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Explores the religious practices and traditions of ancient Middle Eastern cultures, discussing pyramids, tombs, and Egyptian
temples, and describing the gods, rulers, beliefs about afterlife, and worship rituals of Egypt, Mesopotamia, and Syria-Palestine.
Provides undergraduate students with a vibrant account of the religious world of ancient Greece, now in its third edition Ancient
Greek Religion offers a detailed yet accessible introduction to the beliefs, myths, rituals, and deities of Greek religion. Author Jon
D. Mikalson provides a vivid depiction of Greek religious practice in Athens, Delphi, and Olympia during the Classical period and in
select other cities during the Hellenistic period. This reader-friendly textbook explains basic concepts of Greek polytheism,
describes major deities and cults, and discusses various aspects of Greek religious life in the context of the city-state, the village,
the family, and the individual. The revised third edition features new contributions by Andrej and Ivana Petrovic. It has two new
chapters: one highlighting Roman, Christian, and modern scholars’ approaches to Greek religion and one identifying the types of
sources used to understand and reconstruct ancient Greek religion. This edition also expands discussion of magic and personal
practices and includes an updated and expanded bibliography for each chapter. This popular textbook: Offers thorough coverage
of major Greek gods, heroes, myths, and cults Presents translations of ancient texts to promote reflection and discussion Features
a glossary of recurring Greek terms and a wealth of high-quality color maps, images, figures, and illustrations Describes Greek
religious practice from the perspectives of different worshippers, such as priests, slaves, family members, and public officials
Discusses various interpretations of the gods and the afterlife, the nature of piety and impiety, and the larger social and political
context of ancient Greece Ancient Greek Religion, Third Edition, remains the ideal introductory textbook for undergraduate
courses including Greek Civilization, Greek Religion, Greek and Roman Religion, Ancient Religions, and Greek History. It is also
an excellent source of reference for graduate students, instructors, and scholars studying religious life in Classical Greece.
Focusing on concepts, practices and images associated with purity in the ancient Mediterranean, this volume contributes new
aspects to the current discussion about the forming of religious traditions, from a comparative perspective that acknowldges
individual developments, mutual exchanges, as well as transcultural processes.

A survey of the religious beliefs of ancient Greece covers sacrifices, libations, purification, gods, heroes, the priesthood, oracles,
festivals, and the afterlife

This 1999 book describes the religious life of the Greeks from the archaic to the Roman periods.

This volume brings together scholars in religion, archaeology, philology, and history to explore case studies and theoretical models
of converging religions. The twenty-four essays offered in this volume, which derive from Hittite, Cilician, Lydian, Phoenician,
Greek, and Roman cultural settings, focus on encounters at the boundaries of cultures, landscapes, chronologies, social class and
status, the imaginary, and the materially operative. Broad patterns ultimately emerge that reach across these boundaries, and

suggest the state of the question on the study of convergence, and the potential fruitfulness for comparative and interdisciplinary
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studies as models continue to evolve.

Looks at the history and beliefs of ancient and modern religions, including Hinduism, Jainism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam

Blending literary criticism, political theory, and biblical and classical history, a compelling look at the profound impact of war and
politics on the beliefs of ancient peoples reveals how many devastating events led to the formation and definition of religious
beliefs for those who were conquered.

Memory and Urban Religion in the Ancient World brings together scholars and researchers working on memory and religion in
ancient urban environments. Chapters explore topics relating to religious traditions and memory, and the multifunctional roles of
architectural and geographical sites, mythical figures and events, literary works and artefacts. Pagan religions were often less
static and more open to new influences than previously understood. One of the factors that shape religion is how fundamental
elements are remembered as valuable and therefore preservable for future generations. Memory, therefore, plays a pivotal role
when - as seen in ancient Rome during late antiquity - a shift of religions takes place within communities. The significance of
memory in ancient societies and how it was promoted, prompted, contested and even destroyed is discussed in detail. This
volume, the first of its kind, not only addresses the main cultures of the ancient world - Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece and Rome -
but also look at urban religious culture and funerary belief, and how concepts of ethnic religion were adapted in new religious
environments.

An easy-to-use and comprehensive guide that explores the intriguing dogma and rituals, cultural convictions, and often-checkered
backgrounds and histories of the world's religions.

Ancient civilisations exercise an intense fascination for people the world over. This Handbook provides a vivid, scholarly, and
eminently readable account of ancient cultures around the world, from China to India, the Middle East, Egypt, Europe, and the
Americas. It examines the development of religious belief from the time of the Palaeolithic cave paintings to the Aztecs and Incas.
Covering the whole of society not just the elite, the Handbook outlines the history of the different societies so that their religion and
culture can be understood in context. Each chapter includes discussion of the broad field of relevant studies alerting the reader to
wider debates on each subject. An international team of scholars convey their own deep enthusiasm for their subject and provide a
unique study of both popular and 'official’ religion in the ancient world.

"How new is atheism? Although adherents and opponents alike today present it as an invention of the European Enlightenment,
when the forces of science and secularism broadly challenged those of faith, disbelief in the gods, in fact, originated in a far more
remote past. In Battling the Gods, Tim Whitmarsh journeys into the ancient Mediterranean, a world almost unimaginably different
from our own, to recover the stories and voices of those who first refused the divinities. Homer's epic poems of human striving,
journeying, and passion were ancient Greece's only "sacred texts," but no ancient Greek thought twice about questioning or

mocking his stories of the gods. Priests were functionaries rather than sources of moral or cosmological wisdom. The absence of
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centralized religious authority made for an extraordinary variety of perspectives on sacred matters, from the devotional to the
atheos, or "godless." Whitmarsh explores this kaleidoscopic range of ideas about the gods, focusing on the colorful individuals
who challenged their existence. Among these were some of the greatest ancient poets and philosophers and writers, as well as
the less well known: Diagoras of Melos, perhaps the first self-professed atheist; Democritus, the first materialist; Socrates,
executed for rejecting the gods of the Athenian state; Epicurus and his followers, who thought gods could not intervene in human
affairs; the brilliantly mischievous satirist Lucian of Samosata. Before the revolutions of late antiquity, which saw the scriptural
religions of Christianity and Islam enforced by imperial might, there were few constraints on belief. Everything changed, however,
in the millennium between the appearance of the Homeric poems and Christianity's establishment as Rome's state religion in the
fourth century AD. As successive Greco-Roman empires grew in size and complexity, and power was increasingly concentrated in
central capitals, states sought to impose collective religious adherence, first to cults devoted to individual rulers, and ultimately to
monotheism. In this new world, there was no room for outright disbelief: the label "atheist” was used now to demonize anyone who
merely disagreed with the orthodoxy--and so it would remain for centuries."--Jacket.

Religions of the Ancient WorldA GuideHarvard University Press

Provides an introduction to the major religions of the ancient Mediterranean and explores current research regarding the
similarities and differences among them.

Introduces readers to religion in the ancient world.

An anthology of primary readings in ancient western religious thought from the beginnings of civilization in Mesopotamia and Egypt
(c. 3000 B.C.E.) to the collapse of the Roman Empire (c. 450 C.E.). +

This volume contains a series of provocative essays that explore expressions of magic and ritual power in the ancient world. The
strength of the present volume lies in the breadth of scholarly approaches represented. The book begins with several
papyrological studies presenting important new texts in Greek and Coptic, continuing with essays focussing on taxonomy and
definition. The concluding essays apply contemporary theories to analyses of specific test cases in a broad variety of ancient
Mediterranean cultures. Paul Mirecki, Th.D. (1986) in Religious Studies, Harvard Divinity School, is Associate Professor of
Religious Studies at the University of Kansas. Marvin Meyer, Ph.D. (1979) in Religion, Claremont Graduate School, is Professor of
Religion at Chapman University, Orange, California, and Director of the Coptic Magical Texts Project of the Institute for Antiquity
and Christianity.

This book, in minute detail, presents a polyphony of voices, perspectives and opinions, from which emerges a diverse but coherent
representation of the complex relationship between religion and war in the Ancient Near East, Greece and Rome.

Integrating the results of scholarly work from the past decade, the authors of An Introduction to the Ancient World, Lukas de Blois
and R.J. van der Spek, have fully-updated and revised all sixteen chapters of this best-selling introductory textbook. Covering the

history and culture of the ancient Near East, Greece and Rome within the framework of a short narrative history of events, this
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book offers an easily readable, integrated overview for students of history, classics, archaeology and philosophy, whether at
college, at undergraduate level or among the wider reading public. This revised second edition offers a new section on early
Christianity and more specific information on the religions, economies, and societies of the ancient Near East. There is extended
coverage of Greek, Macedonian and Near Eastern history of the fourth to second centuries BC and the history of the Late Roman
Republic. The consequences of Julius Caesar’s violent death are covered in more detail, as are the history and society of Imperial
Rome. This new edition is: comprehensive: covers 3,000 years of ancient history and provides the basis for a typical one-semester
course lavishly illustrated: contains maps, line drawings and plates to support and supplement the text, with updated captions
clearly and concisely written: two established and respected university teachers with thirty years' experience in the subject areas
well-organized: traces the broad outline of political history but also concentrates on particular topics user-friendly: includes chapter
menus, an extensive and expanded bibliography organized by subject area and three appendices, an improved introduction and
the addition of an epilogue.

Book celebrates the work of Simon Price.

This set of two volumes provides a comprehensive examination of the history of the religions of the ancient Near East and
Mediterranean world.

This book offers a clear and concise historical overview of the major religious movements of the ancient Mediterranean world
existing from the time of the second millennium BCE up until the fourth century CE, including both the Judeo-Christian and pagan
religious traditions. Recognizing the significant role of religious institutions in human history and acknowledging the diversity of
religious ideas and practices in the ancient Mediterranean world, “religion” is defined as a collection of myths, beliefs, rituals,
ethical practices, social institutions and experiences related to the realm of the sacred cosmos. Without focusing too much
attention on technicalities and complex vocabulary, the book provides an introductory road map for exploring the vast array of
religious data permeating the ancient Mediterranean world. Through an examination of literary and archeological evidence, the
book summarizes the fundamental religious beliefs and practices of the ancient Near Eastern world, including the religious
traditions of ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt and Israel. Turning westward, the fascinating world of ancient Greek and Roman religion
is considered next. The discussion begins with a description of Minoan-Mycenaean religion, followed by a consideration of
classical Roman and Greek religion. Next, the numerous religious movements that blossomed during Hellenistic-Roman times are
discussed. In addition, the fundamental theological contributions of various Greco-Roman philosophical schools of thought,
including Orphism, Stoicism, Pythagoreanism, Platonism and Neo-Platonism, are described. Greco-Roman philosophy functioned
as a quasi-religious outlook for many, and played a decisive role in the evolution of religion in the classical and Hellenistic period.
The theological speculations of the philosophers regarding the nature of God and the soul made a huge impact in religious circles
during the classical and Hellenistic era. Moving forward in history from archaic and classical times to the later Hellenistic-Roman

period, the old religious order of the past falls by the wayside and a new updated religious paradigm begins to develop throughout
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the Mediterranean world, with a greater emphasis being placed upon the religious individual and the expression of personal
religious feelings. There are several important social and historical reasons for this shift in perspective and these factors are
explained in the chapter focusing upon personal religion in Hellenistic times. Since the entire religious topography of the ancient
Mediterranean world is rarely outlined in a single volume, this book will be a welcome addition to anyone’s library.

Excerpt from The Religions of the Ancient World: Including Egypt, Assyria and Babylonia, Persia, India, Phoenicia, Etruria, Greece,
Rome This little work has originated in a series of papers written for the Sunday at Home in the years 1879 and 1881, based upon
Lectures delivered in the University of Oxford, from the chair which | have the honour to hold. During the twenty-one years that |
have occupied that chair, | have continually felt more and more that the real history of nations is bound up with the history of their
religions, and that, unless these are carefully studied and accurately known, the inner life of nations is not apprehended, nor is
their history understood. | have also felt that the desire to generalize upon the subject of ancient religions, and to build up a formal
"Science of Religion," as it is called, has outrun the necessarily anterior collection of materials on which generalization might be
safely based. | have, therefore, in my lectures to students, made a point of drawing their attention, from time to time, to the
religious beliefs and practices of the various races and nations with whom my historical teaching has been concerned, and of
exhibiting to them, as we was | was able, at once the external features and the internal characteristics of "The Religions of the
Ancient World." About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy.
In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do,
however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the
state of such historical works.

This 2011 book is a history of religious life in the Ancient Near East from the beginnings of agriculture to Alexander the Great's
invasion in the 300s BCE. Daniel C. Snell traces key developments in the history, daily life and religious beliefs of the people of
Ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt, Israel and Iran. His research investigates the influence of those ideas on the West, with particular
emphasis on how religious ideas from this historical and cultural milieu still influence the way modern cultures and religions view
the world. Designed to be accessible to students and readers with no prior knowledge of the period, the book uses fictional
vignettes to add interest to its material, which is based on careful study of archaeological remains and preserved texts. The book
will provide a thoughtful summary of the Ancient Near East and includes a comprehensive bibliography to guide readers in further
study of related topics.

The Cambridge History of Religion in the Classical World provides a comprehensive and in-depth analysis of the religions of the
ancient Near East and Mediterranean world. The nineteen essays in this volume begin with the Hellenistic age and extend to the

late Roman period. Its contributors, all acknowledged experts in their fields, analyze a wide spectrum of textual and material
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evidence. An essay by the General Editor sets out the central questions, themes and historical trends considered in Volumes | and
II. An essay by William Adler introduces the chapters of Volume II. The regional and historical orientations of the essays will
enable readers to see how a religious tradition or movement assumed a distinctive local identity, and consider its development
within a broader regional and Mediterranean context. Supplemented with maps, illustrations, and detailed indexes, the volume is
an excellent reference tool for scholars of the ancient Near East and Mediterranean world.

An Introduction to the Ancient World offers a thorough survey of the history of the ancient Near East, Greece and Rome. Covering
the social, political, economic and cultural processes that have influenced later western and Near Eastern civilisations, this volume
considers subjects such as the administrative structures, economies and religions of the ancient Near East, Athenian democracy,
the development of classical Greek literature, the interaction of cultures in the Hellenistic world, the political and administrative
system of the Roman Republic and empire, and the coming of Christianity, all within the broad outline of political history. This third
edition is thoroughly updated and some chapters are completely rewritten to cover recent historical research. Changes include:
more attention to economic structures and developments, and to the history of the later Roman Empire (third to sixth centuries
AD); incorporation of the results of recent archaeological and historical research, and recently published studies of ancient
literature; ‘boxes’ that support the main text, on topics including economic and political systems, religion and terminology;

redrawn maps and new, higher-quality images; the inclusion of useful websites in the bibliography. An Introduction to the Ancient
World provides an easily readable, user-friendly, integrated overview for students of ancient history, classics and archaeology.
Lavishly illustrated, clearly and concisely written, and well organised, this fully updated and revised edition will remain a key
resource for students beginning to investigate the civilisations of the ancient Mediterranean.

Describes five ancient approaches to life, shows artifacts for a variety of early religions, and discusses each one's beliefs and
rituals

Religious beliefs and practices, which permeated all aspects of life in antiquity, traveled well-worn routes throughout the
Mediterranean: itinerant charismatic practitioners peddled their skills as healers, purifiers, cursers, and initiators; and vessels
decorated with illustrations of myths traveled with them. This collection of essays, drawn from the groundbreaking reference work
Religion in the Ancient World, offers an expansive, comparative perspective on this complex spiritual world.

A New York Times Notable Book of 2018 “Searingly passionate...Nixey writes up a storm. Each sentence is rich,
textured, evocative, felt...[A] ballista-bolt of a book.” —New York Times Book Review In Harran, the locals refused to
convert. They were dismembered, their limbs hung along the town’s main street. In Alexandria, zealots pulled the elderly
philosopher-mathematician Hypatia from her chariot and flayed her to death with shards of broken pottery. Not long
before, their fellow Christians had invaded the city’s greatest temple and razed it—smashing its world-famous statues and
destroying all that was left of Alexandria’s Great Library. Today, we refer to Christianity’s conquest of the West as a
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“triumph.” But this victory entailed an orgy of destruction in which Jesus’s followers attacked and suppressed classical
culture, helping to pitch Western civilization into a thousand-year-long decline. Just one percent of Latin literature would
survive the purge; countless antiquities, artworks, and ancient traditions were lost forever. As Catherine Nixey reveals,
evidence of early Christians’ campaign of terror has been hiding in plain sight: in the palimpsests and shattered statues
proudly displayed in churches and museums the world over. In The Darkening Age, Nixey resurrects this lost history,
offering a wrenching account of the rise of Christianity and its terrible cost.

The Routledge Encyclopedia of Ancient Mediterranean Religions is the first comprehensive single-volume reference work
offering authoritative coverage of ancient religions in the Mediterranean world. Chronologically, the volume’s scope
extends from pre-historical antiquity in the third millennium B.C.E. through the rise of Islam in the seventh century C.E.
An interdisciplinary approach draws out the common issues and elements between and among religious traditions in the
Mediterranean basin. Key features of the volume include: Detailed maps of the Mediterranean World, ancient Egypt, the
Roman Empire, and the Hellenistic World A comprehensive timeline of major events, innovations, and individuals, divided
by region to provide both a diachronic and pan-Mediterranean, synchronic view A broad geographical range including
western Asia, northern Africa, and southern Europe This encyclopedia will serve as a key point of reference for all
students and scholars interested in ancient Mediterranean culture and society.

In "Reading Religions in the Ancient World," sixteen colleagues and students of Robert M. Grant honor their colleague,
friend and mentor with essays on Classical Studies, New Testament Studies and Patristic Studies. These three areas of
study signal the breadth and depth of Professor Grant's own scholarly interests and productivity.

Presents the beliefs, cults, gods, and ritual practices that developed in Mediterranean region countries such as Egypt,
Anatolia, Mesopotamia, Iran, Greece, and Rome from the the third millenium B.C. up to the fourth century A.D.

Much like our world today, Late Antiquity (fourth-seventh centuries CE) is often seen as a period rife with religious
violence, not least because the literary sources are full of stories of Christians attacking temples, statues and '‘pagans'.
However, using insights from Religious Studies, recent studies have demonstrated that the Late Antique sources
disguise a much more intricate reality. The present volume builds on this recent cutting-edge scholarship on religious
violence in Late Antiquity in order to come to more nuanced judgments about the nature of the violence. At the same
time, the focus on Late Antiquity has taken away from the fact that the phenomenon was no less prevalent in the earlier
Graeco-Roman world. This book is therefore the first to bring together scholars with expertise ranging from classical
Athens to Late Antiquity to examine the phenomenon in all its complexity and diversity throughout Antiquity.

"The Handbook of Religions in Ancient Europe" surveys the major religious currents of Europe before Christianity - the
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first continental religion with hegemonic ambition - wiped out most local religions. The evidence - whether archaeological
or written - is notoriously difficult to interpret, and the variety of religions documented by the sources and the range of
languages used are bewildering. The "Handbook" brings together leading authorities on pre-Christian religious history to
provide a state-of-the-art survey. The first section of the book covers the Prehistoric period, from the Paleolithic to the
Bronze Age. The second section covers the period since writing systems began. Ranging across the Mediterranean and
Northern, Celtic and Slavic Europe, the essays assess the archaeological and textual evidence. Dispersed
archaeological remains and biased outside sources constitute our main sources of information, so the complex task of
interpreting these traces is explained for each case. The "Handbook" also aims to highlight the plurality of religion in
ancient Europe: the many ways in which it is expressed, notably in discourse, action, organization, and material culture;
how it is produced and maintained by different people with different interests; how communities always connect with or
disassociate from adjunct communities and how their beliefs and rituals are shaped by these relationships. The
"Handbook" will be invaluable to anyone interested in ancient History and also to scholars and students of Religion,
Anthropology, Archaeology, and Classical Studies.
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