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Demonstrating the aesthetic, cultural, political and intellectual diversity of children’s literature across the globe, The Routledge
Companion to International Children’s Literature is the first volume of its kind to focus on the undervisited regions of the world.
With particular focus on Asia, Africa and Latin America, the collection raises awareness of children’s literature and related media
as they exist in large regions of the world to which ‘mainstream’ European and North American scholarship pays very little
attention. Sections cover: • Concepts and theories • Historical contexts and national identity • Cultural forms and children’s texts
• Traditional story and adaptation • Picture books across the majority world • Trends in children’s and young adult literatures.
Exposition of the literary, cultural and historical contexts in which children’s literature is produced, together with an exploration of
intersections between these literatures and more extensively researched areas, will enhance access and understanding for a large
range of international readers. The essays offer an ideal introduction for those newly approaching literature for children in specific
areas, looking for new insights and interdisciplinary perspectives, or interested in directions for future scholarship.
This book studies the three concepts of translation, education and innovation from a Nordic and international perspective on
Japanese and Korean societies. It presents findings from pioneering research into cultural translation, Japanese and Korean
linguistics, urban development, traditional arts, and related fields. Across recent decades, Northern European scholars have
shown increasing interest in East Asia. Even though they are situated on opposite sides of the Eurasia landmass, the Nordic
nations have a great deal in common with Japan and Korea, including vibrant cultural traditions, strong educational systems, and
productive social democratic economies. Taking a cross-cultural and interdisciplinary approach, and in addition to the examination
of the three key concepts, the book explores several additional intersecting themes, including sustainability, nature, humour,
aesthetics, cultural survival and social change, discourse and representation. This book offers a collection of original
interdisciplinary research from the 25th anniversary conference of the Nordic Association for Japanese and Korean Studies
(2013). Its 21 chapters are divided into five parts according to interdisciplinary themes: Translational Issues in Literature, Analyses
of Korean and Japanese Languages, Language Education, Innovation and New Perspectives on Culture, and The Arts in
Innovative Societies.
This book is the first comprehensive account of the changing role of men and the construction of masculinity in contemporary
Japan. The book moves beyond the stereotype of the Japanese white-collar businessman to explore the diversity of identities and
experiences that may be found among men in contemporary Japan, including those versions of masculinity which are marginalized
and subversive. The book makes a significant contribution to our understanding of contemporary Japanese society and identity.
Music is a frequently neglected aspect of Japanese culture. It is in fact a highly problematic area, as the Japanese actively
introduced Western music into their modern education system in the Meiji period (1868-1911), creating westernized melodies and
instrumental instruction for Japanese children from kindergarten upwards. As a result, most Japanese now have a far greater
familiarity with Western (or westernized) music than with traditional Japanese music. Traditional or classical Japanese music has
become somewhat ghettoized, often known and practised only by small groups of people in social structures which have survived
since the pre-modern era. Such marginalization of Japanese music is one of the less recognized costs of Japan's modernization.
On the other hand, music in its westernized and modernized forms has an extremely important place in Japanese culture and
society, Beethoven's Ninth Symphony, for example, being so widely known and performed that it is arguably part of contemporary
Japanese popular and mass culture. Japan has become a world leader in the mass production of Western musical instruments
and in innovative methodologies of music education (Yamaha and Suzuki). More recently, the Japanese craze of karaoke as a
musical entertainment and as musical hardware has made an impact on the leisure and popular culture of many countries in Asia,
Europe and the Americas. This is the first book to cover in detail all genres including court music, Buddhist chant, theatre music,
chamber ensemble music and folk music, as well as contemporary music and the connections between music and society in
various periods. The book is a collaborative effort, involving both Japanese and English speaking authors, and was conceived by
the editors to form a balanced approach that comprehensively treats the full range of Japanese musical culture.
The Routledge Companion to Gender, Sex and Latin American Culture is the first comprehensive volume to explore the
intersections between gender, sexuality, and the creation, consumption, and interpretation of popular culture in the Américas. The
chapters seek to enrich our understanding of the role of pop culture in the everyday lives of its creators and consumers, primarily
in the 20th and 21st centuries. They reveal how popular culture expresses the historical, social, cultural, and political
commonalities that have shaped the lives of peoples that make up the Américas, and also highlight how pop culture can conform
to and solidify existing social hierarchies, whilst on other occasions contest and resist the status quo. Front and center in this
collection are issues of gender and sexuality, making visible the ways in which subjects who inhabit intersectional identities (sex,
gender, race, class) are "othered", as well as demonstrating how these same subjects can, and do, use pop-cultural phenomena in
self-affirmative and progressively transformative ways. Topics covered in this volume include TV, film, pop and performance art,
hip-hop, dance, slam poetry, gender-fluid religious ritual, theater, stand-up comedy, graffiti, videogames, photography, graphic
arts, sports spectacles, comic books, sci-fi and other genre novels, lotería card games, news, web, and digital media.
The Routledge Handbook of Japanese Media is a comprehensive study of the key contemporary issues and scholarly discussions
around Japanese media. Covering a wide variety of forms and types from newspapers, television and fi lm, to music, manga and
social media, this book examines the role of the media in shaping Japanese society from the Meiji era’s intense engagement with
Western culture to our current period of rapid digital innovation. Featuring the work of an international team of scholars, the
handbook is divided into five thematic sections: The historical background of the Japanese media from the Meiji Restoration to the
immediate postwar era. Japan’s national and political identity imagined and negotiated through diff erent aspects of the media,
including Japan’s ‘lost decade’ of the 1990s and today’s ‘post- Fukushima’ society. The representation of Japanese identities,
including race, gender and sexuality, in contemporary media. The role of Japanese media in everyday life. The Japanese media in
a broader global context. Taking an interdisciplinary approach, this book will be of use to students and scholars of Japanese
culture and society, Asian media and Japanese popular culture.
This book sheds light on the changing nature of contemporary Japan by decoding a range of political, economic and social
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boundaries. With a focus on the period following the inauguration of Prime Minister Koizumi Junichir?, the book grows out of a
recognition that, with the Koizumi administration playing a more proactive role internationally and moving ahead with deregulation
and the ‘structural reform’ of the economy domestically, a range of boundaries have been challenged and reinscribed. Here
‘boundaries’ refers to the ways in which contemporary Japan is shaped as a separate entity by the inscription and reinscription of
political, economic and social space creating insiders and outsiders, both internationally and domestically. The central argument of
the book is that, in order to achieve the twin goals of greater international proactivity and domestic reform, the government and
other actors supporting Koizumi’s new direction for Japan needed to take action in order to destabilize and reformulate a range of
extant boundaries. While boundaries often remain invisible, the aim of this book is to promote an understanding of their
significance by uncovering their pivotal role. Decoding Boundaries in Contemporary Japan brings together contributions from
leading and emerging scholars from the UK, Japan and the United States. It will appeal to scholars and students of Japan as well
as social scientists with an interest in borders and boundaries, political scientists interested in Asia.
Contemporary Japanese Architecture presents a clear and comprehensive overview of the historical and cultural framework that
informs the work of all Japanese architects, as an introduction to an in-depth investigation of the challenges now occupying the
contemporary designers who will be the leaders of the next generation. It separates out the young generation of Japanese
architects from the crowded, distinguished, multi-generational field they seek to join, and investigates the topics that absorb them,
and the critical issues they face within the new economic reality of Japan and a shifting global order. Salient points in the text are
illustrated by beautiful, descriptive images provided by the architects and from the extensive collection of the author. By combining
illustrations with timelines and graphics to explain complex ideas, the book is accessible to any student seeking to understand
contemporary Japanese architecture.
This encyclopedia covers culture from the end of the Imperialist period in 1945 right up to date to reflect the vibrant nature of
contemporary Japanese society and culture.
The Routledge Companion to Media and Tourism provides a comprehensive overview of the research into the convergence of
media and tourism and specifically investigates the concept of mediatized tourism. This Companion offers a holistic look at the
relationship between media and tourism by drawing from a global range of contributions by scholars from disciplines across the
humanities and social sciences. The book is divided into five parts, covering diverse aspects of mediatization of tourism including
place and space, representation, cultural production, and transmedia. It features a comprehensive theoretical introduction and an
afterword by leading scholars in this emerging field, delving into the ways in which different forms of media content and
consumption converge, and the consequential effects on tourism and tourists. The collection is an invaluable resource for students
and scholars of tourism studies, cultural studies, and media and communication, as well as those with a particular interest in
mediatization, convergence culture, and contemporary culture.
This groundbreaking book investigates the clash between a desire for unfettered mobility and the prevalence of inequality,
exploring how this generates frictions in everyday life and how it challenges the ideal of just cosmopolitanism. Reading fictional
and popular cultural texts against real global contexts, it develops an ‘aesthetics of justice’ that does not advocate cosmopolitan
mobility at the expense of care and hospitality but rather interrogates their divorce in neoliberal contexts.
The Routledge Handbook of Modern Japanese History is a concise overview of modern Japanese history from the middle of the
nineteenth century until the end of the twentieth century. Written by a group of international historians, each an authority in his or
her field, the book covers modern Japanese history in an accessible yet comprehensive manner. The subjects featured in the book
range from the development of the political system and matters of international relations, to social and economic history and
gender issues, to post-war discussions about modern Japan’s historical trajectory and its wartime past. Divided into thematic
parts, the sections include: Nation, empire and borders Ideologies and the political system Economy and society Historical
legacies and memory Each chapter outlines important historiographical debates and controversies, summarizes the latest
developments in the field, and identifies research topics that have not yet received sufficient scholarly attention. As such, the book
will be useful to students and scholars of Japanese history, Asian history and Asian Studies.
Multiple Translation Communities in Contemporary Japan offers a collection of essays that (1) deepens the understanding of the
cultural and linguistic diversity of communities in contemporary Japan and how translation operates in this shifting context and
circulates globally by looking at some of the ways it is theorized and approached as a significant social, cultural, or political
practice, and harnessed by its multiple agents; (2) draws attention to the multi-platform translations of cultural productions such as
manga, which are both particular to and popular in Japan but also culturally influential and widely circulated transnationally; (3)
poses questions about the range of roles translation has in the construction, performance, and control of gender roles in Japan,
and (4) enriches Translation Studies by offering essays that problematize critical notions related to translation. In short, the essays
in this book highlight the diversity and ubiquity of translation in Japan as well as the range of methods being used to understand
how it is being theorized, positioned, and practiced.
The Global Repositioning of Japanese Religions: An Integrated Approach explores how Japanese religions respond to the
relativizing effects of globalization, thereby repositioning themselves as global players. Organized around concrete case studies
focusing on the engagement of Japanese Buddhism, Shinto, and several new religious movements in areas such as ecology, interreligious dialogue, and politics, this book shows that the globalization of Japanese religions cannot be explained simply in terms of
worldwide institutional expansion. Rather, it is a complex phenomenon conditioned by a set of pervasive factors: changes in
consciousness, the perception of affinities and resonances at the systemic and cultural levels, processes of decontextualization,
and a wide range of power issues including the re-enactment of cultural chauvinism. The author investigates these dynamics
systematically with attention to broader theoretical questions, cross-cultural similarities, the definition of religion and the perils of
ethnocentrism, in order to develop his Global Repositioning model, which constitutes an integrated approach to the study of
Japanese religions under globalization. An empirically-grounded and theoretically-informed study of the effects of global trends on
local religions, this book will appeal to scholars and students with interests in globalization, religious studies, Japanese studies,
Hawaii, sociology, anthropology, and ecology.
The Routledge Companion to World History since 1914 is an outstanding compendium of facts and figures on World History. Fully
up-to-date, reliable and clear, this volume is the indispensable source of information on a thorough range of topics such as: the
Arab-Israeli conflict anti-semitism and the Holocaust all the world's major famines and natural disasters since 1914 whether all
countries of the world have a king, president, prime minister or other governance GNP of the world's major states, year by year
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biographies of key figures civil rights movements the Vietnam War the rise of terrorism globalization. Thematically presented, the
book covers topics relevant from the First World War to the Iraq war of 2003, and from post-colonial Africa to conflicts and
movements in Southeast Asia. With maps, chronologies and full bibliography, this user-friendly reference work is the essential
companion for students of history, politics and international relations, and for all those with an interest in world history.
If today students of social theory read Jurgen Habermas, Michel Foucault and Anthony Giddens, then proper regard to the
question of culture means that they should also read Raymond Williams, Stuart Hall and Slavoj Zizek. The Routledge Handbook of
Social and Cultural Theory offers a concise, comprehensive overview of the convergences and divergences of social and cultural
theory, and in so doing offers a novel agenda for social and cultural research in the twenty-first century. This Handbook, edited by
Anthony Elliott, develops a powerful argument for bringing together social and cultural theory more systematically than ever
before. Key social and cultural theories, ranging from classical approaches to postmodern, psychoanalytic and post-feminist
approaches, are drawn together and critically appraised. There are substantive chapters looking at – among others – structuralism
and post-structuralism, critical theory, network analysis, feminist cultural thought, cultural theory and cultural sociology. Throughout
the Handbook there is a strong emphasis on interdisciplinarity, with chapters drawing from research in sociology, cultural studies,
psychology, politics, anthropology, women’s studies, literature and history. Written in a clear and direct style, this Handbook will
appeal to a wide undergraduate and postgraduate audience across the social sciences and humanities.
This new and fully updated second edition of Critical Issues in Contemporary Japan provides undergraduate and graduate
students with an interdisciplinary textbook written by leading specialists on contemporary Japan. Students will gain the analytical
insights and information necessary to assess the challenges that confront the Japanese people, policymakers and private and
public-sector institutions in Japan today. Featuring a comprehensive analysis of key debates and issues confronting Japan, issues
covered include: A rapidly aging society and changing employment system Nuclear and renewable energy policy Gender
discrimination Immigration and ethnic minorities Post-3/11 tsunami, earthquake and nuclear meltdown developments SinoJapanese relations An essential reference work for students of contemporary Japan, it is also an invaluable source for a variety of
courses, including comparative politics, anthropology, public policy and international relations.
The Routledge Handbook of Modern Japanese Literature provides a comprehensive overview of how we study Japanese literature
today. Rather than taking a purely chronological approach to the content, the chapters survey the state of the field through a
number of pressing issues and themes, examining the ways in which it is possible to read modern Japanese literature and situate
it in relation to critical theory. The Handbook examines various modes of literary production (such as fiction, poetry, and critical
essays) as distinct forms of expression that nonetheless are closely interrelated. Attention is drawn to the idea of the bunjin as a
‘person of letters’ and a more realistic assessment is provided of how writers have engaged with ideas – not labelled a ‘novelist’
or ‘poet’, but a ‘writer’ who may at one time or another choose to write in various forms. The book provides an overview of major
authors and genres by situating them within broader themes that have defined the way writers have produced literature in modern
Japan, as well as how those works have been read and understood by different readers in different time periods. The Routledge
Handbook of Modern Japanese Literature draws from an international array of established experts in the field as well as promising
young researchers. It represents a wide variety of critical approaches, giving the study a broad range of perspectives. This
handbook will be of interest to students and scholars of Asian Studies, Literature, Sociology, Critical Theory, and History.
Examining a wide range of Japanese videogames, including arcade fighting games, PC-based strategy games and console
JRPGs, this book assesses their cultural significance and shows how gameplay and context can be analyzed together to
understand videogames as a dynamic mode of artistic expression. Well-known titles such as Final Fantasy, Metal Gear Solid,
Street Fighter and Katamari Damacy are evaluated in detail, showing how ideology and critique are conveyed through game
narrative and character design as well as user interface, cabinet art, and peripherals. This book also considers how ‘Japan’ has
been packaged for domestic and overseas consumers, and how Japanese designers have used the medium to express ideas
about home and nation, nuclear energy, war and historical memory, social breakdown and bioethics. Placing each title in its
historical context, Hutchinson ultimately shows that videogames are a relatively recent but significant site where cultural identity is
played out in modern Japan. Comparing Japanese videogames with their American counterparts, as well as other media forms,
such as film, manga and anime, Japanese Culture Through Videogames will be useful to students and scholars of Japanese
culture and society, as well as Game Studies, Media Studies and Japanese Studies more generally.
Presenting new approaches and results previously inaccessible in English, the Routledge Handbook of Japanese Sociolinguistics
provides an insight into the language and society of contemporary Japan from a fresh perspective. While it was once believed that
Japan was a linguistically homogenous country, research over the past two decades has shown Japan to be a multilingual and
sociolinguistically diversifying country. Building on this approach, the contributors to this handbook take this further, combining
Japanese and western approaches alike and producing research which is relevant to twenty-first century societies. Organised into
five parts, the sections covered include: The languages and language varieties of Japan. The multilingual ecology. Variation, style
and interaction. Language problems and language planning. Research overviews. With contributions from across the field of
Japanese sociolinguistics, this handbook will prove very useful for students and scholars of Japanese Studies, as well as
sociolinguists more generally.
This title was first published in 1984. Examining the development of the Japanese economy, this book examines the position of
Japan's economy in the world, the internal structure of the large corporation system and the life of the Japanese people.
The Routledge Handbook of Japanese Culture and Society is an interdisciplinary resource that focuses on contemporary Japan
and the social and cultural trends that are important at the beginning of the twenty-first century. This Handbook provides a cuttingedge and comprehensive survey of significant phenomena, institutions, and directions in Japan today, on issues ranging from
gender and family, the environment, race and ethnicity, and urban life, to popular culture and electronic media. Written by an
international team of Japan experts, the chapters included in the volume form an accessible and fascinating insight into Japanese
culture and society. As such, the Handbook will be an invaluable reference tool for anyone interested in all things Japanese.
Students, teachers and professionals alike will benefit from the broad ranging discussions, useful links to online resources and
suggested reading lists. The Handbook will be of interest across a wide range of disciplines including Japanese Studies, Cultural
Studies, Anthropology, Sociology and Asian Studies in general.
The intertwined issues of Japanese `identity' and `normality' are at the centre of the tension between internal and external
pressures on Japanese defence and security policies. With chapters on peace thought, the militarisation and demilitarisation of
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language as well as the `hard' aspects of the Japanese military build up in the 1980s and the response to the Gulf War in the
1990s, this study challenges many of the preconceived notions on Japanese defence and security policies and the policy making
process in Japan.
Routledge Companion to Contemporary Japanese Social TheoryFrom Individualization to Globalization in Japan TodayRoutledge
Explores the trend of lifelong learning in Japan as a means to deal with risk in a neoliberal era. Akihiro Ogawa explores Japan’s
recent embrace of lifelong learning as a means by which a neoliberal state deals with risk. Lifelong learning has been heavily
promoted by Japan’s policymakers, and statistics find one-third of Japanese people engaged in some form of these activities.
Activities that increase abilities and improve health help manage the insecurity that comes with Japan’s new economic order and
increased income disparity. Ogawa notes that the state attempts to integrate the divided and polarized Japanese population
through a newly imagined collectivity, atarashii k?ky? or the New Public Commons, a concept that attempts to redefine the
boundaries of moral responsibility between the state and the individual, with greater emphasis on the virtues of self-regulation. He
discusses the history of lifelong learning in Japan, grassroots efforts to create an entrepreneurial self, community schools that also
function as centers for problem solving, vocational education, and career education.
The Routledge Companion to Butoh Performance provides a comprehensive introduction to and analysis of the global art form
butoh. Originating in Japan in the 1960s, butoh was a major innovation in twentieth century dance and performance, and it
continues to shape-shift around the world. Taking inspiration from the Japanese avant-garde, Surrealism, Happenings, and
authors such as Genet and Artaud, its influence can be seen throughout contemporary performing arts, music, and visual art
practices. This Companion places the form in historical context, documents its development in Japan and its spread around the
world, and brings together the theory and the practice of this compelling dance. The interdisciplinarity evident in the volume
reflects the depth and the breadth of butoh, and the editors bring specially commissioned essays by leading scholars and dancers
together with translations of important early texts.
The phenomenon of bankonka – ‘postponement of marriage’ – is increasingly reported in contemporary Japanese media, clearly
illustrating the changing patterns of modern lifestyles and attitudes towards marriage, personal obligation and ambition. This is the
first book in recent years to explore the contemporary state of marriage in Japanese society. Setting out the different perceptions
and expectations of marriage in today’s Japan, the book discusses how economic issues and the family impact on marital
behaviour. Contrary to the views of some feminists that young women have no interest in improving their status and position, this
book argues that, by delaying marriage and childrearing, young women can be seen as ‘rebels’ challenging Japanese patriarchal
society. Unlike many other studies, it gives equal attention to male gender roles and masculinity, exploring what constitutes being
a ‘real man’ in Japan – through the analysis of mainstream and non-mainstream conceptions of masculinity that co-exist in
contemporary Japan, and considers the implications of such different roles for the institution of marriage. It investigates the roles of
wife and mother, articulating why the strict division of labour defining men as breadwinners and women as homemakers became
popular. Moreover, it describes the changing character of courtship relationships, explaining why the norm has shifted from
arranged marriages pre-1945 to love marriages after that period. Finally, it puts the Japanese experience into cross-cultural,
international context with a series of comparisons with marriage elsewhere both in Asia – including in Korea and Hong Kong – and
in western countries such as France, Sweden, Italy and the United States.

This book is an unprecedented collection of 29 original essays by some of the world’s most distinguished scholars of
Japan. Covers a broad range of issues, including the colonial roots of anthropology in the Japanese academy; eugenics
and nation building; majority and minority cultures; genders and sexualities; and fashion and food cultures Resists stale
and misleading stereotypes, by presenting new perspectives on Japanese culture and society Makes Japanese society
accessible to readers unfamiliar with the country
In contemporary Japan there is much ambivalence about women’s roles, and the term "feminism" is not widely
recognised or considered relevant. Nonetheless, as this book shows, there is a flourishing feminist movement in
contemporary Japan. The book investigates the features and effects of feminism in contemporary Japan, in nongovernment (NGO) women’s groups, government-run women’s centres and the individual activities of feminists Haruka
Yoko and Kitahara Minori. Based on two years of fieldwork conducted in Japan and drawing on extensive interviews and
ethnographic data, it argues that the work of individual activists and women’s organisations in Japan promotes real and
potential change to gender roles and expectations among Japanese women. It explores the ways that feminism is
created, promoted and limited among Japanese women, and advocates a broader construction of what the feminist
movement is understood to be and a rethinking of the boundaries of feminist identification. It also addresses the impact of
legislation, government bureaucracy, literature and the internet as avenues of feminist development, and details the ways
which these promote agency – the ability to act – among Japanese women.
The Routledge Companion to Religion and Film brings together a lively and experienced team of contributors to introduce
students to the key topics in religion and film and to investigate the ways in which the exciting subject of religion and film
is developing for more experienced scholars. Divided into four parts, the Companion: analyzes the history of the
interaction of religion and film, through periods of censorship as well as appreciation of the medium studies religion-infilm, examining how the world’s major religions, as well as Postcolonial, Japanese and New Religions, are depicted by
and within films uses diverse methodologies to explore religion and film, such as psychoanalytical, theological and
feminist approaches, and audience reception analyzes religious themes in film, including Redemption, the Demonic,
Jesus or Christ Figures, Heroes and Superheroes considers films as diverse as The Passion of the Christ, The Matrix,
Star Wars and Groundhog Day. This definitive book provides an accessible resource to this emerging field and is an
indispensable guide to religion and film for students of Religion, Film Studies, and beyond.
East Asian societies continue to react to developments occurring in the Western part of the world as well as influence
development elsewhere due to the global reach of East Asian economies and the increased political weight of East Asian
societies. These systems have distinctive features often connected with local social and cultural traditions. However,
these traditions are constantly being reinterpreted, and the changing meanings attached to them must be taken into
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account. Recent Social, Environmental, and Cultural Issues in East Asian Societies is an essential research book that
explores various social, environmental, and cultural issues challenging modern East Asian cultures and their implications
on society. Featuring a wide range of topics such as local identity, social risk, and government policy, this book is ideal
for researchers, policymakers, sociologists, managers, anthropologists, politicians, diplomats, academicians, and
students.
The Routledge Companion to Screen Music and Sound provides a detailed and comprehensive overview of screen
music and sound studies, addressing the ways in which music and sound interact with forms of narrative media such as
television, videogames, and film. The inclusive framework of "screen music and sound" allows readers to explore the
intersections and connections between various types of media and music and sound, reflecting the current state of
scholarship and the future of the field. A diverse range of international scholars have contributed an impressive set of
forty-six chapters that move from foundational knowledge to cutting edge topics that highlight new key areas. The
companion is thematically organized into five cohesive areas of study: Issues in the Study of Screen Music and
Sound—discusses the essential topics of the discipline Historical Approaches—examines periods of historical change or
transition Production and Process—focuses on issues of collaboration, institutional politics, and the impact of technology
and industrial practices Cultural and Aesthetic Perspectives—contextualizes an aesthetic approach within a wider
framework of cultural knowledge Analyses and Methodologies—explores potential methodologies for interrogating screen
music and sound Covering a wide range of topic areas drawn from musicology, sound studies, and media studies, The
Routledge Companion to Screen Music and Sound provides researchers and students with an effective overview of
music’s role in narrative media, as well as new methodological and aesthetic insights.
The Routledge Companion to Contemporary Japanese Social Theory breaks new ground in providing a detailed,
systematic appraisal of the major traditions of social theory prominent in Japan today – from theories of identity and
individualization to globalization studies. The volume introduces readers to the rich diversity of social-theoretical critique
in contemporary Japanese social theory. The editors have brought together some of the most influential Japanese social
scientists to assess current trends in Japanese social theory, including Kazuhisa Nishihara, Aiko Kashimura, Masahiro
Ogino, Yumiko Ehara and Kiyomitsu Yui. The volume also contains dialogues with these Japanese contributors from
authoritative Western social theorists – including, among others, Axel Honneth, Roland Robertson, Bryan S. Turner,
Charles Lemert and Anthony Elliott – to reflect on such developments. The result is an exciting, powerful set of
intellectual exchanges. The book introduces, contextualizes and critiques social theories in the broader context of
Japanese society, culture and politics – with particular emphasis upon Japanese engagements and revisions of major
traditions of social thought. Divided into two sections, the book surveys traditions of social thought in Japanese social
science and presents the major social issues facing contemporary Japan. The book will appeal to students and scholars
of sociology, social theory, critical theory, psychoanalysis, risk, gender studies, feminist studies, self and identity studies,
media studies and cultural studies.
In the postwar period, Japanese politics has evolved considerably, with issues of gender, representation, and household
economics becoming increasingly salient. Meanwhile, since the end of the Cold War, Japan has joined other developed
states in the process of decentralization and deindustrialization. Yet, its restructuring has come at a slower pace, as the
Japanese bureaucracy attempts to retain a more traditional approach. This book, a translated and updated version of the
author's 2010 monograph Nihon seijiron, traces these developments in Japanese politics from the end of the Asia Pacific
wars to the present day. Examining each of the key stages of transition, it looks at four aspects of Japanese politics: high
politics, interest-centered politics, life-centered politics, and globalization. It also provides up-to-date analysis of
contemporary themes, including the Abe administration’s challenge to international politics and coverage of nuclear
issues. Written by an experienced Japanese scholar, this book ultimately demonstrates how globalization has
transformed the nature of local politics, as well as national security. However, as seen in the recent triple disaster of 2011
(a chapter on which has been added), Japanese politics retains traditional practices that have led to corruption, scandal,
and political mistrust among the electorate. Offering a comprehensive introduction to Japanese politics, this book will be
invaluable reading for students and scholars of Japanese politics and comparative and Asia politics in general.
This comprehensive edited collection provides key contributions in the field, mapping out fundamental topics and
analysing current trends through an international lens. Offering a collection of invited contributions from scholars across
the world, the volume is structured in seven parts, each exploring an aspect of local media and journalism. It brings
together and consolidates the latest research and theorisations from the field, and provides fresh understandings of local
media from a comparative perspective and within a global context. This volume reaches across national, cultural,
technological and socio-economic boundaries to bring new understandings to the dominant foci of research in the field
and highlights interconnection and thematic links. Addressing the significant changes local media and journalism have
undergone in the last decade, the collection explores the history, politics, ethics and contents of local media, as well as
delving deeper into the business and practices that affect not only the journalists and media-makers involved, but
consumers and communities as well. For students and researchers in the fields of journalism studies, journalism
education, cultural studies, and media and communications programmes, this is the comprehensive guide to local media
and journalism.
The Routledge Handbook of Contemporary Japan presents a synthesized, interdisciplinary study of contemporary Japan
based on up-to-date theoretical models designed to provide readers with a comprehensive and full understanding of the
dynamics of contemporary Japan. In order to achieve this, the Handbook is organized into two parts. Part I,
‘Foundations’, clarifies the state of contemporary Japan topic by topic by referring to the latest theoretical developments
in the relevant disciplinary fields of politics, international relations, economy, society, culture and the personal. Part II,
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‘Issues’, then offers a series of concrete analyses building upon the theoretical discussions introduced in Part I to help
undergraduate and postgraduate students learn how to conduct independent analysis. Locating Japan in a comparative
and interdisciplinary perspective, this Handbook is an essential resource for students and scholars interested in
Japanese studies, Asian studies and global studies.
Disasters of the 21st century differ substantially from other kinds of hazards that previous societies have had to cope with because of the twin
forces of globalization and the communications revolution. But what makes today’s disasters—industrial, technological, environmental, and
socio-cultural—so different in scope and impact? What are the possible disasters of the future? And how can we, as collective humanity, best
manage and respond to the globalization of disasters? The Consequences of Global Disasters makes a distinctive contribution to the everexpanding field of disaster research by developing a multi-contextual, multi-disciplinary and multi-methodological approach to the social
analysis of disasters. Anthony Elliott and Eric L. Hsu have brought together a highly distinguished group of international contributors to focus
on how people react to the unsettling effects of disasters, which come in a multitude of forms. Numerous contributors concentrate on the
cultural, political and psychological ramifications of the 2011 Great East Japan earthquake and tsunami, but disasters in other contexts, such
as Australia, China and Haiti, are considered as well. By offering unique empirical, methodological and theoretical insights, The
Consequences of Global Disasters sets an agenda for future developments in the field of disaster research and will be a key resource for
students and scholars working in social science disciplines such as sociology, cultural studies, international relations, psycho-social studies,
social work, Japanese studies and social theory.
This Companion is a comprehensive examination of the varied ways in which gender issues manifest throughout culture in Japan, using a
range of international perspectives to examine private and public constructions of identity, as well as gender- and sexuality-inflected cultural
production. The Routledge Companion to Gender and Japanese Culture features both new work and updated accounts of classic
scholarship, providing a go-to reference work for contemporary scholarship on gender in Japanese culture. The volume is interdisciplinary in
scope, with chapters drawing from a range of perspectives, fields, and disciplines, including anthropology, art history, history, law, linguistics,
literature, media and cultural studies, politics, and sociology. This reflects the fundamentally interdisciplinary nature of the dual focal points of
this volume—gender and culture—and the ways in which these themes infuse a range of disciplines and subfields. In this volume, Jennifer
Coates, Lucy Fraser, and Mark Pendleton have brought together an essential guide to experiences of gender in Japanese culture
today—perfect for students, scholars, and anyone else interested in Japan, culture, gender studies, and beyond.
The Routledge Handbook of Contemporary Japan presents a synthesized, interdisciplinary study of contemporary Japan based on up-to-date
theoretical models designed to provide readers with a comprehensive and full understanding of the dynamics of contemporary Japan. In
order to achieve this, the Handbook is organized into two Parts. The first, entitled 'Foundations', clarifies the state of contemporary Japan
topic by topic by referring to the latest theoretical developments in the relevant disciplinary fields of politics, international relations, economy,
society, culture and the personal. Part II, entitled 'Issues', then offers a series of concrete analyses building upon the theoretical discussions
introduced in Part I to help undergraduate and postgraduate students learn how to conduct independent analysis by effectively utilizing
theoretical discussions. Locating Japan in a comparative and interdisciplinary perspective, this handbook is an essential resource for any
student or scholar of Japan.
Specifically designed for use on a range of undergraduate and graduate courses, Introducing Japanese Popular Culture is a comprehensive
textbook offering an up-to-date overview of a wide variety of media forms. It uses particular case studies as a way into examining the broader
themes in Japanese culture and provides a thorough analysis of the historical and contemporary trends that have shaped artistic production,
as well as, politics, society, and economics. As a result, more than being a time capsule of influential trends, this book teaches enduring
lessons about how popular culture reflects the societies that produce and consume it. With contributions from an international team of
scholars, representing a range of disciplines from history and anthropology to art history and media studies, the book’s sections include:
Television Videogames Music Popular Cinema Anime Manga Popular Literature Fashion Contemporary Art Written in an accessible style by
a stellar line-up of international contributors, this textbook will be essential reading for students of Japanese culture and society, Asian media
and popular culture, and Asian Studies in general.
The Routledge Companion to Puppetry and Material Performance offers a wide-ranging perspective on how scholars and artists are currently
re-evaluating the theoretical, historical, and theatrical significance of performance that embraces the agency of inanimate objects. This book
proposes a collaborative, responsive model for broader artistic engagement in and with the material world. Its 28 chapters aim to advance the
study of the puppet not only as a theatrical object but also as a vibrant artistic and scholarly discipline. This Companion looks at puppetry and
material performance from six perspectives: theoretical approaches to the puppet, perspectives from practitioners, revisiting history,
negotiating tradition, material performances in contemporary theatre, and hybrid forms. Its wide range of topics, which span 15 countries over
five continents, encompasses: • visual dramaturgy • theatrical juxtapositions of robots and humans • contemporary transformations of
Indonesian wayang kulit • Japanese ritual body substitutes • recent European productions featuring toys, clay, and food. The book features
newly commissioned essays by leading scholars such as Matthew Isaac Cohen, Kathy Foley, Jane Marie Law, Eleanor Margolies, Cody
Poulton, and Jane Taylor. It also celebrates the vital link between puppetry as a discipline and as a creative practice with chapters by active
practitioners, including Handspring Puppet Company’s Basil Jones, Redmoon’s Jim Lasko, and Bread and Puppet’s Peter Schumann. Fully
illustrated with more than 60 images, this volume comprises the most expansive English-language collection of international puppetry
scholarship to date.
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