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NATIONAL BEST SELLER From the internationally
acclaimed, best-selling author of The English Patient: a
mesmerizing new novel that tells a dramatic story set in the
decade after World War II through the lives of a small group
of unexpected characters and two teenagers whose lives are
indelibly shaped by their unwitting involvement. In a narrative
as beguiling and mysterious as memory itself--shadowed and
luminous at once--we read the story of fourteen-year-old
Nathaniel, and his older sister, Rachel. In 1945, just after
World War II, they stay behind in London when their parents
move to Singapore, leaving them in the care of a mysterious
figure named The Moth. They suspect he might be a criminal,
and they grow both more convinced and less concerned as
they come to know his eccentric crew of friends: men and
women joined by a shared history of unspecified service
during the war, all of whom seem, in some way, determined
now to protect, and educate (in rather unusual ways) Rachel
and Nathaniel. But are they really what and who they claim to
be? And what does it mean when the siblings' mother returns
after months of silence without their father, explaining
nothing, excusing nothing? A dozen years later, Nathaniel
begins to uncover all that he didn't know and understand in
that time, and it is this journey--through facts, recollection,
and imagination--that he narrates in this masterwork from one
of the great writers of our time.
The acclaimed writer shares an intimate portrait of his former
mentor V.S. Naipaul in this memoir of their thirty-year
friendship and sudden falling out. Paul Theroux was a young
aspiring writer when he met the legendary V.S. Naipaul in
Uganda in 1966. There began a friendship that would span
continents as both men ascended the ranks of literary

Page 1/18



Get Free Running Family Michael Ondaatje

stardom. Naipaul’s early encouragement of Theroux’s talent
had a profound impact on him—yet the apprenticeship was not
always easy. This heartfelt and revealing account of
Theroux's thirty-year friendship with Naipaul explores the
unique effect each writer had on the other. Built around exotic
landscapes, anecdotes that are revealing, humorous, and
melancholy, and three decades of mutual history, this is a
personal account of how one develops as a writer and how a
friendship waxes and wanes between two men who have set
themselves on the perilous journey of a writing life. A New
York Times Notable Book
The one guide every creative nonfiction writer needs to turn
to when being "creative." Writers of memoir and narrative
nonfiction are experiencing difficult days with the discovery
that some well-known works in the genre contain
exaggerations--or are partially fabricated. But what are the
parameters of creative nonfiction? Keep It Real begins by
defining creative nonfiction. Then it explores the flexibility of
the form--the liberties and the boundaries that allow writers to
be as truthful, factual, and artful as possible. A succinct but
rich compendium of ideas, terms, and techniques, Keep It
Real clarifies the ins and outs of writing creative nonfiction.
Starting with acknowledgment of sources, running through
fact-checking, metaphor, and navel gazing, and
responsibilities to their subjects, this book provides all the
information you need to write with verve while remaining true
to your story.
This volume discusses the autobiographical inclination in
Canadian literature, exploring works by such writers as Alice
Munro, W.O. Mitchell, Michael Ondaatje, John Glassco, and
Susanna Moodie. Others works, including the oral memoirs of
a Métis, an Inuit’s account as being civil servant in Ottawa,
and the autobiographical writings of pioneer women and
French missionaries are examined to show the depth and
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breadth of this tradition in Canada. These texts act as starting
points for an indepth look at the relationships between
autobiography, biography and fiction in Canadian literature.
'During certain hours, at certain years in our lives, we see
ourselves as remnants from the earlier generations that were
destroyed... I think all of our lives have been terribly shaped
by what went on before us.' Twenty-five years after leaving
his native Sri Lanka for the cool winters of Ontario, a chaotic
dream of tropical heat and barking dogs pushes Michael
Ondaatje to travel back home and revisit a childhood and a
family he never fully understood. Along with his siblings and
children, Ondaatje gathers rumours, anecdotes, poems,
records and memories to piece together this fragmented
portrayal of his family's past, his father's destructive
alcoholism and the colourful stories and secrets of ancestors
both disgraced and adored throughout centuries of Sri
Lankan society. In an exotic, evocative portrait of the heat,
wildlife, sounds and silences of the Sri Lankan landscape,
Ondaatje combines vivid recreations of a privileged, eccentric
older generation with a deeply personal reconciliatory journey
in which he explores his own ghosts, and how his family's
extraordinary history continues to influence his life.
In this remarkable debut novel, a boy’s bittersweet passage
to maturity and sexual awakening is set against escalating
political tensions in Sri Lanka, during the seven years leading
up to the 1983 riots. Arjie Chelvaratnam is a Tamil boy
growing up in an extended family in Colombo. It is through his
eyes that the story unfolds and we meet a delightful,
sometimes eccentric cast of characters. Arjie’s journey from
the luminous simplicity of childhood days into the more
intricately shaded world of adults – with its secrets, its
injustices, and its capacity for violence – is a memorable one,
as time and time again the true longings of the human heart
are held against the way things are.
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From Barbara Kingsolver, the acclaimed author of Flight
Behavior, The Lacuna, The Bean Trees, and other modern
classics, Animal Dreams is a passionate and complex novel
about love, forgiveness, and one woman’s struggle to find
her place in the world. At the end of her rope, Codi Noline
returns to her Arizona home to face her ailing father, with
whom she has a difficult, distant relationship. There she
meets handsome Apache trainman Loyd Peregrina, who tells
her, “If you want sweet dreams, you’ve got to live a sweet
life.” Filled with lyrical writing, Native American legends, a
tender love story, and Codi’s quest for identity, Animal
Dreams is literary fiction at it’s very best. This edition
includes a P.S. section with additional insights from Barbara
Kingsolver, background material, suggestions for further
reading, and more.
“Throughout her life my mother, Doris, lived in two places at
once: Kingston, Jamaica, where she raised a family of nine
children, and Harvey River, in the parish of Hanover, where
she was born and grew up.” When Doris Harvey’s English
grandfather, William Harvey, discovers a clearing at the end
of a path cut by the feet of those running from slavery, he
gives his name to what will become his family’s home for
generations. For Doris, Harvey River is the place she always
called home, the place where she was one of the “fabulous
Harvey girls,” and where the rich local bounty of Lucea yams,
pimentos, and mangoes went hand in hand with the Victorian
niceties of her parents’ house. It is a place she will return to
in dreams when her fortunes change, years later, and she
and her husband, Marcus Goodison, relocate to “hard life”
Kingston and encounter the harsh realities of urban living in
close quarters. In Lorna Goodison’s spellbinding memoir of
her forebears, we meet a cast of wonderfully drawn
characters, including George O’Brian Wilson, the Irish
patriarch of the family who married a Guinea woman after
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coming to Jamaica in the mid-1800s; Doris’s parents,
Margaret and David, childhood sweethearts who became the
first family of Harvey River; and their eight children, Cleodine,
straight-backed and imperious; serious Albertha, called “Miss
Jo” because she was missing all sense of joviality; beautiful
Howard, who dies an early death; Rose, whose loveliness
inspires devotion but whose own heart is never fulfilled; taxi-
man Edmund, who yearns for the freedoms of the big city;
Flavius, who spends his life searching for the true church of
God; large-hearted, practical-minded Doris, whose
bottomless cooking pot often feeds more than just her family;
and vivacious, hard-headed Ann, whose gift of reading hair
tells her the future. In lush, vivid prose, textured with the
cadences of Creole speech, Lorna Goodison weaves
together memory and mythology to create a vivid tapestry.
She takes us deep into the heart of a complete world to tell a
universal story of family and the ties that bind us to the place
we call home.
Bringing to life the fabulous, colorful panorama of New
Orleans in the first flush of the jazz era, this book tells the
story of Buddy Bolden, the first of the great trumpet
players--some say the originator of jazz--who was, in any
case, the genius, the guiding spirit, and the king of that time
and place. In this fictionalized meditation, Bolden, an
unrecorded father of Jazz, remains throughout a tantalizingly
ungraspable phantom, the central mysteries of his life, his art,
and his madness remaining felt but never quite pinned down.
Ondaatje's prose is at times startlingly lyrical, and as he
chases Bolden through documents and scenes, the novel
partakes of the very best sort of modern detective novel--one
where the enigma is never resolved, but allowed to manifest
in its fullness. Though more 'experimental' in form than either
The English Patient or In the Skin of a Lion, it is a fitting
addition to the renowned Ondaatje oeuvre.
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From Michael Ondaatje: an electrifying new novel, by turns
thrilling and deeply moving -- one of his most vividly rendered
and compelling works of fiction to date. In the early 1950s, an
eleven-year-old boy boards a huge liner bound for England.
At mealtimes, he is placed at the lowly "Cat's Table" with an
eccentric and unforgettable group of grownups and two other
boys. As the ship makes its way across the Indian Ocean,
through the Suez Canal, into the Mediterranean, the boys find
themselves immersed in the worlds and stories of the adults
around them. At night they spy on a shackled prisoner -- his
crime and fate a galvanizing mystery that will haunt them
forever. Looking back from deep within adulthood, and
gradually moving back and forth from the decks and holds of
the ship to the years that follow the narrator unfolds a
spellbinding and layered tale about the magical, often
forbidden discoveries of childhood and the burdens of earned
understanding, about a life-long journey that began
unexpectedly with a sea voyage.
For fans of John Jeremiah Sullivan, Leslie Jamison, Geoff
Dyer, and W. G. Sebald, the twenty-one essays in David
Searcy’s debut collection are captivating, daring—and
completely unlike anything else you’ve read before. Forging
connections between the sublime and the mundane, this is a
work of true grace, wisdom, and joy. Expansive in scope but
deeply personal in perspective, the pieces in Shame and
Wonder are born of a vast, abiding curiosity, one that has led
David Searcy into some strange and beautiful territory, where
old Uncle Scrooge comic books reveal profound truths, and
the vastness of space becomes an expression of pure love.
Whether ruminating on an old El Camino pickup truck, those
magical prizes lurking in the cereal boxes of our youth, or a
lurid online ad for “Sexy Girls Near Dallas,” Searcy brings his
unique blend of affection and suspicion to the everyday
wonders that surround and seduce us. In “Nameless,” he
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ruminates on spirituality and the fate of an unknown tightrope
walker who falls to his death in Texas in the 1880s, buried as
a local legend but without a given name. “The Hudson River
School” weaves together Google Maps, classical art, and
dental hygiene into a story that explores—with exquisite humor
and grace—the seemingly impossible angles at which our lives
often intersect. And in “An Enchanted Tree Near
Fredericksburg,” countless lovers carve countless hearts into
the gnarled trunk of an ancient oak tree, leaving their marks
to be healed, lifted upward, and, finally, absorbed. Haunting,
hilarious, and full of longing, Shame and Wonder announces
the arrival of David Searcy as an essential and surprising new
voice in American writing. Praise for Shame and Wonder
“Astonishment is a quality central to David Searcy’s Shame
and Wonder. . . . What unites these twenty-one essays . . . is
the sense of a wildly querying intelligence suspended in a
state of awe. . . . Searcy is drawn instinctively to moments,
the way parcels of time expand and contract in memory,
conjuring from ordinary experience a hidden sense of all that
is extraordinary in the world, in being alive.”—The New York
Times Book Review “A lovely implicit argument for a
particular orientation toward the world: continuous awe and
wonder . . . Everywhere, David Searcy finds the strange and
marvelous in careful examination of the quotidian.”—NPR
“Peculiar and lively . . . Like a down-home Roland Barthes,
[Searcy’s] quirky observations and sudden narrative turns
remind us of the strangeness we miss every
day.”—Minneapolis Star Tribune “Often nostalgic and
whimsical . . . brings to life the shadows of our kaleidoscopic
world.”—The Dallas Morning News “What makes Searcy such
a master storyteller is that he is a master observer, sharing
his vision through essays that read like exquisitely crafted
short stories.”—San Francisco Chronicle “In twenty-one
captivatingly offbeat essays, Searcy finds the exceptional in
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the everyday . . . and contemplates the mysteries therein with
grace and eloquence.”—The Atlanta Journal-Constitution “A
collection of essays laced with wisdom and beauty.”—Paste
“Slyly brilliant—a self-deprecatory look at life in all its
weirdness.”—Austin American-Statesman “A work of
genius—a particular kind of genius, to be sure.”—Ben Fountain,
author of Billy Lynn’s Long Halftime Walk
In the Umlazi Township in Durban, South Africa, seventeen-
year-old Sipho discovers the thrills and consequences of a
car theft life. Winner of the 2011 Herman Charles Bosman
Award, the Sunday Times Fiction Prize, and the Wole
Soyinka Prize for Literature in Africa.
Annotation It is an event in literary criticism and culture
scholarship that we have new studies on the work of such an
original writer as Michael Ondaatje. In this collection, some of
the most perceptive scholars working in cultural and literary
studies examine Ondaatje's texts - his poetry, his novels In
the Skin of a Lion, The English Patient (novel and film), and
Anil's Ghost.
In Michael Ondaatje’s beloved family memoir, fact and fiction
blur to create a dazzlingly original portrait of a lost time and
place. Ondaatje left Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) at the age of
eleven. Almost twenty-five years later, he returned to sort out
the recollected fragments of experience, legend, and family
scandal, and to reconstruct the carefree, doomed life his
parents and grandparents had led in a place where couples
danced the tango in the moonlight, where drink, gambling,
and romance were the main occupations of the upper class.
Rich with eccentric characters and captivating stories, and set
against the exotic landscape of a colonial empire in decline,
Running in the Family is Ondaatje’s unforgettable journey
through memory and imagination to reclaim his past.
“This book, about ballet and beauty, philosophy and family,
reinforces Amy Fusselman’s status as one of our best
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interrogators of how we live now.” —Dave Eggers Leaping
from ballet to quilt making, from The Nutcracker to an Annie-B
Parson interview, Idiophone is a strikingly original meditation
on risk-taking and provocation in art and a unabashedly
honest, funny, and intimate consideration of art-making in the
context of motherhood, and motherhood in the context of
addiction. Amy Fusselman’s compact, beautifully digressive
essay feels both surprising and effortless, fueled by broad-
ranging curiosity, and, fundamentally, joy. “Fusselman
bounds with great dexterity from theme to theme—covering
topics including addiction, motherhood, gender, and art—until
she has transformed the traditional essay into something far
wilder and more alive.” —Publishers Weekly, starred review
“No one acrobats between beauty, confession, rueful humor,
and deep insight with such amazing trapeze-y ease as Amy
Fusselman.” —John Hodgman
Song is just a boy when he sets out from Lishui village in
China. Brimming with courage and ambition, he leaves
behind his impoverished broken family, hoping he’ll make his
fortune and return home. Chasing tales of sugarcane, rubber
and gold, Song embarks upon a perilous voyage across the
oceans to the British colony of Guiana, but once there he
discovers riches are not so easy to come by and he is forced
into labouring as an indentured plantation worker. This is only
the beginning of Song’s remarkable life, but as he finds
himself between places and between peoples, and
increasingly aware that the circumstances of birth carry more
weight than accomplishments or good deeds, Song fears he
may live as an outsider forever. This beautifully written and
evocative story spans nearly half a century and half the
globe, and though it is set in another century, Song’s story of
emigration and the quest for an opportunity to improve his life
is timeless.
Brings together a new collection of cartoons recounting the
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lives and loves of a diverse group of lesbian friends.
Autobiographical writings have been a major cultural genre
from antiquity to the present time. General questions of the
literary as, e.g., the relation between literature and reality,
truth and fiction, the dependency of author, narrator, and
figure, or issues of individual and cultural styles etc., can be
studied preeminently in the autobiographical genre. Yet, the
tradition of life-writing has, in the course of literary history,
developed manifold types and forms. Especially in the
globalized age, where the media and other technological /
cultural factors contribute to a rapid transformation of
lifestyles, autobiographical writing has maintained, even
enhanced, its popularity and importance. By conceiving
autobiography in a wide sense that includes memoirs, diaries,
self-portraits and autofiction as well as media transformations
of the genre, this three-volume handbook offers a
comprehensive survey of theoretical approaches, systematic
aspects, and historical developments in an international and
interdisciplinary perspective. While autobiography is usually
considered to be a European tradition, special emphasis is
placed on the modes of self-representation in non-Western
cultures and on inter- and transcultural perspectives of the
genre. The individual contributions are closely interconnected
by a system of cross-references. The handbook addresses
scholars of cultural and literary studies, students as well as
non-academic readers.
Running in the FamilyVintage
Not a story about me through their eyes then. Find the
beginning, the slight silver key to unlock it, to dig it out. Here
then is a maze to begin, be in. (p. 20) Funny yet horrifying,
improvisational yet highly distilled, unflinchingly violent yet
tender and elegiac, Michael Ondaatje’s ground-breaking
book The Collected Works of Billy the Kid is a highly polished
and self-aware lens focused on the era of one of the most
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mythologized anti-heroes of the American West. This
revolutionary collage of poetry and prose, layered with
photos, illustrations and “clippings,” astounded Canada and
the world when it was first published in 1969. It earned then-
little-known Ondaatje his first of several Governor General’s
Awards and brazenly challenged the world’s notions of
history and literature. Ondaatje’s Billy the Kid (aka William H.
Bonney / Henry McCarty / Henry Antrim) is not the clichéd
dimestore comicbook gunslinger later parodied within the
pages of this book. Instead, he is a beautiful and dangerous
chimera with a voice: driven and kinetic, he also yearns for
blankness and rest. A poet and lover, possessing intelligence
and sensory discernment far beyond his life’s 21 year
allotment, he is also a resolute killer. His friend and nemesis
is Sheriff Pat Garrett, who will go on to his own fame (or
infamy) for Billy’s execution. Himself a web of contradictions,
Ondaatje’s Garrett is “a sane assassin sane assassin sane
assassin sane assassin sane assassin sane” (p. 29) who has
taught himself a language he’ll never use and has trained
himself to be immune to intoxication. As the hero and anti-
hero engage in the counterpoint that will lead to Billy’s
predetermined death, they are joined by figures both real and
imagined, including the homesteaders John and Sallie
Chisum, Billy’s lover Angela D, and a passel of outlaws and
lawmakers. The voices and images meld, joined by
Ondaatje’s own, in a magnificent polyphonic dream of what it
means to feel and think and freely act, knowing this breath is
your last and you are about to be trapped by history. I am
here with the range for everything corpuscle muscle hair
hands that need the rub of metal those senses that that want
to crash things with an axe that listen to deep buried veins in
our palms those who move in dreams over your women night
near you, every paw, the invisible hooves the mind’s invisible
blackout the intricate never the body’s waiting rut. (p. 72)

Page 11/18



Get Free Running Family Michael Ondaatje

Michael Ondaatje's life is as intense—and at times as
dramatic—as his poetry and fiction. His writing is usually
inspired by a single persistent image or vision—and no
wonder, for as Ed Jewinski's biography reveals, much of
Ondaatje's life has been a series of intense moments
followed by ruptures and dislocations. This illustrated
biography links Ondaatje's relationships with his family to the
later mature works, such as Running in the Family and The
English Patient (for which he won the Booker Prize).
Bristling with intelligence and shimmering with romance, this
novel tests the boundary between history and myth. Patrick
Lewis arrives in Toronto in the 1920s and earns his living
searching for a vanished millionaire and tunneling beneath
Lake Ontario. In the course of his adventures, Patrick's life
intersects with those of characters who reappear in
Ondaatje's Booker Prize-winning The English Patient. 256 pp.
Nurse Hana, thief Caravaggio and soldier Kip are brought
together in an abandoned Italian villa at the end of World War
II by a nameless and hideously burned English patient.
From the author of How Proust Can Change Your Life, a
delightful, truly consoling work that proves that philosophy
can be a supreme source of help for our most painful
everyday problems. Perhaps only Alain de Botton could
uncover practical wisdom in the writings of some of the
greatest thinkers of all time. But uncover he does, and the
result is an unexpected book of both solace and humor.
Dividing his work into six sections -- each highlighting a
different psychic ailment and the appropriate philosopher --
de Botton offers consolation for unpopularity from Socrates,
for not having enough money from Epicurus, for frustration
from Seneca, for inadequacy from Montaigne, and for a
broken heart from Schopenhauer (the darkest of thinkers and
yet, paradoxically, the most cheering). Consolation for envy --
and, of course, the final word on consolation -- comes from
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Nietzsche: "Not everything which makes us feel better is good
for us." This wonderfully engaging book will, however, make
us feel better in a good way, with equal measures of wit and
wisdom.
For many people Brazil conjures up images of football,
Carnaval and fine coffee, but it is much more than beaches
and bossa nova. If you could choose only one word to
describe Brazil, it would be diversity. The variety of racial
types, lifestyles, wealth, landscape and climate is enormous.
Jeitinho is the Brazilian means of dealing creatively with life's
everyday complications. Literally translated as a "little way", in
practice it means that regardless of the rules or systems in
place, where there is a will there has to be a way around
them. The jeitinho is so ingrained in daily life that you can see
examples everywhere; managing to get a seat when all the
places are booked up, traveling with more luggage than is
allowed or successfully ordering something that is not on the
restaurant menu. Culture Smart! Brazil is a concise guide to
understanding the Brazilian people and illuminating the
complexities of their national identity. Familiarise yourself with
their customs, traditions and culture and experience Brazil
authentically.
From the celebrated author of The English Patient and Anil's
Ghost comes a remarkable, intimate novel of intersecting
lives that ranges across continents and time. In the 1970s in
Northern California a father and his teenage daughters, Anna
and Claire, work their farm with the help of Coop, an
enigmatic young man who makes his home with them. Theirs
is a makeshift family, until it is shattered by an incident of
violence that sets fire to the rest of their lives. Divisadero
takes us from San Francisco to the raucous backrooms of
Nevada's casinos and eventually to the landscape of
southern France. As the narrative moves back and forth
through time and place, we find each of the characters trying
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to find some foothold in a present shadowed by the past.
Over 10,000 copies sold in Canada! The 20th-anniversary
edition of Richard Van Camp’s best-selling coming-of-age
story, with a new introduction and story by the author Larry is
a Dogrib Indian growing up in the small northern town of Fort
Simmer. His tongue, his hallucinations and his fantasies are
hotter than the center of the sun. At sixteen, he loves Iron
Maiden, the North and Juliet Hope, the high school “tramp.”
In this powerful and very funny first novel, Richard Van Camp
gives us one of the most original teenage characters in
Canadian fiction. Skinny as spaghetti, nervy and self-
deprecating, Larry is an appealing mixture of bravado and
vulnerability. His past holds many terrors: an abusive father,
blackouts from sniffing gasoline, an accident that killed
several of his cousins and he’s now being hunted and
haunted by a pack of blue monkeys. But through his new
friendship with Johnny, a Metis who just moved to town, he’s
now ready to face his memories—and his future. The Lesser
Blessed is an eye-opening depiction of what it is to be a
young Dogrib man in the age of AIDS, disillusionment with
Catholicism and a growing world consciousness.
Following the phenomenal success of Michael Ondaatje’s
Booker Prize-winning third novel, The English Patient,
expectations were almost insurmountable. The internationally
acclaimed #1 bestseller had made Ondaatje the first
Canadian novelist ever to win the Booker. Four years later, in
1996, a motion picture based on the book brought the story to
a vast new audience. The film, starring Ralph Fiennes and
Juliette Binoche, went on to win numerous prizes, among
them nine Academy Awards, including Best Picture.
Worldwide English-language sales of the book topped two
million copies. But in April 2000, Anil’s Ghost was widely
hailed as Ondaatje’s most powerful and engrossing novel to
date. Winning a Governor General’s Literary Award for
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Fiction, the Kiriyama Pacific Rim Book Prize and the Giller
Prize, Anil’s Ghost became an international bestseller.
“Nowhere has Ondaatje written more beautifully,” said The
New York Times Book Review. The setting is Sri Lanka.
Steeped in centuries of cultural achievement and tradition,
the country has been ravaged in the late twentieth century by
bloody civil war. As in The English Patient, Ondaatje’s latest
novel follows a woman’s attempt to piece together the lost
life of a victim of war. Anil Tissera, born in Sri Lanka but
educated in England and the U.S., is sent by an international
human rights group to participate in an investigation into
suspected mass political murders in her homeland. Working
with an archaeologist, she discovers a skeleton whose
identity takes Anil on a fascinating journey that involves a
riveting mystery. What follows, in a novel rich with character,
emotion, and incident, is a story about love and loss, about
family, identity and the unknown enemy. And it is a quest to
unlock the hidden past – like a handful of soil analyzed by an
archaeologist, the story becomes more diffuse the farther we
reach into history. A universal tale of the casualties of war,
unfolding as a detective story, the book gradually gives way
to a more intricate exploration of its characters, a symphony
of loss and loneliness haunted by a cast of solitary strangers
and ghosts. The atrocities of a seemingly futile, muddled war
are juxtaposed against the ancient, complex and ultimately
redemptive culture and landscape of Sri Lanka. Anil’s Ghost
is Michael Ondaatje's first novel to be set in the country of his
birth. “There’s a tendency with us in England and North
America to say it’s a book ‘about Sri Lanka.’ But it’s just my
take on a few characters, a personal tunnelling into that … The
book’s not just about Sri Lanka; it’s a story that’s very
familiar in other parts of the world” – in Africa, in Yugoslavia,
in South America, in Ireland. “I didn’t want it to be a political
tract. I wanted it to be a human study of people in the midst of
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fear.”
One of Reader's Digest Best Summer Reads (US). Set
against the backdrop of the Sri Lankan civil war, Ru
Freeman’s epic novel explores the lives of the diverse
families that live on Sal Mal Lane and the heartbreaking ways
this once harmonious community turns on one another with
the country on the brink of war. On the day the Herath family
moves in, Sal Mal Lane is a quiet street, disturbed only by the
cries of the children whose triumphs and tragedies sustain the
families that live there. As each neighbour adapts to the
newcomers in different ways, the children fill their days with
cricket matches, romantic crushes, and small rivalries. But
when the tides of civil war begin to turn towards the
neighbourhood, their differences ignite in ways no one could
have imagined. As the stability of their neighborhood is
threatened by clashing political beliefs and prejudices, the
children of the community are forced to watch their parents
and friends turn against one another. Seen through the
children's eyes, the events on Sal Mal Lane come to mirror
the course of modern Sri Lanka at its most violent and
volatile. A powerful, evocative work, On Sal Mal Lane
masterfully illuminates the origins of this war and explores the
lengths family will go to protect one another.
Samanth Subramanian has written about politics, culture, and
history for the New York Times and the New Yorker. Now,
Subramanian takes on a complex topic that touched millions
of lives in This Divided Island. In the summer of 2009, the
leader of the dreaded Tamil Tiger guerrillas was killed,
bringing to an end the civil war in Sri Lanka. For nearly thirty
years, the war's fingers had reached everywhere, leaving few
places, and fewer people, untouched. What happens to the
texture of life in a country that endures such bitter conflict?
What happens to the country's soul? Subramanian gives us
an extraordinary account of the Sri Lankan war and the lives
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it changed. Taking us to the ghosts of summers past, he tells
the story of Sri Lanka today. Through travels and
conversations, he examines how people reconcile themselves
to violence, how the powerful become cruel, and how victory
can be put to the task of reshaping memory and burying
histories.
"Tumultuous, vibrant, tragic and over too soon." --Newsday
Handwriting is Michael Ondaatje's first new book of poetry
since The Cinnamon Peeler. The exquisite poems collected
here draw on history, mythology, landscape, and personal
memories to weave a rich tapestry of images that reveal the
longing for--and expose the anguish over--lost loves, homes,
and language, as the poet contemplates scents and gestures
and evokes a time when "handwriting occurred on waves, /
on leaves, the scripts of smoke" and remembers a woman's
"laughter with its / intake of breath. Uhh huh." Crafted with
lyrical delicacy and seductive power, Handwriting reminds us
of Michael Ondaatje's stature as one of the finest poets
writing today.
When Michael's parents die, he is invited to stay with his
guardian in a desolate country house. When Michael spots a
woman out in the frozen mists on the day he arrives, he
suspects something is not quite right. But little can prepare
him for the solitude of the house itself. His guardian is rarely
seen, and there's a malevolent force lurking in an old hallway
mirror. Michael soon realises that the house and its grounds
harbour many secrets, both dead and alive.
"Riveting--Kusz's gifts as a writer, her original voice and
sparkling perceptions, give this memoir the literary precision
of a novel."--Los Angeles Times When she was six years old,
Natalie Kusz left Los Angeles with her family and headed
north to Alaska on a classic quest for freedom, a house on
the land, and a more wholesome way of living. Here is hery
and survival in an unforgiving environment. "Riveting. . .
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."--Los Angeles Times. Serial rights to McCall's and Harper's.
In the late 1970s Ondaatje returned to his native island of Sri
Lanka. As he records his journey through the drug-like heat
and intoxicating fragrances of that "pendant off the ear of
India, " Ondaatje simultaneously retraces the baroque
mythology of his Dutch-Ceylonese family. An inspired travel
narrative and family memoir by an exceptional writer.
In Imaginary Homelands, Salman Rushdie presents ten
years’ worth of concentrated thought on topics from the most
cherished literary traditions and authors of India, Europe, and
America to the politics of oppression, the joy of film and
television, and the enduring value of the imagination. Writing
with lively and intelligent insight—from the provocative, to the
humorous, to the deeply profound—Rushdie demonstrates
why he is celebrated as one of our greatest literary minds.
In his novels, poetry, and memoirs, Booker Prize winner
Michael Ondaatje moves from the blasted landscape of Billy
the Kid in 1880s New Mexico to the New Orleans jazz world
of the legendary Buddy Bolden at the turn of the century, from
his native Sri Lanka to the African desert of World War II.
Compassionate, lyrical, spellbinding, the work he has created
unfolds with mystery and eloquence and enlarges our
literature. Included in Vintage Ondaatje are portions of the
novels Anil’s Ghost, In the Skin of the Lion, Coming Through
Slaughter, and The English Patient; the memoir Running in
the Family; sections from The Collected Works of Billy the
Kid; and a selection of the poetry. Vintage Readers are a
perfect introduction to some of the great modern writers,
presented in attractive, affordable paperback editions.
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