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One of the best-known figures of British history, collective memory of Henry VIII presents us with the image of a corpulent,
covetous, and cunning king whose appetite for worldly goods met few parallels, whose wives met infamously premature ends, and
whose religion was ever political in intent. 1536 - focusing on a pivotal year in the life of the King - reveals a fuller portrait of this
complex monarch, detailing the finer shades of humanity that have so long been overlooked. We discover that in 1536 Henry met
many failures - physical, personal, and political - and emerged from them a revolutionary new king who proceeded to transform a
nation and reform a religion. A compelling story, the effects of which are still with us today, 1536 shows what a profound difference
can be made merely by changing the heart of a king.
A book published to accompany a major British Library exhibition and the 500th anniversary of Henry VIII's accession to the
throne.
“An exceptional and compelling biography about one of the Tudor Age’s most complex and controversial figures.” —Alison Weir
Thomas Cromwell has long been reviled as a Machiavellian schemer who stopped at nothing in his quest for power. As King
Henry VIII’s right-hand man, Cromwell was the architect of the English Reformation; secured Henry’s divorce from Catherine of
Aragon and plotted the downfall of his second wife, Anne Boleyn; and was fatally accused of trying to usurp the king himself. In
this engrossing biography, acclaimed British historian Tracy Borman reveals a different side to one of history’s most notorious
characters: that of a caring husband and father, a fiercely loyal servant and friend, and a revolutionary who was key in
transforming medieval England into a modern state. Thomas Cromwell was at the heart of the most momentous events of his
time—from funding the translation and dissemination of the first vernacular Bible to legitimizing Anne Boleyn as queen—and wielded
immense power over both church and state. The impact of his seismic political, religious, and social reforms can still be felt today.
Grounded in excellent primary source research, Thomas Cromwell gives an inside look at a monarchy that has captured the
Western imagination for centuries and tells the story of a controversial and enigmatic man who forever changed the shape of his
country. “An intelligent, sympathetic, and well researched biography.” —The Wall Street Journal “Borman unravels the story of
Cromwell’s rise to power skillfully . . . If you want the inside story of Thomas Cromwell . . . this is the book for you.” —The Weekly
Standard “An engrossing biography. . . . A fine rags-to-riches-to-executioner’s-block story of a major figure of the English
Reformation.” —Kirkus Reviews “An insightful biography of a much-maligned historical figure.” —Booklist
Each book in the Problems in Focus series is designed to make available to students important new work on key historical
problems and periods that they encounter on their courses. This volume is devoted to the reign of Henry VIII.
Henry VIII remains the most iconic and controversial of all English Kings. For over four-hundred years he has been lauded, reviled
and mocked, but rarely ignored. In his many guises - model Renaissance prince, Defender of the Faith, rapacious plunderer of the
Church, obese Bluebeard-- he has featured in numerous works of fact and faction, in books, magazines, paintings, theatre, film
and television. Yet despite this perennial fascination with Henry the man and monarch, there has been little comprehensive
exploration of his historiographic legacy. Therefore scholars will welcome this collection, which provides a systematic survey of
Henry's reputation from his own age through to the present. Divided into three sections, the volume begins with an examination of
Henry's reputation in the period between his death and the outbreak of the English Civil War, a time that was to create many of the
tropes that would dominate his historical legacy. The second section deals with the further evolution of his reputation, from the
Restoration to Edwardian era, a time when Catholic commentators and women writers began moving into the mainstream of
English print culture. The final section covers the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, which witnessed an explosion of
representations of Henry, both in print and on screen. Taken together these studies, by a distinguished group of international
scholars, offer a lively and engaging overview of how Henry's reputation has been used, abused and manipulated in both
academia and popular culture since the sixteenth century. They provide intriguing insights into how he has been reinvented at
different times to reflect the cultural, political and religious demands of the moment; sometimes as hero, sometimes as villain, but
always as an unmistakable and iconic figure in the historical landscape.
'An outstanding work of historical artistry, a brilliantly woven and pacy story of the men who surrounded, influenced and sometimes
plagued Henry VIII.' Alison Weir Henry VIII is well known for his tumultuous relationships with women, and he is often defined by
his many marriages. But what do we see if we take a different look? When we see Henry through the men in his life, a new
perspective on this famous king emerges. Henry's relationships with the men who surrounded him reveal much about his beliefs,
behaviour and character. They show him to be capable of fierce, but seldom abiding loyalty; of raising men only to destroy them
later. He loved to be attended and entertained by boisterous young men who shared his passion for sport, but at other times he
was more diverted by men of intellect, culture and wit. Often trusting and easily led by his male attendants and advisers during the
early years of his reign, he matured into a profoundly suspicious and paranoid king whose favour could be suddenly withdrawn, as
many of his later servants found to their cost. His cruelty and ruthlessness would become ever more apparent as his reign
progressed, but the tenderness that he displayed towards those he trusted proves that he was never the one-dimensional monster
that he is often portrayed as. In this fascinating and often surprising new biography, Tracy Borman reveals Henry's personality in
all its multi-faceted, contradictory glory.
After 35 years in power, Henry VIII was a bloated, hideously obese, black-humoured old man, rarely seen in public. He had striven
all his life to ensure the survival of his dynasty by siring legitimate sons, yet his only male heir was eight-year-old Prince Edward. It
was increasingly obvious that when Henry died, real power in England would be exercised by a regent. The prospect of that prize
spurred the rival court factions into deadly conflict. Robert Hutchinson spent several years in original archival research. He
advances a genuinely new theory of Henry's medical history and the cause of his death; he has unearthed some fabulous
eyewitness material and papers from death warrants, confessions and even love letters between Katherine Parr and the Lord High
Admiral.
Peter Ackroyd, one of Britain's most acclaimed writers, brings the age of the Tudors to vivid life in this monumental book in his The
History of England series, charting the course of English history from Henry VIII's cataclysmic break with Rome to the epic rule of
Elizabeth I. Rich in detail and atmosphere, Peter Ackroyd's Tudors is the story of Henry VIII's relentless pursuit of both the perfect
wife and the perfect heir; of how the brief reign of the teenage king, Edward VI, gave way to the violent reimposition of Catholicism
and the stench of bonfires under "Bloody Mary." It tells, too, of the long reign of Elizabeth I, which, though marked by civil strife,
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plots against the queen and even an invasion force, finally brought stability. Above all, however, it is the story of the English
Reformation and the making of the Anglican Church. At the beginning of the sixteenth century, England was still largely feudal and
looked to Rome for direction; at its end, it was a country where good governance was the duty of the state, not the church, and
where men and women began to look to themselves for answers rather than to those who ruled them.
The Tudors are England’s most notorious royal family. But, as Leanda de Lisle’s gripping new history reveals, they are a family
still more extraordinary than the one we thought we knew. The Tudor canon typically starts with the Battle of Bosworth in 1485,
before speeding on to Henry VIII and the Reformation. But this leaves out the family’s obscure Welsh origins, the ordinary man
known as Owen Tudor who would fall (literally) into a Queen’s lap—and later her bed. It passes by the courage of Margaret
Beaufort, the pregnant thirteen-year-old girl who would help found the Tudor dynasty, and the childhood and painful exile of her
son, the future Henry VII. It ignores the fact that the Tudors were shaped by their past—those parts they wished to remember and
those they wished to forget. By creating a full family portrait set against the background of this past, de Lisle enables us to see the
Tudor dynasty in its own terms, and presents new perspectives and revelations on key figures and events. De Lisle discovers a
family dominated by remarkable women doing everything possible to secure its future; shows why the princes in the Tower had to
vanish; and reexamines the bloodiness of Mary’s reign, Elizabeth’s fraught relationships with her cousins, and the true
significance of previously overlooked figures. Throughout the Tudor story, Leanda de Lisle emphasizes the supreme importance of
achieving peace and stability in a violent and uncertain world, and of protecting and securing the bloodline. Tudor is bristling with
religious and political intrigue but at heart is a thrilling story of one family’s determined and flamboyant ambition.
A “brilliantly written and meticulously researched” biography of royal family life during England’s second Tudor monarch (San
Francisco Chronicle). Either annulled, executed, died in childbirth, or widowed, these were the well-known fates of the six queens
during the tempestuous, bloody, and splendid reign of Henry VIII of England from 1509 to 1547. But in this “exquisite treatment,
sure to become a classic” (Booklist), they take on more fully realized flesh and blood than ever before. Katherine of Aragon
emerges as a staunch though misguided woman of principle; Anne Boleyn, an ambitious adventuress with a penchant for
vengeance; Jane Seymour, a strong-minded matriarch in the making; Anne of Cleves, a good-natured woman who jumped at the
chance of independence; Katherine Howard, an empty-headed wanton; and Katherine Parr, a warm-blooded bluestocking who
survived King Henry to marry a fourth time. “Combin[ing] the accessibility of a popular history with the highest standards of a
scholarly thesis”, Alison Weir draws on the entire labyrinth of Tudor history, employing every known archive—early biographies,
letters, memoirs, account books, and diplomatic reports—to bring vividly to life the fates of the six queens, the machinations of the
monarch they married and the myriad and ceaselessly plotting courtiers in their intimate circle (The Detroit News). In this
extraordinary work of sound and brilliant scholarship, “at last we have the truth about Henry VIII’s wives” (Evening Standard).
Set during the same years of Henry VIII's life as The Tudors, this book charts his rise as a magnificent and ruthless monarch
Immortalized as a domineering king, notorious philanderer, and the unlikely benefactor of a new church, Henry VIII became a
legend during his own reign. Who, though, was the young royal who would grow up to become England's most infamous ruler?
Robert Hutchinson's Young Henry examines Henry Tudor's childhood beginnings and subsequent rise to power in the most
intimate retelling of his early life to date. While Henry's elder brother Arthur was scrupulously groomed for the crown by their
autocratic father, the ten-year-old "spare heir" enjoyed a more carefree childhood, given prestige and power without the looming
pressures of the throne. Everything changed for the young prince, though, when his brother died. Henry was nine weeks shy of his
eighteenth birthday when he inherited both his brother's widow and the crown. As King, Henry preferred magnificence and
merriment to his royal responsibilities, sweeping away the musty cobwebs of his father's court with feasting, dancing, and sport.
Frustrated, too, by the seeming inability of his wife, Katherine of Aragon, to produce an heir, Henry turned his attention to a
prospective second queen whose name would endure as long as his: Anne Boleyn. With the king still lacking a successor by the
age of 35, however, the time for youthful frolic had come to an end. Divorcing his wife and the Catholic Church, executing his lover
and his violent will, Henry charged forward on a scandalous path of terrifying self-indulgence from which there was no turning
back. Young Henry is an illuminating portrait of this tyrannical yet groundbreaking king—before he transformed his country, and the
face of the monarchy, irrevocably.
Seventeen-year-old Henry VIII was 'a youngling, he cares for nothing but girls and hunting.' Henry was considered a demi-god by
his subjects, so each woman he chose was someone who had managed to stand out in a crowd of stunning ladies. This book
offers an insight into the love life of Henry, and the twelve women who knew the man behind the mask.
The highly-anticipated biography of Henry VIII. The significance of his reign is, at times, overshadowed by his six marriages. This
book, however, will look beyond the marriages to explore the man, his obsessions, his life and his legacy.
In this text, David Starkey examines the personalities and politics of Henry VIII in Great Britain during the years 1509-1547.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Bestselling historian Alison Weir tells the poignant, suspenseful and sometimes tragic story
of Elizabeth, eldest daughter of the Yorkist King Edward IV and sister of the Princes in the Tower, a woman whose life was
inextricably caught up in the turmoil of the Wars of the Roses and the establishment of the usurping Tudor dynasty. She was the
wife of Henry VII and mother of Henry VIII. Many are familiar with the story of the much-married King Henry VIII of England and
the celebrated reign of his daughter, Elizabeth I. But it is often forgotten that the life of the first Tudor queen, Elizabeth of York,
Henry’s mother and Elizabeth’s grandmother, spanned one of England’s most dramatic and perilous periods. Now New York
Times bestselling author and acclaimed historian Alison Weir presents the first modern biography of this extraordinary woman,
whose very existence united the realm and ensured the survival of the Plantagenet bloodline. Her birth was greeted with as much
pomp and ceremony as that of a male heir. The first child of King Edward IV, Elizabeth enjoyed all the glittering trappings of
royalty. But after the death of her father; the disappearance and probable murder of her brothers—the Princes in the Tower; and the
usurpation of the throne by her calculating uncle Richard III, Elizabeth found her world turned upside-down: She and her siblings
were declared bastards. As Richard’s wife, Anne Neville, was dying, there were murmurs that the king sought to marry his niece
Elizabeth, knowing that most people believed her to be England’s rightful queen. Weir addresses Elizabeth’s possible role in this
and her covert support for Henry Tudor, the exiled pretender who defeated Richard at the Battle of Bosworth and was crowned
Henry VII, first sovereign of the House of Tudor. Elizabeth’s subsequent marriage to Henry united the houses of York and
Lancaster and signaled the end of the Wars of the Roses. For centuries historians have asserted that, as queen, she was kept
under Henry’s firm grasp, but Weir shows that Elizabeth proved to be a model consort—pious and generous—who enjoyed the
confidence of her husband, exerted a tangible and beneficial influence, and was revered by her son, the future King Henry VIII.
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Drawing from a rich trove of historical records, Weir gives a long overdue and much-deserved look at this unforgettable princess
whose line descends to today’s British monarch—a woman who overcame tragedy and danger to become one of England’s most
beloved consorts. Praise for Elizabeth of York “Weir tells Elizabeth’s story well. . . . She is a meticulous scholar. . . . Most
important, Weir sincerely admires her subject, doing honor to an almost forgotten queen.”—The New York Times Book Review “In
[Alison] Weir’s skillful hands, Elizabeth of York returns to us, full-bodied and three-dimensional. This is a must-read for Tudor
fans!”—Historical Novels Review “This bracing biography reveals a woman of integrity, who . . . helped [her husband] lay strong
groundwork for the success of the new Tudor dynasty. As always in a Weir book, the tenor of the times is drawn with great color
and authenticity.”—Booklist “Weir once again demonstrates that she is an outstanding portrayer of the Tudor era, giving us a fully
realized biography of a remarkable woman.”—Huntington News
The classic political satire about an imaginary ideal world by one of the Renaissance’s most fascinating figures. Named after a
word that translates literally to “nowhere,” Utopia is an island dreamed up by Thomas More, a devout Catholic, English statesman,
and Renaissance humanist who would be canonized as a saint centuries after he was executed for choosing God over king.
More’s novel introduces us to Utopia’s society and its customs. It is a place of no private property and no lawyers; of six-hour
workdays and simple ways; and, intriguingly, of a combination of values that blend the traditional with the highly controversial, from
euthanasia to married priests to slavery. Remarkably thought-provoking, it is a novel that asks us to question what makes a perfect
world—and whether such a thing is even possible.

This detailed biography concentrates on the domestic life of the monarch, foreign affairs in which he was involved and his
influence on religion. Bibliogs
The long-awaited biography of the genius who masterminded Henry VIII's bloody revolution in the English government,
which reveals at last Cromwell's role in the downfall of Anne Boleyn "This a book that - and it's not often you can say this
- we have been awaiting for four hundred years." --Hilary Mantel, author of Wolf Hall Since the sixteenth century we have
been fascinated by Henry VIII and the man who stood beside him, guiding him, enriching him, and enduring the king's
insatiable appetites and violent outbursts until Henry ordered his beheading in July 1540. After a decade of sleuthing in
the royal archives, Diarmaid MacCulloch has emerged with a tantalizing new understanding of Henry's mercurial chief
minister, the inscrutable and utterly compelling Thomas Cromwell. History has not been kind to the son of a Putney
brewer who became the architect of England's split with Rome. Where past biographies portrayed him as a scheming
operator with blood on his hands, Hilary Mantel reimagined him as a far more sympathetic figure buffered by the whims
of his master. So which was he--the villain of history or the victim of her creation? MacCulloch sifted through letters and
court records for answers and found Cromwell's fingerprints on some of the most transformative decisions of Henry's
turbulent reign. But he also found Cromwell the man, an administrative genius, rescuing him from myth and slander. The
real Cromwell was a deeply loving father who took his biggest risks to secure the future of his son, Gregory. He was also
a man of faith and a quiet revolutionary. In the end, he could not appease or control the man whose humors were so
violent and unpredictable. But he made his mark on England, setting her on the path to religious awakening and indelibly
transforming the system of government of the English-speaking world.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Perhaps the most influential sovereign England has ever known, Queen Elizabeth I
remained an extremely private person throughout her reign, keeping her own counsel and sharing secrets with no
one--not even her closest, most trusted advisers. Now, in this brilliantly researched, fascinating new book, acclaimed
biographer Alison Weir shares provocative new interpretations and fresh insights on this enigmatic figure. Against a
lavish backdrop of pageantry and passion, intrigue and war, Weir dispels the myths surrounding Elizabeth I and
examines the contradictions of her character. Elizabeth I loved the Earl of Leicester, but did she conspire to murder his
wife? She called herself the Virgin Queen, but how chaste was she through dozens of liaisons? She never married—was
her choice to remain single tied to the chilling fate of her mother, Anne Boleyn? An enthralling epic that is also an
amazingly intimate portrait, The Life of Elizabeth I is a mesmerizing, stunning reading experience.
The author suggests that it was Henry, not his wives, who was the true source of his difficulty in fathering heirs. The
author and her colleagues unearthed the obstetrical problems that arise from having a Kell positive progenitor, and the
potential complication of McLeod syndrome.
War should be recognised as one of the defining features of life in the England of Henry VIII. Henry fought many wars
throughout his reign, and this book explores how this came to dominate English culture and shape attitudes to the king
and to national history, with people talking and reading about war, and spending money on weaponry and defence.
This new edition of Lucy Wooding’s Henry VIII is fully revised and updated to provide an insightful and original portrait of
one of England’s most unforgettable monarchs and the many paradoxes of his character and reign. Henry was a
Renaissance prince whose Court dazzled with artistic display, yet he was also a savage adversary, who ruthlessly
crushed all those who opposed him. Five centuries after his reign, he continues to fascinate, always evading easy
characterization. Wooding locates Henry VIII firmly in the context of the English Renaissance and the fierce currents of
religious change that characterized the early Reformation, as well as exploring the historiographical debates that have
surrounded him and his reign. This new edition takes into account significant advances in recent research, particularly
following the five hundredth anniversary of his accession in 2009, to put forward a distinctive interpretation of Henry’s
personality and remarkable style of kingship. It gives a fresh portrayal of Henry VIII, cutting away the misleading
mythology that surrounds him in order to provide a vivid account of this passionate, wilful, intelligent and destructive king.
This compelling biography will be essential reading for all early modern students.
If your school’s homecoming king had a little too much in common with Henry VIII, would you survive with your head still
attached? You’d think being the new girl in a tiny town would equal one very boring senior year. But if you’re me—Annie
Marck, alias Cleves—and you accidentally transform into teenage royalty by entering Lancaster High on the arm of the
king himself? Life becomes the exact opposite of boring. Henry has it all: he’s the jock, the genius and the brooding bad
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boy all in one. Which sort of explains why he’s on his sixth girlfriend in two years. What it doesn’t explain is why two of
them—two of us—are dead. My best friend thinks it’s Henry’s fault, which is obviously ridiculous. My nemesis says we
shouldn’t talk about it, which is straight-up sketchy. But as the resident nosy new girl, I’m determined to find out what
really happened to Lancaster’s dead queens…ideally before history repeats itself.
This work offers a fresh look at the character and political cunning of his much-discussed, notorious, and fascinating
subject. Henry, a man of fundamentally conservative views and narrowly selfish aims, was led, almost against his will and
mainly by events, to introduce the Reformation in England and revolutionize the structure of English government and
society.
The Autobiography of Henry VIII is the magnificent historical novel that established Margaret George's career. Evocatively written
in the first person as Henry VIII's private journals, the novel was the product of fifteen years of meticulous research and five
handwritten drafts. Much has been written about the mighty, egotistical Henry VIII: the man who dismantled the Church because it
would not grant him the divorce he wanted; who married six women and beheaded two of them; who executed his friend Thomas
More; who sacked the monasteries; who longed for a son and neglected his daughters, Mary and Elizabeth; who finally grew fat,
disease-ridden, dissolute. Now, in her magnificent work of storytelling and imagination Margaret George bring us Henry VIII's story
as he himself might have told it, in memoirs interspersed with irreverent comments from his jester and confident, Will Somers.
Brilliantly combining history, wit, dramatic narrative, and an extraordinary grasp of the pleasures and perils of power, this
monumental novel shows us Henry the man more vividly than he has ever been seen before.
Written with an exciting combination of narrative flair and historical authority, this interpretation of the tragic life of Catherine
Howard, fifth wife of Henry VIII, breaks new ground in our understanding of the very young woman who became queen at a time of
unprecedented social and political tension and whose terrible errors in judgment quickly led her to the executioner’s block. On the
morning of July 28, 1540, as King Henry’s VIII’s former confidante Thomas Cromwell was being led to his execution, a teenager
named Catherine Howard began her reign as queen of a country simmering with rebellion and terrifying uncertainty. Sixteen
months later, the king’s fifth wife would follow her cousin Anne Boleyn to the scaffold, having been convicted of adultery and high
treason. The broad outlines of Catherine’s career might be familiar, but her story up until now has been incomplete. Unlike
previous accounts of her life, which portray her as a naïve victim of an ambitious family, this compelling and authoritative
biography will shed new light on Catherine Howard’s rise and downfall by reexamining her motives and showing her in her
context, a milieu that goes beyond her family and the influential men of the court to include the aristocrats and, most critically, the
servants who surrounded her and who, in the end, conspired against her. By illuminating Catherine's entwined upstairs/downstairs
worlds as well as societal tensions beyond the palace walls, the author offers a fascinating portrayal of court life in the sixteenth
century and a fresh analysis of the forces beyond Catherine’s control that led to her execution—from diplomatic pressure and
international politics to the long-festering resentments against the queen’s household at court. Including a forgotten text of
Catherine’s confession in her own words, color illustrations, family tree, map, and extensive notes, Young and Damned and Fair
changes our understanding of one of history’s most famous women while telling the compelling and very human story of complex
individuals attempting to survive in a dangerous age.
A brief account of the life of that complex personality, King Henry VIII of England.
Profiles Henry VII as an enigmatic and ruthless king of a country ravaged by decades of conspiracy and civil war, discussing the
costs of establishing a Tudor monarchy and the ways he set the stage for Henry VIII's reign.
An essential biography that uncovers the childhood and youth of Henry VIII! Perfect for readers of Alison Weir, Tracy Borman and
Antonia Fraser. What transformed a chivalrous prince into a tyrannical king? Henry VIII is one of England's most famous kings, yet
what do we know of his childhood? What was life like for the young prince growing up in the royal palaces? And just how influential
were the people surrounding Henry in shaping the suspicious, vain and ruthless monarch he would later become? Marie Louise
Bruce's engrossing account of Henry's formative years brings to life the splendour of the Tudor court and of Henry's childhood,
from his birth at the palace of Placentia at Greenwich in 1491 to his accession to the throne at the age of seventeen in 1509.
Henry Tudor's upbringing was one of luxury and adulation, of sumptuous feasts, horsemanship, tournaments and jousting. Yet it
was overshadowed by threat and uncertainty, and the rebellions conspirators, traitors and pretenders of his youth were to
contribute to the prince's sense of insecurity in later life. Drawing on a wealth of contemporary sources, Bruce paints a vivid picture
of Henry's boyhood - what he ate and wore, the games he played and the ceremonies he attended. She also evaluates the
characters of the people surrounding the prince, and of the wider social events that influenced and shaped the future king of
England. The Making of Henry VIII provides fascinating insight into the childhood and youth of this Renaissance prince. It is an
ideal read for those who wish to find out more about the domestic details of young Henry's daily life and the people who shared it,
the lessons of his times and surroundings.
The Reign of Henry VIIIPersonalities and PoliticsRandom House
Definitive, concise, and very interesting... From William Shakespeare to Winston Churchill, the Very Interesting People series
provides authoritative bite-sized biographies of Britain's most fascinating historical figures - people whose influence and
importance have stood the test of time. Each book in the series is based upon the biographical entry from the world-famous Oxford
Dictionary of National Biography. The Very Interesting People series includes the following titles: 1.William Shakespeare by Peter
Holland 2. George Eliot by Rosemary Ashton 3. Charles Dickens by Michael Slater 4. Charles Darwin by Adrian Desmond, James
Moore, and Janet Browne 5. Isaac Newton by Richard S.Westfall 6. Elizabeth I by Patrick Collinson 7. George III by John Cannon
8. Benjamin Disraeli by Jonathan Parry 9. Christopher Wren by Kerry Downes 10. John Ruskin by Robert Hewison 11. James
Joyce by Bruce Stewart 12. John Milton by Gordon Campbell 13. Jane Austen by Marilyn Butler 14. Henry VIII by Eric Ives 15.
Queen Victoria by K. D. Reynolds and H. C. G. Matthew 16. Winston Churchill by Paul Addison 17. Oliver Cromwell by John
Morrill 18. Thomas Paine by Mark Philp 19. J. M. W. Turner by Luke Herrmann 20. William and Mary by Tony Claydon and W. A.
Speck
By concentrating on the early years from Elizabeth's birth in 1533 to her accession in 1558, this book shows how her experiences
of danger and adventure formed her remarkable character and shaped her opinions and beliefs. --from publisher description.
Gladys Malvern uses her celebrated talent for prose to share the stories of Henry VIII’s wives with immense personality and
captivating drama. Henry VIII was married to six women during his reign as the King of England. Gladys Malvern characterizes
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them as The Saint (Catherine of Aragon); The Egotist (Anne Boleyn); The Diplomat (Jane Seymour); The Housewife (Anne of
Cleves); The Coquette (Catherine Howard); and The Mother (Catherine Parr). Malvern masterfully tells each of their personal
histories and how they intertwined through rivalry, vying for power, political maneuvering, and the hardships of losing favor with the
man that seceded the Church of England from Rome for a divorce.
Shortlisted for the Wolfson History Prize 2018 A Book of the Year for the Evening Standard and the Observer A black porter
publicly whips a white Englishman in the hall of a Gloucestershire manor house. A Moroccan woman is baptised in a London
church. Henry VIII dispatches a Mauritanian diver to salvage lost treasures from the Mary Rose. From long-forgotten records
emerge the remarkable stories of Africans who lived free in Tudor England… They were present at some of the defining moments
of the age. They were christened, married and buried by the Church. They were paid wages like any other Tudors. The untold
stories of the Black Tudors, dazzlingly brought to life by Kaufmann, will transform how we see this most intriguing period of history.
No one in history had a more eventful career in matrimony than Henry VIII. His marriages were daring and tumultuous, and made
instant legends of six very different women. In this remarkable study, David Starkey argues that the king was not a depraved
philanderer but someone seeking happiness -- and a son. Knowingly or not, he elevateda group of women to extraordinary heights
and changed the way a nation was governed. Six Wives is a masterful work of history that intimately examines the rituals of
diplomacy, marriage, pregnancy, and religion that were part of daily life for women at the Tudor Court. Weaving new facts and
fresh interpretations into a spellbinding account of the emotional drama surrounding Henry's six marriages, David Starkey reveals
the central role that the queens played in determining policy. With an equally keen eye for romantic and political intrigue, he
brilliantly recaptures the story of Henry's wives and the England they ruled.
“Fascinating . . . Alison Weir does full justice to the subject.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer At his death in 1547, King Henry VIII left
four heirs to the English throne: his only son, the nine-year-old Prince Edward; the Lady Mary, the adult daughter of his first wife
Katherine of Aragon; the Lady Elizabeth, the teenage daughter of his second wife Anne Boleyn; and his young great-niece, the
Lady Jane Grey. In this riveting account Alison Weir paints a unique portrait of these extraordinary rulers, examining their intricate
relationships to each other and to history. She traces the tumult that followed Henry's death, from the brief intrigue-filled reigns of
the boy king Edward VI and the fragile Lady Jane Grey, to the savagery of "Bloody Mary," and finally the accession of the
politically adroit Elizabeth I. As always, Weir offers a fresh perspective on a period that has spawned many of the most enduring
myths in English history, combining the best of the historian's and the biographer's art. “Like anthropology, history and biography
can demonstrate unfamiliar ways of feeling and being. Alison Weir's sympathetic collective biography, The Children of Henry VIII
does just that, reminding us that human nature has changed--and for the better. . . . Weir imparts movement and coherence while
re-creating the suspense her characters endured and the suffering they inflicted.”—The New York Times Book Review
The surprising and dramatic life of the least known of King Henry VIII's wives is illuminated in the fourth volume in the Six Tudor
Queens series--for fans of Philippa Gregory, Hilary Mantel, and The Crown. Newly widowed and the father of an infant son, Henry
VIII realizes he must marry again to ensure the royal succession. Forty-six, overweight, and suffering from gout, Henry is soundly
rejected by some of Europe's most eligible princesses. Anna of Kleve, from a small German duchy, is twenty-four, and has a
secret she is desperate to keep hidden. Henry commissions her portrait from his court painter, who depicts her from the most
flattering perspective. Entranced by the lovely image, Henry is bitterly surprised when Anna arrives in England and he sees her in
the flesh. Some think her attractive, but Henry knows he can never love her. What follows is the fascinating story of an awkward
royal union that somehow had to be terminated. Even as Henry begins to warm to his new wife and share her bed, his attention is
captivated by one of her maids-of-honor. Will he accuse Anna of adultery as he did Queen Anne Boleyn, and send her to the
scaffold? Or will he divorce her and send her home in disgrace? Alison Weir takes a fresh and astonishing look at this remarkable
royal marriage by describing it from the point of view of Queen Anna, a young woman with hopes and dreams of her own, alone
and fearing for her life in a royal court that rejected her almost from the day she set foot on England's shore.
(Vocal Selections). Six has received rave reviews around the world for its modern take on the stories of the six wives of Henry VIII
and it's finally opening on Broadway! From Tudor queens to pop princesses, the six wives take the mic to remix five hundred years
of historical heartbreak into an exuberant celebration of 21st century girl power! Songs include: All You Wanna Do * Don't Lose Ur
Head * Ex-Wives * Get Down * Haus of Holbein * Heart of Stone * I Don't Need Your Love * No Way * Six.
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