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After 350 years of fragmentation, the short-lived Sui dynasty unified China in the year 581, laying the foundation for the
great Tang dynasty. See how the Tang dynasty reorganized China into a powerful, prosperous, and culturally
sophisticated society by reforming the government and capitalizing on the demand for Chinese products, thanks to the
Silk Roads.
The Tang dynasty, lasting from 618 to 907, was the high point of medieval Chinese history, featuring unprecedented
achievements in governmental organization, economic and territorial expansion, literature, the arts, and religion. Many
Tang practices continued, with various developments, to influence Chinese society for the next thousand years. For
these and other reasons the Tang has been a key focus of Western sinologists. This volume presents English-language
reprints of fifty-seven critical studies of the Tang, in the three general categories of political history, literature and cultural
history, and religion. The articles and book chapters included here are important scholarly benchmarks that will serve as
the starting-point for anyone interested in the study of medieval China.
This popular work sheds lights on Taoism, China's great indigenous religion during this vibrant and glorious period of
Chinese history. Without these insights, we can have only limited understanding of an important aspect of China's social,
political, and of course, religious life.
Tang dynasty (618–907) China hummed with cosmopolitan trends. Its capital at Chang’an was the most populous city in
the world and was connected via the Silk Road with the critical markets and thriving cultures of Central Asia and the
Middle East. In Empire of Style, BuYun Chen reveals a vibrant fashion system that emerged through the efforts of Tang
artisans, wearers, and critics of clothing. Across the empire, elite men and women subverted regulations on dress to
acquire majestic silks and au courant designs, as shifts in economic and social structures gave rise to what we now
recognize as precursors of a modern fashion system: a new consciousness of time, a game of imitation and emulation,
and a shift in modes of production. This first book on fashion in premodern China is informed by archaeological
sources—paintings, figurines, and silk artifacts—and textual records such as dynastic annals, poetry, tax documents,
economic treatises, and sumptuary laws. Tang fashion is shown to have flourished in response to a confluence of social,
economic, and political changes that brought innovative weavers and chic court elites to the forefront of history.
Empires and Exchanges in Eurasian Late Antiquity offers an integrated picture of Rome, China, Iran, and the Steppes
during a formative period of world history. In the half millennium between 250 and 750 CE, settled empires underwent
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deep structural changes, while various nomadic peoples of the steppes (Huns, Avars, Turks, and others) experienced
significant interactions and movements that changed their societies, cultures, and economies. This was a
transformational era, a time when Roman, Persian, and Chinese monarchs were mutually aware of court practices, and
when Christians and Buddhists criss-crossed the Eurasian lands together with merchants and armies. It was a time of
greater circulation of ideas as well as material goods. This volume provides a conceptual frame for locating these
developments in the same space and time. Without arguing for uniformity, it illuminates the interconnections and
networks that tied countless local cultural expressions to far-reaching inter-regional ones.
?Li Bai is one of China’s most famous Tang Dynasty poets; affectionately known as the ‘drunken poet’. However, his
drunkenness was not of the bacchanalian type, but rather, a good-natured form of intoxication, which gave rise to a
sensitive appreciation of the beauties of nature, as well as the frailties and vulnerabilities of the human condition. There
can never be a definitive translation of his poetry, but hopefully the translations presented here might possibly capture
something of the original which the reader might appreciate, and which, at least, might serve as a reasonable introduction
to the original Chinese, which is presented together with the translation. In the end, when we read the work of Li Bai, in
the original or in translation, we find no real difficulty in appreciating his outlook on life, whilst his themes still find
resonance with us today, either in China or elsewhere.
This innovative sourcebook builds a dynamic understanding of China's early medieval period (220–589) through an
original selection and arrangement of literary, historical, religious, and critical texts. A tumultuous and formative era,
these centuries saw the longest stretch of political fragmentation in China's imperial history, resulting in new ethnic
configurations, the rise of powerful clans, and a pervasive divide between north and south. Deploying thematic
categories, the editors sketch the period in a novel way for students and, by featuring many texts translated into English
for the first time, recast the era for specialists. Thematic topics include regional definitions and tensions, governing
mechanisms and social reality, ideas of self and other, relations with the unseen world, everyday life, and cultural
concepts. Within each section, the editors and translators introduce the selected texts and provide critical commentary on
their historical significance, along with suggestions for further reading and research.
Written by Ouyang Xiu (1007-1072), an intellectual giant of the Song dynasty, Historical Records of the Five Dynasties
offers a compelling interpretation of the Five Dynasties period (907-979). In overhauling the existing official history,
Ouyang Xiu made several notable decisions. He recast the entire narrative in the popular "ancient" style to make for a
rare fluency. He adopted rigorous moral categories to evaluate historical figures, reflecting the new regimen of his day.
He also annotated portions of the text to establish a methodology for future writers. The Historical Records thereby
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became the official version-the last of China's dynastic histories to be written by an individual in a private capacity. In
addition to its provocative commentary and lucid presentation, Historical Records is an eloquent statement on the art and
craft of historical writing in the eleventh century.
In this major new study, Nicolas Tackett proposes that the Northern Song Dynasty (960–1127) witnessed both the
maturation of an East Asian inter-state system and the emergence of a new worldview and sense of Chinese identity
among educated elites. These developments together had sweeping repercussions for the course of Chinese history,
while also demonstrating that there has existed in world history a viable alternative to the modern system of nationstates. Utilising a wide array of historical, literary, and archaeological sources, chapters focus on diplomatic sociability,
cosmopolitan travel, military strategy, border demarcation, ethnic consciousness, and the cultural geography of Northeast
Asia. In this ground breaking new approach to the history of the East Asian inter-state system, Tackett argues for a
concrete example of a pre-modern nationalism, explores the development of this nationalism, and treats modern
nationalism as just one iteration of a phenomenon with a much longer history.
China is one of the oldest states in the world. It achieved its approximate current borders with the Ascendancy of the
Yuan dynasty in the 13th century, and despite the passing of one Imperial dynasty to the next, it has maintained them for
the eight centuries since. Even the European colonial powers at the height of their power could not move past coastal
enclaves. Thus, China remained China through the Ming, the Qing, the Republic, the Occupation, and Communism. But,
despite the desires of some of the most powerful people in the Great State through the ages, China has never been
alone in the world. It has had to contend with invaders from the steppe and the challenges posed by foreign traders and
imperialists. Indeed, its rulers for the majority of the last eight centuries have not been Chinese. Timothy Brook examines
China's relationship with the world from the Yuan through to the present by following the stories of ordinary and
extraordinary people navigating the spaces where China met and meets the world. Bureaucrats, horse traders, spiritual
leaders, explorers, pirates, emperors, invaders, migrant workers, traitors, and visionaries: this is a history of China as no
one has told it before.
The Southern Tang was one of China’s minor dynasties and one of the great states in China in the tenth century.
Although often regarded as one of several states preceding the much better known Song dynasty (960-1279), the
Southern Tang dynasty was in fact the key state in this period, preserving cultural values and artefacts from the former
great Tang dynasty (618-907) which were to form the basis of Song rule, and thereby presenting the Song with a direct
link to the Tang and it traditions. Drawing mainly on primary Chinese sources, this is the first book in English to provide a
comprehensive overview of the Southern Tang, and full coverage of military, cultural and political history in the period. It
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focuses on a successful, albeit short-lived, attempt to set up an independent regional state in the modern provinces of
Jiangxi and Jiangsu, and establishes the Southern Tang dynasty in its own right. It follows the rise of the Southern Tang
state to become the predominant claimant of the Tang heritage and the expansionist policies of the second ruler
culminating in the occupation and annexation of the two of the Southern Tang’s neighbours, Min (Fujian) and Chu
(Hunan). Finally the narrative describes the decline of the dynasty under its last ruler, the famous poet Li Yu, and its
ultimate surrender to the Song dynasty.
Enter the golden age of Chinese culture and explore the everyday lives of its people.
Julian Romane examines the military events behind the emergence of the Sui and Tang dynasties in the period 581-626
AD. Narrating the campaigns and battles, he analyses in detail the strategy and tactics employed, a central theme being
the collision of the steppe cavalry with Chinese infantry armies.By the fourth century AD, horse nomads had seized
northern China. Conflict with these Turkic interlopers continued throughout the 5th and most of the 6th century. The
emergence of the Sui dynasty (581-618) brought some progress but internal weakness led to their rapid collapse. The
succeeding House of Tang, however, provided the necessary stability and leadership to underpin military success. This
was largely the achievement of Li Shimin, who later became the second Tang Emperor. By the start of Li Shimins reign
as Emperor Tang Taizong, effective military organizations had been developed and China reunified. His military
campaigns are examples of tactical and strategic virtuosity that demonstrate the application of the distinctive Chinese
way of war expounded in Chinese military manuals, including Li Shimins own writings.
More populous than any other country on earth, China also occupies a unique place in our modern world for the
continuity of its history and culture. In this sumptuously illustrated single-volume history, noted historian Patricia Ebrey
traces the origins of Chinese culture from prehistoric times to the present. She follows its development from the rise of
Confucianism, Buddhism, and the great imperial dynasties to the Mongol, Manchu, and Western intrusions and the
modern communist state. Her scope is phenomenal--embracing Chinese arts, culture, economics, society and its
treatment of women, foreign policy, emigration, and politics, including the key uprisings of 1919 and 1989 in Tiananmen
Square. Both a comprehensive introduction to an extraordinary civilization, and an expert exploration of the continuities
and disjunctures of Chinese history, Professor Ebrey's book has become an indispensable guide to China past and
present. Patricia Ebrey is Professor of East Asian Studies and History and the author of Chinese Civilization: A
Sourcebook (1993).
After the collapse of the Han dynasty, China divided along a north-south line. Lewis traces the changes that underlay and
resulted from this split in a period that saw China's geographic redefinition, more engagement with the outside world,
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significant changes to family life, literary and social developments, and the introduction of new religions.
Studies of Sino-Viet relations have traditionally focused on Chinese aggression and Vietnamese resistance, or have
assumed out-of-date ideas about Sinicization and the tributary system. They have limited themselves to national
historical traditions, doing little to reach beyond the border. Ming China and Vietnam, by contrast, relies on sources and
viewpoints from both sides of the border, for a truly transnational history of Sino-Viet relations. Kathlene Baldanza offers
a detailed examination of geopolitical and cultural relations between Ming China (1368–1644) and Dai Viet, the state that
would go on to become Vietnam. She highlights the internal debates and external alliances that characterized their
diplomatic and military relations in the pre-modern period, showing especially that Vietnamese patronage of East Asian
classical culture posed an ideological threat to Chinese states. Baldanza presents an analysis of seven linked
biographies of Chinese and Vietnamese border-crossers whose lives illustrate the entangled histories of those countries.
This beautiful series tells the story of China's rich history and civilization through a collection of excellent photographs
and descriptions of thousands of precious relics. Arranged chronologically in four volumes, the book vividly portrays the
rise of the Chinese civilization, following its trails from remote antiquity in the Palaeolithic Age through the end of the Qing
dynasty. Along the way it explores the achievements in science, economy, social life, literature and arts of the Chinese
people. Rare artifacts, portraits, books, and historical documents never before published were exclusively photographed
for these four volumes.
The Tang dynasty is often called China’s “golden age,” a period of commercial, religious, and cultural connections from
Korea and Japan to the Persian Gulf, and a time of unsurpassed literary creativity. Mark Lewis captures a dynamic era in
which the empire reached its greatest geographical extent under Chinese rule, painting and ceramic arts flourished,
women played a major role both as rulers and in the economy, and China produced its finest lyric poets in Wang Wei, Li
Bo, and Du Fu.
In this fascinating and detailed profile, Benn paints a vivid picture of life in the Tang Dynasty (618-907), traditionally
regarded as the golden age of China. 40 line illustrations.
In this sweeping history, bestselling author Amy Chua explains how globally dominant empires—or hyperpowers—rise and
why they fall. In a series of brilliant chapter-length studies, she examines the most powerful cultures in history—from the
ancient empires of Persia and China to the recent global empires of England and the United States—and reveals the
reasons behind their success, as well as the roots of their ultimate demise. Chua's analysis uncovers a fascinating
historical pattern: while policies of tolerance and assimilation toward conquered peoples are essential for an empire to
succeed, the multicultural society that results introduces new tensions and instabilities, threatening to pull the empire
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apart from within. What this means for the United States' uncertain future is the subject of Chua's provocative and
surprising conclusion.
The “rise of China” has become a ubiquitous and often menacing term in global politics. China’s Quest for Global Order:
From Peaceful Rise to Harmonious World, by Rosita Dellios, PhD, and R. James Ferguson, PhD, examines how China’s
leadership has responded to this depiction and the strategic approaches that have been developed to ameliorate threat
perceptions. Borrowing from its own Confucian heritage to promote a harmonious world policy, China’s contribution to
world order is likely to be more robust than the “responsible stakeholder” epithet upon which the West has pinned its
collective hopes. The book interprets China’s quest for global order from Chinese perspectives, old and new, and
provides the relevant philosophical and historical background to engage the reader in the ensuing debates.
This book presents a picture focused on the T'ang period, one of China's acknowledged golden ages. Within a looser
web of globalization, the T'ang period and its dynamics offers a distant mirror of our own time. An argument in world
history may thus cast light on issues in contemporary politics.
The Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese Biography (1979-2015) provides a riveting new way to understand twenty-firstcentury China and a personal look at the changes that have taken place since the Reform and Opening Up era started in
1979. One hundred key individuals from this period were selected by an international group of experts, and the stories
were written by more than 70 authors in 14 countries. The authors map the paths taken by these individuals-some rocky,
some meandering, some fateful-and in telling their stories give contemporary Chinese history a human face. The editors
have included-with the advice of myriad experts around the world-not only the life stories of politicians and government
officials, who play a crucial role in the development of the country, but the stories of cultural figures including, film
directors, activists, writers, and entrepreneurs from the mainland China, Hong Kong, and also from Taiwan. The "Greater
China" that comes through in this volume has diverse ideas and identities. It is often contradictory, sometimes fractious,
and always full of creative human complexity. Some of the lives rendered here are heroic. Some are tragic, and many are
inspirational. Some figures come in for trenchant criticism, and others are celebrated with a sense of wonder and awe.
Like previous volumes of the Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese Biography, this volume includes a range of appendices,
including a pronunciation guide, a bibliography, and a timeline of key events.
ZO History, Mizo, Kuki, The Chin. The Becaming of ZO, The primary Wars and crises, The Traditions, Religion and
General Environ. Zo people believe they settled in the Chindwin Valley in early times. They know the Chindwin River by
different names the Lusei as Run, Meaning River, and the Paihte as Tuikang, meaning white water. Pu K. Zawla in his
"Mizo Pi Pu to Ieh an Thlahte Chanchin" suggested. as the year in which Zo people arrived in the Chindwin Valley, and
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he oelieves that they lived there two or three centuries. The rise of the Tang dynasty brought contact between early Zo
people in the Chindwin and the Tang Chinese. The Tang, as widely traveled traders, recorded the existence of three
kingdoms in Burma the Pyus, the Pegus (Mon), and the Sak. The Sak kingdom may have been the Zo of upper Burma
Chinese Esoteric Buddhism is generally held to have been established as a distinct and institutionalized Buddhist school in eighth-century
China by “the Three Great Masters of Kaiyuan”: ?ubh?karasi?ha, Vajrabodhi, and Amoghavajra. Geoffrey C. Goble provides an innovative
account of the tradition’s emergence that sheds new light on the structures and traditions that shaped its institutionalization. Goble focuses
on Amoghavajra (704–774), contending that he was the central figure in Esoteric Buddhism’s rapid rise in Tang dynasty China, and the other
two “patriarchs” are known primarily through Amoghavajra’s teachings and writings. He presents the scriptural, mythological, and practical
aspects of Chinese Esoteric Buddhism in the eighth century and places them in the historical contexts within which Amoghavajra operated.
By telling the story of Amoghavajra’s rise to prominence and of Esoteric Buddhism’s corresponding institutionalization in China, Goble
makes the case that the evolution of this tradition was predicated on Indic scriptures and practical norms rather than being the product of
conscious adaptation to a Chinese cultural environment. He demonstrates that Esoteric Buddhism was employed by Chinese rulers to defeat
military and political rivals. Based on close readings of a broad range of textual sources previously untapped by English-language
scholarship, this book overturns many assumptions about the origins of Chinese Esoteric Buddhism.
The Tang Dynasty was responsible for the reunification of China. But why was there a need to reunite China in the first place? That will be
discussed in this educational book. Also included are lessons on rise and spread of Buddhism across China, Korea and Japan during the
Tang Dynasty. Discussions on the technological, commercial and agricultural developments during the era are also included.
The Tang dynasty is often called China’s “golden age,” a period of commercial, religious, and cultural connections from Korea and Japan to
the Persian Gulf, and a time of unsurpassed literary creativity. Mark Lewis captures a dynamic era in which the empire reached its greatest
geographical extent under Chinese rule, painting and ceramic arts flourished, women played a major role both as rulers and in the economy,
and China produced its finest lyric poets in Wang Wei, Li Bo, and Du Fu. The Chinese engaged in extensive trade on sea and land.
Merchants from Inner Asia settled in the capital, while Chinese entrepreneurs set off for the wider world, the beginning of a global diaspora.
The emergence of an economically and culturally dominant south that was controlled from a northern capital set a pattern for the rest of
Chinese imperial history. Poems celebrated the glories of the capital, meditated on individual loneliness in its midst, and described heroic
young men and beautiful women who filled city streets and bars. Despite the romantic aura attached to the Tang, it was not a time of
unending peace. In 756, General An Lushan led a revolt that shook the country to its core, weakening the government to such a degree that
by the early tenth century, regional warlordism gripped many areas, heralding the decline of the Great Tang.
This book is the first in English to provide a comprehensive overview of the Southern Tang Dynasty (937-976). It shows that the Southern
Tang was the key Chinese state of this period, preserving cultural values and artefacts from the former great Tang dynasty (618-907) which
were to form the basis of the much better known Song dynasty (960-1279).
A thought-provoking book on archaeology of power, knowledge, social memory, and the emergence of classical tradition in early China.
In ancient China, as the lowermost class in the social hierarchy, merchants were viewed as greedy and immoral, commanding little respect.
But since the sixteenth century, when China entered modern times with the sprout of capitalism, merchants have become a strong force to
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transform the ancient society. By absorbing methods of anthropology, psychology, geography, and economics, as well as cultural and
genealogical studies, this book explores the development and rise of the merchant in modern China. To start with, it examines the golden
times of the merchant and the dilemmas facing them in the two-millennia-long traditional society where the "pro-agriculture and anticommerce" policy was implemented. With the economic development, merchant groups gradually came into being and formed a vibrant
social class in the modern era. Major merchant groups, their psychological integration, and the interaction between merchants and capitalism
in China are specifically studied. Also, merchants’ role in the communal life is analyzed, including their contribution to the making and
expansion of modern communities, which led to China’s social transformation. With a multi-faceted description of Chinese merchants whose
development interweaves with the transformation of the ancient country, this book will appeal to scholars and students in economics, history,
sociology, and cultural studies. Readers interested in Chinese culture and social history will also be attracted by it.
During the Tang dynasty (618–907), changes in political policies, the religious landscape, and gender relations opened the possibility for
Daoist women to play an unprecedented role in religious and public life. Women, from imperial princesses to the daughters of commoner
families, could be ordained as Daoist priestesses and become religious leaders, teachers, and practitioners in their own right. Some achieved
remarkable accomplishments: one wrote and transmitted texts on meditation and inner cultivation; another, a physician, authored a treatise
on therapeutic methods, medical theory, and longevity techniques. Priestess-poets composed major works, and talented priestess-artists
produced stunning calligraphy. In Gender, Power, and Talent, Jinhua Jia draws on a wealth of previously untapped sources to explain how
Daoist priestesses distinguished themselves as a distinct gendered religious and social group. She describes the life journey of priestesses
from palace women to abbesses and ordinary practitioners, touching on their varied reasons for entering the Daoist orders, the role of social
and religious institutions, forms of spiritual experience, and the relationships between gendered identities and cultural representations. Jia
takes the reader inside convents and cloisters, demonstrating how they functioned both as a female space for self-determination and as a
public platform for both religious and social spheres. The first comprehensive study of the lives and roles of Daoist priestesses in Tang China,
Gender, Power, and Talent restores women to the landscape of Chinese religion and literature and proposes new methodologies for the
growing field of gender and religion.
The Dragon''s Hidden Wings is the first comprehensive study on China''s use of soft power. Sheng Ding provides the reader with an insightful
empirical study that details China''s economic and political rise on the global scene over the course of the last three decades. This book not
only endeavors to examine the connections between the ongoing rise of China and what Joseph Nye defines as soft power, but also attempts
to give readers a more complete understanding of China''s national power and modernization process. The main questions addressed are:
What are the theoretical and empirical connections between the soft power concept and the rise of China? What are China''s own soft power
resources? How has Beijing used soft power to become a major player in the world? What opportunities and challenges does the use of soft
power present to China? This study is essential reading for scholars of Chinese politics and foreign policy, and for scholars of international
relation interested in the concept and application of soft power.
Rise of the Tang DynastyPen & Sword Books
An English-language translation of core principles by the seventh-century emperor popularly credited as China's greatest historical leader is
comprised of his dialogues with his wisest advisors and critics and covers strategies in the arenas of government, business, the military,
athletics, philanthropy and parenting. --Publisher.
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This historical fiction is based on the true story of Li Shimin (also known as Tang Taizong), the greatest sovereign in Chinese history. About
30 years younger than Muhammad, he grew up in a world of devastating upheaval that tore China asunder and was thrust into the role of a
military commander in his father’s rebel army while still a teenager. In the process of vanquishing his enemies on the battlefield, he proved
himself to be a great military genius. As emperor he encouraged critical suggestions by his court officials, which he often adopted, and lent
support to the religions of his day, notably, Buddhism, Daoism, and Christianity. The international prestige he had won for Tang China was so
high that the states of Central and North Asia honored him with the title of “Heavenly Khan.” Although his father founded the dynasty, it was
his reign that laid the groundwork for a brilliant empire that was to endure for centuries.
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
Contributors to this insightful volume on topics in Chinese history from the past 1,400 years highlight the complexity at hand inside and
outside modern China, while exploring issues related to political and social dynamics, economic structures, modernization, identity building,
and Chinese interaction with the outside world. The articles presented here provide new insight on events as broad-ranging as the
interreligious court debates of the Tang, the Jiaqing reform of the Qing, the Chinese display at the 1893 World’s Fair in Chicago, China’s
rise, and its current Internet regulation, making this highly interdisciplinary collection an important contribution to current scholarship on the
nation of China.
Offers translations of poems by the two Chinese writers.
A reappraisal of Emperor Yang of the Sui dynasty, finding that his legacy provided the foundation for the celebrated civilization of the Tang
dynasty. Looking at the life and legacy of Emperor Yang (569–618) of the brief Sui dynasty in a new light, this book presents a compelling
case for his importance to Chinese history. Author Victor Cunrui Xiong utilizes traditional scholarship and secondary literature from China,
Japan, and the West to go beyond the common perception of Emperor Yang as merely a profligate tyrant. Xiong accepts neither the
traditional verdict against Emperor Yang nor the apologist effort to revise it, and instead offers a reassessment of Emperor Yang by exploring
the larger political, economic, military, religious, and diplomatic contexts of Sui society. This reconstruction of the life of Emperor Yang reveals
an astute visionary with literary, administrative, and reformist accomplishments. While a series of strategic blunders resulting from the darker
side of his personality led to the collapse of the socioeconomic order and to his own death, the Sui legacy that Emperor Yang left behind lived
on to provide the foundation for the rise of the Tang dynasty, the pinnacle of medieval Chinese civilization. Victor Cunrui Xiong is Professor of
History at Western Michigan University and the author of Sui-Tang Chang’an: A Study in the Urban History of Late Medieval China.
Julian Romane examines the military events behind the emergence of the Sui and Tang dynasties in the period 581-626 AD. Narrating the
campaigns and battles, he analyses in detail the strategy and tactics employed, a central theme being the collision of the steppe cavalry with
Chinese infantry armies. By the fourth century AD, horse nomads had seized northern China. Conflict with these Turkic interlopers continued
throughout the 5th and most of the 6th century. The emergence of the Sui dynasty (581-618) brought some progress but internal weakness
led to their rapid collapse. The succeeding House of Tang, however, provided the necessary stability and leadership to underpin military
success. This was largely the achievement of Li Shimin, who later became the second Tang Emperor. By the start of Li Shimin's reign as
Emperor Tang Taizong, effective military organizations had been developed and China reunified. His military campaigns are examples of
tactical and strategic virtuosity that demonstrate the application of the distinctive Chinese way of war expounded in Chinese military manuals,
including Li Shimin's own writings.
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