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Reinventing The Museum The Evolving
Conversation On The Paradigm Shift
This book provides a fresh and practical look on mission statements and strategic
thinking. Anderson lays out the importance of mission statements while providing
useful examples of vision, values, and other components typically a part of a
museum's strategic framework. This book takes the discussion to the present and
into the future.
Museums in the Digital Age: Changing Meanings of Place, Community, and
Culture showcases how the use of technology in museums should be understood
as factors directly related to the museums’ notion of community, local culture,
and place, whether these places are in mid-America, urban metropolises, or
ethnically diverse and underserved communities. Here, museum expert Susana
Smith Bautista brings more than twenty years of experience in cultural institutes
in Los Angeles, New York, and Greece to propose a social understanding of why
museums should be adopting technology, and how it should be adapted based
on their particular missions, communities, and places. This book is timely
because we are in the midst of the digital age, which is rapidly changing due to
Page 1/21

Access Free Reinventing The Museum The Evolving Conversation On The
Paradigm Shift
rapidly changing developments in technology and society as well, with social
adaptations of technology. Theory is always racing to catch up with practice in
the digital age, but theory remains a critical - and often neglected - component to
accompany the practical application of technology in museums. In order to
illustrate these points, the book presents five case studies of the most
technologically advanced art museums in the United States today: The
Indianapolis Museum of Art The Walker Art Center The San Francisco Museum
of Modern Art The Museum of Modern Art The Brooklyn Museum Each case
study ends with a Lessons Learned section to bring these points home. While the
case studies focus on museums in the United States, and also on art museums,
this book is relevant to all types of museums and to museums all over the world,
as they equally face the challenge of incorporating technology into their
institutions. Although these case studies are all well-established and wellendowed museums, Bautista reveals valuable insight into the difficulties they
face and the questions they are asking which are relevant to even the smallest
museum or community cultural center.
This comprehensive history of museums begins with the origins of collecting in
prehistory and traces the evolution of museums from grave goods to treasure
troves, from the Alexandrian Temple of the Muses to the Renaissance cabinets
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of curiosities, and onto the diverse array of modern institutions worldwide. The
development of museums as public institutions is explored in the context of world
history with a special emphasis on the significance of objects and collecting. The
book examines how the successful exportation of the European museum model
and its international adaptations have created public institutions that are critical
tools in diverse societies for understanding the world. Rather than focusing on a
specialized aspect of museum history, this volume provides a comprehensive
synthesis of museums worldwide from their earliest origins to the present.
Museums: A History tells the fascinating story of how museums respond to the
needs of the cultures that create them. Readers will come away with an
understanding of: the comprehensive history of museums from prehistoric
collections to the present the evolution of museums presented in the context of
world history the development of museums considered in diverse cultural
contexts global perspective on museums the object-centered history of museums
museums as memory institutions A constant theme throughout the book is that
,useums have evolved to become institutions in which objects and learning are
associated to help human beings understand the world around them. Illustrations
amplify the discussions.
The Value of Museums makes the case that the niche museums has always
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been public well-being. This guide shows museums how to assess and
communicate that essential public value.
This book discusses some of the benefits of working in museums; explains how
museums differ according to size, type, and organizational structure; and goes
through dozens of museum positions in detail. It is designed to introduce college
students, graduate students, and/or young professionals to the museum field.
Museums throughout the world have common needs and face common
challenges. Keeping up-to-date with new ideas and changing practice is
challenging for small and medium-sized museums where time for reading and
training is often restricted. This new edition of Museum Basics has therefore
been produced for the many museums worldwide that operate with limited
resources and few professional staff. The comprehensive training course
provided within the book is also suitable for museum studies students who wish
to gain a full understanding of work within a museum. Drawing from a wide range
of practical experience, the authors provide a basic guide to all aspects of
museum work, from audience development and education, through collections
management and conservation, to museum organisation and forward planning.
Organised on a modular basis with over 110 Units, Museum Basics can be used
as a reference work to assist day-to-day museum management and as the key
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textbook in pre-service and in-service training programmes. It is designed to be
supplemented by case studies, project work and group discussion. This third
edition has been fully updated and extended to take account of the many
changes that have occurred in the world of museums in the last five years. It
includes over 100 new diagrams supporting the text, a glossary, sources of
information and support as well as a select bibliography. Museum Basics is also
now supported by its own companion website providing a wide range of
additional resources for the reader.
Growth of Chinese museums in the 21st century reflects the government’s
Museum Development Plan for 2011-2020 to open one museum per 250,000
people, with the goal of attracting one billion visitors. This book builds our
knowledge of the roles of China’s museums through social and political changes,
governance, and the private and public sectors.
Only a decade ago, the notion that museums, galleries and heritage
organisations might engage in activist practice, with explicit intent to act upon
inequalities, injustices and environmental crises, was met with scepticism and
often derision. Seeking to purposefully bring about social change was viewed by
many within and beyond the museum community as inappropriately political and
antithetical to fundamental professional values. Today, although the idea remains
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controversial, the way we think about the roles and responsibilities of museums
as knowledge based, social institutions is changing. Museum Activism examines
the increasing significance of this activist trend in thinking and practice. At this
crucial time in the evolution of museum thinking and practice, this groundbreaking volume brings together more than fifty contributors working across six
continents to explore, analyse and critically reflect upon the museum’s
relationship to activism. Including contributions from practitioners, artists, activists
and researchers, this wide-ranging examination of new and divergent
expressions of the inherent power of museums as forces for good, and as
activists in civil society, aims to encourage further experimentation and enrich the
debate in this nascent and uncertain field of museum practice. Museum Activism
elucidates the largely untapped potential for museums as key intellectual and
civic resources to address inequalities, injustice and environmental challenges.
This makes the book essential reading for scholars and students of museum and
heritage studies, gallery studies, arts and heritage management, and politics. It
will be a source of inspiration to museum practitioners and museum leaders
around the globe.
Publisher description
This is the first comprehensive resource to focus solely on the rights and reproductions
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guidelines, established standards and emerging best practices at cultural institutions. First
published in 2015, the second edition is the first time the Handbook is available in print.
This behind-the-scenes account details the emotionally complex fifteen-year struggle
surrounding the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum's birth.
The first book to take a "visitor's eye view" of the museum visit, updated to incorporate
advances in research, theory, and practice in the museum field over the last twenty years.
Reinventing the MuseumThe Evolving Conversation on the Paradigm ShiftAltamira Press
This book asks the question: what is the role of memory during a political transition? Drawing
on Ethiopian history, transitional justice, and scholarly fields concerned with memory,
museums and trauma, the author reveals a complex picture of global, transnational, national
and local forces as they converge in the story of the creation and continued life of one modest
museum in the Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa—the Red Terror Martyrs Memorial Museum. It is
a study from multiple margins: neither the case of Ethiopia nor memorialization is central to
transitional justice discourse, and within Ethiopia, the history of the Red Terror is sidelined in
contemporary politics. From these nested margins, traumatic memory emerges as an
ambiguous social and political force. The contributions, meaning and limitations of memory
emerge at the point of discrete interactions between memory advocates, survivor-docents and
visitors. Memory from the margins is revealed as powerful for how it disrupts, not builds, new
forms of community.
Museum learning is a vital component of the lifelong-learning process. In this new edition of
The Manual of Museum Learning, leading museum education professionals offer practical
advice for creating successful learning experiences in museums and related institutions (such
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as galleries, zoos, and botanic gardens) that can attract and intrigue diverse audiences. The
original Manual of Museum Learning was published in 2007. The editors have totally rethought
this new edition. This second edition focuses on the ways museum staffs (and the departments
for which they work) can facilitate the experience in a way that capitalizes on their individual
institutional strengths. The goal of this new edition is to provide museums with guidance in
developing a strategic approach to their learning programs. There is a close connection
between institution-wide strategic planning – where an institution decides what course and
direction it will take for a five to seven-year period – and its approach to museum learning. One
size does not fit all, and what each museum is (or aspires to be) will affect its individual
approach. Thus there are many routes for museums to take, many alternative ways for them to
play this role. No one museum can be all things to all prospective learners; they will be better
suited to some approaches than to others. This new edition identifies these approaches and
enables museums to find the paths for which they are individually best suited, to help them
identify their own unique approaches to facilitating museum learning. Each one’s mission and
vision, its relationships with institutional and public stakeholders, local cultural and market
factors, its individual collection and programmatic strengths, its financial position – all of these
things matter. This second edition aims to help each museum find the right approach to
learning for its unique situation by showing them the range of museum “personalities” in terms
of their being learning institutions, what constitutes each type, and what the implications are of
choosing one or another approach for a particular museum. A major theme of the 2nd edition
of The Manual of Museum Learning is museum as connector; the ways in which museums are
facilitating self-directed learning by connecting people with resources. Not all will connect
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audiences with learning vehicles in the same way. If museum learning is affective learning,
then it is the role of the museum to connect its visitors, program participants and others who
benefit from its knowledge to the learning resources that best suit the institution’s strengths
and matches them to the learning needs of the museum’s audiences. By connecting users to
the resources they are most interested in, or which best suit each individual’s particular
learning styles, museums are at their best when they empower individuals to design their own
learning experience in ways that resonate best with each individual.
There is a fundamental mismatch between the way we organise our senior management
teams and the way modern commerce has evolved. Wrapping finesse, technology, rules,
bureaucracy, and “science” around our C-Suite conventions, designed for nineteenth-century
businesses, is not nearly enough to meet the challenges of modern business environments
and practices. This book is for executives who want to enable their C-Suite, and by extension
their organizations, to survive and thrive into the future. It will help them to foresee future
challenges and provide suggestions for new working practices at executive level to
successfully adapt to those changes. How should executive teams organize themselves,
reinvent their roles, and work with stakeholders to evolve and innovate? What is the role of the
new C-grade executive – managers, leaders, or something else? Executives and aspiring
executives will find new challenges for organizations and ways to deal with them. Forwardthinking business students will find startling ideas and practical tools for viewing business and
its activities. What is the next evolution of the executive function in organizations? This book
explores how we can predict it, shape it, and succeed in it.

Between 1890 and 1918, British colonial expansion in Africa led to the removal of many
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African artifacts that were subsequently brought to Britain and displayed. Annie
Coombes argues that this activity had profound repercussions for the construction of a
national identity within Britain itself--the effects of which are still with us today. Through
a series of detailed case studies, Coombes analyzes the popular and scientific
knowledge of Africa which shaped a diverse public's perception of that continent: the
looting and display of the Benin "bronzes" from Nigeria; ethnographic museums; the
mass spectacle of large-scale international and missionary exhibitions and colonial
exhibitions such as the "Stanley and African" of 1890; together with the critical reaction
to such events in British national newspapers, the radical and humanitarian press and
the West African press. Coombes argues that although endlessly reiterated racial
stereotypes were disseminated through popular images of all things "African," this was
no simple reproduction of imperial ideology. There were a number of different and
sometimes conflicting representations of Africa and of what it was to be
African--representations that varied according to political, institutional, and disciplinary
pressures. The professionalization of anthropology over this period played a crucial role
in the popularization of contradictory ideas about African culture to a mass public.
Pioneering in its research, this book offers valuable insights for art and design
historians, historians of imperialism and anthropology, anthropologists, and
museologists.
In 1979, Edward P. Alexander's Museums in Motion was hailed as a much-needed
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addition to the museum literature. In combining the history of museums since the
eighteenth century with a detailed examination of the function of museums and
museum workers in modern society, it served as an essential resource for those
seeking to enter to the museum profession and for established professionals looking for
an expanded understanding of their own discipline. Now, Mary Alexander has produced
a newly revised edition of the classic text, bringing it the twenty-first century with
coverage of emerging trends, resources, and challenges. New material also includes a
discussion of the children's museum as a distinct type of institution and an exploration
of the role computers play in both outreach and traditional in-person visits.
This volume presents sixteen thoughtful essays which address innovative ways to
present cultural heritage primarily in ethnographic and social history museums through
recent permanent, temporary, and mobile exhibitions. The essays included are taken
from the different vantage points; they prompt critical debate about new ways of
thinking and working in museums of different sizes, with regard for how we might work
collaboratively towards a more equitable future. Essential political issues related to
power and the strong influences of the museum are addressed in each section,
especially with regards to the presentation of particular cultures and communities.
In the second edition of their 2000 book, John H. Falk and Lynn D. Dierking offer an
updated version of the Contextual Model of Learning, as well as present the latest
advances in museum research, theory, and practice in order to provide readers an
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inside view of how and why people learn from their museum experiences.
Profiles the Eskimo boy who was brought back to the United States by explorer Robert
Peary, and whose father's body was placed on display at the Museum of Natural
History.
Winner of the 2018 Ontario Museum Association Award of Excellence Winner of the
2019 Canadian Museum Association Award of Outstanding Achievement in the
Research - Cultural Heritage Category Creating Exhibits that Engage: A Manual for
Museums and Historical Organizations is a concise, useful guide to developing effective
and memorable museum exhibits. The book is full of information, guidelines, tips, and
concrete examples drawn from the author’s years of experience as a curator and
exhibit developer in the United States and Canada. Is this your first exhibit project? You
will find step-by-step instructions, useful advice and plenty of examples. Are you a small
museum or local historical society looking to improve your exhibits? This book will take
you through how to define your audience, develop a big idea, write the text, manage the
budget, design the graphics, arrange the gallery, select artifacts, and fabricate, install
and evaluate the exhibit. Are you a museum studies student wanting to learn about the
theory and practice of exhibit development? This book combines both and includes
references to works by noted authors in the field. Written in a clear and accessible
style, Creating Exhibits that Engage offers checklists of key points at the end of each
chapter, a glossary of specialized terms, and photographs, drawings and charts
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illustrating key concepts and techniques.
Fully updated and extended to include the many changes that have occurred in the last
decade and including glossary, sources of information and bibliography, this books
draws on a wide range of practical experience to provide an invaluable guide to all
aspects of museum work and staff experience for museums worldwide.
Managing previously unmanaged collections can be challenging. The process of
securing the collection and making it accessible needs the mindset of a collections
manager as well as the one of a project manager. The target audience are museum
professionals with a basic training in collections care that are confronted with
collections that are either large in numbers (1000+ artifacts) or stored confusingly, or
both. The book is a step-by-step guide how to approach this situation, assuming that
there's nothing to start with but a collection that has to be accessioned and the person
who is assigned to do it. It is about how to bring order into the chaos, to define what is
needed in terms of time, money, staff and material, to spot facility issues and potential
dangers, and to use the power of networking to solve an otherwise unsolvable task.
Many chapters conclude with “logical exits,” the points at which the collection in a
condition that allows you to leave it for the next curator to take over. A common issue is
that time frames are often so tight that the target of having the collection in good shape
at the end of a contract or at a fixed date can’t be met. Another common scenario may
be that other projects become more important and you have to stop working on the
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collection, which might sound familiar to many directors of small museums. “Logical
exits” are the points you can do this without risking that everything you’ve done so far
or since the last “logical exit” was a waste of time. For contractors those “logical exits”
might serve as orientation points when negotiating the work that has to be done on the
collection.
How to Close a Museum: A Practical Guide answers your questions about closing a
museum. Even if you are just considering your options during difficult times and
planning for your future, this book takes you through all the legal, ethical, and
operational questions to start thinking about. It clearly lays out all the steps to follow to
dissolve the nonprofit corporation, how to work with the board, disperse assets, create
a final staffing plan, media relations, archival materials, community relations, and how
to deal with donors and preserve the legacy of the organization. Included in the book
are valuable forms, creative ideas, and sample documents to save you time. Written by
Dr. Susana Bautista, an experienced museum administrator, curator, and museologist,
who personally went though this process of closing a museum as the last executive
director of the Pasadena Museum of California Art in 2018. She will recount her
experiences and lessons learned, as well as those of other museum leaders who have
gone through similar experiences, so that all museum professionals will be better
prepared for what is always a stressful and emotional experience.
In this volume of 29 essays, Weil's overarching concern is that museums be able to
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“earn their keep”—that they make themselves matter—in an environment of potentially
shrinking resources. Also included in this collection are reflections on the special
qualities of art museums, an investigation into the relationship of current copyright law
to the visual arts, a detailed consideration of how the museums and legal system of the
United States have coped with the problem of Nazi-era art, and a series of delightfully
provocative training exercises for those anticipating entry into the museum field.
Through international cases studies, essayists in Museums in a Global Context:
National Identity, International Understanding consider the politics of museum
interpretation in the global context, issues of cultural patrimony and heritage tourism,
the risks of crossing boundaries and borders to present controversial subjects, and
strategies for engaging audiences and communities.
The Green Museum remains the leading handbook for museums seeking to learn ways
to implement environmentally sustainable practices at their institutions. This new edition
features updated standards, techniques, and new case studies to help achieve these
goals.
Creating tours, school programs, and other interpretive activities at historic house
museums are among the most effective ways to engage the public in the history of their
community and yet many organizations fail to achieve their potential. This guide
describes the essential elements of successful interpretation: content, audience, and
methods.
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A Companion to Museum Studies captures the multidisciplinary approach to the study
of the development, roles, and significance of museums in contemporary society.
Collects first-rate original essays by leading figures from a range of disciplines and
theoretical stances, including anthropology, art history, history, literature, sociology,
cultural studies, and museum studies Examines the complexity of the museum from
cultural, political, curatorial, historical and representational perspectives Covers
traditional subjects, such as space, display, buildings, objects and collecting, and more
contemporary challenges such as visiting, commerce, community and experimental
exhibition forms
In this book, Michael Murawski explores the work of museums as agents of change
through inspiring case studies as well as his own honest, personal experiences as a
museum educator, offering effective strategies for museums to enact change in their
communities and, most importantly, convert talk into action
More than 140 full-color photographs and illustrations, based on an exhibition at the
Museum of Science, Boston, capture the interface between movie magic and real-life
science, exploring the ways in which scientists are transforming Star Wars fictions and
special effects into reality, from plans for commercial space flight to robots and mag-lev
trains. Reprint. 25,000 first printing.
Museum Studies: An Anthology of Contexts provides a comprehensive interdisciplinary
collection of approaches to museums and their relation to history, culture, philosophy
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and their adoring or combative publics. Brings together for the first time a wide array of
texts that mix contemporary analysis with historical documentation Includes five
sections that highlight central themes in museum studies: issue-oriented contexts in
museology; states of "nature"; the status of nations; history, memory and other
locations; and arts, crafts and visitors Addresses the development of museums, the role
of the museum in society, and issues central to contemporary museum studies Opens
with an introductory essay that situates museum studies in a truly interdisciplinary
context and includes an opening essay for each section that guides the reader through
the selections Includes a bibliography and list of resources devoted to museum studies
that makes the volume an authoritative guide on the subject
Invaluable information and advice to anyone who wants to preserve these objects.
Twenty-one contributors, fourteen of whom are American Indians, discuss general
aspects of museum care, explain techniques for particular materials, and address
important cultural considerations.
This reader brings together 35 seminal articles that reflect the museum world's ongoing
conversation with itself and the public about what it means to be a museum—one that is
relevant and responsive to its constituents and always examining and reexamining its
operations, policies, collections, and programs. In conjunction with the editor's
introductory material and recommended additional readings these articles will help
students grasp the essentials of the dialogue and guide them on where to turn for
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further details and developments.
Highlighted by two hundred full-color photographs, a celebration of American crafts and
decorative arts and the artists who create them showcases masterpieces of furniture,
wood, ceramics, glass, fiber, jewelry, metal, and basketry from the past two centuries,
along with a look at how craft has shaped American history, arts, vitality, and identity.
25,000 first printing.
The New Art Museum Library addresses the issues facing today's art museum libraries
through a series of scholarly essays written by top librarians in the field. In 2007, the
publication, Art Museum Libraries and Librarianship, edited by Joan Benedetti, was the
first to solely focus on the field of art museum librarianship. In the decade since then,
many changes have occurred in the field--both technological and ideological--prompting
the need for a follow-up publication. In addition to representing current thinking and
practice, this new publication also addresses the need to clearly articulate and define
the art museum library’s value within its institution. It documents the broad changes in
the environment that art museum libraries now function within and to celebrate the
many innovative initiatives that are flourishing in this new landscape. Librarians working
in art museum face unique challenges as museums redefine what object-based, visitorcentric learning looks like in the 21st century. These unique challenges mean that art
museum libraries are developing new strategies and initiatives so that they can
continue to thrive in this environment. The unique nature of these initiatives mean that
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they will be useful to librarians working in a wide range of special libraries, as well as
more broadly in academic and public libraries. The New Art Museum Library is uniquely
positioned to present new strategies and initiatives including digital art history initiatives,
the new norms in art museum library staffing, and the public programing priorities that
are core to many art museum libraries today. This book is an endorsed project of
ARLIS/NA.
Curation as a concept and a catchword in modern parlance has, over recent decades,
become deeply ingrained in modern culture. The purpose of this study is to explore the
curatorial forces at work within the modern opera house and to examine the
functionaries and processes that guide them. In turn, comparisons are made with the
workings of the traditional art museum, where artworks are studied, preserved,
restored, displayed and contextualised – processes which are also present in the opera
house. Curatorial roles in each institution are identified and described, and the role of
the celebrity art curator is compared with that of the modern stage director, who has
acquired previously undreamt-of licence to interrogate operatic works, overlaying them
with new concepts and levels of meaning in order to reinvent and redefine the operatic
repertoire for contemporary needs. A point of coalescence between the opera house
and the art museum is identified, with the transformation, towards the end of the
nineteenth century, of the opera house into the operatic museum. Curatorial practices
in the opera house are examined, and further communalities and synergies in the way
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that ‘works’ are defined in each institution are explored. This study also considers the
so-called ‘birth’ of opera around the start of the seventeenth century, with reference to
the near-contemporary rise of the modern art museum, outlining operatic practice and
performance history over the last 400 years in order to identify the curatorial practices
that have historically been employed in the maintenance and development of the
repertoire. This examination of the forces of curation within the modern opera house will
highlight aspects of authenticity, authorial intent, preservation, restoration and
historically informed performance practice.
Designed for the beginning student of art history, this short guide leads the reader
through the process of a fruitful visit to the art museum. Written in a friendly, accessible
style, the guide helps students think about how collections were made, how museums
are organized, how art is displayed, how to look at and analyse works of art, and how
to.
Reinventing the Museum: The Evolving Conversation on the Paradigm Shift offers 44
seminal articles representing the changing perspectives about the role of museums in
contemporary times. The book includes iconic pieces from the 20th century and
presents the latest thinking of the past decade. The book begins with foundational
writings that provide a thorough history of museum thought and theory. With this
context established, Anderson presents articles that trace the emerging ideas in 21stcentury museum studies on public engagement, frameworks, and leadership. In
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conjunction with introductory material and recommended additional readings, these
articles will help students grasp the leading ideas and the essentials of the dialogue
taking place in the museum field.
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