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Putins Russia
This book examines how Russia’s entrepreneurs operate in a business environment beset
with risk and uncertainty. The challenges they may encounter include an unreliable judicial
system, insecure property rights, arbitrary interference from officials, as well as corruption,
harassment, suspicion and violence. Based on extensive original research, including fieldwork
within three businesses, this book explores how entrepreneurs survive and some thrive. It
focuses on the kind of obstacles they face from day to day, details their motivations, rationale
and methods, and describes the actual relationship between ordinary entrepreneurs and the
state, providing new insights into business-state relations.
Political Science.
Anna Politkovskaya, one of Russia’s most fearless journalists, was gunned down in a contract
killing in Moscow in the fall of 2006. Just before her death, Politkovskaya completed this
searing, intimate record of life in Russia from the parliamentary elections of December 2003 to
the grim summer of 2005, when the nation was still reeling from the horrors of the Beslan
school siege. In A Russian Diary, Politkovskaya dares to tell the truth about the devastation of
Russia under Vladimir Putin–a truth all the more urgent since her tragic death. Writing with
unflinching clarity, Politkovskaya depicts a society strangled by cynicism and corruption. As the
Russian elections draw near, Politkovskaya describes how Putin neutralizes or jails his
opponents, muzzles the press, shamelessly lies to the public–and then secures a sham
landslide that plunges the populace into mass depression. In Moscow, oligarchs blow
thousands of rubles on nights of partying while Russian soldiers freeze to death. Terrorist
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attacks become almost commonplace events. Basic freedoms dwindle daily. And then, in
September 2004, armed terrorists take more than twelve hundred hostages in the Beslan
school, and a different kind of madness descends. In prose incandescent with outrage,
Politkovskaya captures both the horror and the absurdity of life in Putin’s Russia: She
fearlessly interviews a deranged Chechen warlord in his fortified lair. She records the numb
grief of a mother who lost a child in the Beslan siege and yet clings to the delusion that her son
will return home someday. The staggering ostentation of the new rich, the glimmer of hope that
comes with the organization of the Party of Soldiers’ Mothers, the mounting police brutality,
the fathomless public apathy–all are woven into Politkovskaya’s devastating portrait of Russia
today. “If anybody thinks they can take comfort from the ‘optimistic’ forecast, let them do so,”
Politkovskaya writes. “It is certainly the easier way, but it is also a death sentence for our
grandchildren.” A Russian Diary is testament to Politkovskaya’s ferocious refusal to take the
easier way–and the terrible price she paid for it. It is a brilliant, uncompromising exposé of a
deteriorating society by one of the world’s bravest writers. Praise for Anna Politkovskaya
“Anna Politkovskaya defined the human conscience. Her relentless pursuit of the truth in the
face of danger and darkness testifies to her distinguished place in journalism–and humanity.
This book deserves to be widely read.” –Christiane Amanpour, chief international
correspondent, CNN “Like all great investigative reporters, Anna Politkovskaya brought
forward human truths that rewrote the official story. We will continue to read her, and learn
from her, for years.” –Salman Rushdie “Suppression of freedom of speech, of expression,
reaches its savage ultimate in the murder of a writer. Anna Politkovskaya refused to lie, in her
work; her murder is a ghastly act, and an attack on world literature.” –Nadine Gordimer
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“Beyond mourning her, it would be more seemly to remember her by taking note of what she
wrote.” –James Meek
How the West’s obsession with Vladimir Putin prevents it from understanding Russia It is
impossible to think of Russia today without thinking of Vladimir Putin. More than any other
major national leader, he personifies his country in the eyes of the world, and dominates
Western media coverage. In Russia itself, he is likewise the centre of attention both for his
supporters and his detractors. But, as Tony Wood argues, this focus on Russia’s president
gets in the way of any real understanding of the country. The West needs to shake off its
obsession with Putin and look beyond the Kremlin walls. In this timely and provocative
analysis, Wood explores the profound changes Russia has undergone since 1991. In the
process, he challenges several common assumptions made about contemporary Russia.
Against the idea that Putin represents a return to Soviet authoritarianism, Wood argues that his
rule should be seen as a continuation of Yeltsin’s in the 1990s. The core features of
Putinism—a predatory elite presiding over a vastly unequal society—are in fact integral to the
system set in place after the fall of Communism. Wood also overturns the standard view of
Russia’s foreign policy, identifying the fundamental loss of power and influence that has
underpinned recent clashes with the West. Russia without Putin concludes by assessing the
current regime’s prospects, and looks ahead to what the future may hold for the country.
Two journalists for "The Washington Post" examine modern-day Russia, assessing the ways in
which Vladimir Putin and his former KGB associates have shaped the country and threatened
Russia's chances for long-term democracy.
Putin's RussiaLife in a Failing DemocracyMacmillan
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The untold story of how Russia refined the art and science of targeted assassination abroad -while Western spies watched in horror as their governments failed to guard against the threat.
They thought they had found a safe haven in the green hills of England. They were wrong. One
by one, the Russian oligarchs, dissidents, and gangsters who fled to Britain after Vladimir Putin
came to power dropped dead in strange or suspicious circumstances. One by one, their British
lawyers and fixers met similarly grisly ends. Yet, one by one, the British authorities shut down
every investigation -- and carried on courting the Kremlin. The spies in the riverside
headquarters of MI6 looked on with horror as the scope of the Kremlin's global killing campaign
became all too clear. And, across the Atlantic, American intelligence officials watched with
mounting alarm as the bodies piled up, concerned that the tide of death could spread to the
United States. Those fears intensified when a one-time Kremlin henchman was found
bludgeoned to death in a Washington, D.C. penthouse. But it wasn't until Putin's assassins
unleashed a deadly chemical weapon on the streets of Britain, endangering hundreds of
members of the public in a failed attempt to slay the double agent Sergei Skripal, that Western
governments were finally forced to admit that the killing had spun out of control. Unflinchingly
documenting the growing web of death on British and American soil, Heidi Blake bravely
exposes the Kremlin's assassination campaign as part of Putin's ruthless pursuit of global
dominance -- and reveals why Western governments have failed to stop the bloodshed. The
unforgettable story that emerges whisks us from London's high-end night clubs to Miami's
million-dollar hideouts ultimately renders a bone-chilling portrait of money, betrayal, and
murder, written with the pace and propulsive power of a thriller. Based on a vast trove of
unpublished documents, bags of discarded police evidence, and interviews with hundreds of
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insiders, this heart-stopping international investigation uncovers one of the most important -and terrifying -- geopolitical stories of our time.
The raging question in the world today is who is the real Vladimir Putin and what are his
intentions. Karen Dawisha’s brilliant Putin’s Kleptocracy provides an answer, describing how
Putin got to power, the cabal he brought with him, the billions they have looted, and his plan to
restore the Greater Russia. Russian scholar Dawisha describes and exposes the origins of
Putin’s kleptocratic regime. She presents extensive new evidence about the Putin circle’s use
of public positions for personal gain even before Putin became president in 2000. She
documents the establishment of Bank Rossiya, now sanctioned by the US; the rise of the
Ozero cooperative, founded by Putin and others who are now subject to visa bans and asset
freezes; the links between Putin, Petromed, and “Putin’s Palace” near Sochi; and the role of
security officials from Putin’s KGB days in Leningrad and Dresden, many of whom have
maintained their contacts with Russian organized crime. Putin’s Kleptocracy is the result of
years of research into the KGB and the various Russian crime syndicates. Dawisha’s sources
include Stasi archives; Russian insiders; investigative journalists in the US, Britain, Germany,
Finland, France, and Italy; and Western officials who served in Moscow. Russian journalists
wrote part of this story when the Russian media was still free. “Many of them died for this
story, and their work has largely been scrubbed from the Internet, and even from Russian
libraries,” Dawisha says. “But some of that work remains.”

Corruption, fake news, and the "informational autocracy" sustaining Putin in
power After fading into the background for many years following the collapse of
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the Soviet Union, Russia suddenly has emerged as a new threat—at least in the
minds of many Westerners. But Western assumptions about Russia, and in
particular about political decision-making in Russia, tend to be out of date or just
plain wrong. Under the leadership of Vladimir Putin since 2000, Russia is neither
a somewhat reduced version of the Soviet Union nor a classic police state.
Corruption is prevalent at all levels of government and business, but Russia's
leaders pursue broader and more complex goals than one would expect in a
typical kleptocracy, such as those in many developing countries. Nor does
Russia fit the standard political science model of a "competitive authoritarian"
regime; its parliament, political parties, and other political bodies are neither
fakes to fool the West nor forums for bargaining among the elites. The result of a
two-year collaboration between top Russian experts and Western political
scholars, Autocracy explores the complex roles of Russia's presidency, security
services, parliament, media and other actors. The authors argue that Putin has
created an “informational autocracy,” which relies more on media manipulation
than on the comprehensive repression of traditional dictatorships. The fake news,
hackers, and trolls that featured in Russia’s foreign policy during the 2016 U.S.
presidential election are also favored tools of Putin’s domestic regime—along with
internet restrictions, state television, and copious in-house surveys. While these
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tactics have been successful in the short run, the regime that depends on them
already shows signs of age: over-centralization, a narrowing of information flows,
and a reliance on informal fixers to bypass the bureaucracy. The regime's
challenge will be to continue to block social modernization without undermining
the leadership’s own capabilities.
This book offers an analysis of Putin's approval ratings from the fall of the USSR
to the present day. It considers contemporary materials, statistics and a
discourse analysis to assess how Putin's approval ratings have stayed so high
despite the current economic turndown. Through a comparative analysis with
Yeltsin's time in office, the author demonstrates that higher levels of security, a
better standard of living, increasingly assertive foreign policy and greater
centralization of power led to positive approval ratings for Putin—absent
characteristics during Yeltsin’s terms—and fostered 'positive national self-esteem'
in Russia, a national sentiment that has persisted through current economic
difficulties. Recommended reading for academics and students of Russian
studies in the field of International Relations, Foreign Policy and Comparative
Politics.
Looking beyond Putin to understand how today's Russia actually works Media
and public discussion tends to understand Russian politics as a direct reflection
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of Vladimir Putin's seeming omnipotence or Russia's unique history and culture.
Yet Russia is remarkably similar to other autocracies—and recognizing this
illuminates the inherent limits to Putin's power. Weak Strongman challenges the
conventional wisdom about Putin's Russia, highlighting the difficult trade-offs that
confront the Kremlin on issues ranging from election fraud and repression to
propaganda and foreign policy. Drawing on three decades of his own on-theground experience and research as well as insights from a new generation of
social scientists that have received little attention outside academia, Timothy
Frye reveals how much we overlook about today's Russia when we focus solely
on Putin or Russian exceptionalism. Frye brings a new understanding to a host of
crucial questions: How popular is Putin? Is Russian propaganda effective? Why
are relations with the West so fraught? Can Russian cyber warriors really swing
foreign elections? In answering these and other questions, Frye offers a highly
accessible reassessment of Russian politics that highlights the challenges of
governing Russia and the nature of modern autocracy. Rich in personal
anecdotes and cutting-edge social science, Weak Strongman offers the best
evidence available about how Russia actually works.
Now in a thoroughly revised, expanded, and updated edition, this classic text
provides an authoritative and current analysis of contemporary Russia. Leading
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scholars explore the daunting domestic and international problems Russia
confronts, considering a comprehensive array of economic, political, foreign
policy, and social issues.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER From the diplomat Putin wants to
interrogate—and has banned from Russia—a revelatory, inside account of
U.S.-Russia relations from 1989 to the present “A fascinating and timely account
of the current crisis in the relationship between Russia and the United States.”
—New York Times Book Review Putin would need an enemy, and he turned to
the most reliable one in Russia’s recent history: the United States and then, by
extension, me. In 2008, when Michael McFaul was asked to leave his perch at
Stanford and join an unlikely presidential campaign, he had no idea that he would
find himself at the beating heart of one of today’s most contentious and
consequential international relationships. As President Barack Obama’s adviser
on Russian affairs, McFaul helped craft the United States’ policy known as
“reset” that fostered new and unprecedented collaboration between the two
countries. And then, as U.S. ambassador to Russia from 2012 to 2014, he had a
front-row seat when this fleeting, hopeful moment crumbled with Vladimir Putin’s
return to the presidency. This riveting inside account combines history and
memoir to tell the full story of U.S.-Russia relations from the fall of the Soviet
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Union to the new rise of the hostile, paranoid Russian president. From the first
days of McFaul’s ambassadorship, the Kremlin actively sought to discredit and
undermine him, hassling him with tactics that included dispatching protesters to
his front gates, slandering him on state media, and tightly surveilling him, his
staff, and his family. From Cold War to Hot Peace is an essential account of the
most consequential global confrontation of our time.
An incisive study of a nation in chaos and its leader by a distinguished Russian
journalist offers a detailed expos of the rampant corruption in business,
government, and the judiciary; severe problems within the military establishment;
the ongoing war with Chechnya; and the role of Vladimir Putin in stifling civil
liberties and the West for its support of the Russian leader. Reprint.
In The Long Hangover, Shaun Walker provides a deeply reported, bottom-up
explanation of Russia's resurgence under Putin. By cleverly exploiting the
memory of the Soviet victory over fascism in World War II, Putin's regime has
made ordinary Russians feel that their country is great again. Shaun Walker
provides new insight into contemporary Russia and its search for a new identity,
telling the story through the country's troubled relationship with its Soviet past.
Walker not only explains Vladimir Putin's goals and the government's official
manipulations of history, but also focuses on ordinary Russians and their
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motivations. He charts how Putin raised victory in World War II to the status of a
national founding myth in the search for a unifying force to heal a divided country,
and shows how dangerous the ramifications of this have been. The book
explores why Russia, unlike Germany, has failed to come to terms with the
darkest pages of its past: Stalin's purges, the Gulag, and the war deportations.
The narrative roams from the corridors of the Kremlin to the wilds of the Gulags
and the trenches of East Ukraine. It puts the annexation of Crimea and the newly
assertive Russia in the context of the delayed fallout of the Soviet collapse. The
Long Hangover is a book about a lost generation: the millions of Russians who
lost their country and the subsequent attempts to restore to them a sense of
purpose. Packed with analysis but told mainly through vibrant reportage, it is a
thoughtful exploration of the legacy of the Soviet collapse and how it has affected
life in Russia and Putin's policies.
Providing an in-depth review of Russia's key economic policies, this book is the
first systematic study of the political economy of oil windfalls in Putin's Russia.
This book examines television culture in Russia under the government of Vladimir Putin. In
recent years, the growing influx into Russian television of globally mediated genres and
formats has coincided with a decline in media freedom and a ratcheting up of government
control over the content style of television programmes. All three national channels (First,
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Russia, NTV) have fallen victim to Putin’s power-obsessed regime. Journalists critical of his
Chechnya policy have been subject to harassment and arrest; programmes courting political
controversy, such as Savik Shuster’s Freedom of Speech (Svoboda slova) have been taken
off the air; coverage of national holidays like Victory Day has witnessed a return of Soviet-style
bombast; and reporting on crises, such as the Beslan tragedy, is severely curtailed. The book
demonstrates how broadcasters have been enlisted in support of a transparent effort to install
a latter-day version of imperial pride in Russian military achievements at the centre of a
national identity project over which, from the depths of the Kremlin, Putin’s government exerts
a form of remote control. However, central to the book's argument is the notion that because of
the changes wrought upon Russian society after 1985, a blanket return to the totalitarianism of
the Soviet media has, notwithstanding the tenor of much western reporting on the issue, not
occurred. Despite the fact that television is nominally under state control, that control remains
remote and less than wholly effective, as amply demonstrated in the audience research
conducted for the book, and in analysis of contradictions at the textual level. Overall, this book
provides a fascinating account of the role of television under President Putin, and will be of
interest to all those wishing to understand contemporary Russian society.
In the tradition of Hedrick Smith's The Russians, Robert G. Kaiser's Russia: The People and
the Power, and David Remnick's Lenin's Tomb comes an eloquent and eye-opening chronicle
of Vladimir Putin's Russia, from this generation's leading Moscow correspondents. With the
1991 collapse of the Soviet Union, Russia launched itself on a fitful transition to Western-style
democracy. But a decade later, Boris Yeltsin's handpicked successor, Vladimir Putin, a
childhood hooligan turned KGB officer who rose from nowhere determined to restore the order
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of the Soviet past, resolved to bring an end to the revolution. Kremlin Rising goes behind the
scenes of contemporary Russia to reveal the culmination of Project Putin, the secret plot to
reconsolidate power in the Kremlin. During their four years as Moscow bureau chiefs for The
Washington Post, Peter Baker and Susan Glasser witnessed firsthand the methodical
campaign to reverse the post-Soviet revolution and transform Russia back into an authoritarian
state. Their gripping narrative moves from the unlikely rise of Putin through the key moments of
his tenure that re-centralized power into his hands, from his decision to take over Russia's only
independent television network to the Moscow theater siege of 2002 to the "managed
democracy" elections of 2003 and 2004 to the horrific slaughter of Beslan's schoolchildren in
2004, recounting a four-year period that has changed the direction of modern Russia. But the
authors also go beyond the politics to draw a moving and vivid portrait of the Russian people
they encountered -- both those who have prospered and those barely surviving -- and show
how the political flux has shaped individual lives. Opening a window to a country on the brink,
where behind the gleaming new shopping malls all things Soviet are chic again and even high
school students wonder if Lenin was right after all, Kremlin Rising features the personal stories
of Russians at all levels of society, including frightened army deserters, an imprisoned oil
billionaire, Chechen villagers, a trendy Moscow restaurant king, a reluctant underwear
salesman, and anguished AIDS patients in Siberia. With shrewd reporting and unprecedented
access to Putin's insiders, Kremlin Rising offers both unsettling new revelations about Russia's
leader and a compelling inside look at life in the land that he is building. As the first major book
on Russia in years, it is an extraordinary contribution to our understanding of the country and
promises to shape the debate about Russia, its uncertain future, and its relationship with the
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United States.
History is not just a study of past events, but a product and an idea for the modernisation and
consolidation of the nation. ‘The Use of History in Putin’s Russia’ examines how the past is
perceived in contemporary Russia and analyses the ways in which the Russian state uses
history to create a broad coalition of consensus and forge a new national identity. Central to
issues of governance and national identity, the Russian state utilises history for the purpose of
state-building and reviving Russia’s national consciousness in the twenty-first century.
Assessing how history mediates the complex relationship between state and population, this
book analyses the selection process of constructing and recycling a preferred historical
narrative to create loyal, patriotic citizens, ultimately aiding its modernisation. Different
historical spheres of Russian life are analysed in-depth including areas of culture, politics,
education, and anniversaries. The past is not just a state matter, a socio-political issue linked
to the modernisation process, containing many paradoxes. This book has wide-ranging appeal,
not only for professors and students specialising in Russia and the former Soviet Space in the
fields of History and Memory, International Relations, Educational Studies, and Intercultural
Communication but also for policymakers and think-tanks.
As a new president takes power in Russia, this book provides an analysis of the changing
relationship between control of Russian television media and presidential power during the
tenure of President Vladimir Putin. It argues that the conflicts within Russia’s political and
economic elites, and President Putin’s attempts to rebuild the Russian state after its
fragmentation during the Yeltsin administration, are the most significant causes of changes in
Russian media. Tina Burrett demonstrates that President Putin sought to increase state control
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over television as part of a larger programme aimed at strengthening the power of the state
and the position of the presidency at its apex, and that such control over the media was
instrumental to the success of the president’s wider systemic changes that have redefined the
Russian polity. The book also highlights the ways in which oligarchic media owners in Russia
used television for their own political purposes, and that media manipulation was not the
exclusive preserve of the Kremlin, but a common pattern of behaviour in elite struggles in the
post-Soviet era. Basing its analysis predominately on interviews with key players in the
Moscow media and political elites, and on secondary sources drawn from the Russian and
Western media, the book examines broad themes that have been the subject of constant
media interest, and have relevance beyond the confines of Russian politics.
The Russian protests, sparked by the 2011 Duma election, have been widely portrayed as a
colourful but inconsequential middle-class rebellion, confined to Moscow and organized by an
unpopular opposition. In this sweeping new account of the protests, Mischa Gabowitsch
challenges these journalistic clichés, showing that they stem from wishful thinking and media
bias rather than from accurate empirical analysis. Drawing on a rich body of material, he
analyses the biggest wave of demonstrations since the end of the Soviet Union, situating them
in the context of protest and social movements across Russia as a whole. He also explores the
legacy of the protests in the new era after Ukraine's much larger Maidan protests, the crises in
Crimea and the Donbass, and Putin's ultra-conservative turn. As the first full-length study of the
Russian protests, this book will be of great value to students and scholars of Russia and to
anyone interested in contemporary social movements and political protest.
Examines the recent presidential and parliamentary elections and their effects on Putin's
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leadership and Russia.
A fifth edition of this book is now available. Now in a thoroughly revised, expanded, and
updated edition, this classic text provides the most authoritative and current analysis available
of contemporary Russia and the challenges facing Vladimir Putin and his successor, Dmitri
Medvedev. Leading scholars discuss the social, political, and security issues that confronted
Putin, as well as his successes and failures in dealing with them. The contributors conclude
that Putin's influence will continue to be felt for years to come, not only because he remains
powerful in his new post as prime minister but because he laid the groundwork for dealing with
the many problems still confronting Russia. Clearly written and organized, this text is an
indispensable guide for anyone wanting to understand Russia today.
Using a human rights approach, the book analyses the dynamics in the application of minority
policies for the preservation of cultural and linguistic diversity in Russia. Despite Russia’s
legacy of ethno-cultural and linguistic pluralism, the book argues that the Putin leadership’s
overwhelming statism and promotion of Russian patriotism are inexorably leading to a
reduction of Russia’s diversity. Using scores of interviews with representatives of national
minorities, civil society, public officials and academics, the book highlights the reasons why
Russian law and policies, as well as international standards on minority rights, are ill-equipped
to withstand the centralising drive toward ever greater uniformity. While minority policies are
fragmented and feeble in contemporary Russia, they are also centrally conceived, which is
exacerbated by a growing democratic deficit under Putin. Crucially, in today’s Russia informal
practices and networks are frequently utilised rather than formal channels in the sphere of
diversity management. Informal practices, the book argues, can at times favour minorities, yet
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they more frequently disadvantage them and create the conditions for the co-optation of
leaders of minority groups. A dilution of diversity, the book suggests, is not only resulting in the
loss of Russia’s rich cultural heritage but is also impairing the peaceful coexistence of the
individuals and groups that make up Russian society.

Author of more than six acclaimed graphic novels and well- known for his economical
drawing and clear, explanatory narrative, Cunningham shows how the West and its
leaders have been culpable in aiding Putin's rise - Obama being an example.Areas
covered include Brexit and Trump; the crackdown on human rights, especially on
homosexuality in Russia; and the poisonings - among them, journalist Anna
Politkovskaya in Russia, Alexander Litvinenko in London, Sergei Skripal in Salisbury.
By putting these events into a timeline, Cunningham aims to show that Putin is
opportunistic rather than the master manipulator people make him out to be: 'He's
essentially a gangster and not a particularly smart one. We need to demythologise
Putin if we are to beat him.' Meanwhile Russian money and influence grows ever
stronger as Western governments and companies turn a blind eye to the regime's
excessive brutality and corruption.
On December 31, 1999, ailing political maverick Boris Yeltsin abruptly handed the
country's leadership over to the virtually unknown former intelligence officer Vladimir
Putin. The new Kremlin boss represented both continuity and change. While he was
linked with the past, he also signified a sharp break from it.With Putin's ascendancy to
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power, Russian leadership and Russia have changed dramatically. A pragmatic
manager, Putin has tamed the Russian elite and arrogant tycoons, pushed forward
economic reforms previously stalled under Yeltsin, and instituted a pro-Western foreign
policy. He has accomplished all of this while maintaining an astonishing 70 percent
approval rating.However, Russia's transformation under Putin remains a paradox.
Outwardly he has proved his desire to modernize Russia, but he has also demonstrated
a deep distrust of major democratic institutions and an open desire to keep tight control
over society.In Putin's Russia, Lilia Shevtsova, one of Russia's top political analysts
and award-winning journalists, examines how, under Putin, the country vacillates
between optimism and anguish, hope and resentment. She examines the true nature of
Putin's leadership and how far he is willing and capable to go with further
transformation. Time will tell if he can combine his authoritarian ways with economic
liberalism and pro-Western policy to define the Russia of the twenty-first century.
upper-division courses on Government & Politics of Russia
Moscow in Movement is the first exhaustive study of social movements, protest, and
the state-society relationship in Vladimir Putin's Russia. Beginning in 2005 and running
through the summer of 2013, the book traces the evolution of the relationship between
citizens and their state through a series of in-depth case studies, explaining how
Russians mobilized to defend human and civil rights, the environment, and individual
and group interests: a process that culminated in the dramatic election protests of
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2011–2012 and their aftermath. To understand where this surprising mobilization came
from, and what it might mean for Russia's political future, the author looks beyond
blanket arguments about the impact of low levels of trust, the weight of the Soviet
legacy, or authoritarian repression, and finds an active and boisterous citizenry that
nevertheless struggles to gain traction against a ruling elite that would prefer to ignore
them. On a broader level, the core argument of this volume is that political elites, by
structuring the political arena, exert a decisive influence on the patterns of collective
behavior that make up civil society—and the author seeks to test this theory by applying
it to observable facts in historical and comparative perspective. Moscow in Movement
will be of interest to anyone looking for a bottom-up, citizens' eye view of recent
Russian history, and especially to scholars and students of contemporary Russian
politics and society, comparative politics, and sociology.
No sector has been as vital as oil to the Russian economy since Vladimir Putin came to
power. The longest serving leader since Stalin, Putin has presided during a period of
relative economic prosperity driven largely by booming oil windfalls. Oil in Putin’s
Russia offers an in-depth examination of the contests over windfalls drawn from the oil
sector. Examining how the Russian leadership has guided the process of distributing
these windfalls, Adnan Vatansever explores the causes behind key policy continuities
and policy reversals during Putin’s tenure. The product of over ten years of research,
including interviews with decision-makers and oil industry officials, Oil in Putin’s Russia
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takes an innovative approach to understanding the contested nature of resource rents
and the policy processes that determine how they are allocated. In so doing, it offers a
comprehensive and timely account of politics and policy in contemporary Russia, and a
significant contribution to research on the political economy of resource rents in mineral
resource-rich countries.
uropean far-right parties have developed close relationships with Russia, based both on
ideology and strategy. These parties see in President Vladimir Putin the model of a
strong, conservative leader who defends traditional values and opposes the decadent
West. Since most far-right parties are at the same time anti-American and against
European integration, they also see a close relationship with Russia as a necessary
foothold in order to achieve the gradual disassociation of their countries from EuroAtlantic institutions. The Kremlin views these parties as possibly being useful to expand
Russia’s geopolitical influence. This unholy alliance should be emphasised and
condemned more often in Europe.
This volume seeks to fill the vacuum created by the Joint Economic Committee of
Congress's decision to cease publishing comprehensive assessments of Russia's
performance and potential. It provides readers with authoritative descriptions of
Russia's economy, military prowess and international ambitions. The volume does not
settle controversies, but does provide readers with an objective basis for assessing
Russia's prospects without the distortions caused by fake news and disinformation
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wars.
This book argues that Putin's strategy for rebuilding the state was fundamentally
flawed. Taylor demonstrates that a disregard for the way state officials behave toward
citizens - state quality - had a negative impact on what the state could do - state
capacity. Focusing on those organizations that control state coercion, what Russians
call the 'power ministries', Taylor shows that many of the weaknesses of the Russian
state that existed under Boris Yeltsin persisted under Putin. Drawing on extensive field
research and interviews, as well as a wide range of comparative data, the book reveals
the practices and norms that guide the behavior of Russian power ministry officials (the
so-called siloviki), especially law enforcement personnel. By examining siloviki behavior
from the Kremlin down to the street level, State Building in Putin's Russia uncovers the
who, where and how of Russian state building after communism.

This book constitutes an up-to-date treatment of Russia’s economic
development and economic policies since 2000, when Vladimir Putin became the
President of Russia. After the slow decline and sudden collapse of the Soviet
Union, Russia embarked upon a multi-faceted change. This included transition
from central management to a market economy, from one-party rule to
democracy, from multi-national empire to nation state, and from relative autarchy
to opening up to the European and global communities. This book concentrates
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on economic change, exploring how in spite of steep production decline,
widening welfare differentials and increasing social uncertainty, the 1990s also
created many of the institutional and policy preconditions for a functioning market
economy.
A figure of controversy ever since he took over as acting president in 2000,
Vladimir Putin has been little understood in the West. In this first full-scale
assessment of Putin's leadership, prominent scholars explore the daunting
domestic and international problems facing Russia today. Assessing the regime's
efforts to rebuild the social, political, and economic shambles Putin inherited, the
book considers such critical issues such as the economy, Chechnya, centerperiphery relations, military reform, the media, the Duma, democracy, foreign
policy, the oligarchs, legal reform, and Putin himself. Despite his authoritarian
approach, Putin's popularity has soared. The book concludes that if he remains
in power-as seems likely-Putin will continue to address his country's problems in
an incremental and centralized manner as he moves toward his goal of restoring
Russia to the status of a world power.
"From a leading journalist in Moscow and a correspondent for The New Yorker, a
groundbreaking portrait of modern Russia and the inner struggles of the people
who sustain Vladimir Putin's rule"-Page 22/28
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A Sunday Times bestseller | A New York Times Book Review Editors' Choice
Named a best book of the year by The Economist | Financial Times | New
Statesman | The Telegraph "[Putin's People] will surely now become the
definitive account of the rise of Putin and Putinism." —Anne Applebaum, The
Atlantic "This riveting, immaculately researched book is arguably the best single
volume written about Putin, the people around him and perhaps even about
contemporary Russia itself in the past three decades." —Peter Frankopan,
Financial Times Interference in American elections. The sponsorship of extremist
politics in Europe. War in Ukraine. In recent years, Vladimir Putin’s Russia has
waged a concerted campaign to expand its influence and undermine Western
institutions. But how and why did all this come about, and who has orchestrated
it? In Putin’s People, the investigative journalist and former Moscow
correspondent Catherine Belton reveals the untold story of how Vladimir Putin
and the small group of KGB men surrounding him rose to power and looted their
country. Delving deep into the workings of Putin’s Kremlin, Belton accesses key
inside players to reveal how Putin replaced the freewheeling tycoons of the
Yeltsin era with a new generation of loyal oligarchs, who in turn subverted
Russia’s economy and legal system and extended the Kremlin's reach into the
United States and Europe. The result is a chilling and revelatory exposé of the
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KGB’s revanche—a story that begins in the murk of the Soviet collapse, when
networks of operatives were able to siphon billions of dollars out of state
enterprises and move their spoils into the West. Putin and his allies subsequently
completed the agenda, reasserting Russian power while taking control of the
economy for themselves, suppressing independent voices, and launching covert
influence operations abroad. Ranging from Moscow and London to Switzerland
and Brooklyn’s Brighton Beach—and assembling a colorful cast of characters to
match—Putin’s People is the definitive account of how hopes for the new Russia
went astray, with stark consequences for its inhabitants and, increasingly, the
world.
The Pussy Riot protest, and the subsequent heavy handed treatment of the
protestors, grabbed the headlines, but this was not an isolated instance of art
being noticeably critical of the regime. As this book, based on extensive original
research, shows, there has been gradually emerging over recent decades a
significant counter-culture in the art world which satirises and ridicules the regime
and the values it represents, at the same time putting forward, through art,
alternative values. The book traces the development of art and protest in recent
decades, discusses how art of this kind engages in political and social protest,
and provides many illustrations as examples of art as protest. The book
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concludes by discussing how important art has been in facilitating new social
values and in prompting political protests.
Written by Andrew Jack, the Moscow Bureau Chief of the Financial Times, here
is a revealing look at the meteoric rise of Vladimir Putin and his first term as
president of Russia. Drawing on interviews with Putin himself, and with a number
of the country's leading figures, as well as many ordinary Russians, Jack
describes how the former KGB official emerged from the shadows of the Soviet
secret police and lowly government jobs to become the most powerful man in
Russia. The author shows how Putin has defied domestic and foreign
expectations, presiding over a period of strong economic growth, significant
restructuring, and rising international prestige. Yet Putin himself remains a man
of mystery and contradictions. Personally, he is the opposite of Boris Yeltsin. A
former judo champion, he is abstemious, healthy, and energetic, but also
evasive, secretive, and cautious. Politically, he has pursued a predominantly prowestern foreign policy and liberal economic reforms, but has pursued a hardline
war in Chechnya and introduced tighter controls over parliament and the media
and his opponents, moves which are reminiscent of the Soviet era. Through it all,
Putin has united Russian society and maintained extraordinarily high popularity.
Jack concludes that Putin's "liberal authoritarianism" may be unpalatable to the
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West, but is probably the best that Russia can do at this point in her history.
Inside Putin's Russia digs behind the rumors and speculation, illuminating Putin's
character and the changing nature of the Russia he rules. Andrew Jack sheds
light on Putin's thinking, style and effectiveness as president. With Putin's second
term just beginning, this invaluable book offers important insights for anyone
interested in the past, present, and future of Russia.
From the KGB to the Kremlin: a multidimensional portrait of the man at war with
the West. Where do Vladimir Putin's ideas come from? How does he look at the
outside world? What does he want, and how far is he willing to go? The great
lesson of the outbreak of World War I in 1914 was the danger of misreading the
statements, actions, and intentions of the adversary. Today, Vladimir Putin has
become the greatest challenge to European security and the global world order in
decades. Russia's 8,000 nuclear weapons underscore the huge risks of not
understanding who Putin is. Featuring five new chapters, this new edition dispels
potentially dangerous misconceptions about Putin and offers a clear-eyed look at
his objectives. It presents Putin as a reflection of deeply ingrained Russian ways
of thinking as well as his unique personal background and experience. Praise for
the first edition If you want to begin to understand Russia today, read this book.
—Sir John Scarlett, former chief of the British Secret Intelligence Service (MI6) For
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anyone wishing to understand Russia's evolution since the breakup of the Soviet
Union and its trajectory since then, the book you hold in your hand is an essential
guide.—John McLaughlin, former deputy director of U.S. Central Intelligence Of
the many biographies of Vladimir Putin that have appeared in recent years, this
one is the most useful. —Foreign Affairs This is not just another Putin biography. It
is a psychological portrait. —The Financial Times Q: Do you have time to read
books? If so, which ones would you recommend? "My goodness, let's see.
There's Mr. Putin, by Fiona Hill and Clifford Gaddy. Insightful." —Vice President
Joseph Biden in Joe Biden: The Rolling Stone Interview.
From renowned foreign policy expert Angela Stent comes a dissection of how
Putin created a paranoid and polarized world -- and increased Russia's status on
the global stage. How did Russia manage to emerge resurgent on the world
stage and play a weak hand so effectively? Is it because Putin is a brilliant
strategist? Or has Russia stepped into a vacuum created by the West's
distraction with its own domestic problems and US ambivalence about whether it
still wants to act as a superpower? Putin's World examines the country's
turbulent past, how it has influenced Putin, the Russians' understanding of their
position on the global stage and their future ambitions -- and their conviction that
the West has tried to deny them a seat at the table of great powers since the
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USSR collapsed. This book looks at Russia's key relationships -- its downward
spiral with the United States, Europe, and NATO; its ties to China, Japan, the
Middle East; and with its neighbors, particularly the fraught relationship with
Ukraine. Putin's World will help Americans understand how and why the postCold War era has given way to a new, more dangerous world, one in which
Russia poses a challenge to the United States in every corner of the globe -- and
one in which Russia has become a toxic and divisive subject in US politics.
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