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Fifty distinguished contributors survey the entire
history of political philosophy. They consider
questions about how the subject should best be
studied; they examine historical periods and great
theorists in their intellectual contexts; and they
discuss aspects of the subject that transcend
periods, such as democracy, the state, and
imperialism.
With entries from leading international scholars from
around the world, the International Encyclopedia of
Political Science provides a definitive,
comprehensive picture of all aspects of political life,
recognizing its theoretical foundations and including
empirical findings from across the globe. The eight
volumes examine all the main subdisciplines of
political science and include coverage of
comparative politics, epistemology, political
economy, political sociology, and international
relations. Entries are arranged in alphabetical order,
and a list of entries by subject area appears in the
front of each volume for ease of use. The
Encyclopedia contains a detailed index as well as
extensive bibliographical references. Approximately
80 entries on the use of both qualitative and
quantitative research methods in political science are
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provided. The process of democratization will remain
a vital topic during the 21st century, and the
encyclopedia contains extensive coverage of the
evolution of democracy as well as other political
systems. Readers will find theoretical and empirical
background on other important issues such as global
security, the relationship between religion and the
state, and political issues related to gender and
race/ethnicity. The International Encyclopedia of
Political Science provides an essential, authoritative
guide to the state of political science at the start of
the 21st century and for decades to come, making it
an invaluable resource for a global readership,
including researchers, students, citizens, and policy
makers.
Originally published in 1927, this book was written as
a reaction to the First World War, hoping to try and
analyse the causes leading up to it. The author
states in the Preface that he puts this forward as an
unsystematic contribution to what he is conscious is
a very great subject, and he adds since Aristotle, an
almost untouched one. He starts by looking at the
nature, methods and uses of history, considered
from a political point of view. He goes on to look at
the possibility of a political science; the place of
politics among the social sciences, and the process
of politics. In conclusion he considers the relation of
politics and ethics.
Focusing on critical approaches to security, this new
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textbook offers readers both an overview of the key
theoretical perspectives and a variety of
methodological techniques. With a careful
explication of core concepts in each chapter and an
introduction that traces the development of critical
approaches to security, this textbook will encourage
all those who engage with it to develop a curiosity
about the study and practices of security politics.
Challenging the assumptions of conventional
theories and approaches, unsettling that which was
previously taken for granted – these are among the
ways in which such a curiosity works. Through its
attention to the fact that, and the ways in which,
security matters in global politics, this work will both
pioneer new ways of studying security and
acknowledge the noteworthy scholarship without
which it could not have been thought. This textbook
will be essential reading to advanced undergraduate
and postgraduate students of critical security
studies, and highly recommended to students of
traditional security studies, International Relations
and Politics.
The Oxford Handbooks of Political Science are the
essential guide to the state of political science today.
With engaging contributions from major international
scholars The Oxford Handbook of Political
Methodology provides the key point of reference for
anyone working throughout the discipline.
A revolutionary textbook introducing masters and
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doctoral students to the major research approaches
and methodologies in the social sciences. Written by
an outstanding set of scholars, and derived from
successful course teaching, this volume will
empower students to choose their own approach to
research, to justify this approach, and to situate it
within the discipline. It addresses questions of
ontology, epistemology and philosophy of social
science, and proceeds to issues of methodology and
research design essential for producing a good
research proposal. It also introduces researchers to
the main issues of debate and contention in the
methodology of social sciences, identifying
commonalities, historic continuities and genuine
differences.
This is the most comprehensive book ever published
on philosophical methodology. A team of thirty-eight
of the world's leading philosophers present original
essays on various aspects of how philosophy should
be and is done. The first part is devoted to broad
traditions and approaches to philosophical
methodology (including logical empiricism,
phenomenology, and ordinary language philosophy).
The entries in the second part address topics in
philosophical methodology, such as intuitions,
conceptual analysis, and transcendental arguments.
The third part of the book is devoted to essays about
the interconnections between philosophy and
neighbouring fields, including those of mathematics,
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psychology, literature and film, and neuroscience.
A short, lively and innovative text, this book
addresses the question of what constitutes good
practice in a variety of political science methods and
examines the philosophy that underpins them. It
argues for a pluralistic approach that will deliver
effective analysis and an in-depth understanding of
political events.
This book develops an approach to both method and the
socio-political implications of knowledge production that
embraces our embeddedness in the world that we study.
It seeks to enact the transformative potentials inherent in
this relationship in how it engages readers. It presents a
creative survey of some of the newest developments in
critical research methods and critical pedagogy that
together go beyond the aims of knowledge transfer that
often structure our practices. Each contribution takes on
a different shape, tone and orientation, and discusses a
critical method or approach, teasing out the ways in
which it can also work as a transformative practice.
While the presentation of different methods is both
rigorously practice-based and specific, contributors also
offer reflections on the stakes of critical engagement and
how it may play an important role in expanding and
subverting existing regimes of intelligibility. Contributions
variously address the following key questions: What
makes your research method important? How can others
work with it? How has research through this method
and/or the way you ended up deploying it transformed
you and/or your practice? How did it matter for thinking
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about community, (academic) collaboration, and sharing
‘knowledge’? This volume makes the case for repoliticizing the importance of research and the
transformative potentials of research methods not only in
‘accessing’ the world as an object of study, but as ways
of acting and being in the world. It will be of interest to
students and scholars of international relations, critical
theory, research methods and politics in general.
The systematically revised third edition of the leading
text on approaches and methods in political science
features a considerable internationalization in both the
team of contributors and the range of coverage and
examples. About half the chapters are entirely new and
the rest are substantially revised and updated.
This book examines what political scientists are studying
- and how they are doing it - in ways that could improve
our world. It features scholars in political science and
related fields, who are engaged in research that is more
politically relevant than the work that continues to
dominate the larger discipline. Their shared commitment
"to make the study of politics relevant to the struggle for
a better world" represents the continuing legacy of the
Caucus for a New Political Science, founded in 1967,
and the perestroika movement that began in 2000. Both
have challenged the defining commitments of political
science as a discipline to narrow, parochial, and
apolitical approaches to the study of politics. Although
the balance of disciplinary critique and alternative
approach varies from chapter to chapter, all of the
authors included here offer innovative and progressive
perspectives on the study of politics today. Topics
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include: critiques of mainstream political science
methods and models; redefinitions of key concepts and
major institutions; reconstructions of the borders,
subjects, and spaces of politics; and reflections on the
ethical commitments of scholars and scholarly journals.
This book was published as a special issue of New
Political Science: A Journal of Politics and Culture.
What Is Political Theory? provides students with a
comprehensive overview of the current state of the
discipline. Eleven substantive chapters address the most
pressing topics in political theory today, including: - what
resources do the classic texts still provide for political
theorists? - what areas will political theorists focus on in
the future? - can western political theory alone continue
to provide a framework for responding to the challenges
of modern political life? The authors assess the
intellectual challenges to conventional political theory,
such as post-structuralism and the scientific study of
politics, that have revitalized the field in the last 30 years.
They also broaden the perspective to take in nonwestern ideas and to reconceptualize political theory in
the light of specifically global challenges. Students and
teachers of political theory and political philosophy will
find this book invaluable in understanding the factors that
have shaped current political theory and which will guide
its future development.
This is part of a ten volume set of reference books
offering authoritative and engaging critical overviews of
the state of political science. This work explores the
business end of politics, where theory meets practice in
the pursuit of public good.
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"This book provides an engaging and intellectually
challenging introduction to political ideologies, while at
the same time giving an accessible route into the subject
for those new to politics. Supported by an outstanding
companion website, it has strong claims to be the best
undergraduate textbook on ideologies on the market."
Dr. Mike Gough, University of East Anglia Introduction to
Political Theory is a text for the 21st century. It shows
students why an understanding of theory is crucial to an
understanding of issues and events in a rapidly shifting
global political landscape. Bringing together classic and
contemporary political concepts and ideologies into one
book, this new text introduces the major approaches to
political issues that have shaped the modern world, and
the ideas that form the currency of political debate.
Introduction to Political Theory relates political ideas to
political realities through effective use of examples and
cases studies making theory lively, contentious and
relevant. This thoroughly revised and updated second
edition contains new chapters on global justice and
political violence, as well as an expanded treatment of
globalisation and the state. A wide range of pedagogical
features helps to clarify, extend and apply students’
understanding of the fundamental ideologies and
concepts. This is comprised of: · Case studies
demonstrate how political ideas, concepts and issues
manifest in the real world · ‘Focus' boxes encourage
students to appreciate alternative viewpoints · A range of
thought provoking photographs challenge students to
examine concepts from a different angle · Suggestions
for further reading and weblinks are also provided to help
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students to further their understanding Introduction to
Political Theory is accompanied by an innovative website
with multiple choice questions, biographies of key figures
in political theory, further case studies and an innovative
‘how to read’ feature which helps students get to grips
with difficult primary texts.
`This volume combines remarkable coverage and
distinguished contributors. The inclusion of thematic,
conceptual, and historical chapters will make it a
valuable resource for scholars as well as students' Professor George Klosko, Department of Politics,
University of Virginia This major new Handbook provides
a definitive state-of-the-art review to political theory, past
and present. It offers a complete guide to all the main
areas and fields of political and philosophical inquiry
today by the world's leading theorists. The Handbook is
divided into five parts which together serve to illustrate: the diversity of political theorizing - the substantive
theories that provide an over-aching analysis of the
nature/or justification of the state and political life - the
political theories that have been either formulated or
resurgent in recent years - the current state of the central
debates within contemporary political theory - the history
of western political thought and its interpretations traditions in political thought outside a western
perspective. The Handbook of Political Theory marks a
benchmark publication at the cutting edge of its field. It is
essential reading for all students and academics of
political theory and political philosophy around the world.
Increasingly, political scientists use the term 'experiment'
or 'experimental' to describe their empirical research.
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One of the primary reasons for doing so is the advantage
of experiments in establishing causal inferences. In this
book, Rebecca B. Morton and Kenneth C. Williams
discuss in detail how experiments and experimental
reasoning with observational data can help researchers
determine causality. They explore how control and
random assignment mechanisms work, examining both
the Rubin causal model and the formal theory
approaches to causality. They also cover general topics
in experimentation such as the history of experimentation
in political science; internal and external validity of
experimental research; types of experiments - field,
laboratory, virtual, and survey - and how to choose,
recruit, and motivate subjects in experiments. They
investigate ethical issues in experimentation, the process
of securing approval from institutional review boards for
human subject research, and the use of deception in
experimentation.
Theorists interested in learning more about any given
interpretive approach are often required to navigate a
dizzying array of sources, with no clear sense of where
to begin. The prose of many primary sources is often
steeped in dense and technical argot that novices find
intimidating or even impenetrable. Interpretation in
Political Theory provide students of political theory a
single introductory reference guide to major approaches
to interpretation available in the field today.
Comprehensive and clearly written, the book includes: A
historical and theoretical overview that situates the
practice of interpretation within the development of
political theory in the twentieth century. Chapters on
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Straussian esotericism, historical approaches within the
Cambridge School of interpretation, materialist
approaches associated with Marxism, the critical
approaches associated with varieties of feminism,
Greimassian semiotics, Foucaultian genealogy, the
negative dialectics of Theodor Adorno, deconstruction as
exemplified by Jacques Derrida and Paul de Man, and
Lacanian psychoanalysis. An exposition of the
theoretical and disciplinary background of each
approach, the tools and techniques of interpretation it
uses, its assumptions about what counts as a relevant
text in political theory, and what it considers to be the
purpose or objective of reading in political theory. A
reading of Thomas Hobbes’s Leviathan to illustrate how
each approach can be applied in practice. A list of
suggestions for further reading that will guide those
interested in pursuing more advanced study. An
invaluable textbook for advanced undergraduates,
graduate students, and even seasoned scholars of
political theory interested in learning more about different
interpretive approaches.
This comprehensive overview of the Western tradition of
political thought approaches concepts with the aim of
helping readers develop their own political thinking and
critical thinking skills. This text is uniquely organized
around the theme of civil society — what is the nature of a
civil society? why is it important? — that will engage
students and help make the material relevant. Major
thinkers discussed in the text are explored not only with
the goal of understanding their views, but also with an
interest in understanding the relationship of their ideas to
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the notion of a civil society. DeLue and Dale contend that
a civil society is important for securing the way of life that
most of us value and want to preserve, a way of life that
allows people to live freely and place significance on
their own lives. New to the Fourth Edition Connects
traditional political theory to contemporary challenges to
civil society including new coverage of US electoral
politics, the Black Lives Matter movement, Citizens
United, and Robert Putnam’s view of the decline of
social support systems. Updates the coverage of
feminism and feminist thinkers, including coverage of
gay marriage, in the context of civil society. Expands
coverage of global civil society, especially in terms of
contemporary challenges posed by ISIS, the failure of
the Arab Spring, and ongoing humanitarian crises in
Syria, Iran, and beyond.
Political theorists are too often silent on questions of
method and approach. David Leopold and Marc Stears
have assembled a distinguished group of contributors to
break that silence and to explain and defend the
research methods they utilise in their own work. The
result is a rich and varied collection which does not
suggest that there is only one right way to conduct
political theory, but rather introduces readers to many of
the often unelaborated methods and approaches that
currently inform the work of leading scholars in the field.
Amongst the topics covered are the complex and
contested connections between political theory and a
range of adjacent disciplines - including moral
philosophy, the empirical social sciences, the history of
political thought, the world of 'real' politics, critical social
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theory, and ideology. Both individually and as a
collection, these essays will promote understanding and
provoke further debate amongst students and
established scholars alike. They will be encouraged to
reflect on their own methodological assumptions, to reexamine the practical tools of analysis they employ, and
to re-evaluate why the research they do matters.
Political theory offers a great variety of interpretive
traditions and models. Today, pluralism is the paradigm.
But are all approaches equally useful? What are their
limits and possibilities? Can we practice them in
isolation, or can we combine them? Modeling
Interpretation and the Practice of Political Theory
addresses these questions in a refreshing and hands- on
manner. It not only models in the abstract, but also tests
in practice eight basic schemes of interpretation with
which any ambitious reader of political texts should
already be familiar. Comprehensive and engaging, the
book includes: A straightforward typology of
interpretation in political theory. Chapters on the
analytical Oxford model, biographical and oeuvre- based
interpretation, Skinner’s Cambridge School, the esoteric
model, reflexive hermeneutics, reception analysis and
conceptual history. Original readings of Federalist Paper
No. 10 , Plato’s Statesman, de Gouges’s The Three
Urns, Rivera’s wall painting The History of Mexico and
Strauss’s Persecution and the Art of Writing; with further
chapters on Machiavelli, Huang Zongxi and a Hittite
loyalty oath. An Epilogue proposing pragmatist
eclecticism as the way forward in interpretation. An
inspiring, hands- on textbook suitable for undergraduate
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and graduate students, as well as experienced scholars
of political theory, intellectual history and philosophy
interested in learning more about types and models of
interpretation, and the challenge of combining them in
interpretive practice.
A definitive, comprehensive, and analytically
sophisticated treatment of the theory of collective
preference
Political Theory: Methods and Approaches is one of the
first books to analyze research methods in political
theory and political philosophy. Drawing together a
distinguished set of contributors, the book asks how
political theory should be conducted today and examines
the connections between political theory and a range of
adjacent disciplines - including moral philosophy, the
empirical social sciences, the history of political thought,
the world of 'real' politics, critical social theory, and
ideology.
`A lucid, comprehensive analysis of normative
approaches to international relations, and an original
contribution to critical theory' - Andrew Linklater,
University of Keele `Hutchings combines a valuable
account of the current state of the art with a lucid
expositon of her own, highly distinctive, position. This will
be required reading for students in international political
theory, and indeed anyone interested in normative
issues in international relations' - Chris Brown, London
School of Economics and Political Science Providing an
invaluable overview of the competing schools of thought
in traditional and contemporary international theory, this
book seeks to path the way forward for new ways of
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thinking about international political morality. First, the
role and place of normative theory in the study of
international politics is explained before a discussion of
mainstream approaches within international relations and
applied ethics. Here the student is introduced to the
central debates between realists and idealists, and
cosmopolitans and communitarians. Second, the
conceptual challenges of contemporary approaches in
critical theory, postmodernism and feminism are outlined
and then used as a platform to develop the author's own
Hegelian-Foucauldian approach for doing normative
international theory. Third, the insights drawn from each
approach are applied to the study of two key topics in
contemporary theoretical debate: the right to selfdetermination, and the idea of cosmopolitan democracy,
and conclusions drawn for transcending the theoretical
deadlock in international relations. Accessibly written and
wide-ranging, this text will quickly become essential
reading for all students and academics of politics and
international relations seeking a deeper understanding of
the underlying tensions and future potential of
international theory today.
Selected essays of arguably the greatest and most
influential historian of ideas of modern times.
This Handbook offers a comprehensive overview of stateof-the-art research methods and applications currently in
use in political science. It combines theory and
methodology (qualitative and quantitative), and offers
insights into the major approaches and their roots in the
philosophy of scientific knowledge. Including a
comprehensive discussion of the relevance of a host of
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digital data sources, plus the dos and don’ts of data
collection in general, the book also explains how to use
diverse research tools and highlights when and how to
apply these techniques.
Political TheoryMethods and ApproachesOxford
University Press
The study of politics seems endlessly beset by debates
about method. At the core of these debates is a single
unifying concern: should political scientists view
themselves primarily as scientists, developing ever more
sophisticated tools and studying only those phenomena
to which such tools may fruitfully be applied? Or should
they instead try to illuminate the large, complicated,
untidy problems thrown up in the world, even if the
chance to offer definitive explanations is low? Is there
necessarily a tension between these two endeavours?
Are some domains of political inquiry more amenable to
the building up of reliable, scientific knowledge than
others, and if so, how should we deploy our efforts? In
this book, some of the world s most prominent students
of politics offer original discussions of these pressing
questions, eschewing narrow methodological diatribes to
explore what political science is and how political
scientists should aspire to do their work.
What does political science tell us about important realworld problems and issues? And to what extent does
and can political analysis contribute to solutions? This is
the challenge addressed by leading political scientists in
this original text which will be essential reading for
students and scholars alike.
In a world no longer centered on the West, what should
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political theory become? Although Western intellectual
traditions continue to dominate academic journals and
course syllabi in political theory, up-and-coming
contributions of 'comparative political theory' are rapidly
transforming the field. Deparochializing Political Theory
creates a space for conversation amongst leading
scholars who differ widely in their approaches to political
theory. These scholars converge on the belief that we
bear a collective responsibility to engage and support the
transformation of political theory. In these exchanges,
'deparochializing' political theory emerges as an
intellectual, educational and political practice that cuts
across methodological approaches. Because it is also an
intergenerational project, this book presses us to reimagine our teaching and curriculum design. Bearing the
marks of its beginnings in East Asia, Deparochializing
Political Theory seeks to de-center Western thought and
explore the evolving tasks of political theory in an age of
global modernity.
This book proposes a novel approach to practising social
and political analysis based on the role of logics. The
authors articulate a distinctive perspective on social
science explanation that avoids the problems of
scientism and subjectivism by steering a careful course
between lawlike explanations and thick descriptions.
Drawing upon hermeneutics, poststructuralism,
psychoanalysis, and post-analytical philosophy, this new
approach offers a particular set of logics – social, political
and fantasmatic – with which to construct critical
explanations of practices and regimes. While the first
part of the book critically engages with lawlike,
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interpretivist and causal approaches to critical
explanation, the second part elaborates an alternative
grammar of concepts informed by an ontological stance
rooted in poststructuralist theory. In developing this
approach, a number of empirical cases are included to
illustrate its basic concepts and logics, ranging from the
apartheid regime in South Africa to recent changes in
higher education. The book will be a valuable tool for
scholars and researchers in a variety of related fields of
study in the social sciences, especially the disciplines of
political science and political theory, international
relations, social theory, cultural studies, anthropology
and philosophy.
Political theory draws on a number of different
disciplines, such as political science, philosophy, history
and law. It is a broad subfield; its practitioners,
depending on their background, bring different
perspectives and approaches to the study of political
thought, which range from historical to normative.
Moreover, political theory often draws on the insights of,
as well as engages in a dialogue with, social theory,
ethics and the philosophy of law. In addition, nowadays,
political theory has expanded to include the study of ‘the
international’ (international political theory). For all these
reasons, political theory is a core subject taught in a
variety of academic departments. Yet, paradoxically,
there has been an increasing tendency in the past few
years for political theory to be marginalized in the
academy. This is because so much academic policy
concentrates on the main branches of the disciplines
within which political theory falls. Even worse for political
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theory, social theory and the philosophy of law, or legal
philosophy, with which it enters into fruitful dialogue, are
themselves ‘weak’ areas within sociology and law,
respectively. The aim of this volume is to address this
situation. What are the problems and challenges that
political theory faces today? What is its importance as a
distinctive branch of enquiry? What are its main
concerns? The fact that political thought operates across
disciplinary boundaries and often challenges the
boundaries of the aforesaid disciplines is one of its
greatest strengths.
First published in 1992, A Political Theory Primer is
designed as an introductory course for students in the
application of game theory to modeling political
processes. Examining those very phenomena that power
political machineries--elections, legislative and
committee processes, and international conflict--the book
attempts to answer fundamental questions about their
nature and function. Included at the end of each chapter
is a set of exercises designed to allow students to
practice the construction and analysis of political models.
Although the text assumes only training at the basic
algebra level, the student who completes a course
around this text will be equipped to read nearly all the
professional literature that makes use of game-theoretic
analysis. Each chapter also contains suggestiosn for
further reading for those students who want to broaden
their learning and expertise.
This is the first book to explain how to use key methods in
analytical political theory. The methods discussed include
contractualism, reflective equilibrium, positive political theory,
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thought experiments and ideological analysis. Many
discussions of political theory methods describe and justify
these methods with little or no discussion of their application,
emphasizing 'what is' and 'why do' over 'how to'. This book
covers all three. Each chapter explains what kinds of
problems in political theory might require researchers to use a
particular method, the basic principles behind the method
being proposed, and an analysis of how to apply it, including
concrete principles of good practice. The book thus
summarizes methodological ideas, grouped in one place and
made accessible to students, and it makes innovative
contributions to research methods in analytical political
theory.
Originally published in 1929. This balanced combination of
fieldwork, statistical measurement, and realistic applications
shows a synthesis of economics and political science in a
conception of an organic relationship between the two
sciences that involves functional analysis, institutional
interpretation, and a more workmanlike approach to questions
of organization such as division of labour and the control of
industry. The treatise applies the test of fact through
statistical analysis to economic and political theories for the
quantitative and institutional approach in solving social and
industrial problems. It constructs a framework of concepts,
combining both economic and political theory, to
systematically produce an original statement in general terms
of the principles and methods for statistical fieldwork. The
separation into Parts allows selective reading for the methods
of statistical measurement; the principles and fallacies of
applying these measures to economic and political fields; and
the resultant construction of a statistical economics and
politics. Basic statistical concepts are described for
application, with each method of statistical measurement
illustrated with instances relevant to the economic and
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political theory discussed and a statistical glossary is
included.
This is the most comprehensive guide to the current uses and
importance of case study methods in social research. The
editors bring together key contributions from the field which
reflect different interpretations of the purpose and capacity of
case study research. The address issues such as: the
problem of generalizing from study of a small number of
cases; and the role of case study in developing and testing
theories. The editors offer in-depth assessments of the main
arguments. An annotated bibliography of the literature dealing
with case study research makes this an exhaustive and
indispensable guide. `This is a worthwhile book which will be
useful to readers. It collects together key sources on a topic
which is a "hardy perennial", guaranteeing its relevance for
academics, researchers, and students on higher level
methods programmes. The editorial contributions are by wellknown authorities in the field, are carefully-constructed, and
take a clear position. I would certainly want this book on my
shelf' - Nigel Fielding, University of Surrey
David Miller explores what justice means for real people and
challenges philosophical theories that ignore the facts of
human life.
This is an immensely helpful book for students starting their
own research... an excellent introduction to the comparative
method giving an authoritative overview over the research
process - Klaus Armingeon, University of Bern Doing
Research in Political Science is the book for mastering the
comparative method in all the social sciences - Jan-Erik Lane,
University of Geneva This book has established itself as a
concise and well-readable text on comparative methods and
statistics in political science I...strongly recommend it. - Dirk
Berg-Schlosser, Philipps-University Marburg This thoroughly
revised edition of the popular textbook offers an accessible
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but comprehensive introduction to comparative research
methods and statistics for students of political science.
Clearly organized around three parts, the text introduces the
main theories and methodologies used in the discipline. Part
1 frames the comparative approach within the methodological
framework of the political and social sciences. Part 2
introduces basic descriptive and inferential statistical methods
as well as more advanced multivariate methods used in
quantitative political analysis. Part 3 applies the methods and
techniques of Parts 1 & 2 to research questions drawn from
contemporary themes and issues in political science.
Incorporating practice exercises, ideas for further reading and
summary questions throughout, Doing Research in Political
Science provides an invaluable step-by-step guide for
students and researchers in political science, comparative
politics and empirical political analysis.
Since the field of International Relations was established
almost a century ago, many different theoretical approaches
have been developed, each offering distinctive accounts of
the world, why it has come to be the way it is, and how it
might be made a better place. In this illuminating textbook,
leading IR scholar, Stephanie Lawson, examines each of
these theories in turn, from political realism in its various
forms to liberalism, Marxism, critical theory and more recent
contributions from social theory, feminism, postcolonialism
and green theory. Taking as her focus the major practical
issues facing scholars of international relations today, Lawson
ably shows how each theory relates to situations ?on the
ground?. Each chapter features case studies, questions for
discussion to encourage reflection and classroom debate,
guides to further reading and web resources. The study of IR
is a profoundly normative enterprise, and each theoretical
school has its strengths and weaknesses. Theories of
International Relations encourages a critical, reflective
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approach to the study of IR theory, while emphasising the
many important and interesting things it has to teach us about
the complexities and challenges of international politics today.
This book seeks to offer a general interpretation and critique
of both methodlogical and substantive aspects of
International theory.
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