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Plessy V Ferguson A Brief History With Documents
Black college football began during the nadir of African American life after the Civil War. The
first game occurred in 1892, a little less than four years before the Supreme Court ruled
segregation legal in Plessy v. Ferguson. In spite of Jim Crow segregation, Black colleges
produced some of the best football programs in the country. They mentored young men who
became teachers, preachers, lawyers, and doctors--not to mention many other
professions--and transformed Black communities. But when higher education was integrated,
the programs faced existential challenges as predominately white institutions steadily set about
recruiting their student athletes and hiring their coaches. Blood, Sweat, and Tears explores the
legacy of Black college football, with Florida A&M's Jake Gaither as its central character, one
of the most successful coaches in its history. A paradoxical figure, Gaither led one of the most
respected Black college football programs, yet many questioned his loyalties during the height
of the civil rights movement. Among the first broad-based histories of Black college athletics,
Derrick E. White's sweeping story complicates the heroic narrative of integration and grapples
with the complexities and contradictions of one of the most important sources of Black pride in
the twentieth century.
On a muggy summer day in 1892, an unassuming, well-dressed shoemaker from New Orleans
named Homer Plessy bought a first-class ticket from the East Louisiana Railroad and boarded
a passenger car designated whites only. But Plessy's journey was soon derailed. By day's end,
he'd been arrested and convicted. His crime? Being black and boarding the wrong railroad car.
Plessy's act of defiance constituted a violation of the state's separate-car law, a statute
designed to keep the races separated on Louisiana's public transportation systems. Over the
next four years, his case would work its way through the legal system until it landed on the
steps of the U.S. Supreme Court. To Plessy supporters, the case served as a signpost for
America's future. Would Jim Crow statutes continue to define black and white relations in the
approaching 20th century? Or would blacks be able to taste new freedom? Plessy v. Ferguson
sets the scene for this benchmark case with solid background information and lively
biographies of those involved. Full-color photographs, detailed footnotes, and a chronology
and timeline help put the proceedings in context.
Few individuals have had as great an impact on the law--both its practice and its history--as A.
Leon Higginbotham, Jr. A winner of the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation's highest
civilian honor, he has distinguished himself over the decades both as a professor at Yale, the
University of Pennsylvania, and Harvard, and as a judge on the United States Court of
Appeals. But Judge Higginbotham is perhaps best known as an authority on racism in
America: not the least important achievement of his long career has been In the Matter of
Color, the first volume in a monumental history of race and the American legal process.
Published in 1978, this brilliant book has been hailed as the definitive account of racism,
slavery, and the law in colonial America. Now, after twenty years, comes the long-awaited
sequel. In Shades of Freedom, Higginbotham provides a magisterial account of the interaction
between the law and racial oppression in America from colonial times to the present,
demonstrating how the one agent that should have guaranteed equal treatment before the
law--the judicial system--instead played a dominant role in enforcing the inferior position of
blacks. The issue of racial inferiority is central to this volume, as Higginbotham documents how
early white perceptions of black inferiority slowly became codified into law. Perhaps the most
powerful and insightful writing centers on a pair of famous Supreme Court cases, which
Higginbotham uses to portray race relations at two vital moments in our history. The Dred Scott
decision of 1857 declared that a slave who had escaped to free territory must be returned to
his slave owner. Chief Justice Roger Taney, in his notorious opinion for the majority, stated
that blacks were "so inferior that they had no right which the white man was bound to respect."
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For Higginbotham, Taney's decision reflects the extreme state that race relations had reached
just before the Civil War. And after the War and Reconstruction, Higginbotham reveals, the
Courts showed a pervasive reluctance (if not hostility) toward the goal of full and equal justice
for African Americans, and this was particularly true of the Supreme Court. And in the Plessy v.
Ferguson decision, which Higginbotham terms "one of the most catastrophic racial decisions
ever rendered," the Court held that full equality--in schooling or housing, for instance--was
unnecessary as long as there were "separate but equal" facilities. Higginbotham also
documents the eloquent voices that opposed the openly racist workings of the judicial system,
from Reconstruction Congressman John R. Lynch to Supreme Court Justice John Marshall
Harlan to W. E. B. Du Bois, and he shows that, ironically, it was the conservative Supreme
Court of the 1930s that began the attack on school segregation, and overturned the
convictions of African Americans in the famous Scottsboro case. But today racial bias still
dominates the nation, Higginbotham concludes, as he shows how in six recent court cases the
public perception of black inferiority continues to persist. In Shades of Freedom, a noted
scholar and celebrated jurist offers a work of magnificent scope, insight, and passion. Ranging
from the earliest colonial times to the present, it is a superb work of history--and a mirror to the
American soul.
A Pulitzer Prize-winning history of the mistreatment of black Americans. In this 'precise and
eloquent work' - as described in its Pulitzer Prize citation - Douglas A. Blackmon brings to light
one of the most shameful chapters in American history - an 'Age of Neoslavery' that thrived in
the aftermath of the Civil War through the dawn of World War II. Using a vast record of original
documents and personal narratives, Blackmon unearths the lost stories of slaves and their
descendants who journeyed into freedom after the Emancipation Proclamation and then back
into the shadow of involuntary servitude thereafter. By turns moving, sobering and shocking,
this unprecedented account reveals these stories, the companies that profited the most from
neoslavery, and the insidious legacy of racism that reverberates today.
Looks at the 1896 Supreme Court case that tested the constitutionality of laws in the South
that enforced racial segregation in train travel, and discusses the impact of the verdict which
provided a legal cover for racial discrimination throughout the United States.
Lee D. Baker explores what racial categories mean to the American public and how these
meanings are reinforced by anthropology, popular culture, and the law. Focusing on the period
between two landmark Supreme Court decisions—Plessy v. Ferguson (the so-called "separate
but equal" doctrine established in 1896) and Brown v. Board of Education (the public school
desegregation decision of 1954)—Baker shows how racial categories change over time. Baker
paints a vivid picture of the relationships between specific African American and white
scholars, who orchestrated a paradigm shift within the social sciences from ideas based on
Social Darwinism to those based on cultural relativism. He demonstrates that the greatest
impact on the way the law codifies racial differences has been made by organizations such as
the NAACP, which skillfully appropriated the new social science to exploit the politics of the
Cold War.
More than the story of one man's case, this book tells the story of entire generations of people
marked as "mixed race" in America amid slavery and its aftermath, and being officially denied
their multicultural identity and personal rights as a result.
This multimedia platform combines a book and video series that will change the way you study
constitutional law. An Introduction to Constitutional Law teaches the narrative of constitutional
law as it has developed over the past two centuries. All students—even those unfamiliar with
American history—will learn the essential background information to grasp how this body of law
has come to be what it is today. An online library of sixty-three videos (access codes provided
with purchase of the book) brings the Supreme Court’s one hundred most important decisions
to life. These videos are enriched by photographs, maps, and even audio from the Supreme
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Court. The book and videos are accessible for all levels: law school, college, high school,
home school, and independent study. Students can read and watch these materials before
class to prepare for lectures or study after class to fill in any gaps in their notes. And, come
exam time, students can watch the entire canon of constitutional law in about twelve hours.
Examines the landmark 1896 Supreme Court case upholding the legality of racial segregation
in private businesses, with a look at its context and consequences.
Plessy v. FergusonA Brief History with DocumentsBedford/St. Martin's
This book examines the history of racial segregation in America and many of the heroic battles
that were waged against the system. From the 1930s to the 1960s court challenges were won
and laws were enacted that killed Jim Crow. However, despite considerable advances,
substantial barriers to racial equality persist.
Winner of the J. Anthony Lukas Award Longlisted for the Cundill History Prize "Absorbing....
Segregation is not one story but many. Luxenberg has written his with energy, elegance and a
heart aching for a world without it."--James Goodman, The New York Times Book Review
In his major work, acclaimed historian and judicial authority Melvin Urofsky examines the great
dissents throughout the Court's long history. Constitutional dialogue is one of the ways in which
we as a people reinvent and reinvigorate our democratic society. The Supreme Court has
interpreted the meaning of the Constitution, acknowledged that the Court's majority opinions
have not always been right, and initiated a critical discourse about what a particular decision
should mean before fashioning subsequent decisions--largely through the power of dissent.
Urofsky shows how the practice grew slowly but steadily, beginning with the infamous and now
overturned case of Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857) during which Chief Justice Roger Taney's
opinion upheld slavery and ending with the present age of incivility, in which reasoned dialogue
seems less and less possible. Dissent on the court and off, Urofsky argues in this major work,
has been a crucial ingredient in keeping the Constitution alive and must continue to be so.
"The rough-and-tumble world of nineteenth-century New Orleans was a sanitation nightmare,
with the city's slaughterhouses dumping animal remains into local backwaters. When Louisiana
authorized a monopoly slaughterhouse to bring about sanitation reform, hundreds of
independent butchers sued, framing their cases as an infringement of rights protected by the
recently passed Fourteenth Amendment. The surviving cases that reached the U.S. Supreme
Court pitted the butchers' right to labor against the state's "police power" to regulate public
health. The result in 1873 was a controversial 5-4 decision that for the first time addressed the
meaning and import of the Fourteenth Amendment. While ruling that Louisiana had legitimately
exercised its powers, the Court's majority went much further to declare that the amendment and its "due process" and "equal protection" clauses - applied exclusively to the plight of
former slaves and, thus, were unavailable to any other American."--BOOK JACKET.
The Great Michigan Read 2013-14 Michigan Notable Book for 2010 A Washington Post Book
World's "Best Books of 2009," Memoir Beth Luxenberg was an only child. Or so everyone
thought. Six months after Beth's death, her secret emerged. It had a name: Annie. Steve
Luxenberg's mother always told people she was an only child. It was a fact that he'd grown up
with, along with the information that some of his relatives were Holocaust survivors. However,
when his mother was dying, she casually mentioned that she had had a sister she'd barely
known, who early in life had been put into a mental institution. Luxenberg began his
researches after his mother's death, discovering the startling fact that his mother had grown up
in the same house with this sister, Annie, until her parents sent Annie away to the local
psychiatric hospital at the age of 23. Annie would spend the rest of her life shut away in a
mental institution, while the family erased any hints that she had ever existed. Through
interviews and investigative journalism, Luxenberg teases out her story from the web of shame
and half-truths that had hidden it. He also explores the social history of institutions such as
Eloise in Detroit, where Annie lived, and the fact that in this era (the 40s and 50s), locking up a
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troubled relative who suffered from depression or other treatable problems was much more
common than anyone realizes today.
"Firsthand Louisiana: Primary Sources in the History of the State brings to its readers a
companion to the study of Louisiana's history. Compiled for the first time in a single book, the
dozens of important, interesting, devastating, and even entertaining firsthand accounts cover
Louisiana's history from 1682, when Sieur de La Salle claimed the land for the French, up
through recent controversies over the removal of Confederate memorial statues in the state.
Edited by experts in the field of Louisiana history who saw a need for a collection of primary
sources in the college history classroom, it also provides a fascinating read for non-academics
who simply want to gain the perspective of the people- women, men, Native Americans,
whites, African Americans, and many others-who created the state's complicated past. Gain onthe-scene views of important moments in the Bayou State. How did the initial interactions
between Native Americans, French colonizers, and enslaved Africans play out? Why did
colonists overthrow their own governor in 1768, and how did the Spanish Empire react? What
did Louisianians say about the coming of the Civil War and its aftermath? How did the Plessy
v. Ferguson decision, which originated in New Orleans, and the state Constitution of 1898 set
the stage for Louisiana's race relations in the twentieth-century? What effects did World War II
have on the state? Closer to our own time, what can we learn from firsthand accounts about
the "Race from Hell," the dangers of the "chemical corridor," and the debate over how the Civil
War is remembered? Read letters, speeches, reports, diaries, and more to gain a deeper
understanding of Louisiana, its peoples and cultures, and its history"--

Examines the people, events, and legal issues involved in the Supreme Court case that
challenged a state's right to allow separate but equal railroad accomodations for
different races.
Throughout her prodigious life, activist and lawyer Pauli Murray systematically fought
against all arbitrary distinctions in society, channeling her outrage at the discrimination
she faced to make America a more democratic country. In this definitive biography,
Rosalind Rosenberg offers a poignant portrait of a figure who played pivotal roles in
both the modern civil rights and women's movements. A mixed-race orphan, Murray
grew up in segregated North Carolina before escaping to New York, where she
attended Hunter College and became a labor activist in the 1930s. When she applied to
graduate school at the University of North Carolina, where her white great-greatgrandfather had been a trustee, she was rejected because of her race. She went on to
graduate first in her class at Howard Law School, only to be rejected for graduate study
again at Harvard University this time on account of her sex. Undaunted, Murray forged
a singular career in the law. In the 1950s, her legal scholarship helped Thurgood
Marshall challenge segregation head-on in the landmark Brown v. Board of Education
case. When appointed by Eleanor Roosevelt to the President's Commission on the
Status of Women in 1962, she advanced the idea of Jane Crow, arguing that the same
reasons used to condemn race discrimination could be used to battle gender
discrimination. In 1965, she became the first African American to earn a JSD from Yale
Law School and the following year persuaded Betty Friedan to found an NAACP for
women, which became NOW. In the early 1970s, Murray provided Ruth Bader
Ginsburg with the argument Ginsburg used to persuade the Supreme Court that the
Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution protects not only blacks but also women and potentially other minority groups - from discrimination. By that time, Murray was a
tenured history professor at Brandeis, a position she left to become the first black
woman ordained a priest by the Episcopal Church in 1976. Murray accomplished all this
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while struggling with issues of identity. She believed from childhood she was male and
tried unsuccessfully to persuade doctors to give her testosterone. While she would
today be identified as transgender, during her lifetime no social movement existed to
support this identity. She ultimately used her private feelings of being "in-between" to
publicly contend that identities are not fixed, an idea that has powered campaigns for
equal rights in the United States for the past half-century.
Brook Thomas explores the new historicism and the challenges posed to it by a
postmodern world that questions the very possibility of newness. He considers new
historicism's engagement with poststructuralism and locates the former within a
tradition of pragmatic historiography in the United States.
The definitive, sweeping biography of an American hero who stood against all the
forces of Gilded Age America to fight for civil rights and economic freedom: Supreme
Court Justice John Marshall Harlan. They say that history is written by the victors. But
not in the case of the most famous dissenter on the Supreme Court. Almost a century
after his death, it was John Marshall Harlan’s words that helped end segregation, and
gave us our civil rights and our modern economic freedom. But his legacy would not
have been possible without the courage of Robert Harlan, a slave who John’s father
raised like a son in the same household. After the Civil War, Robert emerges as a
political leader. With Black people holding power in the Republican Party, it is Robert
who helps John land his appointment to the Supreme Court. At first, John is awed by
his fellow justices, but the country is changing. Northern whites are prepared to take
away black rights to appease the South. Giant trusts are monopolizing entire industries.
Against this onslaught, the Supreme Court seemed all too willing to strip away civil
rights and invalidate labor protections. As case after case comes before the court,
challenging his core values, John makes a fateful decision: He breaks with his
colleagues in fundamental ways, becoming the nation’s prime defender of the rights of
Black people, immigrant laborers, and people in distant lands occupied by the United
States. Harlan’s dissents, particularly in Plessy v. Ferguson, were widely read and a
source of hope for decades. Thurgood Marshall called Harlan’s Plessy dissent his
“Bible”—and his legal roadmap to overturning segregation. In the end, Harlan’s words
built the foundations for the legal revolutions of the New Deal and Civil Rights eras.
Spanning from the Civil War to the Civil Rights movement and beyond, The Great
Dissenter is an epic rendering of the American legal system’s greatest failures and
most inspiring successes.
The US Supreme Court is the head of the judicial branch of the federal government. It
is the highest court in the land, with thousands of cases appealed to it every year. One
of those history-making cases was Plessy v. Ferguson, which decided the
constitutionality of ñseparate but equalî policies in 1896. Readers will follow this case
from beginning to end, including the social and political climates that led up to it and the
effects it had after the court made its ruling. Major players and key events are
discussed, including Homer Plessy and the Citizens' Committee, and their fight against
LouisianaÍs separate train cars law. Compelling chapters and informative sidebars also
introduce Dred Scott v. Stanford, the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln, slavery, the
Emancipation Proclamation, the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth amendments,
Reconstruction, the FreedmanÍs Bureau, Jim Crow laws, Booker T. Washington,
W.E.B. DuBois, the NAACP, and Brown v. Board of Education. Plessy v. Ferguson
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addressed segregation and racism. This landmark Supreme Court case changed the
course of US history and shaped the country we live in. Landmark Supreme Court
Cases is a series in Essential Library, an imprint of ABDO Publishing Company.
A comprehensive history of the people and cases that have changed history, this is the
definitive account of the nation's highest court Recent changes in the Supreme Court
have placed the venerable institution at the forefront of current affairs, making this
comprehensive and engaging work as timely as ever. In the tradition of Howard Zinn's
classic A People's History of the United States, Peter Irons chronicles the decisions that
have influenced virtually every aspect of our society, from the debates over judicial
power to controversial rulings in the past regarding slavery, racial segregation, and
abortion, as well as more current cases about school prayer, the Bush/Gore election
results, and "enemy combatants." To understand key issues facing the supreme court
and the current battle for the court's ideological makeup, there is no better guide than
Peter Irons. This revised and updated edition includes a foreword by Howard Zinn. "A
sophisticated narrative history of the Supreme Court . . . [Irons] breathes abundant life
into old documents and reminds readers that today's fiercest arguments about rights
are the continuation of the endless American conversation." -Publisher's Weekly
(starred review)
While Brown vs. Board of Education had a significant impact by bringing race issues to
public attention and mobilizing supporters of the ruling, it also energized the opposition.
In this account of the history of constitutional law concerning race, legal scholar Michael
Klarman details the ways in which Supreme Court decisions have had consequences
for race relations in America.--From publisher description
In 1896 the U.S. Supreme Court case Plessy v. Ferguson upheld "equal but separate
accommodations for the white and colored races" on all passenger railways within the
state of Louisiana. In this account with implications for present-day America, Lofgren
traces the roots of this landmark case in the post-Civil War South and pinpoints its
moorings in the era's constitutional, legal, and intellectual doctrines. After reviewing de
facto racial separation and the shift by southern states to legislated transportation
segregation, he shows that the Fourteenth Amendment became a ready vehicle for
legitimating classification by race. At the same time, scientists and social scientists
were proclaiming black racial inferiority and lower courts were embracing separate-butequal in ordinary law suits. Within this context, a group of New Orleans blacks launched
a judicial challenge to Louisiana's 1890 Separate Car Law and carried the case to the
Supreme Court, where the resulting opinions by Justices Henry Billings Brown and
John Marshall Harlan pitted legal doctrines and "expert" opinion about race against the
idea of a color-blind Constitution. Throughout his account, Lofgren probes the
intellectual premises that shaped this important episode in the history of law and race in
America--an episode that still raises troubling questions about racial classification and
citizenship--revealing its dynamics and place in the continuum of legal change.

Discusses the 1896 Supreme Court case that legitimized the segregation laws of
the late nineteenth century and the first half of the twentieth century and the
results and repercussions of the case.
The colorful charts, graphs, and maps presented at the 1900 Paris Exposition by
famed sociologist and black rights activist W. E. B. Du Bois offered a view into
the lives of black Americans, conveying a literal and figurative representation of
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"the color line." From advances in education to the lingering effects of slavery,
these prophetic infographics —beautiful in design and powerful in content—make
visible a wide spectrum of black experience. W. E. B. Du Bois's Data Portraits
collects the complete set of graphics in full color for the first time, making their
insights and innovations available to a contemporary imagination. As Maria
Popova wrote, these data portraits shaped how "Du Bois himself thought about
sociology, informing the ideas with which he set the world ablaze three years
later in The Souls of Black Folk."
Civil War officer, Reconstruction "carpetbagger," best-selling novelist, and
relentless champion of equal rights--Albion Tourg?e battled his entire life for
racial justice. Now, in this engaging biography, Mark Elliott offers an insightful
portrait of a fearless lawyer, jurist, and writer, who fought for equality long after
most Americans had abandoned the ideals of Reconstruction. Elliott provides a
fascinating account of Tourg?e's life, from his childhood in the Western Reserve
region of Ohio (then a hotbed of abolitionism), to his years as a North Carolina
judge during Reconstruction, to his memorable role as lead plaintiff's counsel in
the landmark Supreme Court case Plessy v. Ferguson. Tourg?e's brief coined
the phrase that justice should be "color-blind," and his career was one long
campaign to make good on that belief. A redoubtable lawyer and an
accomplished jurist, Tourg?e's writings represent a mountain of dissent against
the prevailing tide of racial oppression. A poignant and inspiring study in courage
and conviction, Color-Blind Justice offers us an unforgettable portrayal of Albion
Tourg?e and the principles to which he dedicated his life.
Through a reexamination of the earliest struggles against Jim Crow, Blair Kelley
exposes the fullness of African American efforts to resist the passage of
segregation laws dividing trains and streetcars by race in the early Jim Crow era.
Right to Ride
When the landmark Supreme Court case of Brown vs. Board of Education was
handed down in 1954, many civil rights advocates believed that the decision,
which declared public school segregation unconstitutional, would become the
Holy Grail of racial justice. Fifty years later, despite its legal irrelevance and the
racially separate and educationally ineffective state of public schooling for most
black children, Brown is still viewed by many as the perfect precedent. Here,
Derrick Bell shatters the shining image of this celebrated ruling. He notes that,
despite the onerous burdens of segregation, many black schools functioned well
and racial bigotry had not rendered blacks a damaged race. He maintains that,
given what we now know about the pervasive nature of racism, the Court should
have determined instead to rigorously enforce the "equal" component of the
"separate but equal" standard. Racial policy, Bell maintains, is made through
silent covenants--unspoken convergences of interest and involuntary sacrifices of
rights--that ensure that policies conform to priorities set by policy-makers. Blacks
and whites are the fortuitous winners or losers in these unspoken agreements.
The experience with Brown, Bell urges, should teach us that meaningful progress
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in the quest for racial justice requires more than the assertion of harms.
Strategies must recognize and utilize the interest-convergence factors that
strongly influence racial policy decisions. In Silent Covenants, Bell condenses
more than four decades of thought and action into a powerful and eye-opening
book.
A concise readable summary and guide to Plessy v. Ferguson (1896), one of the
Supreme Court's most famous and controversial decisions--one that offered legal
cover for the practice of segregation for nearly six decades.
In 1896, The Supreme Court's Plessy v. Ferguson decision made legal a system
of "separate but equal" racial segregation not overruled until 1954. Using the full
text of the Court's opinion, along with a selection of responses to the ruling,
Brook Thomas allows students to re-create a context of the complicated debates
and conditions in which the decision took place.
A riveting, character-rich account of racial segregation in America that reveals
just how central travel restrictions were to the creation of Jim Crow laws—and why
“traveling Black” has been at the heart of the quest for racial justice ever since.
Why have white supremacists and civil rights activists been so focused on Black
mobility? From Plessy v. Ferguson to #DrivingWhileBlack, African Americans
have fought for over a century to move freely around the United States. Curious
as to why so many cases contesting the doctrine of “separate but equal”
involved trains and buses, Mia Bay went back to the sources with some basic
questions: How did travel segregation begin? Why were so many of those who
challenged it in court women? How did it move from one form of transport to
another, and what was it like to be caught up in this web of contradictory rules?
From stagecoaches, steamships, and trains to buses, cars, and planes, Traveling
Black explores when, how, and why racial restrictions took shape and brilliantly
portrays what it was like to live with them. “There is not in the world a more
disgraceful denial of human brotherhood than the ‘Jim Crow’ car of the southern
United States,” W. E. B. Du Bois famously declared. Bay unearths troves of
supporting evidence, rescuing forgotten stories of undaunted passengers who
made it back home despite being insulted, stranded, re-routed, and ignored.
Black travelers never stopped challenging these humiliations and insisting on
justice in the courts. Traveling Black upends our understanding of Black
resistance, documenting a sustained fight that falls outside the traditional
boundaries of the Civil Rights Movement. A masterpiece of scholarly and human
insight, this book helps explain why the long, unfinished journey to racial equality
so often takes place on the road.
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