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The incredible true story of a boy who is changing the
world through kindness . . . one bunny at a time. Meet
Caleb Smith: a young man who, at age 8, decided to
follow his dream to train endangered and rescued rabbits
to become therapy animals. Today, 16-year-old Caleb is
an entrepreneur who owns and operates a private
22-acre Mississippi River sanctuary called Peacebunny
Island. The deal is simple: he saves the rabbits, and they
help save us. Driven by an unbreakable desire to spread
kindness and compassion, Caleb’s adventures include:
Founding a program of therapy rabbits who visit with
veterans, senior citizens, families with special needs,
and much more Embarking on a quest along the
Mississippi River to develop the site that would become
Peacebunny Island Overcoming challenges and
obstacles along the way, while never giving up Becoming
an advocate for animal rescue, comfort animal training,
and endangered species preservation Inspiring hope and
possibility in the next generation of young people.
Readers who love animal stories like We Bought a Zoo,
Watership Down, and Marley & Me will treasure
Peacebunny Island—an unforgettable journey of
determination and faith destined to touch hearts around
the world.
Embrace your inner cat lady with contemporary cat-
themed projects! Play with texture and style to create 16
unique projects from bags and decor to 7 different
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patchwork quilts. Each project includes step-by-step
instructions guiding stitchers on a variety of techniques
from foundation paper piecing to free-motion embroidery.
Also learn how to play with different substrates such as
cotton, linen, wool, wool-blended felt, denim, vinyl, and
repurposed clothing. From beginners to more
experienced, there is something new to learn for every
stitcher. The paw-sibilities are endless!
Kim Brackett is back with more of her masterful designs!
If you enjoyed the popular Scrap-Basket Surprises, you'll
love this all-new collection of eye-catching quilts.
Designed for 2 1/2" strips, each project is perfect for
convenient precut bundles--or for cutting strips from your
stash. Enjoy a varied assortment of fabrics, from soft
pastels to rich country colors to contemporary batiks
Choose from 18 exciting quilts--a great value Find
concise, clear instructions appropriate for all skill levels
Quilts from Tilda's StudioDavid and Charles
Find fresh new ways to combine the scraps you've been
collecting. Perfect for budget-minded quilters, these
visually pleasing designs give a modern slant to
traditional quilt blocks. Discover three "scrap equations"
that will make you fearless about fabric: neutrals +
scraps = balance, value > color, and more = better
Choose from 11 appealing projects for confident
beginners and beyond Learn time-saving techniques for
sorting and storing your scraps so you can easily
transform them into fabulous quilts
Make quick quilts and love them lots--that's living the
prairie life! With Lynne's Layered Patchwork, you can
eliminate many of the pitfalls of traditional piecing,
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including tricky points, mismatched seams, and bulky
seam allowances. The simple technique--cut shapes and
topstitch them to a base fabric--will help you get to the
finish line faster. Simplify blocks that include triangles
(yay!) and even curved pieces like Orange Peels.
Projects hold up wonderfully, wash after wash. Prefer
traditional patchwork? You'll find plenty of projects for
those methods too! From gorgeous quilts to runners and
pillows, you can infuse home and hearth with the prairie-
life look, no matter which sewing methods you like to
use.
24 projects including step-by-step instructions to make
creating each quilt a piece of cake.
The beloved Scandinavian Tilda brand brings you quilts
for all seasons—from springtime’s Scrapflower Quilt to
winter’s Happy Snowman Quilt. World-renowned for her
beautiful fabrics and charming designs, Tone Finnanger
has established Tilda as a creative lifestyle that makers
dream of. From her inspirational studio on an island in
Norway’s Oslofjord, comes this divine collection of quilt
patterns, all made with the latest Tilda fabric collections.
Fourteen quilts, many with matching pillows, are shown
with gorgeous photography, in-depth instructions, piecing
diagrams and full-size templates. The designs feature a
range of motifs including cats, angels, birdhouses, trees,
teapots, fruit, flowers and more that quilters will simply
adore. Cut, piece, baste, quilt and bind your way into
Tilda’s world with this exquisite pattern book, and make
quilts you’ll cherish forever.
An unraveling woman, unhappily childless and
recently separated, becomes fixated on her
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neighbor--the beautiful, famous actress. The
unnamed narrator can't help noticing with wry irony
that, though she and the actress live just a few doors
apart, they are separated by a chasm of professional
success and personal fulfillment. When an
interaction with the actress at the annual block party
takes a disastrous turn, what began as an innocent
preoccupation spirals quickly--and lethally--into a
frightening and irretrievable madness.
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER An
incredible, revolutionary true story and surprisingly
simple guide to teaching your dog to talk from
speech-language pathologist Christina Hunger, who
has taught her dog, Stella, to communicate using
simple paw-sized buttons associated with different
words. When speech-language pathologist Christina
Hunger first came home with her puppy, Stella, it
didn’t take long for her to start drawing connections
between her job and her new pet. During the day,
she worked with toddlers with significant delays in
language development and used Augmentative and
Alternative Communication (AAC) devices to help
them communicate. At night, she wondered: If dogs
can understand words we say to them, shouldn’t
they be able to say words to us? Can dogs use AAC
to communicate with humans? Christina decided to
put her theory to the test with Stella and started
using a paw-sized button programmed with her voice
to say the word “outside” when clicked, whenever
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she took Stella out of the house. A few years later,
Stella now has a bank of more than thirty word
buttons, and uses them daily either individually or
together to create near-complete sentences. How
Stella Learned to Talk is part memoir and part how-
to guide. It chronicles the journey Christina and
Stella have taken together, from the day they met, to
the day Stella “spoke” her first word, and the other
breakthroughs they’ve had since. It also reveals the
techniques Christina used to teach Stella, broken
down into simple stages and actionable steps any
dog owner can use to start communicating with their
pets. Filled with conversations that Stella and
Christina have had, as well as the attention to
developmental detail that only a speech-language
pathologist could know, How Stella Learned to Talk
will be the indispensable dog book for the new
decade.
A wild look at our natural world for fans of Steve
Irwin, James Herriot, and Bear Grylls Millions follow
Dr. Evan Antin and his wildlife adventures through
social media and on his popular Animal Planet
television show Evan Goes Wild. Now in his first
book, World Wild Vet, Evan takes us to the deep
blue seas, swimming with giant whale sharks with
“puppy dog eyes," to jungles filled with venomous
snakes (who are more afraid of you than you are of
them), to a race across the savannah and against
the clock to save rhinos from the clutches of
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poachers—all in the name of adventure and a deep
love for the wild around us. Equal parts memoir,
travelogue, and conservationist wake up call, World
Wild Vet is an unforgettable exploration of the world
we all call home and a love letter to the creatures we
share it with.
Celebrate a year in the life of The Cat Named Carrot,
as she goes from humble beginnings in a shelter to a
loving home with a family of three adorable little girls
and internet stardom. Bailey was certainly no
ordinary cat—an orange tabby who gained fans
around the world when his humanlike antics went
viral. Sadly, when 14-year-old Bailey died, his family
grieved their loss. They’d never find a cat quite like
him—or would they? Then along came Carrot, an
orange tabby kitten born as a stray, who appeared
just as Erin Merryn and her young girls Abby,
Hannah, and baby Claire were mending their broken
hearts. Written in the voice of Carrot, follow her
remarkable journey from shelter cat to top Instagram
celebrity feline. Much like Bailey did, she loves
spending time with her human family: making
mischief with her girl gang; going joyriding in a pint-
sized pink Barbie Jeep; doing arts-and-crafts
projects; modeling a pink tutu and flowery headband;
enjoying a spa day complete with fluffy robe and
cucumber eye treatments; celebrating Christmas,
Easter, and every holiday in between. It’s no wonder
that Carrot’s videos have gone viral—garnering
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millions of views on Ellen, the Dodo, Good Morning
America, Access Hollywood, People, and many
more. Complete with four-color photos that will leave
readers purring with delight, the journal of this sweet,
adorable kitty with personality to spare shows us that
the human-animal bond runs more than fur deep. It
is love that will last a lifetime!
Do good fences make good neighbors? Miss Sissy is
a talented member of the Village Quilters guild in tiny
Dappled Hills, North Carolina. She’s also somewhat
difficult to deal with as her new neighbor, Linton,
discovered. Linton doesn’t understand why Miss
Sissy’s house is almost entirely covered by thorny
weeds like something out of Sleeping Beauty. Miss
Sissy, on the other hand, doesn’t understand why
that’s any of Linton’s business. When Linton ends
up very dead, Miss Sissy seems to be the obvious
suspect. But Beatrice and the other Village Quilters
are determined to discover the real murderer and
clear Miss Sissy’s name—before the killer strikes
again.
Young Jim Mulholland can't believe his good luck:
He has signed on as a cabin boy to the world's finest
ocean liner, the Titanic, and can't wait for the history-
making voyage across the sea to America. As part of
his duties Jim is in charge of the ship's cat, a
beautiful tortoiseshell that also appears happy to be
on board. He calls the cat by the ship's construction
number, 4-0-1, certain that she will bring him good
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luck. And he's delighted when 4-0-1 shortly gives
birth to a litter of kittens. But once the ship's trial runs
are completed and it's ready to launch to sea, Jim
notices that 4-0-1 is nowhere to be found. He's got to
find her-the Titanic can't cast off without her lucky
cat. Jim is faced with a decision that will affect the
rest of his life.A newspaper journalist for 30 years,
Marty Crisp often writes about the animals that hold
a special interest and place in her heart. She has
published many award-winning books for children
and adults, including White Star, her book about a
dog on the Titanic. Marty lives in Ephrata,
Pennsylvania. Robert Papp's award-winning artwork
includes hundreds of illustrations for major
publishers across the United States, and his first
children's book, The Scarlet Stockings Spy, was
named an IRA Teachers' Choice in 2005. His other
books with Sleeping Bear Press include The Last
Brother and M is for Meow: A Cat Alphabet. Robert
lives in historic Bucks County, Pennsylvania.
Admire large, color photographs of the best modern
quilting has to offer—more than 200 quilts curated by
the Modern Quilt Guild. From the Amish and Gee’s
Bend to the first use of the word "modern” in quilting,
trace the history of modern quilts and learn about
hallmarks of the genre in a concise retrospective.
This beautiful hardcover book celebrates the genre,
honoring its past, present, and future.
A black cat who only ever goes out during the day
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and a white cat who only goes out at night meet in
the middle and start a beautiful relationship together.
When she returns home from a quilting show, recently
widowed quilter Jillian Hart discovers that someone has
catnapped her beloved Abyssinian and, with the help of her
other two cats, stumbles upon a troublesome mystery
involving more missing cats and a murder. Original.
In the tradition of the beloved New York Times bestsellers
Marley and Me and Oogy: The Dog Only a Family Could
Love, a charming, inspirational memoir about empathy,
resilience, kindness, and an adorable deaf blind pink dog.
When Connecticut veterinarian Melissa Shapiro gets a call
about a tiny deaf blind puppy rescued from a hoarding
situation in need of fostering, she doesn’t hesitate to say,
“yes.” Little does she know how that decision will transform
her, her family, and legions of admirers destined to embrace
the saga of the indomitable pink pup. One of the most
anxious dogs Melissa had ever encountered, the traumatized
Piglet weighed under two pounds upon his welcome into the
Shapiro household—which included Melissa’s husband
Warren and their three college-aged kids, plus six other
rescued dogs. After weeks of reassurance, and lots of love,
Piglet connected, gained confidence, and his extraordinary
spirit emerged. Melissa soon forged a powerful bond with
Piglet, allowing the two to communicate without sound or
visual cues. Two months later, when the day arrived to say
good-bye to the now dashing, six-pound pink boy dog with
the larger than life spirit, Melissa faced a heart-wrenching
decision. Could she hand him over to someone willing to give
Piglet the full-time attention he required or could she adapt
her schedule and her household to make a permanent place
for him in her life and work? Of course, the answer was
simple: love would find a way. Curious, engaged, and
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incredibly eager to learn, Piglet quickly became part of the
family. What started out as a few simple Facebook posts of
Piglet and his pack rapidly evolved into a global celebration of
Piglet’s infectiously positive mindset. Piglet: The Unexpected
Story of a Deaf, Blind, Pink Puppy and His Family fully
illustrates this heartwarming story of one special little puppy
with a purpose to teach the power of empathy, love, and
kindness.
Explains how to make a log cabin pattern quilt in less than
sixteen hours
A reminiscence of a Christmas shared by a seven-year-old
boy and a sixtyish childlike woman, with enormous love and
friendship between them.
A girl comes of age against the knife. So begins the story of
Betty Carpenter. Born in a bathtub in 1954 to a white mother
and a Cherokee father, Betty is the sixth of eight siblings. The
world they inhabit in the rural town of Breathed, Ohio, is one
of poverty and violenceboth from outside the family and,
devastatingly, from within. The lush landscape, rich with
birdsong, wild fruit, and blazing stars, becomes a kind of
refuge for Betty, but when her familys darkest secrets are
brought to light, she has no choice but to reckon with the
brutal history hiding in the hills, as well as the heart-
wrenching cruelties and incredible characters she encounters.
Despite the hardships she faces, Betty is resilient. Her
curiosity about the natural world, her fierce love for her
sisters, and her fathers brilliant stories are kindling for the fire
of her own imagination, and in the face of all to which she
bears witness, Betty discovers an escape: she begins to
write. She recounts the horrors of her familys past and
present with pen and paper and buries them deep in the
dirtmoments that have stung her so deeply she could not
share them, until now. Inspired by generations of her family,
Tiffany McDaniel sets out to free the past by delivering this
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heartbreaking yet magical storya remarkable novel that
establishes her as one of the most important voices in
American fiction.
Daily diary / journal / notebook to write in, for creative writing,
for creating lists, for scheduling, organizing and recording
your thoughts.
Hop aboard the Peace Train in this picture book adaptation of
Cat Stevens’s legendary anthem of unity and harmony in
time for the song’s 50th anniversary! With illustrations by
New York Times bestselling illustrator Peter H. Reynolds.
“Now I've been happy lately Thinking about the good things
to come And I believe it could be Something good has begun
Oh, I've been smiling lately Dreaming about the world as one
And I believe it could be Someday it's going to come”
Readers are invited to hop on the PEACE TRAIN and join its
growing group of passengers who are all ready to unite the
world in peace and harmony. Featuring the timeless lyrics of
Cat Stevens’s legendary song and illustrations by New York
Times bestselling artist Peter H. Reynolds, this hopeful
picture book inspires tolerance and love for people of all
cultures and identities.
Go beyond basic scrap quilts with this guide to turning fabric
bits snips into striking modern art quilts—featuring 8 quick and
easy projects. In Scrappy Bits Applique, fabric designer and
quilt artist Shannon Brinkley shares her secrets to putting
sewing room scraps to use. With her easy stitching and
collage techniques, she shows how simplicity can produce
dramatic results. Shannon’s “scrappy” approach to quilting
uses a fast raw-edged technique. With step-by-step
instructions, she teaches you how to intuitively choose, cut,
and sew bits of fabric to create a collage of unique images
and textures. Included are eight engaging quilt projects to try
out your new skills.
A quilt artist finds a new home—and beautiful new horizons—on
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the shores of Lake Michigan in this series debut by the author
of The Jane Austen Quilt Club. At fifty-five, Claire Stewart has
left her Missouri home for the charming community of Door
County, Wisconsin. A watercolor quilt artist, she soon joins a
small quilting club in town. The beauty of Door County offers
boundless inspiration for new quilt projects. But it is the man
with the red scarf who intrigues her most of all . . . When
Claire left Missouri, she also escaped a bad relationship.
Now, as she grows more comfortable with her move to Door
County, she becomes open to new ideas, new friendships,
and even the possibility of new love.
Meet the dog-and-cat duo taking outdoor adventure to new
heights. Henry and Baloo are a real-life dog/cat sibling pair,
based in Colorado, whose unconventional friendship has won
the hearts of humans worldwide. Whether they’re scaling
mountains or cozying down in a tent, these two are never far
from each other’s side and always ready for their next trek.
Wanting to share their explorations with friends and family,
photographer and the pair’s proud owner, Cynthia Bennett,
began capturing Henry and Baloo on their outdoor
adventures—with vivid colors and stunning backdrops
surrounding them in every shot. Now never-before-seen
photos and untold stories are compiled in a book for fans to
enjoy. More than beautiful photography and a sweet story,
Our Wild Tails champions friendship in the most unlikely of
places and proves to readers that love is universal. Cynthia
Bennett, photographer and explorer, lives in Colorado
Springs, Colorado, with her dog (Henry), cat (Baloo), and
partner, Andre.
Unleash Your Inner Crazy Craft Lady! Here a cat there a cat,
everywhere a crafted cat! Cats to decorate your home, to
wear, or to give to someone you love. The Cat Lover's Craft
Book is dedicated to those who craft and those who are in
love with all things cat-related! Whether you like to embroider,
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crochet, sew, knit or felt, there's a cat-tastic project inside this
charming book you'll want to try your hand at, including: Turn
your umbrella handle into a furry cat's tail Sew and embroider
a personalized cat book cover Make a lovely hand
embroidered brooch or earrings Make a cute cat door stop
using a bottle and fabric Make cuddly cat pouches, purses
and bags Knit, crochet or sew a charming cat-shaped pillow
Sew a chic cat badge or button cover using cross-stitched
fabric Sew an adorable cat doll and dress her up And so
much more! Super simple, step-by-step instructions,
diagrams, and templates make these adorable cat crafts
accessible to knitting, felting and embroidery beginners.
These purr-fect needlework crafts will delight cat lovers of all
ages, and provide many hours of fun creating cute and
kitschy cat-inspired items—the perfect handmade gifts with
lots of purr-sonality.
New York Times, Wall Street Journal, and USA Today
Bestseller! Gold medal-winning Olympic gymnast and
Dancing with the Stars champion Laurie Hernandez shares
her story in her own words in this debut book for fans of all
ages—with never-before-seen photos! At sixteen years old,
Laurie Hernandez has already made many of her dreams
come true—and yet it’s only the beginning for this highly
accomplished athlete. A Latina Jersey girl, Laurie saw her life
take a dramatic turn last summer when she was chosen to be
a part of the 2016 US Olympic gymnastics team. After
winning gold in Rio as part of the Final Five, Laurie also
earned an individual silver medal for her performance on the
balance beam. Nicknamed “the Human Emoji” for her wide-
eyed and animated expressions, Laurie continued to dance
her way into everyone’s hearts while competing on the hit
reality TV show Dancing with the Stars, where she was the
youngest-ever winner of the Mirrorball Trophy. Poignant and
funny, Laurie’s story is about growing up with the dream of

Page 13/18



Read Free Pins And Paws Cat Quilt Missouri Star
Quilt Co

becoming an Olympian and what it took to win gold. She talks
about her loving family, her rigorous training, her intense
sacrifices, and her amazing triumphs. Be prepared to fall in
love with and be mesmerized by America’s newest
sweetheart all over again.
Dynamite proudly presents The Misadventures of Grumpy
Cat (and Pokey!), featuring "The World's Grumpiest Cat" and
her brother, Pokey! With her ever-present pout and sassy
disposition, Grumpy Cat has won the hearts of people
everywhere. Grumpy Cat is the perfect combination of
unbearable cuteness, instant fan appeal, and established
multimedia presence. If you love the memes, the videos, and
that irresistible scowl, then get ready for the wildly fun antics
of Grumpy Cat and Pokey in Dynamite's all-new, all-
sensational Grumpy Cat comics! Grumpy Cat's global
following includes 8.2 million Facebook fans and over 40
million YouTube views. Since her photos first went viral in
2012, Grumpy Cat has gone from Internet star to real-life
celebrity.
More sophisticated designs and vivid colors are featured in
this collection of 24 sweaters and one afghan from a master
of knitting. 200 color photos. 76 illustrations, 45 in color.
Faith, family, hard work, and second chances are at the core
of every great American story, and Jenny Doan’s story is just
that. In her new memoir, How to Stitch an American Dream,
readers will discover the behind-the-scenes success story of
the Missouri Star Quilt Company and Jenny’s remarkable
journey to overcome hardship, claim the abundance of family,
and ignite the power of giving—all while revitalizing a small
town along the way. Over the last decade, the Doan family
business, the Missouri Star Quilt Company in tiny Hamilton,
Missouri, has grown from Jenny’s corner shop--with one
quilting machine and two bolts of fabric for sale in the back--to
become the largest supplier of pre-cut quilting fabric in the
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headquarters of Jenny’s world-famous YouTube tutorial
videos. Jenny is now giving her fans, the business world, and
moms of all ages (and grandmas too!) what they’ve been
asking for: the full story of her journey, from her humble
beginnings as a homeschooling mom, to founding MSQC in
her fifties, through the remarkable success and inspiration
she’s so well-known for today. In this book, you’ll learn: How
she and her beloved husband, Ron, raised seven children on
a shoestring budget— and had fun doing it; How, after a string
of bad luck, the family made a prayer-based decision to leave
California behind and start over again in rural Missouri, even
though they had no place to live, no jobs lined up, and no
idea how they were going to make it; How Jenny, Ron and
their children worked side-by-side to patch together a family
home out of a crumbling shell of a farmhouse; And how their
faith, hard work, and generosity not only carried them through
the hard times, but led directly to the success of the Missouri
Star Quilt Company. How to Stitch an American Dream will
make you laugh, cry, say “bless your heart.”
Captain's log: We have entered a galaxy where beloved
illustrator Jenny Parks has conjured an astonishingly vivid
homage to the original Star Trek series with an unexpected
twist: a cast of cats. Featuring a hilarious new take on iconic
characters and scenes—from Kirk in the Captain's chair to
Spock offering his Vulcan wisdom—this eye-opening
adventure stays true to the tone of the classic TV show.
Playful, loving, and from a strange new world, Star Trek Cats
is the perfect gift for fans of, well, Star Trek and cats.
Get ready to laugh out loud and gush over animal
photographer Carli Davidson's third book in her
bestselling Shake series, Shake Cats. This follow-up to
the much loved and highly successful Shake and Shake
Puppies shifts gears by offering cat-lovers and owners a
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book comprised entirely of cats shaking. Featuring more
than sixty cats, these irresistibly adorable and downright
hilarious photographs are sure to keep you turning the
page for more. The book includes a message from Carli
about the importance of animal rescue and adoption,
outtakes from the photo shoots, an explanation of how
she got the cats to shake, and a roster with the names of
all the cats photographed. With more than 130
photographs
Shows general embroidery techniques with illustrated
stitch guides and finishing and framing tips.
Explore all the world has to offer with the internet’s
favorite traveling feline! Suki is a gorgeous Bengal cat
from Canada who isn't afraid of taking her tiny paws on
big adventures. From the castles of Europe to the sunny
shores of California, her travels prove that anyone can
wander the world. With inspirational words about
exploration, Suki’s readers are invited to travel with her.
Additionally, Suki looks absolutely elegant with each step
she takes and has the photos to prove it! Full of
gorgeous shots of her and her human parent, Martina
Gutfreund, the book will continue in the popular
Instagram account’s tradition of taking in the wilderness
and its boundless beauty.
From 11-year-old dog-loving Gideon Kidd of the viral
Twitter account I've Pet That Dog comes a guide for
young readers to befriend and care for dogs of all
shapes, sizes, and personalities! Pet That Dog! A
Handbook for Making Four-Legged Friends is an
illustrated guide to meeting, petting, and caring for dogs
by Gideon and his mom, Rachel Braunigan. Learn how
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dogs communicate through body language, helpful tips
for safely interacting with dogs, and fun facts about dogs
to share with friends. (Did you know that all-white dogs
are more likely to be deaf? Or that dogs poop in
alignment with the north-south axis of the Earth’s
magnetic field?) You can even keep track of the pups
you meet with your very own Dog Tracker. With an
interactive format and joyful illustrations of lovable dogs,
Pet That Dog! makes a perfect gift for dog lovers and
dog-curious kids.
Meet the Moda Blockheads! Six celebrity quilt designers
unite to share this compendium of 48 stunning quilt
blocks plus six spectacular sampler-quilt patterns to
showcase the beautiful blocks you make. * Lisa Bongean
* Betsy Chutchian * Lynne Hagmeier * Jo Morton * Jan
Patek * Carrie Nelson Along with imaginative
interpretations of each 6" block--from traditional
patchwork inspired by history to whimsical appliqued
scenes from nature--you'll enjoy loads of sewing tips
from the pros that you can use for as long as you quilt.
Add to your quilting repertoire with the universally
popular plus sign! These 16 bold, graphic designs range
from modern to traditional, with something for every skill
level and style. Detailed instructions and illustrations
walk confident beginners and intermediate quilters
through traditional piecing, paper piecing, and fusible
machine appliqué to create baby quilts, throw quilts, bed
quilts, and more. Use your favorite types of fabric—solids,
prints, precuts, or scraps—to make the projects your own.
Iris Grace is a beautiful little girl who, from a very young
age, barely communicated, avoided social interaction
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with other people, and rarely smiled. From both before
her diagnosis of autism and after, she seemed trapped in
her own world, unable to connect with those around her.
One day, her mother brought home a Maine Coon kitten
for Iris, even though cats aren’t typically thought of as
therapy pets. Thula, named after one of Iris’s favorite
African lullabies and meaning “peace” in Zulu,
immediately bonded with Iris. Thula knew right away how
to assuage Iris when she became overstimulated; when
to intervene when Iris became overwhelmed; and how to
provide distraction when Iris started heading toward a
meltdown. Whether exploring, playing, sleeping, or
taking a bath with Iris or accompanying the family on a
bike ride, Thula became so much more than a therapy
cat. With Thula’s safe companionship, Iris began to talk
and interact with her family. This heartwarming story is
illustrated with sixty of Iris’s gorgeous impressionistic
paintings, works of art that have allowed her to express
herself since the age of three. A gifted artist, Iris sees the
natural world in a profoundly vivid and visceral way. With
Thula by her side, she’ll sit and paint for hours, and the
results are stunning. Inspiring and touching, Iris Grace
follows the struggles and triumphs of a family—and a
miracle cat—as they learn to connect with an amazing
child.
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