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Pursuit Of The Millennium Revolutionary Millenarians
And Mystical Anarchists Middle Ages Norman Cohn
On April 19, 1993, at least seventy-four people lost their lives near Waco, Texas, in the
confrontation between the followers of David Koresh and the federal agents outside his
compound. These groups, clearly, inhabited two different conceptual worlds. Yet both then and
now, it seemed that neither journalists nor law-enforcement experts nor the public was aware
of the rich tradition of messianic, revolutionary politics behind groups like Koresh's, a history
that stretches back, unbroken, to the early Middle Ages.
This fascinating book explores the millenarianism that flourished in western Europe between
the eleventh and sixteenth centuries. Cohn covers the full range of revolutionary and anarchic
sects and movements in medieval Europe.
Israel's newest prime minister as of February 6, 2001, Ariel Sharon is a dynamic and
controversial leader. A hero in Israel's wars, perhaps the most daring and successful
commander in Israel's extraordinary military history, Sharon has always been a warrior,
whether the enemies were hostile Arab nations, terrorists, Time magazine, or rival politicians.
The public man is well known -- aggressive in battle, hard-line in politics -- but the private man
has always been obscured by Sharon's dazzling career and powerful personality. In this
compelling and dramatic auto-biography, the real Sharon appears for the first time: a complex
man, a loving father, a figure of courage and compassion. He is a warrior who commands the
respect and love of his troops, a visionary, and an uncompromising, ruthless pragmatist.
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Sharon tells his story with frankness, power, intelligence, and a brilliant gift for detail. Always
controversial, he is as outspoken as his friends -- and enemies -- would expect him to be.
A fascinating account of the phenomenon known as the Black Death, this volume offers a
wealth of documentary material focused on the initial outbreak of the plague that ravaged the
world in the fourteenth century. A comprehensive introduction that provides important
background on the origins and spread of the plague is followed by nearly 50 documents
organized into topical sections that focus on the origin and spread of the illness; the responses
of medical practitioners; the societal and economic impact; religious responses; the flagellant
movement and attacks on Jews provoked by the plague; and the artistic response. Each
chapter has an introduction that summarizes the issues explored in the documents; headnotes
to the documents provide additional background material. The book contains documents from
many countries — including Muslim and Byzantine sources — to give students a variety of
perspectives on this devastating illness and its consequences. The volume also includes
illustrations, a chronology of the Black Death, questions to consider, a selected bibliography,
and an index.
Provides a history of early Judaism
"The most cosmically elegiac writer in literature . . . no one reading Ballard could doubt the tidal
gravity of his intellect." —Jonathan Lethem, New York Times Book Review Violent rebellion
comes to London’s middle classes in this “fascinating” (San Francisco Chronicle) novel from
the same author of Crash and Empire of the Sun. Never more timely, Millennium People
“seeks to illuminate our hearts of darkness while undermining our assumptions about what
literature is meant to do” (Los Angeles Times).
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Millions of Americans take the Bible at its word and turn to like-minded local
ministers and TV preachers, periodicals and paperbacks for help in finding their
place in God's prophetic plan for mankind. And yet, influential as this
phenomenon is in the worldview of so many, the belief in biblical prophecy
remains a popular mystery, largely unstudied and little understood. When Time
Shall Be No More offers for the first time an in-depth look at the subtle, pervasive
ways in which prophecy belief shapes contemporary American thought and
culture. Belief in prophecy dates back to antiquity, and there Paul Boyer begins,
seeking out the origins of this particular brand of faith in early Jewish and
Christian apocalyptic writings, then tracing its development over time. Against
this broad historical overview, the effect of prophecy belief on the events and
themes of recent decades emerges in clear and striking detail. Nuclear war, the
Soviet Union, Israel and the Middle East, the destiny of the United States, the
rise of a computerized global economic order--Boyer shows how impressive feats
of exegesis have incorporated all of these in the popular imagination in terms of
the Bible's apocalyptic works. Reflecting finally on the tenacity of prophecy belief
in our supposedly secular age, Boyer considers the direction such popular
conviction might take--and the forms it might assume--in the post-Cold War era.
The product of a four-year immersion in the literature and culture of prophecy
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belief, When Time Shall Be No More serves as a pathbreaking guide to this vast
terra incognita of contemporary American popular thought-a thorough and
thoroughly fascinating index to its sources, its implications, and its enduring
appeal.
A brilliant weave of personal involvement, vivid biography and political insight,
Koba the Dread is the successor to Martin Amis’s award-winning memoir,
Experience. Koba the Dread captures the appeal of one of the most powerful
belief systems of the 20th century — one that spread through the world, both
captivating it and staining it red. It addresses itself to the central lacuna of 20thcentury thought: the indulgence of Communism by the intellectuals of the West.
In between the personal beginnings and the personal ending, Amis gives us
perhaps the best one-hundred pages ever written about Stalin: Koba the Dread,
Iosif the Terrible. The author’s father, Kingsley Amis, though later reactionary in
tendency, was a “Comintern dogsbody” (as he would come to put it) from 1941
to 1956. His second-closest, and then his closest friend (after the death of the
poet Philip Larkin), was Robert Conquest, our leading Sovietologist whose book
of 1968, The Great Terror, was second only to Solzhenitsyn’s The Gulag
Archipelago in undermining the USSR. The present memoir explores these
connections. Stalin said that the death of one person was tragic, the death of a
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million a mere “statistic.” Koba the Dread, during whose course the author
absorbs a particular, a familial death, is a rebuttal of Stalin’s aphorism.
All over the world people look forward to a perfect future, when the forces of good
will be finally victorious over the forces of evil. Once this was a radically new way
of imagining the destiny of the world and of mankind. How did it originate, and
what kind of world-view preceded it? In this engrossing book, the author of the
classic work The Pursuit of the Millennium takes us on a journey of exploration,
through the world-views of ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia, and India, through the
innovations of Iranian and Jewish prophets and sages, to the earliest Christian
imaginings of heaven on earth. Until around 1500 B.C., it was generally believed
that once the world had been set in order by the gods, it was in essence
immutable. However, it was always a troubled world. By means of flood and
drought, famine and plague, defeat in war, and death itself, demonic forces
threatened and impaired it. Various combat myths told how a divine warrior kept
the forces of chaos at bay and enabled the world to survive. Sometime between
1500 and 1200 B.C., the Iranian prophet Zoroaster broke from that static yet
anxious world-view, reinterpreting the Iranian version of the combat myth. For
Zoroaster, the world was moving, through incessant conflict, toward a conflictless
state--"cosmos without chaos." The time would come when, in a prodigious
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battle, the supreme god would utterly defeat the forces of chaos and their human
allies and eliminate them forever, and so bring an absolutely good world into
being. Cohn reveals how this vision of the future was taken over by certain
Jewish groups, notably the Jesus sect, with incalculable consequences. Deeply
informed yet highly readable, this magisterial book illumines a major turning-point
in the history of human consciousness. It will be mandatory reading for all who
appreciated The Pursuit of the Millennium.
The New York Times calls him "America's number one Buddhist." He is the cofounder of Tibet House New York, was the first American Tibetan Buddhist monk,
and has shared a thirty-five-year friendship with the Dalai Lama. Now, Robert
Thurman presents his first completely original book, an introduction to Buddhism
and "an inspiring guide to incorporating Buddhist wisdom into daily life" (USA
Today). Written with insight, enthusiasm, and impeccable scholarship, Inner
Revolution is not only a national bestseller and practical primer on one of the
world's most fascinating traditions, but it is also a wide-ranging look at the course
of our civilization--and how we can alter it for the better. "Part spiritual memoir,
part philosophical treatise and part religious history, Thurman's book is a
passionate declaration of the possibilities of renewing the world" (Publishers
Weekly, starred review).
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From millenarists to Antichrist hunters, from the Sibyls to the Hussites, Visions of
the End is a monumental compendium spanning the literature of the Christian
apocalyptic tradition from the period A.D. 400 to 1500, masterfully selected and
complete with a comprehensive introduction and new preface.
Apocalyptic expectations of Armageddon and a New Age have been a fixture of
the American cultural landscape for centuries. With the approach of the year
2000, such millennial visions seem once again to be increasing in popularity.
Stephen O'Leary sheds new light on the age-old phenomenon of the End of the
Age by proposing a rhetorical explanation for the appeal of millennialism. Using
examples of apocalyptic argument from ancient to modern times, O'Leary
identifies the recurring patterns in apocalyptic texts and movements and shows
how and why the Christian Apocalypse has been used to support a variety of
political stances and programs. The book concludes with a critical review of the
recent appearances of doomsday scenarios in our politics and culture, and a
meditation on the significance of the Apocalypse in the nuclear age. Arguing the
Apocalypse is the most thorough examination of its subject to date: a study of a
neglected chapter of our religious and cultural history, a guide to the politics of
Armageddon, and a map of millennial consciousness.
Apocalypse Observed is about religious violence. By analyzing five of the most
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notorious cults of recent years, the authors present a fascinating and revealing account
of religious sects and conflict. Cults covered include: * the apocalypse at Jonestown *
the Branch Davidians at Waco * the violent path of Aum Shinrikyo * the mystical
apocalypse of the Solar Temple * the mass suicide of Heaven's Gate. Through
comparative case studies and in-depth analysis, the authors show how religious
violence can erupt not simply from the beliefs of the cult followers or the personalities of
their leaders, but also from the way in which society responds to the cults in its midst.
One of The Economist's 2011 Books of the Year Did Garibaldi do Italy a disservice
when he helped its disparate parts achieve unity? Was the goal of political unification a
mistake? These questions are asked and answered in a number of ways in this
engaging, original consideration of the many histories that contribute to the brillianceand weakness-of Italy today. David Gilmour's wonderfully readable exploration of Italian
life over the centuries is filled with provocative anecdotes as well as personal
observations, and is peopled with the great figures of the Italian past-from Cicero and
Virgil to Dante and the Medicis, from Garibaldi and Cavour to the controversial
politicians of the twentieth century. Gilmour's wise account of the Risorgimento, the
pivotal epoch in modern Italian history, debunks the nationalistic myths that surround it,
though he paints a sympathetic portrait of Giuseppe Verdi, a beloved hero of the era.
Gilmour shows that the glory of Italy has always lain in its regions, with their distinctive
art, civic cultures, identities, and cuisines. Italy's inhabitants identified themselves not
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as Italians but as Tuscans and Venetians, Sicilians and Lombards, Neapolitans and
Genoese. Italy's strength and culture still come from its regions rather than from its
misconceived, mishandled notion of a unified nation. With The Pursuit of Italy, David
Gilmour has provided a coherent, persuasive, and entertaining interpretation of the
paradoxes of Italian life, past and present.
As interest in the work of Bakhtin grows there is an increasing demand for a well
organized, readable text which explains his main ideas and relates them to current
social and cultural theory. This book is designed to supply this demand. Elegantly
written with the needs of the student coming to Bakhtin for the first time in mind, it
provides the essential guide to this important and neglected thinker.
Apocalyptic scenarios remain prevalent and powerful in popular culture (in television,
film, comic books, and popular fiction), in politics (in debates on climate change,
environmentalism, Middle East policy, and military planning), and in various religious
traditions. Academic interest in apocalypticism is flourishing; indeed, the study of both
ancient and contemporary apocalyptic phenomena has long been a focus of attention in
scholarly research and a ready way to engage the religious studies classroom.
Apocalypses in Context is designed for just such a classroom, bringing together the
insights of scholars in various fields and using different methods to discuss the
manifestations of apocalyptic enthusiasm in different ages (Part I: Ancient Apocalyptic
Literature; Part II: Apocalypticism through the Ages; Part III: Apocalypticism in the
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Contemporary World). This approach enables the instructor to make connections and
students to recognize continuities and contrasts across history. Apocalypses in Context
features illustrations, graphs, study questions, and suggestions for further reading after
each chapter, as well as recommended media and artwork to support the college
classroom.
An exploration of the origins, development, and varying interpretations of the ancient
story of Noah's flood, and an assessment of its impact on the history of ideas. It
includes accounts of the scholars and theologians who have endorsed or rejected the
flood story.
This book by the legendary Situationist activist and author of The Revolution
ofEveryday Life examines the heretical and millenarian movements that challenged
social andecclesiastical authority in Europe from the 1200s into the 1500s.Although
Vaneigem discusses anumber of different movements such as the Cathars and
Joachimite millenarians, his main emphasis ison the various manifestations of the
Movement of the Free Spirit in northern Europe. He sees notonly resistance to the
power of state and church but also the immensely creative invention of newforms of
love, sexuality, community, and exchange. Vaneigem is particularly interested in
theradical opposition presented by these movements to the imperatives of an emerging
market-basedeconomy, and he evokes crucial historical parallels with the antisystemic
rebellions of the 1960s.The book includes translations of original texts and source
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materials.

What comes after neoliberalism? In these times of health emergency, economic
collapse, populist anger and ecological threat, societies are forced to turn inward
in search of protection. Neoliberalism, the ideology that presided over decades of
market globalisation, is on trial, while state intervention is making a spectacular
comeback amid lockdowns, mass vaccination programmes, deficit spending and
climate planning. This is the Great Recoil, the era when the neo-statist
endopolitics of national sovereignty, economic protection and democratic control
overrides the neoliberal exopolitics of free markets, labour flexibility and business
opportunity. Looking back to the role of the state in Plato, Machiavelli, Hobbes,
Hegel, Gramsci and Polanyi, and exploring the discourses, electoral programs
and class blocs of the nationalist right and socialist left, Paolo Gerbaudo fleshes
out the contours of the different statisms and populisms that inform contemporary
politics. The central issue in dispute is what mission the post-pandemic state
should pursue: whether it should protect native workers from immigration and the
rich against redistributive demands, as proposed by the right’s authoritarian
protectionism; or reassert social security and popular sovereignty against the
rapacity of financial and tech elites, as advocated by the left’s social
protectivism. Only by addressing the widespread sense of exposure and
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vulnerability may socialists turn the present phase of involution into an
opportunity for social transformation.
He was only a Dutch tailor's apprentice, but from 1534 to 1535, Jan van Leyden
led a radical sect of persecuted Anabaptists to repeated triumphs over the
combined powers of church and state. Revered by his followers as the new
David, the charismatic young leader pronounced the northern German city of
Muenster a new Zion and crowned himself king. He expropriated all private
property, took sixteen wives (supposedly emulating the biblical patriarchs), and in
a deadly reign of terror, executed all who opposed him. As the long siege of
Muenster resulted in starvation, thousands fled Jan's deadly kingdom while
others waited behind the double walls and moats for the apocalyptic final attack
by the Prince-Bishop's hired armies, supported by all the rulers of Europe. With
the sudden rise to power of a compelling personality and the resulting violent
threat to ordered society, Jan van Leyden's distant story strangely echoes the
many tragedies of the twentieth century. More than just a fascinating human
drama from the past, The Tailor-King also offers insight into our own troubled
times.
Deep within the remote backlands of nineteenth-century Brazil lies Canudos,
home to all the damned of the earth: prostitutes, bandits, beggars, and every kind
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of outcast. It is a place where history and civilization have been wiped away.
There is no money, no taxation, no marriage, no census. Canudos is a cauldron
for the revolutionary spirit in its purest form, a state with all the potential for a
true, libertarian paradise--and one the Brazilian government is determined to
crush at any cost. In perhaps his most ambitious and tragic novel, Mario Vargas
Llosa tells his own version of the real story of Canudos, inhabiting characters on
both sides of the massive, cataclysmic battle between the society and
government troops. The resulting novel is a fable of Latin American revolutionary
history, an unforgettable story of passion, violence, and the devastation that
follows from fanaticism.
The Pursuit of the MillenniumRevolutionary Millenarians and Mystical Anarchists
of the Middle AgesOxford University Press, USA
Publisher Description
Managing agricultural operations in the U.S., Europe, Asia and Africa. Rashid
saw, up close, the abuses and inefficiencies of Big Ag. Growing Out Loud is an
uncompromising, unapologetic polemic, offering solutions for America's
antiquated food system, as well as arguments that demonstrate its failures.
This volume examines a category of Japanese divinities that centered on the
concept of “world renewal” (yonaoshi). In the latter half of the Tokugawa period
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(1603–1867), a number of entities, both natural and supernatural, came to be
worshipped as “gods of world renewal.” These included disgruntled peasants
who demanded their local governments repeal unfair taxation, government
bureaucrats who implemented special fiscal measures to help the poor, and a
giant subterranean catfish believed to cause earthquakes to punish the hoarding
rich. In the modern period, yonaoshi gods took on more explicitly antiauthoritarian characteristics. During a major uprising in Saitama Prefecture in
1884, a yonaoshi god was invoked to deny the legitimacy of the Meiji regime, and
in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the new religion ?moto
predicted an apocalyptic end of the world presided over by a messianic yonaoshi
god. Using a variety of local documents to analyze the veneration of yonaoshi
gods, Takashi Miura looks beyond the traditional modality of research focused on
religious professionals, their institutions, and their texts to illuminate the
complexity of a lived religion as practiced in communities. He also problematizes
the association frequently drawn between the concept of yonaoshi and
millenarianism, demonstrating that yonaoshi gods served as divine rectifiers of
specific economic injustices and only later, in the modern period and within the
context of new religions such as ?moto, were fully millenarian interpretations
developed. The scope of world renewal, in other words, changed over time.
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Agents of World Renewal approaches Japanese religion through the new
analytical lens of yonaoshi gods and highlights the necessity of looking beyond
the boundary often posited between the early modern and modern periods when
researching religious discourses and concepts.
The Unfinished Global Revolution is a front-line view of the challenges of
leadership and the importance of creating greater global cooperation. The former
United Nations Deputy Secretary-General, Mark Malloch-Brown diagnoses the
central global predicament of the 21st century. As we have become more
integrated, we have also become less governed. National governments are no
longer equipped to address complex global issues. From climate change to
poverty, international organizations have not yet been empowered to step into
the breach. The Unfinished Global Revolution chronicles how over the past few
decades, domestic problems - from unemployment to environmental distress have international roots. Increasingly, ad hoc arrangements between NGOs, civil
society and the private sector are filling in the gap created by the failures of
individual governments. Malloch-Brown urges us to embrace these evermore
powerful international institutions and the values needed to underpin a truly
globalist agenda - the rule of law, human rights, and greater opportunity for all.
Now is the moment for creative statesmanship to form a new approach to global
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politics, one that will produce stronger international institutions that revive rather
than replace national governments. Malloch-Brown has been at the centre of
recent world events. Drawing on his experiences at the frontlines of international
development - from Cambodia to Darfur, Washington to UN headquarters Malloch-Brown provides a personal, on-the-ground view of seemingly abstract
challenges and forecasts the way forward in global politics. This book should be
required reading for all policy makers, politicians and concerned citizens of the
world.
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