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Saint Francis Of The Seven Seas Vision Books Vision Book Series
Inspired by a true story, this historical novel about the 13th century Roman noblewoman who became an early follower and close
friend of Francis of Assisi explores the delicate balance between duty and faith. This is the story of the wealthy and powerful
woman who befriended the saint who said he was wed to Lady Poverty.
Saint Francis of the Seven SeasIgnatius Press
What do we really know about Saint Francis of Assisi? Much has been written about this medieval saint from Umbria in presentday central Italy. Yet the image we have of him does not always correspond to reality, as his fame is often linked to legends and
texts that have no historical basis. Francis was an exceptional man, as his own contemporaries testified. Too often, though, this
emphasis has obscured his humanity. Francis immersed himself with all his heart in daily life because he was certain that the Son
of God had become man to share our full human experience. This was the central fact of Francis' life: He burned with love of God.
This love was a boundless love that flowed from his fiery heart. He admitted that he could not explain such an abundance of love,
except through the words of Jesus, who "came to cast fire upon the earth" (Lk 12:49). The perennial relevance of Francis, even in
our increasingly secular world, lies in the perennial newness of the Gospel. The Gospel always communicates Jesus Christ, who is
beyond, always ahead of us, and never outdated. Francis' radical evangelism consistently reminds us of the absolute nature of the
Gospel.
The perfect gift! A specially priced, beautifully designed hardcover edition of The Joy of the Gospel with a foreword by Robert
Barron and an afterword by James Martin, SJ. “The joy of the gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus… In this
Exhortation I wish to encourage the Christian faithful to embark upon a new chapter of evangelization marked by this joy, while
pointing out new paths for the Church’s journey in years to come.” – Pope Francis This special edition of Pope Francis's popular
message of hope explores themes that are important for believers in the 21st century. Examining the many obstacles to faith and
what can be done to overcome those hurdles, he emphasizes the importance of service to God and all his creation. Advocating for
“the homeless, the addicted, refugees, indigenous peoples, the elderly who are increasingly isolated and abandoned,” the Holy
Father shows us how to respond to poverty and current economic challenges that affect us locally and globally. Ultimately, Pope
Francis demonstrates how to develop a more personal relationship with Jesus Christ, “to recognize the traces of God’s Spirit in
events great and small.” Profound in its insight, yet warm and accessible in its tone, The Joy of the Gospel is a call to action to live
a life motivated by divine love and, in turn, to experience heaven on earth. Includes a foreword by Robert Barron, author of
Catholicism: A Journey to the Heart of the Faith and James Martin, SJ, author of Jesus: A Pilgrimage
“In an age of body workouts and exercise regimens, training the soul for peace may be one of the most important routines we take
up on a committed basis. For there can be no peace in the world unless there is peace in the heart.”—Sr. Ilia Delio, OSF,
Josephine Connelly Endowed Chair in Theology, Villanova University After reading Soul Training with the Peace Prayer of Saint
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Francis, you’ll know why pontiffs, presidents, politicians, paralegals, plumbers, and proofreaders keep turning to the Peace
Prayer. This simple prayer can train the soul and keep you in shape until you cross the finish line into eternal life. Think of this
book as your workout manual that offers encouragement to condition all the muscles of the virtues to help you stay spiritually fit:
faith, hope, love, forgiveness, joy, consolation, understanding, and selflessness. “The Peace Prayer gets you in the zone where
God’s grace shapes and stretches your soul, transforming you into a saint who shimmers and shines.”—from the introduction
In his apostolic letter Patris Corde (“With a Father’s Heart”), Pope Francis reflects on Saint Joseph and his multifaceted role as a
father. The purpose of this letter, Pope Francis writes, “is to increase our love for this great saint, to encourage us to implore his
intercession and to imitate his virtues and his zeal.” Saint Joseph is a beloved father; a tender, loving father; an obedient father;
an accepting father; a creatively courageous father; a working father; and a father in the shadows. As protector, advocate, and
guardian of the Holy Family, Saint Joseph has always been venerated as a father to all Christians. With this letter, promulgated on
the 150th anniversary of the declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church, Pope Francis proclaimed a Year of
Saint Joseph from December 8, 2020, to December 8, 2021. Patris Corde ends with a new prayer to Saint Joseph, and the OSV
edition includes additional prayers and a litany to this beloved saint.
This book is an inspiring and historical look at the amazing life of Francis Xavier, missionary and pioneer to India, Sri Lanka,
Malacca, Indonesia, the Islands of the Philippines and Japan. which includes a challenge to us to return to the supernatural
ministry of Christ as outworked in ordinary men and women of God. In the brief years between 1541 and his death in 1552 Francis
saw hundreds of thousands turn to Jesus; the miracles that followed his preaching of the gospel, included twenty eight people
recorded as being raised from the dead and countless healings, and unusual signs and wonders, just like the book of Acts. King
John 3rd of Portugal was the sender who mostly financed Francis mission, Francis was the one who went and encouraged
countless hundreds of others to do the same. My hope is that this book will inspire your heart to the supernatural mission of the
body of Christ, either as someone who goes, or as someone who sends. There are still millions who wait for the next Francis
Xavier and you carry the same Holy Spirit as Francis did. May this book inspire you in your supernatural journey with Christ.
The Way of St. Francis challenges the reader with a renewed understanding of the saint: a Francis who shows us a way of life
both stimulating and troubling, who asks us to look again at the possibilities within us and around us, and to whom we turn
repeatedly in interpreting our own human experience of God. The Franciscan way helps, transforms and renews us. The book is
composed of chapters on ways of letting go, of achieving poverty, simplicity and nonviolence.
"Francis: The Journey and the Dream depicted a Francis who 'sang' to me. I felt that I had found a teacher to lead me home. I had
no idea where this was going to lead, but I was ready to follow."--John Michael Talbot One of the most influential saints' books,
with over 200,000 copies sold, Francis: The Journey and the Dream continues to inspire people of all ages with its lyrical prose
and depth of love for the Poor Man of Assisi. This beautiful anniversary edition includes Fr. Bodo's story of writing the book and its
worldwide influence, a reader's guide for book clubs and discussion groups, and a list of Fr. Bodo's favorite Franciscan resources,
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culled over three decades of research on Francis and his followers. The audio edition of this book can be downloaded via Audible.
This Vision book for youth 9 - 15 years old tells the exciting, dramatic story of St. Ignatius of Loyola and the order he founded, the
Society of Jesus. As a young man, Ignatius had dreams of an adventurous life as a soldier. His dreams, however, did not come
true the way he had hoped. Seriously wounded in battle, the soldier Ignatius had a profound conversion to Christ during his period
of healing and recovery. He abandoned a promising career in the military and dedicated the rest of his life to the service of Christ
and the Church. This book tells of his starting one of the most influential orders in the church, and gives a graphic account of his
adventures, his many encounters with popes, kings and emperors, and the great work the Jesuits did in spreading the Gospel.
Illustrated
William Hugo has ministered in initial formation since 1980 and taught the life of Francis of Assisi for over twenty-six years to
Capuchins at various levels of formation and to Secular Franciscans. He was editor of "The New Round Table, " a journal of
Capuchin spirituality and history, for seven years and is currently the Provincial Director of Initial Formation and Director of
Postulants for the Midwest Capuchins.
Incorporating the stanzas of the "Canticle of Brother Sun," a beautifully illustrated biography examines the life and work of this
popular saint who had given up all his worldly possessions to live a compassionate, simple life and follow his true calling,
enhanced with author's notes, bibliography, and source notes.
Laurent Gallant, OFM and Andre Cirino, OFM. with music by Josef Raischl, SFO, and illustrations by Marcus Lisle and Christine
Cavalier. 342 page perfect bound edition.
Through the Year with Francis of Assisi contains 365 selections drawn from the sayings and writings of Francis as well as from
stories about him. These excerpts constitute a personal "day book" for year-round reflection.

Gertrud the Great (1256-1302) entered the monastery of Helfta in eastern Germany as a child oblate. At the age of
twenty-five she underwent a conversion that led to a series of visionary experiences. These centered on "the divine
loving-kindness," which she perceived as expressed through and symbolized by Christ's divine Heart. Some of these
experiences she recorded in Latin "with her own hand," in what became book 2 of The Herald of God's Loving-Kindness.
Books 1, 3, 4, and 5 were written down by another nun, a close confidant of the saint, now often known as "Sister N."
Book 5 details the sickness, deaths, and afterlife fates of various Helfta nuns, novices, and lay brothers, as witnessed by
Gertrud in her visions. It also describes Gertrud's preparations for her own death and her predictive visions of her
ultimate glorification in heaven. The Herald concludes with Sister N.'s personal account of her presentation of the whole
book to the Lord at Mass, the welcome he gave it, and the privileges he attached to it. The Book of Special Grace, which
mainly records the visions of Mechtild of Hackeborn, was probably compiled by Gertrud herself with the help of Sister N.
Parts 6 and 7 recount the deaths of the abbess Gertrud and of Mechtild, her younger sister. As many passages overlap,
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sometimes verbatim, with corresponding chapters in book 5 of The Herald, a translation has been included for purposes
of comparison.
A refreshing book of Christian stories, each accompanied by a contemporary moral or lesson, and each conveying
universal, continuing truths to help readers deal with the demands of a materialistic world.
Stories from the lives of St. Francis Xavier, St. Patrick, St. John Bosco, St. Catherine of Siena, St. Teresa of Avila, St.
Elizabeth of Hungary, St. Rose of Lima, Bl. Margaret of Castello, etc. Includes the raising of persons who had died,
descriptions of Heaven, Hell and Purgatory by temporarily dead persons and an analysis of contemporary "after death"
experiences. Many pictures of the saints and their miracles. Fascinating. Formerly published by TAN under the title
"Raised from the Dead".
Turn from fear and find peace. In Feed the Wolf, author and Saint Francis scholar Jon M. Sweeney explores fifteen
spiritual practices from the essential wisdom of Saint Francis for us to apply to our twenty-first-century lives.
Franciscan Murray Bodo illuminates seven key teachings of St. Francis and shows how these teachings are the
foundation for Franciscan spirituality today. Beginning with the wonder of the incarnation, he moves through the paradox
of evangelical poverty, living the Gospel, repairing God's house, making peace, the recognition that we are one with all of
creation, and the joy and humble service of God. All of these teachings have their roots and destination in the love of God
that surrounds all of creation and each individual person.
A spiritually practical work inspired by St. Francis that invites us to love God through ourselves, others and the natural
world.
Francis of Assisi is pre-eminently the saint of the Middle Ages. Owing nothing to church or school he was truly
theodidact, and if he perhaps did not perceive the revolutionary bearing of his preaching, he at least always refused to be
ordained priest. He divined the superiority of the spiritual priesthood. Saint Francis of Assisi (Italian: San Francesco
d'Assisi), born Giovanni di Pietro di Bernardone, informally named as Francesco (1181/1182 - 3 October 1226), was an
Italian Catholic friar, deacon and preacher. He founded the men's Order of Friars Minor, the women's Order of Saint
Clare, the Third Order of Saint Francis and the Custody of the Holy Land. Francis is one of the most venerated religious
figures in history. Pope Gregory IX canonized Francis on 16 July 1228. Along with Saint Catherine of Siena, he was
designated Patron saint of Italy. He later became associated with patronage of animals and the natural environment, and
it became customary for Catholic and Anglican churches to hold ceremonies blessing animals on his feast day of 4
October. He is often remembered as the patron saint of animals. In 1219, he went to Egypt in an attempt to convert the
Sultan to put an end to the conflict of the Crusades.[6] By this point, the Franciscan Order had grown to such an extent
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that its primitive organizational structure was no longer sufficient. He returned to Italy to organize the Order. Once his
community was authorized by the Pope, he withdrew increasingly from external affairs. Francis is also known for his love
of the Eucharist.[7] In 1223, Francis arranged for the first Christmas live nativity scene.[8][9][2] According to Christian
tradition, in 1224 he received the stigmata during the apparition of Seraphic angels in a religious ecstasy [10] making him
the first recorded person in Christian history to bear the wounds of Christ's Passion.[11] He died during the evening hours
of 3 October 1226, while listening to a reading he had requested of Psalm 142.
Terrible wolf is terrorizing the town of Gubbio, and no one can stop him until Saint Francis visits the town and speaks to
the wolf in his own language.
"Francis, go and build up My house, which thou seest, is falling into ruin." To fulfill this command of Our Lord, St Francis
of Assisi (1181-1226) began by restoring physical churches and continued by building up the spiritual Church in souls.
Francis' humility, purity, and true joy inspired many to conversion and a deeper faith. Never ordained a priest, St. Francis
nonetheless was a preacher and a miracle-worker of the first order - curing, prophesying, casting out devils, turning water
into wine, and raising people frmo the dead. The Life of St Francis of Assisi by St Bonaventure conveys a picture of the
Saint that renders an indelible impression of a man totally transformed by God.
Francis of Assisi is, after Mary of Nazareth, the greatest saint in the Christian calendar, and one of the most influential
men in the whole of human history. By universal acclaim, this biography by G. K. Chesterton is considered the best
appreciation of Francis's life--the one that gets to the heart of the matter.For Chesterton, Francis is a great paradoxical
figure, a man who loved women but vowed himself to chastity; an artist who loved the pleasures of the natural world as
few have loved them, but vowed himself to the most austere poverty, stripping himself naked in the public square so all
could see that he had renounced his worldly goods; a clown who stood on his head in order to see the world aright.
Chesterton gives us Francis in his world-the riotously colorful world of the High Middle Ages, a world with more pageantry
and romance than we have seen before or since. Here is the Francis who tried to end the Crusades by talking to the
Saracens, and who interceded with the emperor on behalf of the birds. Here is the Francis who inspired a revolution in art
that began with Giotto and a revolution in poetry that began with Dante. Here is the Francis who prayed and danced with
pagan abandon, who talked to animals, who invented the creche.
This new story from the popular Vision Books series of saints lives for youth 9-15 years old is about the inspiring life of
the great missionary to the Far East, St. Francis Xavier. After his wartorn boyhood in Navarre, Francis Xavier went to the
University of Paris, determined to have a good time. He was interested in sports and became broadjumping champion of
his college, and did not pay much attention to his studies. At first he scoffed at this fellow student, Ignatius Loyola, a
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former soldier who wanted to win the world for God. But Ignatius showed him that true champions are a far more heroic
breed - those who risk their all to win the world for God. Francis joined Ignatius' followers, and became one of the first
members of the Society of Jesus.Francis Xavier was selected by Ignatius to do missionary work in India. To all sixteenthcentury travelers, a voyage from Portugal to India meant months of deadly peril from storms, pirates, and diseases. But
to Father Francis Xavier, it also meant a chance to win the Orient for Jesus Christ. This great saint's eagerness to spread
the Word of God involved him with the pearl divers of the Indian coast, the natives of Malaya and the Spice Islands, the
cannibals of Morotni and the hostile feudal lords of ancient Japan. This book captures the true spirit of a daring man who
braved the many dangers of India and Japan in amazing adventures of courage and faith.
"What must I do to gain eternal life?” The rich man who asked this of Jesus was told to sell all he had and give to the
poor. But, more importantly, he was told, “Come, follow me!” Franciscan Casey Cole challenges us to let go of
something more difficult than material wealth: expectations, anxiety, comfort, wounds, enemies, power—and our very
selves. Speaking from both personal and pastoral experience, he outlines the stumbling blocks that turn us away from
following Jesus as true disciples. The response to “What must I do?” is simple but not easy: Let go. Now.
From a pilgrimage through the streets of Assisi to contemplative walks on the beaches near his home, Bruce Epperly has
pondered the questions of privilege, prayer, and social justice while walking with the teachings of Francis of Assisi. From
his roots in reformation traditions, he has a deep understanding of the call Francis received to rebuild the church and the
need for constant reformation not only in our personal lives but also in our society and in our religious institutions. He
knows that change comes from within, from listening to the spirit of God as we engage in contemplative listening.
Matt is six years old when he discovers that he is different from other children and other people. To most, Matt isn't
considered a boy at all, but a beast, dirty and disgusting. But to El Patron, lord of a country called Opium, Matt is the
guarantee of eternal life. El Patron loves Matt as he loves himself - for Matt is himself. They share the exact same DNA.
As Matt struggles to understand his existence and what that existence truly means, he is threatened by a host of sinister
and manipulating characters, from El Patron's power-hungry family to the brain-deadened eejits and mindless slaves that
toil Opium's poppy fields. Surrounded by a dangerous army of bodyguards, escape is the only chance Matt has to
survive. But even escape is no guarantee of freedom… because Matt is marked by his difference in ways that he doesn't
even suspect.
To young Christians of the world, Pope Francis has a message for you: "Christ is alive, and he wants you to be alive!" In
his fourth apostolic exhortation, Christus Vivit, Pope Francis encapsulates the work of the 2018 synod of bishops on
"Young People, The Faith, and Vocational Discernment." Pope Francis has always had a special relationship with young
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people, and in his fatherly love for you he shows that: You can relate to young people in Scripture who made a difference
You identify with the Christ who is always young You face difficult issues in the world today You yearn for the truth of the
Gospel You are capable of amazing things when you respond to the Gospel You learn and grow with help from the
faithful of all generations You need bold and creative youth ministry You can discover who God made you to be You are
urged to pray for discernment Christus Vivit is written for and to young people, but Pope Francis also wrote it for the
entire Church, because, as he says, reflecting on our young people inspires us all. "May the Holy Spirit urge you on as
you run this race. The Church needs your momentum, your intuitions, your faith. We need them! And when you arrive
where we have not yet reached, have the patience to wait for us."
What happens when the pastor of a mega church loses his faith? Pastor Chase Falson has lost his faith in God, the
Bible, evangelical Christianity, and his super-sized megachurch. When he falls apart, the church elders tell him to go
away: as far away as possible. Join Chase on his life-changing journey to Italy where, with a curious group of Franciscan
friars, he struggles to resolve his crisis of faith by retracing the footsteps of Francis of Assisi, a saint whose simple way of
loving Jesus changed the history of the world. Read this riveting story and then begin your own life-changing journey
through the pilgrim’s guide included in this powerful novel. Hidden in the past lies the future of the church When his
elders tell him to take some time away from his church, broken pastor Chase Falson crosses the Atlantic to Italy to visit
his uncle, a Franciscan priest. There he is introduced to the revolutionary teachings of Saint Francis of Assisi and finds
an old, but new way of following Jesus that heals and inspires. Chase Falson’s spiritual discontent mirrors the feelings of
a growing number of Christians who walk out of church asking, Is this all there is? They are weary of celebrity pastors,
empty calorie teaching, and worship services where the emphasis is more on Lights, Camera, Action than on Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit while the deepest questions of life remain unaddressed in a meaningful way. Bestselling author Ian
Morgan Cron masterfully weaves lessons from the life of Saint Francis into the story of Chase Falson to explore the life of
a saint who 800 years ago breathed new life into disillusioned Christians and a Church on the brink of collapse. Chasing
Francis is a hopeful and moving story with profound implications for those who yearn for a more vital relationship with
God and the world.
In this classic, Felix Timmermans reveals a deep understanding and penetrating interpretation of the man Francis and
the ideals that enabled him to move and to shake the whole world. Filled with humor, pathos and a strange kind of
beauty, it is a combination of artistry, poetry and simplicity that plumbs the soul of Saint Francis. Here is the whole
Francis, the poet, the ascetic, the stigmatist, the servant of the poor and the lepers, the miracle worker. But above all,
here is the spirit of St. Francis "told as lyrically and simply as the hymns and words of Francis himself in a book that
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communicates the joy of St. Francis."
Laudato Si 'is Pope Francis' second encyclical which focuses on the theme of the environment. In fact, the Holy Father in
his encyclical urges all men and women of good will, the rulers and all the powerful on earth to reflect deeply on the
theme of the environment and the care of our planet. This is our common home, we must take care of it and love it - the
Holy Father tells us - because its end is also ours.
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