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Description When Durgadas, an ordinary businessman from Delhi, is arrested for
murder in Lucknow, the lives of the people he left behind-his family and friends- unravel
in unexpected ways. As they fight to prove his innocence and deal with the upheaval in
their lives, they find themselves turning against each other. Taranath, his eldest son,
searches for meaning and strength in religion and ritual when the law seems to fail him.
Rajnath, his younger son, finds his marriage with his wife, Neela, coming undone when
they decide against having a child until Durgadas is acquitted. His youngest daughter,
Chaand, struggles with her attraction towards Vimal, the much older family friend and
Durgadas's confidant. Vimal's integrity and Chaand's loyalties are tested as people
around them try to drive them apart. Fragments of Happiness follows the tumult of
ordinary people learning about their own power and helplessness in the face of
extraordinary circumstances. Originally published in Hindi in 1973 as Seemayein
Tootati Hain-five years after the cult classic Raag Darbari-with this novel Shrilal Shukla
proves himself to be as great a master of tragedy as he was of satire.
India’s Westernized elite, cut off from local traditions, ‘want to write a full stop in a land
where there are no full stops’. From that striking insight Mark Tully has woven a superb
series of ‘stories’ which explore Calcutta, from the Kumbh Mela in Allahabad (probably
the biggest religious festival in the world) to the televising of a Hindu epic. Throughout,
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he combines analysis of major issues with a feel for the fine texture and human realities
of Indian life. The result is a revelation. 'The ten essays, written with clarity, warmth of
feeling and critical balance and understanding, provide as lively a view as one can hope
for of the panorama of India.’ K. Natwar-Singh in the Financial Times
A funny, poignant, and surprising novel about a goat's life in rural India by the greatest
living Tamil author A farmer in India is watching the sun set over his village one quiet
evening when a mysterious stranger, a giant man who seems more than human,
appears on the horizon. He offers the farmer a black goat kid who is the runt of the
litter, surely too frail to survive. The farmer and his wife take care of the young shegoat, whom they name Poonachi, and soon the little goat is bounding with joy and
growing at a rate they think miraculous. But Poonachi's life is not destined to be a rural
idyll: dangers lurk around every corner, and may sometimes come from surprising
places, including a government that is supposed to protect the weak and needy. Is this
little goat too humble a creature to survive such a hostile world? With allegorical
resonance for contemporary society and examining hierarchies of caste and colour,
The Story of the Goat is a provocative but heartwarming fable from a world-class
storyteller who is finally achieving recognition outside his home country. Perumal
Murugan is an Indian author and professor of Tamil literature. He has written six novels
and four collections each of short stories and poetry. His best-known novel One Part
Woman, highly controversial in India, won the ILF Samanvay Basha Samman, and
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Aniruddhan Vasudevan's English rendering won the Translation Prize from India's
National Academy of Letters.
'The epic text of Ranjit Desai's Shriman Yogi finds new voice in Vikrant Pande's
nuanced translation, an immersive narrative of the foundations of the Maratha empire
and the saga of its charismatic founder.' - Namita Gokhale. Young Shivaji reaches
Pune, a dying fort city, with his mother Jijabai and lights the first lamp within its ruins.
While his father Shahaji Bhosle is away on deputation by the Adil Shah sultanate after
having failed in a revolt against it, Shivaji learns how an empire is built from the ground
up. Thus begins the life of the Great Maratha. What awaits Shivaji is nothing short of
the vast scroll of history, and it takes him from Surat to Thanjavur and all the way to
Aurangzeb's durbar in Agra. He dreams of freeing his land from the clutches of Mughal
rule, and though he suffers many defeats and personal losses along the way he never
gives up his vision of Hindavi Swaraj. Amidst political intrigue and a chain of skirmishes,
Shivaji becomes a leader, a warrior and a tactician par excellence, driven by immense
pride and love for his motherland.
Partition, independence, democracy. This book tells the tale of the birth of two new
nations, experienced in the lives -- and deaths of its young citizens. Set in Luknow of
the 1940s, Qurratulain Hyder's masterly early novel is a story of kinship, intimate
friendships and love in a context of political upheaval. Rakshanda, Peechu, Kiran,
Salim, Christabel -- the youthful protagonists are idealistic and enthusiastic, fighting for
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a brave new world. With the turbulence of partition and independence, the quiet
rhythms of domesticity are brutally disrupted. New animosities replace old loyalties, and
the merry "Gang" of Lucknow is torn apart as the old order begins to fragment.
Seventy years on, the Partition of India fades from memory. Can it be restored?
No Marketing Blurb
An intimate peek into the life of the soldier-turned-lyricist Anand Bakshi, from his
formative years in undivided Punjab to eventually moving to Bombay and landing his
first film Bhala Aadmi in 1958. Along the way, he lost his mother, his place of birth, and
his home and wealth, but his zeal to stand up and walk after every stumble and his
desire to become a film artist never abated. He eventually rose to become one of the
most revered and sought-after lyricists in Hindi cinema, writing nearly 3300 songs in
about 630 films over the next five decades. Written by his son, this is an inspiring story
of faith, dreams, success and, above all, human values.
This book analyses the effectiveness of district administration from critical management
perspective. Using classical organizational theory and leadership competency
framework, the authors conducted a comparative study of two exemplary districts with
distinctive traits in India ? a rural district in the developed state of Maharashtra and an
urban district from the underdeveloped state of Madhya Pradesh. The book delves into
the dynamics of district administration by breaking down the processes further and
mapping the role of the district magistrates on the UNDP competency framework. Given
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the changing scope and challenges of public service, this comparative analysis of the
two districts would provide insights into district administration and would be of
significant relevance to administrators and management professionals across the globe
in assessing their effectiveness. The book provides an eclectic framework for public
administration from an overall sustainability perspective
Examining the chronic, widespread poverty in India, the world's fourth largest economy,
Akhil Gupta theorizes the relation between the state in India and the poor as one of
structural violence.
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Raag DarbariA NovelPenguin Books India
A beautiful, lyrical exploration of the places where nature is flourishing in our absence
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"[Flyn] captures the dread, sadness, and wonder of beholding the results of humanity's
destructive impulse, and she arrives at a new appreciation of life, 'all the stranger and
more valuable for its resilence.'" --The New Yorker Some of the only truly feral cattle in
the world wander a long-abandoned island off the northernmost tip of Scotland. A
variety of wildlife not seen in many lifetimes has rebounded on the irradiated grounds of
Chernobyl. A lush forest supports thousands of species that are extinct or endangered
everywhere else on earth in the Korean peninsula's narrow DMZ. Cal Flyn, an
investigative journalist, exceptional nature writer, and promising new literary voice visits
the eeriest and most desolate places on Earth that due to war, disaster, disease, or
economic decay, have been abandoned by humans. What she finds every time is an
"island" of teeming new life: nature has rushed in to fill the void faster and more
thoroughly than even the most hopeful projections of scientists. Islands of
Abandonment is a tour through these new ecosystems, in all their glory, as sites of
unexpected environmental significance, where the natural world has reasserted its wild
power and promise. And while it doesn't let us off the hook for addressing
environmental degradation and climate change, it is a case that hope is far from lost,
and it is ultimately a story of redemption: the most polluted spots on Earth can be
rehabilitated through ecological processes and, in fact, they already are.
This study explores how Dalits in north India have used literature as a means of protest
against caste oppression. Including fresh ethnographic research and interviews, it
Page 6/18

Get Free Raag Darbari Shrilal Shukla
traces the trajectory of modern Dalit writing in Hindi and its pivotal role in the creation,
rise and reinforcement of a distinctive Dalit identity. The book challenges the existing
impression of Hindi Dalit literature as stemming from the Dalit political assertion of the
1980s and as being chiefly imitative of the Marathi Dalit literature model. Arguing that
Hindi Dalit literature has a much longer history in north India, it examines two differing
strands that have taken root in Dalit expression — the early ‘popular’ production of
smaller literary pamphlets and journals at the beginning of the 20th century and more
contemporary modes such as autobiographies, short stories and literary criticism. The
author highlights the ways in which such various forms of literary works have supported
the proliferation of an all-encompassing identity for the so-called ‘untouchable’ castes.
She also underscores how these have contributed to their evolving political
consciousness and consolidation of newer heterogeneous identities, making a
departure from their long-perceived image. The work will be important for those in Dalit
studies, subaltern history, Hindi literature, postcolonial studies, political science and
sociology as well as the informed general reader.

In 1953, twenty-four-year old Nicolas Bouvier and his artist friend Thierry Vernet
set out to make their way overland from their native Geneva to the Khyber Pass.
They had a rattletrap Fiat and a little money, but above all they were equipped
with the certainty that by hook or by crook they would reach their destination, and
that there would be unanticipated adventures, curious companionship, and
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sudden illumination along the way. The Way of the World, which Bouvier
fashioned over the course of many years from his journals, is an entrancing story
of adventure, an extraordinary work of art, and a voyage of self-discovery on the
order of Robert M. Pirsig’s Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance. As
Bouvier writes, “You think you are making a trip, but soon it is making—or
unmaking—you.”
‘His ideas and his contribution to Indian literature were . . . revolutionary’ —The
Hindu Divya leads a blissful life within the secure walls of the palace even as the
world outside rages with caste politics and religious strife, until one night of
pleasure changes her entire world. She gets pregnant only to be spurned by her
lover. To preserve her high born family’s name she leaves her sheltered
existence and trudges through life on her own, first as a slave and then as a court
dancer. Adversity finally opens her eyes to the truth—a woman of a high family is
not free. Only a prostitute is free. Divya decides that, by enslaving her body, she
will preserve the freedom of her mind. Set in the first century BC against a
background of the conflict for supremacy between Hindu and Buddhist
ideologies, Divya is a poignant tale that combines vivid imagination with rich
historical details. ‘Reminiscent of George Orwell . . . Here too is the biting satire
of society as seen through the savage eye of an uncompromising nonPage 8/18
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conformist’—Dawn
The celebrated Hindi novelist Vishwanath is heartbroken by the recent loss of his
son in a car accident. The tragedy breaks a long dry spell and spurs him to write
a novel set in the household of Lala Motichand in the early decades of the
twentieth century. It follows the lives of the wealthy lala and his three sons: selfconfident Dinanath, the true heir to Motichand's mercantile temperament; lonely
Diwanchand, uninterested in business and steeped in poetry; and illegitimate
Makhan Lal, a Marx-loving schoolteacher relegated to the periphery of his father
s life. And in an illuminating act of self-reflection, Vishwanath, the son of a cook
for a rich sethji, also tells the story of the lala's personal servant, Mange Ram,
and his son, Parsadi. Fatherhood, brotherhood and childhood, love, loyalty and
poetry all come to the fore as sons and servants await the lala's oncoming
demise, against the devotional landscape of the Ramcharitmanas of Tulsidas. By
writing about mortality and family, Vishwanath confronts the wreckage of his own
life while seeking to make sense of the new India that comes into being in the
first half of the twentieth century. Spellbinding and penetrating, Half the Night Is
Gone raises questions of religion, literature and society that speak to our
fractured times.
'Meticulous research, lyrical writing ... A book that goes to the eeriest, most
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desolate places on Earth and finds hope' LOUISE GRAYThis is a book about
abandoned places: exclusion zones, no man's lands, ghost towns and postindustrial hinterlands - and what nature does when we're not there to see it.
Exploring some of the eeriest, most desolate places in the world, Cal Flyn asks:
what happens after humans pick up and leave? Whether due to war or disaster,
disease or economic decay, each extraordinary place visited in this book has
been left to its own devices for decades. In this time, nature has been left to work
unfettered - offering a glimpse of how abandoned land, even the most polluted
regions of the world, might offer our best opportunities for environmental
recovery.As part of a journey that takes her around the world, Cal Flyn travels to
Chernobyl where she meets the scant handful of people who returned to their
irradiated homes. She spends a night on an uninhabited Scottish island where
feral cattle - descendants of a herd set loose in the 1970s - live wild. She visits a
botanical garden lodged high in the cloud forests of Tanzania where exotic plants
brought from opposite habitats grow alongside native trees - a show of how
adaptable our ecosystems might prove. She visits a Caribbean ghost town where
volcanic flows have subsumed the streets. She explores derelict buildings ruled
by urban scavengers, sneaks through barbed wire, and walks a beach made of
bones on the shore of a dwindling sea.By turns haunted and hopeful, Flyn's
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luminous journey is pinned together with new ecological insights that map an
answer to the big questions: what happens after we're gone - and how far can
our damage to nature be undone? Though these strange, forgotten landscapes
represent some of the most damaged spots on the planet, they are also proof
how much potential we have for biological diversity, regrowth and a chance at
redemption.
A sensitive, humorous novel on Hindu-Muslim relations, set in postIndependence India, by an eminent Hindi writer.
In the idyllic university town, young women daydreamed as they lay on the grass
and gazed up at the clouds. Young men took morning walks at Alfred Park. Hot
summer afternoons were for drinking sherbet and eating watermelons, and
evenings were meant for reading poetry. It was also a time of stifling social
mores, and love was an unattainable ideal seldom realized. Allahabad of the
1940s is the serene backdrop to the turbulence of Chander’s love for his
professor’s daughter Sudha. Driven by his passionate belief in the transcending
purity of their love, Chander persuades Sudha to marry another man, to
devastating consequences. Unhinged by his separation from Sudha and
consumed by a restless desire to make sense of love—Is it really about sex? Is
the purity of love a lie?—Chander spirals into a destructive affair with the
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seductive Pammi. Immensely popular since its publication more half a century
ago, Chander & Sudha continues to seduce readers with its potent mix of tender
passion and heartbreaking tragedy.
Outlining different perspectives, this classic and field-defining text introduces
'dramaturgy' as a critical concept and a practical process in an accessible and
engaging style. The revised edition includes a new introduction and afterword
which provides insight into contemporary developments and future directions of
scholarship.
A symbolic play, Red Oleanders is the English translation of Rakta Karabi (1925), which
is acclaimed as Tagore's best play. A powerful and poignant play, it describes the
conflict between machine and the free human spirit.
Published in 1998, Indian Village is a valuable contribution to the field of Sociology &
Social Policy.
Mysteries of the spiritual world brought home to us through various raags... the narrator
sits in meditation, his spirit on a mission to bring back the secrets of the raags to him.
His spirit ushers in images and diverse personifications of Bhairavi, Kamod,
Puriyadhanashri and many others,over a period of time, and covering a gamut of
emotions - reflection, meditation, sorrow and joy. Lyrical, absorbing - this book is one of
its kind!
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Venkat Iyer was living a fast-paced life in the IT world in Mumbai when he decided to
stop and take a long, hard look at where he was headed. Disheartened by his stressful
existence in the city, he decided to give it all up and take up organic farming in a small
village near Mumbai. But it wasn't easy. With no experience in agriculture, his journey
was fraught with uncertainty. He soon went from negotiating tough clients, strict
deadlines and traffic to looking forward to his first bumper crop of moong. As he battled
erratic weather conditions and stubborn farm animals, he discovered a world with fresh
air and organic food, one where he could lead a more wholesome existence. At times
hilarious, and other times profound, this book follows his extraordinary story.
This book charts the course of Kaushik Basu’s career over seven years, as he moved
out of the cloisters of academe to the frenetic world of policymaking, first in India as
Chief Economic Adviser to the Indian Government and after that as Chief Economist at
the World Bank in Washington. The Indian years were a period of high inflation, growth
challenges (as the global financial crisis arrived in India), and also a remarkable growth
recovery story, with India moving past China’s GDP growth rate. There were corruption
scandals breaking, causing widespread street protests, a lot of late-night decisionmaking, which one knew would rock the stock market the next day, and getting to know
politicians who were outstanding as statesmen in the midst of all this, and also many
who were not. The World Bank years weren’t that close to actual policymaking, but
nevertheless breath-taking in their scope. They ranged from interacting with
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policymakers in tiny remote countries like Samoa to gigantic nations with comparable
heft, such as China. It entailed sitting down with leading researchers to compute and
announce global numbers on extreme poverty and rankings on how easy it is to do
business in different countries (fully aware that there would be calls from irate finance
ministers as soon as these were published). And there was the handling of politics
within the World Bank, which could actually be as enjoyable as any global economic
problem! This book is a revised version of the diary that Kaushik Basu kept for seven
years. Revised because he often wrote the diary in a hurry at the day’s or even week’s
end. He has now inserted some reflections in retrospect, without altering any
descriptions of what actually happened.
SOON TO BE A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE The stunning Booker Prize–winning novel
from the author of Amnesty and Selection Day that critics have likened to Richard
Wright’s Native Son, The White Tiger follows a darkly comic Bangalore driver through
the poverty and corruption of modern India’s caste society. “This is the authentic voice
of the Third World, like you've never heard it before” (John Burdett, Bangkok 8). The
white tiger of this novel is Balram Halwai, a poor Indian villager whose great ambition
leads him to the zenith of Indian business culture, the world of the Bangalore
entrepreneur. On the occasion of the president of China’s impending trip to Bangalore,
Balram writes a letter to him describing his transformation and his experience as driver
and servant to a wealthy Indian family, which he thinks exemplifies the contradictions
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and complications of Indian society. Recalling The Death of Vishnu and Bangkok 8 in
ambition, scope, The White Tiger is narrative genius with a mischief and personality all
its own. Amoral, irreverent, deeply endearing, and utterly contemporary, this novel is an
international publishing sensation—and a startling, provocative debut.
Part travelogue, part history, and part reflective meditation on conflict and reconciliation,
Sherry Buchanan's new book offers both a personal and historical exploration of the Ho
Chi Minh Trail, highlighting the critical role the Trail and the young women soldiers who
helped build and defend it played in the Vietnam War. Accompanied by two travelling
companions, Buchanan winds her way from Hanoi in the north to Ho Chi Minh City,
formerly Saigon, in the south. Driving through the spectacular scenery of Vietnam and
Laos, she encounters locations from the Truong Son mountains, the Phong Nha Caves,
ancient citadels and Confucian temples to the Khmer Temple of Wat Phu at the westernmost point of the Trail in Laos. Buchanan records her interactions--both scheduled and
spontaneous--with those who experienced the Vietnam War firsthand, and these
conversations with combatants and civilians provide new perspectives on the War. She
listens to the women who defended the Trail roads against the greatest bombing
campaign in modern times, walks through minefields with the demolition teams hunting
for unexploded ordnance, and meets American veterans who have returned to Vietnam
with an urge to "do something." Buchanan weaves informative, and often humorous,
tales from her journey with excerpts from the accounts of others, situating the locations
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she visits in their historical and political context. On the Ho Chi Minh Trail brings
together geography, history, and personal accounts to readdress the culture of
indifference to the War, bringing to light the scale of the tragedy, its lasting legacies,
and our memory of it.
This collection of essays focuses on the evocative figures of the ‘gateway’ and the
‘wall’ – both literal and metaphorical – to reflect on the state of postcolonial studies, a
dynamic discipline that may itself be seen as permanently ‘under construction’.
Mahabharata, one of the greatest epics in the history of civilization, from multiple
vantages:-The inevitability of Kurukshetra war-Kunti's death and Lakshagraha-The
sacrifice of Bheema's wife Hidimba-The perspective of foot soldiers and dasis-Krishna's
life experiences and their relation to his utterance of Geeta-Shalya, the uncle of Nakul
and Sahadeva, siding with the Kauravas-The rage of Rudravatar Ashwatthamaand
many others... ¿This book is a tribute to Krishna Dwaipayana Vyasa, the original one.
This is just an interpretation of what he had created. This is just a footnote in the rich
history of our civilization which is full of stories that continue to cast magic upon us.This
is Mahabharata. ...Refreshingly different because it examines from multiple
perspectives the motivations, obligations, dilemmas and feelings of characters as they
are drawn into this internecine war- Ashok Soota A lot of grey than black and
white¿Heroes falter and villains triumph¿one of the most insightful recollection of the
past- A.S. SinghEx-Member SecretaryIndian Council of Historical Research (ICHR)
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Mahabharata is such a great narrative¿recreating it with a contemporary façade is a
huge challenge¿The Myth of Hastinapur faces this challenge wonderfully well and turns
it into a great reading - V.N. RaiEminent Author & Columnist (Hindustan)Retired IPS &
Ex-Vice Chancellor A compelling story, imaginatively told- Sujit BhattacharyyaCofounder and COO, CL Educate Ltd. (parent company of 'Career Launcher')IIT-IIM
Alumnus
Annotation Fakir Mohan Senapati's Six Acres and a Third, originally published in 1901
as Chha Mana Atha, is a wry, powerful novel set in colonial India.
Raag Darbari s plot is set in Shivpalganj, which is a small village located in Uttar
Pradesh. This village appears to be no different from other villages that span the
country. The narrator of this novel is Ranganath, who is a research student of History.
He comes to visit his uncle. His uncle serves as the head of the village and his
supporters are placed at key locations in the village. Vaidyaji, Ranganath's uncle, is a
highly corrupt ruler who has defeated every individual who tried to stand against him.
Vaidyaji dominates the intermediate college, the village council, the grain cooperative,
and other village institutions. The readers are also introduced to Langad, who desires to
carry out dealings in an honest manner. He represents the common man and has to
bow down to the corrupt village government for getting the smallest of jobs done.
Things take a turn for Vaidyaji when some people try to bring him down from his
influential position. This leads to a series of events that will keep the readers glued to
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the very end. After seeing these events taking place before his eyes, Ranganath's
opinion of the village changes completely. The book unearths the difficulties faced by
the common man in the society at the hands of corrupt leaders. This book was greatly
appreciated by its readers and it has also fetched Sukla the Sahitya Akademi Award,
which is the highest literary award in India.
Life and works of Bhagwati Charan Verma, b. 1903, Hindi writer.
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