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Traditions In Social Theory
In this ground-breaking new text, Patrick Baert analyses thecentral perspectives in the philosophy of social science,critically
investigating the work of Durkheim, Weber, Popper,critical realism, critical theory, and Rorty's neo pragmatism. Places key writers
in their social and political contexts,helping to make their ideas meaningful to students. Shows how these authors’ views have
practical uses inempirical research. Lively approach that makes complex ideas understandable toupper-level students, as well as
having scholarly appeal.
This is a collection of extracts from classic works on the philosophy of social science highlighting the work of many influential
authors who have shaped social science.
Now in its second edition, this comprehensive textbook offers an exceptionally accessible yet in-depth introduction to the
philosophy of social science. Students with no previous knowledge will find themselves taken on an engaging philosophical
journey: the book’s unique dialogue format anticipates their most frequently asked questions and provides clear explanations of
specialised terminology and essential contextualisation of contemporary debates. Encompassing both traditional and
contemporary perspectives, the book explores the questions and debates raised by all the major theoretical positions in the
philosophy of social science, including positivism, empiricism, rationalism, hermeneutics, feminist epistemology, postmodernism
and critical realism. The first edition of this book had a Eurocentric bias, as does virtually all other textbooks covering this subject
matter. This has been corrected in the second edition and includes a new chapter on the contributions of Islam to philosophy,
natural science social science including sociology. The second edition also has a newly written chapter on pragmaticism and neo-
pragmaticism, as well as strengthened coverage of hermeneutics, postmodernism and critical realism. The book‘s rich pedagogic
support includes: point-by-point summaries introducing the scope of every chapter; discussion questions; further reading lists; and
a glossary of key terminology. This excellent textbook is designed to provide every student with a clear understanding of important
and complex issues. It is essential reading for all students of philosophy of social science, whether at undergraduate or Masters
level and regardless of their disciplinary background.
Now available in paperback, this book offers an original introduction to the philosophy of social science, emphasising new post-
empiricist approaches.
An introduction to the philosophical foundations of the human sciences. The author takes readers through behaviourism,
naturalism, interpretativism about human action, and macro-social scientific perspectives, setting out to illuminate the motivation
and strategy of each.
These essays reveal another side of Horkheimer, focusing on his remarkable contributions to critical theory in the 1930s. Max
Horkheimer is well known as the director of the Frankfurt Institute for Social Research and as a sometime collaborator with
Theodor Adorno, especially on their classic Dialectic of Enlightenment. These essays reveal another side of Horkheimer, focusing
on his remarkable contributions to critical theory in the 1930s. Included are Horkheimer's inaugural address as director of the
Institute, in which he outlines the interdisciplinary research program that would dominate the initial phase of the Frankfurt School,
his first full monograph, and a number of other pieces published in the 1930s. The essays, most of which have not appeared in
English before, are surprisingly relevant to current post-philosophy debates, notably "On the Problem of Truth," with its focus on
pragmatism, and "The Rationalism Debate in Current Philosophy," a sustained critique of the post-Cartesian philosophy of
consciousness. Horkheimer's 1933 critique of Kantian ethics, "Materialism and Morality," is of particular interest given the current
reaction to the neo-Kantian aspect of Habermas's work. There are also essays relevant to the current foundations debate within
Continental philosophy, and the rationality/relativism question is sustained throughout the volume.
.
This volume explores the potential of employing a relational paradigm for the purposes of interdisciplinary exchange. Bringing
together scholars from the social sciences, philosophy and theology, it seeks to bridge the gap between subject areas by focusing
on real phenomena.Although these phenomena are studied by different disciplines, the editors demonstrate that it is also possible
to study them from a common relational perspective that connects the different languages, theories and perspectives which
characterize each discipline, by going beyond their differences to the core of reality itself. As an experimental collection that
highlights the potential that exists for cross-disciplinary work, this volume will appeal to scholars across a range of field concerned
with critical realist approaches to research, collaborative work across subjects and the manner in which disciplines can offer one
another new insights.
How should we theorize about the social world? How can we integrate theories, models and approaches from seemingly
incompatible disciplines? Does theory affect social reality? This state-of-the-art collection addresses contemporary
methodological questions and interdisciplinary developments in the philosophy of social science. Facilitating a mutually
enriching dialogue, chapters by leading social scientists are followed by critical evaluations from philosophers of social
science. This exchange showcases recent major theoretical and methodological breakthroughs and challenges in the
social sciences, as well as fruitful ways in which the analytic tools developed in philosophy of science can be applied to
understand these advancements. The volume covers a diverse range of principles, methods, innovations and
applications, including scientific and methodological pluralism, performativity of theories, causal inferences and
applications of social science to policy and business. Taking a practice-orientated and interactive approach, it offers a
new philosophy of social science grounded in and relevant to the emerging social science practice.
This is an international and interdisciplinary volume that provides a new look at the general background of the social
sciences from a philosophical perspective and provides directions for methodology. It seeks to overcome the limitations
of the traditional treatises of a philosophy of science rooted in the physical sciences, as well as extend the coverage of
basic science to intentional and socially normative features of the social sciences. The discussions included in this book
are divided into four thematic sections: Social and cognitive roots for reflexivity upon the research process Philosophies
of explanation in the social sciences Social normativity in social sciences Social processes in particular sciences Social
Philosophy of Science for the Social Sciences will find an interested audience in students of the philosophy of science
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and social sciences. It is also relevant for researchers and students in the fields of psychology, sociology, economics,
anthropology, education, and political science.
Continental Philosophy of Social Science demonstrates the unique and autonomous nature of the continental approach
to social science and contrasts it with the Anglo-American tradition. Yvonne Sherratt argues for the importance of an
historical understanding of the Continental tradition in order to appreciate its individual, humanist character. Examining
the key traditions of hermeneutic, genealogy, and critical theory, and the texts of major thinkers such as Gadamer,
Ricoeur, Derrida, Nietzsche, Foucault, the Early Frankfurt School and Habermas, she also contextualizes contemporary
developments within strands of thought stemming back to Ancient Greece and Rome. Sherratt shows how these modes
of thinking developed through medieval Christian thought into the Enlightenment and Romantic eras, before becoming
mainstays of twentieth-century disciplines. Continental Philosophy of Social Science will serve as the essential textbook
for courses in philosophy or social sciences.
An accessible introduction to the latest developments and debates in the philosophy of social science.
First published in 1993. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
This volume provides a lucid and distinct introduction to multiculturalism and the philosophy of social science. Distinct,
engaging and timely 'multicultural' approach Clear, non-technical overview of the nature of social inquiry First volume of
outstanding new "Contemporary Philosophy" series
This is a much-needed new introduction to a field that has been transformed in recent years by exciting new subjects,
ideas, and methods. It is designed both for students with central interests in philosophy and those planning to
concentrate on the social sciences, and it presupposes no particular background in either domain. From the wide range
of topics at the forefront of debate in philosophy of social science, the editors have chosen those which are
representative of the most important and interesting contemporary work. A team of distinguished experts explore key
aspects of the field such as social ontology (what are the things that social science studies?), objectivity, formal methods,
measurement, and causal inference. Also included are chapters focused on notable subjects of social science research,
such as well-being and climate change. Philosophy of Social Science provides a clear, accessible, and up-to-date guide
to this fascinating field.
This introduction to the philosophy of social science provides an original conception of the task and nature of social
inquiry. Peter Manicas discusses the role of causality seen in the physical sciences and offers a reassessment of the
problem of explanation from a realist perspective. He argues that the fundamental goal of theory in both the natural and
social sciences is not, contrary to widespread opinion, prediction and control, or the explanation of events (including
behaviour). Instead, theory aims to provide an understanding of the processes which, together, produce the contingent
outcomes of experience. Offering a host of concrete illustrations and examples of critical ideas and issues, this
accessible book will be of interest to students of the philosophy of social science, and social scientists from a range of
disciplines.
The philosophy of the social sciences considers the underlying explanatory powers of the social (or human) sciences,
such as history, economics, anthropology, politics, and sociology. The type of questions covered includes the
methodological (the nature of observations, laws, theories, and explanations) to the ontological — whether or not these
sciences can explain human nature in a way consistent with common-sense beliefs. This Handbook is a major,
comprehensive look at the key ideas in the field, is guided by several principles. The first is that the philosophy of social
science should be closely connected to, and informed by, developments in the sciences themselves. The second is that
the volume should appeal to practicing social scientists as well as philosophers, with the contributors being both drawn
from both ranks, and speaking to ongoing controversial issues in the field. Finally, the volume promotes connections
across the social sciences, with greater internal discussion and interaction across disciplinary boundaries.
This 1979 text addresses the ways in which the dominant theories in large areas of Western social science have been
subject to strong criticisms, particularly of their supposed philosophical deficiencies. In the philosophy of science, this
resulted in empiricist views being replaced by an emphasis on the potential obstinacy of theory in the face of the
empirical world. After introducing this contemporary philosophy of science, Dr Thomas uses it to argue that social study
can both retain the natural scientific commitment to the constraint of the external world and assimilate the sorts of
philosophical criticisms that were made of the old social scientific theories. In particular, he shows that social study
understood in terms of the new philosophy of science can give an account of the former's distinctive concerns with issues
of the meaning and value of social life. Dr Thomas supports his abstract arguments by detailed case studies.
Philosophers and social scientists share a common goal: to explore fundamental truths about ourselves and the nature of
the world in which we live. But in what ways do these two distinct disciplines inform each other and arrive at these truths?
The 10th anniversary edition of this highly regarded text directly responds to such issues as it introduces students to the
philosophy of social science. While staying true to the writing of the late Ian Craib, this perennial text has been brought
up to date by Ted Benton. This new edition includes previously unpublished personal insights from both authors,
incorporates new commentaries on classic content and features an additional chapter on recent developments in the
field. The book: • Addresses critical issues relating to the nature of social science • Interrogates the relationship between
social science and natural science • Encompasses traditional and contemporary perspectives • Introduces and critiques
a wide range of approaches, from empiricism and positivism to post structuralism and rationalism. Written in an engaging
and student-friendly style, the book introduces key ideas and concepts while raising questions and opening debates. A
cornerstone text in the Traditions in Social Theory series, this book remains essential reading for all students of social
theory.
. . . this is a very ambitious book ranging over a great deal of territory and a great number of issues . . . the general
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perspectives offered are certainly engaging. Alan Hamlin, Journal of Economic Methodology . . . an illuminating book,
informed by careful thought and wide-ranging scholarship. David Gordon, The Mises Review Economics claims to be a
science of choice and its unintended consequences, but economists sneak moral judgments in through the back door.
Ethics, on the other hand, often falters on the stilts of weak economic theories and assumptions. The result economics
without ethics is often sterile, and ethics without economics is often incoherent. Severed from one another, each can be
dangerously misleading, and each misses the opportunity to better understand the economic and moral complexity
behind social cooperation. Ethics as Social Science helps reconcile the two disciplines, and represents years of
seasoned, careful thinking on the topic. Using clear, straightforward language, Yeager argues that economists should be
alert to their ethical positions, rather than preach tacitly behind the mask of social welfare analysis and the like. Calling for
a comparative institutional analysis, Yeager himself advances an argument in favor of an indirect or rule utilitarianism,
one that is sure to unleash debate among libertarians, classical liberals, and defenders of mainstream welfare
economics, and among moral philosophers who follow the present state of economic theory. David L. Prychitko, Northern
Michigan University, US With this important book, esteemed economist Leland B. Yeager grounds moral and political
philosophy in the requirements of a well-functioning society, one whose members reap the gains from peaceful
cooperation while pursuing their own diverse goals. This book explores the reasons an individual may have for helping to
uphold such a society rather than seeking a free ride on the moral behavior of others. A work in the tradition of Hume,
Smith, Mill, von Mises, Hayek and Hazlitt, it expounds a rules or indirect version of utilitarianism. It reviews criticisms of
utilitarianism in detail, as well as alternative grounds of ethics including contractarianism, rights-based doctrines, and
appeals to specific intuitions. Yeager brings the insights of economics to bear on a field usually dominated by
philosophers and theologians. Ethics comes across as a subject amply open to the findings of economics and the other
social and natural sciences. Economists, philosophers and other students and scholars of the social sciences will
welcome this book. It will also appeal to any reader interested in exploring the ideas of ethics.
The authors examine the relationship between social science and philosophy and ask what sort of work social science
and an accompanying philosophy should do. They reintroduce the question of ontology, through the work of Roy
Bhaskar. The book argues against philosophising and is committed to a philosophical approach grounded in the social
sciences.
This 1996 book argues that behind the diverse methods of the natural sciences lies a common core of scientific
rationality.
New Perspectives of the Philosophy of Social Science provides a comprehensive history, explanation and critique of
empiricism and positivism within the natural and social sciences, as well as an overview of the interpretivist/hermeneutic
tradition in social science. Questions concerning the criteria for judging truth and validity, the nature of rationality, social
reality and scientificity, unfold in a uniquely accessible dialogue format. Students with no previous knowledge of this
highly contested field will find themsleves taken on an entertaining and challenging philosophical journey. The dialogue
anticipates the most frequently asked questions of such readers, provides clear explanations of all specialised
terminology and contextualises contemporary debates. It thus transforms potential confusion into a clear understanding
of complex issues. The text shows how the perspectives of earlier traditions persist in modified form, covering
poststructuralism, postmodernism, critical theory, feminist epistemology and concludes with a critical realist account of
both natural and social science. New Perspectives of the Philosophy of Social Science is essential reading for students of
social theory and the philosophy of social science. Students across the full range of social science disciplines will find the
book of interest. Sociology students will find it a particularly valuable resource.
- what is the relationship between the social sciences and the natural sciences? - where do today's dominant approaches
to doing social science come from? - what are the main fissures and debates in contemporary social scientific thought? -
how are we to make sense of seemingly contrasting approaches to how social scientists find out about the world and
justify their claims to have knowledge of it? In this exciting handbook, Ian Jarvie and Jesús Zamora-Bonilla have put
together a wide-ranging and authoritative overview of the main philosophical currents and traditions at work in the social
sciences today. Starting with the history of social scientific thought, this handbook sets out to explore that core
fundamentals of social science practice, from issues of ontology and epistemology to issues of practical method. Along
the way it investigates such notions as paradigm, empiricism, postmodernism, naturalism, language, agency, power,
culture, and causality. Bringing together in one volume leading authorities in the field from around the world, this book will
be a must-have for any serious scholar or student of the social sciences.
An introduction to the philosophy of social science from a well-known author.
This ambitious critical history of the variety of disciplines we group together as the social sciences argues that the defining characteristic of
social science, both historically and in the present, is ideology. Based originally on a flawed ideal of science, the 'social sciences' have
incorporated and refined a set of assumptions about the nature of state and society, assumptions which have been institutionalized with the
growth of modern universities. The book is in three main parts. It deals firstly with the history of certain key ides from the early modern period
(assessing thinkers from Hobbes and Marx to Hegel, Weber, and Kuhn), before exploring the institutional and social features which have
shaped the emergence of modern social science. Manicas goes on to reveal the ideological component of mainstream social science,
concluding by suggesting and alternative realist philosophy for the future. Rigorous in scholarship and engaging in presentation, the book
offers a brilliant combination of wide-ranging historical scholarship and a firm location in the current theoretical dilemmas of the social
sciences.
Professor Little presents an introduction to the philosophy of social science with an emphasis on the central forms of explanation in social
science: rational-intentional, causal, functional, structural, materialist, statistical and interpretive. The book is very strong on recent
developments, particularly in its treatment of rational choice theory, microfoundations for social explanation, the idea of supervenience,
functionalism, and current discussions of relativism.Of special interest is Professor Little's insight that, like the philosophy of natural science,
the philosophy of social science can profit from examining actual scientific examples. Throughout the book, philosophical theory is integrated
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with recent empirical work on both agrarian and industrial society drawn from political science, sociology, geography, anthropology, and
economics.Clearly written and well structured, this text provides the logical and conceptual tools necessary for dealing with the debates at the
cutting edge of contemporary philosophy of social science. It will prove indispensible for philosophers, social scientists and their students.
The Blackwell Guide to the Philosophy of the Social Sciences collects newly commissioned essays that examine fundamental issues in the
social sciences.
Published in the year 2004, Philosophy and the Social Sciences is a valuable contribution to the field of Sociology.
Normativity and Naturalism in the Social Sciences engages with a central debate within the philosophy of social science: whether social
scientific explanation necessitates an appeal to norms, and if so, whether appeals to normativity can be rendered "scientific." This collection
brings together contributions from a diverse group of philosophers who explore a broad but thematically unified set of questions, many of
which stem from an ongoing debate between Stephen Turner and Joseph Rouse (both contributors to this volume) on the role of naturalism
in the philosophy of the social sciences. Informed by recent developments in both philosophy and the social sciences, this volume will set the
benchmark for contemporary discussions about normativity and naturalism. This collection will be relevant to philosophers of social science,
philosophers in interested in the rule following and metaphysics of normativity, and theoretically oriented social scientists.
Philosophy of Social ScienceA Contemporary IntroductionRoutledge
The Philosophy of Social Science Reader is an outstanding, comprehensive and up-to-date collection of key readings in the philosophy of
social science, covering the essential issues, problems and debates in this important interdisciplinary area... Featuring the work of influential
philosophers and social scientists such as Ernest Nagel, Ian Hacking, John Searle, Clifford Geertz, Daniel Kahneman, Steven Lukes and
Richard Dawkins, The Philosophy of Social Science Reader is the ideal text for philosophy of social science courses, and for students in
related disciplines interested in the differences between the social and natural sciences. -- Product Description.
The Routledge Companion to Philosophy of Social Science is an outstanding guide to the major themes, movements,
debates, and topics in the philosophy of social science. It includes thirty-seven newly written chapters, by many of the
leading scholars in the field, as well as a comprehensive introduction by the editors. Insofar as possible, the material in
this volume is presented in accessible language, with an eye toward undergraduate and graduate students who may be
coming to some of this material for the first time. Scholars too will appreciate this clarity, along with the chance to read
about the latest advances in the discipline. The Routledge Companion to Philosophy of Social Science is broken up into
four parts. Historical and Philosophical Context Concepts Debates Individual Sciences Edited by two of the leading
scholars in the discipline, this volume is essential reading for anyone interested in the philosophy of social science, and
its many areas of connection and overlap with key debates in the philosophy of science.
This book is a critical introduction to the philosophy of social science. While most social scientists maintain that the social
sciences should stand free of politics, this book argues that they should be politically partisan. Root offers a clear
description and provocative criticism of many of the methods and ideals that guide research and teaching in the social
sciences.
This volume is a unique contribution to the philosophy of the social sciences, presenting the results of cutting-edge
philosophers' research alongside critical discussions by practicing social scientists. The book is motivated by the view
that the philosophy of the social sciences cannot ignore the specific scientific practices according to which social
scientific work is being conducted, and that it will be valuable only if it evolves in constant interaction with theoretical
developments in the social sciences. With its unique format guaranteeing a genuine discussion between philosophers
and social scientists, this thought-provoking volume extends the frontiers of the field. It will appeal to all scholars and
students interested in the interplay between philosophy and the social sciences.
the first comprehensive anthology in the philosophy of social science to appear since the late 1960s
The Philosophy of Social Science: A Contemporary Introduction examines the perennial questions of philosophy by
engaging with the empirical study of society. The book offers a comprehensive overview of debates in the field, with
special attention to questions arising from new research programs in the social sciences. The text uses detailed
examples of social scientific research to motivate and illustrate the philosophical discussion. Topics include the
relationship of social policy to social science, interpretive research, action explanation, game theory, social scientific
accounts of norms, joint intentionality, reductionism, causal modeling, case study research, and experimentation.
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