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Preaching the Old TestamentBaker Books
Acts is the sequel to Luke's gospel and tells the story of Jesus's followers during the 30
years after his death. It describes how the 12 apostles, formerly Jesus's disciples,
spread the message of Christianity throughout the Mediterranean against a background
of persecution. With an introduction by P.D. James
Based on the conviction that the Old Testament texts are a vital and dynamic part of the
Christian canon and pertinent to Christian practice, this stimulating volume offers
guidance for expository preaching and practical suggestions for understanding the
message of its diverse literature.
One of our best known biblical interpreters offers essays and sermons meant to assist
preachers in their interpretation and explication of biblical texts. Often neglected in
preaching, the Old Testament is a particular focus of attention, but only in the context of
the wholeness of Scripture. Questions addressed in this volume include the following:
How does one approach and preach the Old Testament at Easter? What are the
contemporary issues or dimensions in preaching the Ten Commandments? And how
does the preacher hold the Old Testament and the New Testament in proclaiming
God's word to the church? In this collection, attention is given to preaching about the
ministry and on particular occasions, such as funerals, baccalaureates, ordination, and
in Advent and Christmas as well as before Holy Communion.
A book for anyone who cares deeply about the future of the church. Once upon a time
there was a version of our faith that was practically . . . irresistible. But that was then.
Today we preach, teach, write, and communicate as if nothing has changed. As if “The
Bible says it,” still settles it. It’s time to hit pause on much of what we’re doing and
consider the faith modeled by our first-century brothers and sisters who had no official
Bible, no status, and humanly speaking, little chance of survival. What did they know
that we don’t? What made their faith so compelling, so defensible, so irresistible?
Buckle up . . . you’re about to find out. More importantly, Andy will invite you to
embrace the version of faith that, against all odds, initiated a chain of events resulting in
the most significant and extensive cultural transformation the world has ever seen. A
version we must embrace if we are to be salt and light in an increasingly savorless and
dark world. “More than any other book I’ve read in years, Irresistible has stretched my
view of Scripture. I can’t hear or read a passage from the Old or New Testaments
without thinking about Andy’s provocative insights. If you and I take this book seriously,
our lives and our churches will never be the same.”—Kara Powell, PhD, executive
director of the Fuller Youth Institute and coauthor of Growing Young “Irresistible is like
a once-in-a-generation shot across the bow. Andy Stanley takes a lifetime of
accumulated insight and wisdom about the Christian faith, history, and why the church
isn’t connecting with our current culture, and combines them together in a masterpiece
work.” —Carey Nieuwhof, author and founding pastor, Connexus Church “Warning:
This book will set you and your ministry back—back to the first century and the approach
to advancing the gospel modeled by Jesus and the apostles. Andy reminds us that the
resurrection was at the center of the first-century apologetic. Then he challenges twenty-
first century believers to reclaim it as the center of ours as well. I agree with Andy—this
approach changed the world once. I’m convinced it could do so again. Read and apply
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now!”—Frank Turek, Christian author, public speaker, and radio host “This book
challenged me to rethink my thoughts about the Old Testament, discuss with fellow
believers what I was learning, do more connecting and less correcting of others, and be
salt and light, making things better and brighter. I love how Andy loves people . . . ALL
of them.”—John Maxwell, author of The 360 Degree Leader “It’s time for the church to
rethink how it presents a timeless gospel to this generation. In Irresistible, Andy Stanley
challenges us to make sure we handle the Scriptures with the kind of integrity that
compels everyone to seriously consider following Jesus. Any Christian who reads this
book will suddenly find themselves embracing the mission of Jesus with a new
passion.”—Reggie Joiner, author; founder and CEO of Orange “Andy Stanley takes you
on a historic journey to rediscover the first-generation passion of what it means to
faithfully follow Christ. This book will knock you off center, push you out of
complacency, and reawaken an unshakable faith that cannot be ignored.”—Craig
Groeschel, pastor of Life.Church and author of Hope in the Dark—Believing God Is
Good When Life Is Not
The purpose of this book is to offer both exegetical and preaching help by means of a
workable 8-step method. The author's preaching model starts with the initial step of
determining the genre and meaning of the text to doing word studies and discovering
the main ideas of the text to applying the sermon in a life-changing and Christ-honoring
manner. Some books on preaching from the Old Testament are written by authors who
do not actually preach, or preach only occasionally. Pastors and budding preachers
need a book written by someone who has knows what it is like to be a pastor and has
prepared sermons every week for years.
Preaching Old Testament meets the need for more direction in how to preach from the
Hebrew Bible. You will learn particularly helpful techniques for preaching the narrative
portions of the Bible and why preaching from the Old Testament is theologically
important. After exploring theological reasons for preaching in the narrative mode,
Holbert introduces a narrative homiletics and discusses its definition, problems, and
possibilities. He then introduces some of the methods and techniques of a literary
analysis of the narrative portions of the Hebrew Bible, which includes such elements as
plot, actions and speech, contrasting characters, and point of view. Two sample
narrative sermons with brief comments inside the bodies of the sermons and extensive
comments at the ends of the sermons illustrate how the pastor can read and interpret
the Old Testament story.
Elizabeth Achtemeier has carefully chosen thirty-one Old Testament passages that are
difficult to understand and more difficult still to preach. The sacrifice of Isaac, God s
command for Hosea to marry a harlot, Moses use of the bronze serpent to heal snake-
bitten Israelites" these and many other passages are illumined for the preacher who no
longer wants to fear these texts. In each chapter, Achtemeier discusses the text and
then offers suggestions for forming a sermon based on that text. In treating specific
unsettling passages, Achtemeier also addresses thematic difficulties found throughout
the Old Testament, such as the frequent militaristic portrayals of God, the often
perplexing behavior of Old Testament prophets, and the many anthropomorphic
descriptions of God.
Practical, homiletical advice for preachers on some of the most challenging genres of
Scripture What should a preacher do when facing a genealogy while preaching the
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book of Genesis? How should one handle the geographically rich chapters of Joshua?
What about all those laborious architectural details on the tabernacle in Exodus? From
the theologically complex to the well-worn narrative, from the long pericopes to the
tiniest archaeological details, this book seeks to give honest, practical advice that will
better equip preachers to tackle such topics. Each chapter includes an introduction of
the difficult passages, definition and examples of the difficult passages,
function/purpose of the difficult passages, and how to preach the difficult passages.
Chapter topics include: Preaching the Genealogies Preaching the Law Preaching the
Lists and Construction Details Preaching the Violent Texts and Imprecations Preaching
the Sexually Explicit Texts Preaching the Geography Preaching Intertextuality and
Complex Language Issues Preaching the Well-Worn Stories Preaching Theologically
Complex or Controversial Passages Preaching Long Pericopes
While strong, gospel-centered preaching abounds, many Christian pastors and lay
preachers find it difficult to preach meaningfully from the Old Testament. This practical
handbook offers help. Graeme Goldsworthy teaches the basics of preaching the whole
Bible in a consistently Christ-centered way. Goldsworthy first examines the Bible,
biblical theology, and preaching and shows how they relate in the preparation of Christ-
centered sermons. He then applies the biblical-theological method to the various types
of literature found in the Bible, drawing out their contributions to expository preaching
focused on the person and work of Christ. Clear, complete, and immediately applicable,
this volume will become a fundamental text for teachers, pastors, and students
preparing for ministry.
"A masterpiece of contemporary Bible translation and commentary."—Los Angeles
Times Book Review, Best Books of 1999 Acclaimed for its masterful new translation
and insightful commentary, The David Story is a fresh, vivid rendition of one of the great
works in Western literature. Robert Alter's brilliant translation gives us David, the
beautiful, musical hero who slays Goliath and, through his struggles with Saul,
advances to the kingship of Israel. But this David is also fully human: an ambitious,
calculating man who navigates his life's course with a flawed moral vision. The
consequences for him, his family, and his nation are tragic and bloody. Historical
personage and full-blooded imagining, David is the creation of a literary artist
comparable to the Shakespeare of the history plays.
In this new volume, prolific scholar Walter Brueggemann seeks to show Christian
preachers how to consider the faith witnessed in several Old Testament traditions and
to help them discover rich and suggestive connections to our contemporary faith
challenges. The author also assumes that a wholesale sustained engagement with the
Old Testament is worth the effort for the preacher. He recognizes what he calls the
"sorry state" of Old Testament texts in the Revised Common Lectionary, which he
claims often constitute a major disservice for the church and its preachers. The
lectionary gerrymanders the Old Testament to make it serve other claims, most of the
time not allowing it to have its own evangelical say. Brueggemann hopes that his
exposition in this volume will evoke and energize fresh homiletical attention to the Old
Testament, precisely because he believes the urgent work of the gospel in our society
requires attentive listening to these ancient voices of bold insistent faith.
In Preaching Christ from Daniel Sidney Greidanus shows preachers and teachers how
to prepare expository messages from the six narratives and four visions in the book of
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Daniel. Using the most up-to-date biblical scholarship, Greidanus addresses
foundational issues such as the date of composition, the author(s) and original
audience of the book, its overall message and goal, and various ways of preaching
Christ from Daniel. Throughout his book Greidanus puts front and center God's
sovereignty, providence, and coming kingdom. Each chapter contains building blocks
for constructing expository sermons and lessons, including useful information on the
context, themes, and goals of each literary unit links between Daniel and the New
Testament how to formulate the sermon theme and goal contemporary application and
much more!
Using Old Testament Hebrew in Preaching provides seminary-trained preachers and
preachers-in-the-making with a refresher in Hebrew exegesis, a description of the tools
they need, a process of transforming exegesis into exposition, and a reminder of the
benefits (both to the preacher and congregation) of using the original language. It is
intended as a Hebrew counterpart to David Alan Black's widely acclaimed Using New
Testament Greek in Ministry (Baker, 1993).
Distinguished Old Testament scholar Walter Kaiser believes that the Old Testament is
sorely neglected today in teaching and preaching, but it is even more neglected when it
comes to setting forth the hope that Christians have for the future. Firmly believing that
the Old Testament offers important insights into biblical eschatology and the Christian
life, he provides guidance for expositing fifteen key Old Testament eschatological
passages to preachers, teachers, and Bible students. Each chapter focuses on a single
biblical text. Kaiser introduces the topic, examines the issues, notes who has
contributed to some of the solutions, and shows how this sets up the text to be
exegeted and prepared for exposition.
"There is no more gifted expositor of the Old Testament in our day than Ralph Davis.
His book not only brings scholarly research to bear on the subject, but also reflects his
many years of preaching week after week through the OT. What a gift to the church to
have such a fine book." Richard Pratt
In Recapturing the Voice of God, veteran preacher Steven W. Smith teaches how
to preach genre-sensitive, text-driven sermons—to allow the structure of the text
to be the structure of the sermon.
Viewed as antiquated and remote, the Old Testament is frequently neglected in
the preaching and teaching ministry of the church. But contrary to the prevailing
attitude, might the Old Testament contain relevant and meaningful application for
today? Renowned author and scholar Walter Kaiser shows why the Old
Testament deserves equal attention with the New Testament and offers a helpful
guide on how preachers and teachers can give it the full attention it deserves.
Growing out of his teaching material from the last decade, Preaching and
Teaching from the Old Testament demonstrates Kaiser's celebrated
straightforward exposition. Offering an apologetic for the Christian use of the Old
Testament, the opening chapters deal with the value, problem, and task of
preaching from it. Following a discussion of the role of expository preaching,
Kaiser provides a practical focus by examining preaching and teaching from the
texts of various genres. A final chapter explores the relevance of the Old
Testament in speaking to a contemporary audience. Bible teachers, pastors,
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seminary students, and professors will appreciate Kaiser's practical focus and
relevant applications. Additional helps include a glossary and suggested outlines
and worksheets for expository preaching.
This companion volume to the bestselling Biblical Preaching provides models of
biblical preaching from Old Testament texts. This allows students of preaching to
see the theory of Robinson's classic work fleshed out in actual sermons from
exemplary preachers. Following each sermon, Robinson offers a brief
commentary and interviews the preacher, providing students with practical insight
into ministry life and sermon preparation.
In this final volume of his series on preaching Christ from the Old Testament,
Sidney Greidanus offers expert guidance for busy pastors on preaching Christ
from Psalms. Beginning with a general introduction on how pastors can interpret
and preach from the biblical psalms and why they should Greidanus proceeds by
discussing twenty-two psalms in the Revised Common Lectionary, Year A,
supplying the building blocks necessary to preach from Psalms at Christmas,
Easter, Pentecost, and other major days and seasons of the church year. In
addition to laying out basic homiletical-theological approaches suitable for each
selected psalm, these chapters also provide verse-by-verse exposition, bridges
to Christ in the New Testament, and ideas for placing the psalmist's words into
contemporary context. - back of book.
Considering the pervasive immorality and high divorce rate of our contemporary
Christian culture, we evidently need a biblically based, theologically compelling,
practical understanding of sex, dating, and relationships. Pastors Gerald
Hiestand and Jay Thomas counteract this problem with their paradigm-shifting
view of purity and relationships—a view that challenges even the basic
assumptions of evangelical subculture. Unlike most books on dating, this one
cuts straight to the heart of dating relationships, asserting with confidence that
the line must be drawn at “no sexual activity” whatever. Few have dared to
define and apply the Bible’s understanding of purity in premarital relationships to
this degree, but Heistand and Thomas have done it. Furthermore, both authors
are vocational pastors who communicate regularly with the target audience and
have a proven ability to express biblical truth in a winsome and compelling
manner. Sex, Dating, and Relationships adds a new, almost provocative voice to
the conversation that, with straightforward theological insight, pleads with
Christians to get serious about honoring Christ with their sexuality.
Editors Ian Paul and David Wenham present this collection of scholarly
reflections on preaching from the New Testament. With an impressive cast of
senior and younger scholars, the book covers all the main texts and genres of the
New Testament, adding key chapters on the infancy narratives, parables,
miracles, archaeology, hermeneutics and more.
Every good sermon proclaims the gospel—even those from the Old Testament.
From the miracles of the Gospels to the teachings of the Epistles, the New
Testament is saturated with the saving work of Jesus Christ. But where is He in
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the poetry, prophets, and history of the Old Testament? Your Old Testament
Sermon Needs to Get Saved is a practical handbook for preaching Christ from
the Old Testament. The book provides a comprehensive but simple hermeneutic
for discerning how Jesus is present on every page of the Hebrew Scriptures.
You’ll learn why and how to preach Christ from the Old Testament while
experiencing the beauty of discovering and teaching how the saving work of
Christ permeates the first two-thirds of the Bible.
This book celebrates the contributions to Old Testament theology of Elmer A.
Martens, President and Professor of Old Testament at Mennonite Brethren
Biblical Seminary, Fresno, California (both positions now Emeritus). It includes 3
essays written by Martens himself, as well as 15 others written by his former
students, colleagues, friends, and even one of his professors! The essays are
clustered around three topics—Christians’ use of the Old Testament, aligning
God’s people with God’s call for justice, and addressing the issue of land in the
life of God’s people—each of which reflects an area of special interest to Martens.
A biographical sketch, a list of the honoree’s varied publications, and indexes
are included. Martens has had a productive career as teacher, author, and
preacher—a career spanning almost six decades and five continents. After 40
years of seminary teaching, Elmer is known to many as professor. He taught his
signature class, Old Testament theology, from 1968 to 2004 at Mennonite
Brethren Biblical Seminary, shaping an entire generation of preachers and Bible
teachers. His Old Testament theology textbook, God’s Design, now in its third
edition, continues to be used at the seminary as well as in translation in
numerous other schools around the world.
Preaching the Old Testament equips pastors to journey into the forest and find a passion and
confidence for preaching on the Old Testament.
There's no question that the Old Testament is foundational for the New Testament church. But
foundational or not, it can be difficult for preachers to pin down useful resources for narrative
texts within the Old Testament, much less to skillfully preach those passages to their
congregations. Benjamin Walton provides the practical insight pastors need. In one volume, he
demonstrates both the interpretive and homiletical skills necessary to preach Old Testament
narratives well. Walton guides the preacher through selecting a text which is a complete unit of
thought; describing the scene in a coherent way; determining the theological message of the
text; and carefully crafting a meaningful take-home truth. He doesn't stop with discovering the
core message—-the majority of the book focuses on delivering the message drawn from these
narrative texts. Walton's approach is not just theoretical. It has been read and tested
anonymously by groups of pastors, and their feedback has been incorporated into the book.
This valuable resource will help preachers put all the pieces together, have confidence in what
they're imparting, and maximize their preaching potential for Old Testament narratives
Is "preaching" mandated in the post-apostolic context, and if so, how does it relate to the
preaching of the Old Testament prophets and of Jesus and his apostles? In this NSBT volume
Jonathan Griffiths seeks answers to these questions in the New Testament, surveying the
Scripture and setting his exegetical findings within the context of biblical theology.
Sixty superlative sermons on familiar Old Testament texts. Many Christian preachers today
largely neglect the Old Testament in their sermons, focusing instead on the Gospel accounts of
Jesus teachings and activities. As Fleming Rutledge points out, however, when the New
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Testament is disconnected from the context of the Old Testament, it is like a house with no
foundation, a plant with no roots, or a pump with no well. In this powerful collection of sixty
sermons on the Old Testament, Rutledge expounds on a number of familiar Old Testament
passages featuring Abraham, Samuel, David, Elijah, Job, Jonah, and many other larger-than-
life figures. Applying these texts to contemporary life and Christian theology, she highlights the
ways in which their multivocal messages can be heard in all their diversity while still
proclaiming univocally, Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One.
A veteran pastor with thirty years of experience guides readers through a ten-step process to
preaching Old Testament narratives from text selection to delivery. The first edition received a
Christianity Today award of merit and a Preaching magazine Book of the Year award. This
edition, now updated and revised throughout for a new generation, includes a new chapter on
how to preach Christ from the Old Testament and an exemplary sample sermon from
Mathewson. Foreword by Haddon W. Robinson.
This book provides theological insights as well as practical sermon suggestions for preachers
and seminary students. It treats the reader to a thorough examination of how to approach and
interpret any portion of the Old Testament.
In this concise volume, Brent Strawn addresses ten common "lies" or mistruths about the Old
Testament, from perceptions of God's personality (the “angry Old Testament God”) to the
relevance of the Old Testament for Christians. Discover why stories and laws written
thousands of years ago, centuries before Christ, are enriching and indispensable for modern
Christians. Written by a leading scholar in Old Testament and designed for easy reading and
group discussion, this book will expand your thinking about the Bible’s First (and largest)
Testament.
A profound exploration of how to hold on to hope when our unchanging faith collides with a
changing culture, from two respected Christian storytellers and thought leaders. “Offers neither
spin control nor image maintenance for the evangelical tribe, but genuine hope.”—Russell
Moore, president of ERLC As the pressures of health warnings, economic turmoil, and partisan
politics continue to rise, the influence of gospel-focused Christians seems to be waning. In the
public square and popular opinion, we are losing our voice right when it’s needed most for
Christ’s glory and the common good. But there’s another story unfolding too—if you know
where to look. In Gospelbound, Collin Hansen and Sarah Eekhoff Zylstra counter these
growing fears with a robust message of resolute hope for anyone hungry for good news. Join
them in exploring profound stories of Christians who are quietly changing the world in the
name of Jesus—from the wild world of digital media to the stories of ancient saints and unsung
contemporary activists on the frontiers of justice and mercy. Discover how, in these dark times,
the light of Jesus shines even brighter. You haven’t heard the whole story. And that’s good
news.
Discover Jesus Throughout the Old Testament! The son trudges uphill, bearing wood
for his own sacrifice; his father has decided to give him up to death. What biblical event
does this bring to mind? Is it Abraham and Isaac in Genesis 22, or Christ’s passion in
the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John? The kinship between these two stories
is deeper than mere coincidence. Christ is present in the story of Abraham and Isaac.
In fact, he is present on every page of the Old Testament. Christians seem to have
forgotten that the Old Testament has everything to do with Jesus Christ. In Jesus on
Every Page, David Murray guides the reader down his own Road to Emmaus,
describing how the Scriptures were opened to him, revealing Jesus from Genesis 1 to
Revelation 22. Dr. Murray’s ten simple ways to seek and find Christ in the Old
Testament unveil the face of Christ in the creation, the law, the psalms, the prophets,
and the proverbs. Recognizing Jesus in the full breadth of Scripture is important for
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every Christian. Whether you are preaching Jesus through Old Testament readings or
just beginning to discover the reality of Christ in the Old Testament, Jesus on Every
Page provides an accessible guide to the increasingly popular subject of Jesus in the
Old Testament books. Have your own Road to Emmaus experience and know the Old
Testament for what it truly is: full of Jesus.
Davis demonstrates that the activities of biblical interpretation and preaching are
essentially related as arts and, in fact, as the arts most fundamental to the life of the
church.
A distinguished evangelical Old Testament scholar offers students, teachers, and
pastors his signature guidance for expositing Old Testament eschatological texts.
Many preachers ignore preaching from the Old Testament because they feel it is
outdated in light of the New Testament and difficult to expound. On the other hand,
some preachers will preach from the Old Testament frequently but fail to handle it
correctly, turning it into moralistic rules or symbolic lessons for our spiritual life. In How
to Preach and Teach the Old Testament for All Its Worth, Christopher J. H. Wright
proclaims that preachers must not ignore the Old Testament. It is the Word of God! The
Old Testament lays the foundation for our faith and it was the Bible that Jesus read and
used. Looking first at why we should preach from the Old Testament, the author moves
on to show the reader how they can preach from it. Covering the History, Law,
Prophets, Psalms, and Wisdom Literature, interspersed with practical checklists,
exercises, and sermons, Wright provides an essential guide on how to handle the Old
Testament responsibly.
A variety of approaches for preaching through a Bible book, including how to analyze,
exegete, and interpret.
Take an in-depth look at over twenty fierce, faithful, and strong women featured in the
Old Testament with Preaching the Women of the Old Testament. Inside this unique
resource author Lynn Japinga interprets the stories of various biblical women, including
Eve, Rebekah, Dinah, Tamar, Miriam, Deborah, Jael, Abigail, Bathsheba, and Vashti.
Along with providing an interpretation, Japinga demonstrates how the character's story
has been read in Christian tradition and offers sermon ideas that connect contemporary
issues to each story. This book is ideal for pastors who want to know more about the
many women of the Old Testament and learn how to better incorporate them into their
sermons.
Arguing for the need both to preach Christ in every sermon and to preach regularly from
the Old Testament, Sidney Greidanus develops a christocentric method that will help
preachers do both simultaneously. Greidanus challenges Old Testament scholars to
broaden their focus and to understand the Old Testament not only in its own historical
context but also in the context of the New Testament. Suggesting specific steps and
providing concrete examples, this volume provides a practical guide for preaching
Christ from the Old Testament.
Voicing one theme for the entire Bible and structuring all sermons around that idea may
seem to be an impossible challenge. For veteran pastor and preaching professor
Edmund Clowney it will not do to preach a text from either the Old or New Testaments
without fully preaching its ultimate and primary focus-the person and work of Jesus
Christ. He writes, "To see the text in relation to Christ is to see it in its larger context,
the context of God's purpose in revelation." Clowney's rationale for emphasizing
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Christ's presence in the Old Testament rests on the purpose of the Hebrew Scripture.
The Old Testament follows God's one great plan for human history and redemption,
and the plan is not only from him but centers on him: his presence in his incarnate Son.
The witness of the Scriptures to Christ is the reason they were written, so it is
appropriate to emphasize this element in the Old Testament as well as in the New
Testament. By offering numerous full-length examples of his own sermons that
emphasize Christ as the principle theme of Scripture, Clowney illustrates for those who
will never have the privilege of being his students how they can craft sermons which
present Christ as the primary consideration of the text. He also offers specific
instructions on preparing such a sermon. He discusses the personal habits of prayer
and Bible study that prepare pastors to seek out Christ's presence. Clowney
emphasizes the importance of including a specific application in every sermon so that
Christ is presented both in what he says and does to reveal himself in the biblical text
and in what he says and does to direct Christians' lives today. Students preparing for
the pastorate, pastors desiring to increase their emphasis on Christ in their sermons,
and those seeking Christ's presence in all of Scripture will find a help in Clowney's
writings.
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