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Philosophy For Everyone Routledge
Sigmund Freud (1856-1939) developed the theory and practice of psychoanalysis, one of the
twentieth century's most influential schools of psychology. He also made profound insights into
the psychology and understanding of human beings. In this brilliant and long-awaited
introduction, Jonathan Lear--one of the most respected writers on Freud--shows how Freud
also made fundamental contributions to philosophy and why he ranks alongside Plato,
Aristotle, Marx and Darwin as a great theorist of human nature. Freud is one of the most
important introductions and contributions to understanding this great thinker to have been
published for many years, and will be essential reading for anyone in the humanities, social
sciences and beyond with an interest in Freud or philosophy.
Philosophy goes to the Movies is a new kind of introduction to philosophy that makes use of
movies including The Matrix, Antz, Total Recall and Cinema Paradiso, to explore philosophical
ideas. Topics covered include: *the theory of knowledge *the self and personal Identity *moral
philosophy *social and political philosophy *philosophy of science and technology *critical
thinking. Ideal for the beginner, this book guides the student through philosophy using lively
and illuminating cinematic examples. It will also appeal to anyone interested in the
philosophical dimensions of cinema.
In a series of brief chapters, Al Gini lays out ideas for 'stepping out of the shadow of the self' an argument for stopping thinking of yourself as the centre of the universe. It's hard to be good,
he explains, until we realize that being good only has meaning in relation to other people.
Ideas of justice, fairness, and ethical behavior are just that - abstract ideas - until they are put
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into action with regard to people outside ourselves. We may worry too much about good
versus evil - big concepts that give us plenty of room to sit on the right side of the equation, he
argues. Instead, we need to be thinking about how being good involves an active relationship
toward others. Being good all by yourself may not be good enough. This warm and generous
book is for anyone who wants to know how to use ethical thinking as way to live, work, and be
with others.
The Eighteenth century is one of the most important periods in the history of Western
philosophy, witnessing philosophical, scientific, and social and political change on a vast scale.
In spite of this, there are few single volume overviews of the philosophy of the period as a
whole. The Routledge Companion to Eighteenth Century Philosophy is an authoritative survey
and assessment of this momentous period, covering major thinkers, topics and movements in
Eighteenth century philosophy. Beginning with a substantial introduction by Aaron Garrett, the
thirty-five specially commissioned chapters by an outstanding team of international contributors
are organised into seven clear parts: Context and Movements Metaphysics and Understanding
Mind, Soul, and Perception Morals and Aesthetics Politics and Society Philosophy in relation to
the Arts and Sciences Major Figures. Major topics and themes are explored and discussed,
ranging from materialism, free will and personal identity; to the emotions, the social contract,
aesthetics, and the sciences, including mathematics and biology. The final section examines in
more detail three figures central to the period: Hume, Rousseau and Kant. As such The
Routledge Companion to Eighteenth Century Philosophy is essential reading for all students of
the period, both in philosophy and related disciplines such as politics, literature, history and
religious studies.
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Now in a special gift edition, and featuring a brand new foreword by Anthony Gottlieb, this is a
dazzlingly unique exploration of the works of significant philosophers throughout the ages and
a definitive must-have title that deserves a revered place on every bookshelf.
The essence of Hume’s eighteenth-century philosophy was that all the sciences were
‘dependent on the science of man’, and that the foundations of any such science need to rest
on experience and observation. This title, first published in 1932, examines in detail how Hume
interpreted ‘the science of man’ and how he applied his experimental methodology to
humankind’s understanding, passions, social duties, economic activities, religious beliefs and
secular history throughout his career. Particular attention is paid to the English, French and
Latin sources that shaped Hume’s theories. This is a full and fascinating title, of particular
relevance to students with an interest in the philosophy of Hume specifically, as well as the
philosophy of human nature and the methodologies applied to its study more generally.
Naturalism provides a rigorous analysis and critique of the major varieties of contemporary
philosophical naturalism. The authors advocate the thesis that contemporary naturalism should
be abandoned, in light of the serious objections raised against it. Contributors draw on a wide
range of topics including: epistemology, the philosophy of science, the philosophy of mind and
agency, and natural theology.
"What is the origin of our universe? What are dark matter and dark energy? What is our role in
the universe as human beings capable of knowledge? What makes us intelligent cognitive
agents seemingly endowed with consciousness? Scientific research across both the physical
and cognitive sciences raises fascinating philosophical questions. Philosophy and the
Sciences For Everyone introduces these questions and more. It begins by asking what good is
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philosophy for the sciences before examining the following questions: - The origin of our
universe - Dark matter and dark energy - Anthropic reasoning in philosophy and cosmology Evolutionary theory and the human mind - What is consciousness? - Intelligent machines and
the human brain - Embodied Cognition. Each chapter includes an introduction, summary and
study questions and there is a glossary of technical terms. Designed to be used on the
corresponding Philosophy and the Sciences online course offered by the University of
Edinburgh this book is also a superb introduction to central topics in philosophy of science and
popular science. Michela Massimi, David Carmel, Andy Clark, Jane Suilin Lavelle, John
Peacock, Duncan Pritchard, Alasdair Richmond, Peggy Series Kenny Smith, and Mark
Sprevak are all based at the University of Edinburgh, UK"--

Crude materialism, reduction of mind to body, extreme individualism. All products
of a 17th century scientific inheritance which looks at the parts of our existence at
the expense of the whole. Cutting through myths of scientific omnipotence, Mary
Midgley explores how this inheritance has so powerfully shaped the way we are,
and the problems it has brought with it. She argues that poetry and the arts can
help reconcile these problems, and counteract generations of 'one-eyed
specialists', unable and unwilling to look beyond their own scientific or literary
sphere. Dawkins, Atkins, Bacon and Descartes all come under fire as Midgely
sears through contemporary debate, from Gaia to memes, and organic food to
greenhouse gases. After years of unquestioned imperialism, science is finally
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forced to take a step back and acknowledge the arts.
This book investigates the role and significance that examples play in shaping
arguments and thought, both in philosophy and in everyday life. It addresses
questions about how our moral thinking is informed by our conceptual practices,
especially in ways related to the relationship between ethics and literature, postWittgensteinian ethics, or meta-philosophical concerns about the style of
philosophical writing. Written in an accessible and non-technical style, the book
uses examples from real-life events or pieces of well-known fictional stories to
introduce its discussions. In doing so, it demonstrates the complex way
examples, rather than exemplifying philosophical points, inform and condition
how we approach the points for which we want to argue. The author shows how
examples guide or block our understanding in certain directions, how they do this
by stressing morally relevant aspects or dimensions of the terms, and how the
sense of moral seriousness allows us to learn from examples. The final chapter
explores whether these kinds of engagement with examples can be understood
as "thinking primarily through examples." Examples and Their Role in Our
Thinking will be of interest to scholars and graduate students working in ethics
and moral philosophy, philosophy of language, and philosophy of literature.
"Feminist Philosophy: An Introduction provides a comprehensive coverage of the
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core elements of feminist philosophy in the analytical tradition. Part 1 examines
the feminist issues and practical problems that confront us as ordinary people.
Part 2 examines the recent and historical arguments surrounding the subject
area, looking into the theoretical frameworks we use to discuss these issues and
applying them to everyday life. With contemporary and lively debates throughout,
Elinor Mason provides a rigorous and yet accessible overview of a rich array of
topics including: feminism in a global context work and care reproductive rights
sex work sexual violence and harassment sexism, oppression and misogyny
intersectionality objectification consent ideology, false consciousness and
adaptive preferences. An outstanding introduction which will equip the reader
with a thorough knowledge of the fundamentals of feminism, Feminist Philosophy
is essential reading for those approaching the subject for the first time"-Everyone is talking about food. Chefs are celebrities. "Locavore" and "freegan"
have earned spots in the dictionary. Popular books and films about food
production and consumption are exposing the unintended consequences of the
standard American diet. Questions about the principles and values that ought to
guide decisions about dinner have become urgent for moral, ecological, and
health-related reasons. In Philosophy Comes to Dinner, twelve
philosophers—some leading voices, some inspiring new ones—join the
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conversation, and consider issues ranging from the sustainability of modern
agriculture, to consumer complicity in animal exploitation, to the pros and cons of
alternative diets.
In this fully updated second edition, Jonathan Lear clearly introduces and
assesses all of Freud's thought, focusing on those areas of philosophy on which
Freud is acknowledged to have had a lasting impact. These include the
philosophy of mind, free will and determinism, rationality, the nature of the self
and subjectivity, and ethics and religion. He also considers some of the deeper
issues and problems Freud engaged with, brilliantly illustrating their philosophical
significance: human sexuality, the unconscious, dreams, and the theory of
transference. Lear’s approach emphasizes the philosophical significance of
Freud’s fundamental rule – to say whatever comes to mind without censorship or
inhibition. This binds psychoanalysis to the philosophical exploration of selfconsciousness and truthfulness, as well as opening new paths of inquiry for
moral psychology and ethics. The second edition includes a new Introduction and
Conclusion. The text is revised throughout, including new sections on
psychological structure and object relations and on Freud’s critique of religion
and morality. One of the most important introductions and contributions to
understanding this great thinker to have been published for many years, Freud,
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second edition will be essential reading for anyone in the humanities, social
sciences and beyond with an interest in Freud or philosophy.
Philosophical inquiry into pregnancy, childbirth, and mothering is a growing area
of interest to academic philosophers. This volume brings together a diverse
group of philosophers to speak about topics in this reemerging area of
philosophical inquiry, taking up new themes, such as maternal aesthetics, and
pursuing old ones in new ways, such as investigating stepmothering as it might
inform and ground an ethics of care. The theoretical foci of the book include
feminist, existential, ethical, aesthetic, phenomenological, social and political
theories. These perspectives are then employed to consider many dimensions of
pregnancy, childbirth, and mothering, which are of central importance to human
existence, but are only rarely discussed in philosophical cannons. Topics include
pregnancy and embodiment, breast-feeding, representations – or the lack thereof
– of pregnant and birthing women, adoption, and post-partum motherhood.
Phenomenology: The Basics is a concise and engaging introduction to one of the
dominant philosophical movements of the 20th century. This lively and lucid book
provides an introduction to the essential phenomenological concepts that are
crucial for understanding great thinkers such as Husserl, Heidegger, and MerleauPonty. Written by a leading expert in the field, Dan Zahavi examines and explains
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key questions such as: • What is a phenomenological analysis? • What are the
methodological foundations of phenomenology? • What does phenomenology
have to say about embodiment and intersubjectivity? • How is phenomenology
distinguished from, and related to, other fields in philosophy? • How do ideas
from classic phenomenology relate to ongoing debates in psychology and
qualitative research? With a glossary of key terms and suggestions for further
reading, the book considers key philosophical arguments around
phenomenology, making this an ideal starting point for anyone seeking a concise
and accessible introduction to the rich and complex study of phenomenology.
Philosophy of Economics: A Contemporary Introduction is the first systematic
textbook in the philosophy of economics. It introduces the epistemological,
metaphysical and ethical problems that arise in economics, and presents detailed
discussions of the solutions that have been offered. Throughout, philosophical
issues are illustrated by and analysed in the context of concrete cases drawn
from contemporary economics, the history of economic ideas, and actual
economic events. This demonstrates the relevance of philosophy of economics
both for the science of economics and for the economy. This text will provide an
excellent introduction to the philosophy of economics for students and interested
general readers alike.
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Luck permeates our lives, and this raises a number of pressing questions: What
is luck? When we attribute luck to people, circumstances, or events, what are we
attributing? Do we have any obligations to mitigate the harms done to people
who are less fortunate? And to what extent is deserving praise or blame affected
by good or bad luck? Although acquiring a true belief by an uneducated guess
involves a kind of luck that precludes knowledge, does all luck undermine
knowledge? The academic literature has seen growing, interdisciplinary interest
in luck, and this volume brings together and explains the most important areas of
this research. It consists of 39 newly commissioned chapters, written by an
internationally acclaimed team of philosophers and psychologists, for a
readership of students and researchers. Its coverage is divided into six sections:
I: The History of Luck II: The Nature of Luck III: Moral Luck IV: Epistemic Luck V:
The Psychology of Luck VI: Future Research. The chapters cover a wide range
of topics, from the problem of moral luck, to anti-luck epistemology, to the
relationship between luck attributions and cognitive biases, to meta-questions
regarding the nature of luck itself, to a range of other theoretical and empirical
questions. By bringing this research together, the Handbook serves as both a
touchstone for understanding the relevant issues and a first port of call for future
research on luck.
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Originally published in 1988, this book discusses if moral knowledge exists, and if
so, if it is similar to other forms of knowledge. This book approaches the issues
from both historical and contemporary perspectives and in order to determine
whether there is a real property of rightness, looks to the ethical theories of
Hobbes, Hume and Kant. This historical analysis leads to a systematic
comparison of three theories of the nature of ethics: realism, emotivism and
coherentism. The nature of coherence is explained using legal reasoning as a
model. Moral reasoning is compared and contrasted with reasoning both in
science and law, showing how ethics differs from science and empirical
disciplines.
Consequentialism is the view that the rightness or wrongness of actions depend
solely on their consequences. It is one of the most influential, and controversial,
of all ethical theories. In this book, Julia Driver introduces and critically assesses
consequentialism in all its forms. After a brief historical introduction to the
problem, Driver examines utilitarianism, and the arguments of its most famous
exponents, John Stuart Mill and Jeremy Bentham, and explains the fundamental
questions underlying utilitarian theory: what value is to be specified and how it is
to be maximized. Driver also discusses indirect forms of consequentialism, the
important theories of motive consequentialism and virtue consequentialism, and
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explains why the distinction between subjective and objective consequentialism
is so important. Including helpful features such as a glossary, chapter
summaries, and annotated further reading at the end of each chapter,
Consequentialism is ideal for students seeking an authoritative and clearly
explained survey of this important problem.
The Routledge Companion to Seventeenth Century Philosophy is an outstanding
survey of one of the most important eras in the history of Western philosophy one which witnessed philosophical, scientific, religious and social change on a
massive scale. A team of twenty international contributors provide students and
scholars of philosophy and related disciplines with a detailed and accessible
guide to seventeenth century philosophy. The Companion is divided into seven
parts: Historical Context Metaphysics Epistemology Mind and Language Moral
and Political Philosophy Natural Philosophy and the Material World Philosophical
Theology. Major topics and themes are explored and discussed, including the
scholastic context that shaped philosophy of the period, free will, skepticism,
logic, mind-body problems, consciousness, arguments for the existence of God,
and the problem of evil. As such The Routledge Companion to Seventeenth
Century Philosophy is essential reading for all students of the period, both in
philosophy and related disciplines such as literature, history, politics, and
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religious studies.
Environmental disasters, from wildfires and vanishing species to flooding and
drought, have increased dramatically in recent years and debates about the
environment are rarely far from the headlines. There is growing awareness that
these disasters are connected – indeed, that in the fabric of nature everything is
interconnected. However, until the publication of Freya Mathews' The Ecological
Self, there had been remarkably few attempts to provide a conceptual foundation
for such interconnectedness that brought together philosophy and science. In this
acclaimed book, Mathews skilfully weaves together a thought-provoking
metaphysics of the environment. She connects the ideas of the seventeenthcentury philosopher Spinoza with twentieth-century systems theory and
Einstein’s physics to argue that the atomistic cosmology inherited from Newton
gave credence to a picture of the universe as fragmented, rather than as whole.
Furthermore, it is such faulty thinking that presents human beings as similarly
disconnected and individualistic, with the dire consequence that they regard
nature as of purely instrumental rather than intrinsic value. She concludes by
arguing for an ethics of ecological interdependence and for a basic egalitarianism
among living species. A compelling and fascinating account of how we must
change our thinking about the environment, The Ecological Self is a classic of
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ecological and environmental thinking. This Routledge Classics edition includes a
substantial new Introduction by the author.
Philosophy for EveryoneRoutledge
If the physical constants, initial conditions, or laws of nature in our universe had
been even slightly different, then the evolution of life would have been
impossible. This observation has led many philosophers and scientists to ask the
natural next question: why is our universe so "fine-tuned" for life? The debates
around this question are wide-ranging, multi-disciplinary, complicated, technical,
and (at times) heated. This study is a comprehensive investigation of these
debates and the many metaphysical and epistemological questions raised by
cosmological fine-tuning. Waller’s study reaches two significant and
controversial conclusions. First, he concludes that the criticisms directed at the
"multiverse hypothesis" by theists and at the "theistic hypothesis" by naturalists
are largely unsuccessful. Neither of these options can plausibly be excluded.
Choosing between them seems to turn on primitive (and so hard to justify)
metaphysical intuitions. Second, in order to break the philosophical deadlock,
Waller moves the debate from the level of universes to the level of possible
worlds. Arguing that possible worlds are also "fine-tuned" in an important and
interesting sense, Waller concludes that the only plausible explanation for the
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fine-tuning of the actual world is to posit the existence of some kind of "God-likething."
The Routledge Handbook of the Philosophy of Sport is a landmark publication in
sport studies. It goes further than any book has before in tracing the contours of
the discipline of the philosophy of sport and in surveying the core themes,
approaches and theories that form its disciplinary fabric. The book explores the
ways in which an understanding of philosophy can inform our understanding of
important prevailing issues in sport. Edited by two of the most significant figures
in the development of the philosophy of sport, Mike McNamee and Bill Morgan,
and with contributions from many of the world’s leading sport philosophers, this
is an invaluable companion reference volume for any course in the social
scientific study of sport, and an essential addition to the bookshelf of any serious
scholar of the philosophy and/or ethics of sport.
Epistemology, the philosophy of knowledge, is at the core of many of the central
debates and issues in philosophy, interrogating the notions of truth, objectivity,
trust, belief and perception. The Routledge Companion to Epistemology provides
a comprehensive and the up-to-date survey of epistemology, charting its history,
providing a thorough account of its key thinkers and movements, and addressing
enduring questions and contemporary research in the field. Organized
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thematically, the Companion is divided into ten sections: Foundational Issues,
The Analysis of Knowledge, The Structure of Knowledge, Kinds of Knowledge,
Skepticism, Responses to Skepticism, Knowledge and Knowledge Attributions,
Formal Epistemology, The History of Epistemology, and Metaepistemological
Issues. Seventy-eight chapters, each between 5000 and 7000 words and written
by the world’s leading epistemologists, provide students with an outstanding and
accessible guide to the field. Designed to fit the most comprehensive syllabus in
the discipline, this text will be an indispensible resource for anyone interested in
this central area of philosophy. The Routledge Companion to Epistemology is
essential reading for students of philosophy.
Philosophy for Everyone begins by explaining what philosophy is before
exploring the questions and issues at the foundation of this important subject.
Key topics in this new edition and their areas of focus include: Moral philosophy –
the nature of our moral judgments and reactions, whether they aim at some
objective moral truth, or are mere personal or cultural preferences; and the
possibility of moral responsibility given the sorts of things that cause behavior;
Political philosophy – fundamental questions about the nature of states and their
relationship to the citizens within those states Epistemology – what our
knowledge of the world and ourselves consists in, and how we come to have it;
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and whether we should form beliefs by trusting what other people tell us;
Philosophy of mind – what it means for something to have a mind, and how
minds should be understood and explained; Philosophy of science – foundational
conceptual issues in scientific research and practice, such as whether scientific
theories are true; and Metaphysics - fundamental questions about the nature of
reality, such as whether we have free will, or whether time travel is possible. This
book is designed to be used in conjunction with the free ‘Introduction to
Philosophy’ MOOC (massive open online course) created by the University of
Edinburgh’s Eidyn research centre, and hosted by the Coursera platform
(www.coursera.org/course/introphil).This book is also highly recommended for
anyone looking for a short overview of this fascinating discipline.
What is the origin of our universe? What are dark matter and dark energy? What
is our role in the universe as human beings capable of knowledge? What makes
us intelligent cognitive agents seemingly endowed with consciousness? Scientific
research across both the physical and cognitive sciences raises fascinating
philosophical questions. Philosophy and the Sciences For Everyone introduces
these questions and more. It begins by asking what good is philosophy for the
sciences before examining the following questions: The origin of our universe
Dark matter and dark energy Anthropic reasoning in philosophy and cosmology
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Evolutionary theory and the human mind What is consciousness? Intelligent
machines and the human brain Embodied Cognition. Each chapter includes an
introduction, summary and study questions and there is a glossary of technical
terms. Designed to be used on the corresponding Philosophy and the Sciences
online course offered by the University of Edinburgh this book is also a superb
introduction to central topics in philosophy of science and popular science.
The theory of knowledge, or epistemology, is often regarded as a dry topic that
bears little relation to actual knowledge practices. Knowledge: The Philosophical
Quest in History addresses this perception by showing the roots, developments
and prospects of modern epistemology from its beginnings in the nineteenth
century to the present day. Beginning with an introduction to the central
questions and problems in theory of knowledge, Steve Fuller goes on to
demonstrate that contemporary epistemology is enriched by its interdisciplinarity,
analysing keys areas including: Epistemology as Cognitive Economics
Epistemology as Divine Psychology Epistemology as Philosophy of Science
Epistemology as Sociology of Science Epistemology and Postmodernism. A wideranging and historically-informed assessment of the ways in which man has - and
continues to - pursue, question, contest, expand and shape knowledge, this book
is essential reading anyone in the Humanities and Social Sciences interested in
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the history and practical application of epistemology.
What does it mean to do public policy ethics today? How should philosophers
engage with ethical issues in policy-making when policy decisions are
circumscribed by political and pragmatic concerns? How do ethical issues in
public policy differ between areas such as foreign policy, criminal justice, or
environmental policy? The Routledge Handbook of Ethics and Public Policy
addresses all these questions and more, and is the first handbook of its kind. It is
comprised of 41 chapters written by leading international contributors, and is
organised into four clear sections covering the following key topics: Methodology:
philosophical approaches to public policy, ethical expertise, knowledge, and
public policy Democracy and public policy: identity, integration and inclusion:
voting, linguistic policy, discrimination, youth policy, religious toleration, and the
family Public goods: defence and foreign policy, development and climate
change, surveillance and internal security, ethics of welfare, healthcare and fair
trade, sovereignty and territorial boundaries, and the ethics of nudging Public
policy challenges: criminal justice, policing, taxation, poverty, disability,
reparation, and ethics of death policies. The Routledge Handbook of Ethics and
Public Policy is essential reading for students and researchers in philosophy,
politics, and social policy. It will be equally useful to those in related disciplines,
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such as economics and law, or professional fields, such as business
administration or policy-making in general.
Charles Sanders Peirce (1839-1914) is generally regarded as the founder of
pragmatism, and one of the greatest ever American philosophers. Peirce is also
widely known for his work on truth, his foundational work in mathematical logic,
and an influential theory of signs, or semiotics. Albert Atkin introduces the full
spectrum of Peirce’s thought for those coming to his work for the first time. The
book begins with an overview of Peirce’s life and work, considering his early and
long-standing interest in logic and science, and highlighting important views on
the structure of philosophical thought. Atkin then explains Peirce’s accounts of
pragmatism and truth examining important later developments to these theories.
He then introduces Peirce’s full accounts of semiotics, examines his foundational
work on formal and graphical logic, and introduces Peirce’s account of
metaphysics, the least understood aspect of his philosophy. The final chapter
considers Peirce’s legacy and influence on the thought of philosophers such as
John Dewey and Richard Rorty, as well as highlighting areas where Peirce’s
ideas could still provide important insights for contemporary philosophers.
Including chapter summaries, suggestions for further reading and a glossary, this
invaluable introduction and guide to Peirce’s philosophy is essential reading for
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those new to his work.
The idea of heroism has become thoroughly muddled today. In contemporary
society, any behavior that seems distinctly difficult or unusually impressive is
classified as heroic: everyone from firefighters to foster fathers to freedom
fighters are our heroes. But what motivates these people to act heroically and
what prevents other people from being heroes? In our culture today, what makes
one sort of hero appear more heroic than another sort? In order to answer these
questions, Ari Kohen turns to classical conceptions of the hero to explain the
confusion and to highlight the ways in which distinct heroic categories can be
useful at different times. Untangling Heroism argues for the existence of three
categories of heroism that can be traced back to the earliest Western literature –
the epic poetry of Homer and the dialogues of Plato – and that are complex
enough to resonate with us and assist us in thinking about heroism today. Kohen
carefully examines the Homeric heroes Achilles and Odysseus and Plato’s
Socrates, and then compares the three to each other. He makes clear how and
why it is that the other-regarding hero, Socrates, supplanted the battlefield hero,
Achilles, and the suffering hero, Odysseus. Finally, he explores in detail four
cases of contemporary heroism that highlight Plato’s success. Kohen states that
in a post-Socratic world, we have chosen to place a premium on heroes who
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make other-regarding choices over self-interested ones. He argues that when
humans face the fact of their mortality, they are able to think most clearly about
the sort of life they want to have lived, and only in doing that does heroic action
become a possibility. Kohen’s careful analysis and rethinking of the heroism
concept will be relevant to scholars across the disciplines of political science,
philosophy, literature, and classics.
An inspired gathering of religious writings that reveals the "divine reality" common
to all faiths, collected by Aldous Huxley "The Perennial Philosophy," Aldous
Huxley writes, "may be found among the traditional lore of peoples in every
region of the world, and in its fully developed forms it has a place in every one of
the higher religions." With great wit and stunning intellect—drawing on a diverse
array of faiths, including Zen Buddhism, Hinduism, Taoism, Christian mysticism,
and Islam—Huxley examines the spiritual beliefs of various religious traditions and
explains how they are united by a common human yearning to experience the
divine. The Perennial Philosophy includes selections from Meister Eckhart, Rumi,
and Lao Tzu, as well as the Bhagavad Gita, Tibetan Book of the Dead, Diamond
Sutra, and Upanishads, among many others.
Over the last few decades, the notion of improvisation has enriched and
dynamized research on traditional philosophies of music, theatre, dance, poetry,
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and even visual art. This Handbook offers readers an authoritative collection of
accessible articles on the philosophy of improvisation, synthesizing and
explaining various subjects and issues from the growing wave of journal articles
and monographs in the field. Its 48 chapters, written specifically for this volume
by an international team of scholars, are accessible for students and researchers
alike. The volume is organized into four main sections: I Art and Improvisation:
Theoretical Perspectives II Art and Improvisation: Aesthetical, Ethical, and
Political Perspectives III Improvisation in Musical Practices IV Improvisation in
the Visual, Narrative, Dramatic, and Interactive Arts Key Features: Treats
improvisation not only as a stylistic feature, but also as an aesthetic property of
artworks and performances as well as a core element of artistic creativity. Spells
out multiple aspects of the concept of improvisation, emphasizing its relevance in
understanding the nature of art. Covers improvisation in a wide spectrum of
artistic domains, including unexpected ones such as literature, visual arts,
games, and cooking. Addresses key questions, such as: - How can improvisation
be defined and what is its role in different art forms? - Can improvisation be
perceived as such, and how can it be aesthetically evaluated? - What is the
relationship between improvisation and notions such as action, composition,
expressivity, and authenticity? - What is the ethical and political significance of
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improvisation?
The Routledge Companion to Ancient Philosophy is a collection of new essays
on the philosophy and philosophers of the ancient Greek and Roman worlds.
Written by a cast of international scholars, it covers the full range of ancient
philosophy from the sixth century BC to the sixth century AD and beyond. There
are dedicated discussions of the major areas of the philosophy of Plato and
Aristotle together with accounts of their predecessors and successors. The
contributors also address various problems of interpretation and method,
highlighting the particular demands and interest of working with ancient
philosophical texts. All original texts discussed are translated into English.
Feminist Philosophy: An Introduction provides a comprehensive coverage of the
core elements of feminist philosophy in the analytical tradition. Part 1 examines
the feminist issues and practical problems that confront us as ordinary people.
Part 2 examines the recent and historical arguments surrounding the subject
area, looking into the theoretical frameworks we use to discuss these issues and
applying them to everyday life. With contemporary and lively debates throughout,
Elinor Mason provides a rigorous and yet accessible overview of a rich array of
topics including: feminism in a global context work and care reproductive rights
sex work sexual violence and harassment sexism, oppression, and misogyny
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intersectionality objectification consent ideology, false consciousness, and
adaptive preferences. An outstanding introduction which will equip the reader
with a thorough knowledge of the fundamentals of feminism, Feminist Philosophy
is essential reading for those approaching the subject for the first time.
What is this thing called Philosophy? is the definitive textbook for all who want a
thorough introduction to the field. It introduces philosophy using a question-led
approach that reflects the discursive nature of the discipline. Edited by Duncan
Pritchard, each section is written by a high-profile contributor focusing on a key
area of philosophy, and contains three or four question-based chapters offering
an accessible point of engagement. The core areas of philosophy covered are:
Ethics Political Philosophy Aesthetics Epistemology Philosophy of Mind
Metaphysics Philosophy of Science Philosophy of Religion The Meaning of Life.
The accompanying Routledge companion website features valuable online
resources for both instructors and students including links to audio and video
material, multiple-choice questions, interactive flashcards, essay questions and
annotated further reading. This is the essential textbook for students approaching
the study of philosophy for the first time.
In this book, Henrik Lagerlund offers students, researchers, and advanced
general readers the first complete history of what is perhaps the most famous of
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all philosophical problems: skepticism. As the first of its kind, the book traces the
influence of philosophical skepticism from its roots in the Hellenistic schools of
Pyrrhonism and the Middle Academy up to its impact inside and outside of
philosophy today. Along the way, the book covers skepticism during the Latin,
Arabic, and Greek Middle Ages and during the Renaissance before moving on to
cover Descartes’ methodological skepticism and Pierre Bayle’s superskepticism in the seventeenth century. In the eighteenth century, it deals with
Humean skepticism and the anti-skepticism of Reid, Shepherd, and Kant, taking
care to also include reflections on the connections between idealism and
skepticism (including skepticism in German idealism after Kant). The book covers
similar themes in a chapter on G.E. Moore and Ludwig Wittgenstein, and then
ends its historical overview with a chapter on skepticism in contemporary
philosophy. In the final chapter, Lagerlund captures some of skepticism’s impact
outside of philosophy, highlighting its relation to issues like the replication crisis in
science and knowledge resistance.
Few can imagine a world without telephones or televisions; many depend on
computers and the Internet as part of daily life. Without scientific theory, these
developments would not have been possible. In this exceptionally clear and
engaging introduction to philosophy of science, James Ladyman explores the
Page 26/28

Bookmark File PDF Philosophy For Everyone Routledge
philosophical questions that arise when we reflect on the nature of the scientific
method and the knowledge it produces. He discusses whether fundamental
philosophical questions about knowledge and reality might be answered by
science, and considers in detail the debate between realists and antirealists
about the extent of scientific knowledge. Along the way, central topics in
philosophy of science, such as the demarcation of science from non-science,
induction, confirmation and falsification, the relationship between theory and
observation and relativism are all addressed. Important and complex current
debates over underdetermination, inference to the best explaination and the
implications of radical theory change are clarified and clearly explained for those
new to the subject.
Philosophy, Science and Religion for Everyone brings together these great truthseeking disciplines, and seeks to understand the ways in which they challenge
and inform each other. Key topics and their areas of focus include: •
Foundational Issues – why should anyone care about the science-and-religion
debate? How do scientific claims relate to the truth? Is evolution compatible with
design? • Faith and Rationality – can faith ever be rational? Are theism and
atheism totally opposed? Is God hidden or does God simply not exist? • Faith
and Science - what provides a better explanation for the origin of the
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universe—science or religion? Faith and physics: can they be reconciled? Does
contemporary neuroscience debunk religious belief? Creationism and
evolutionary biology - what constitutes science and what constitutes pseudoscience? • Practical Implications – is fundamentalism just a problem for religious
people? What are the ethical implications of the science-and-religion debate? Do
logic and religion mix? This book is designed to be used in conjunction with the
free ‘Philosophy, Science and Religion’ MOOC (massive open online course)
created by the University of Edinburgh, and hosted by the Coursera platform
(www.coursera.org). This book is also highly recommended for anyone looking
for a concise overview of this fascinating discipline.
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