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This volume is the outcome of a symposium on Asian civil society and a conference on justice and governance held at Griffith
University during 2001. The contributors offer new perspectives on the nature and definition of Asian civil society.
A critical take on the convergence of human rights discourse with the counterterrorism agenda revealing its effects on developing
countries.
The question of what is, and what is not, part of international law is of course fundamental. Traditionally, treaties between states
and custom (state practice) have been seen as the primary means by which international law is created. These two sources, along
with the "general principles oflaw", are specified in the Statute of the International Court of Justice (Article 38), and this text has
long been treated as generally authoritative. However, whether this is still an adequate definition of the sources of international
law, and how they may operate in modern international society,has been questioned in significant ways. Taking Article 38 ICJ
Statute as starting-point, this book provides a careful assessment of all the recognised, or asserted, sources of international law.
Among the issues considered are: the impact of ethical principles on the creation of international law; the existence of peremptory
norms (those of jus cogens), and whether they come into being through the same sources as other norms; the place of these, and
of norms involving rights andobligations erga omnes, in the operation of international legal relationships; the definition and role of
"general principles of law"; whether any of international law's sub-disciplines involve the application of additional sources; and the
continuously evolving relationship between treaty-basedlaw and customary international law. Re-examining the traditional model,
the work takes account of the increasing role of international jurisprudence, and looks at international organisations and non-state
actors as potential new sources of international law. The book provides a perfect introduction to the law of sources, as well
asinnovative perspectives on new developments, making it essential reading for anyone studying or working in any field of
international law.

The Philippines is a fascinating example of a "poor country democracy" where issues of economic development and
poverty, political participation and stability, as well as ethnicity and migration are crucial. The Routledge Handbook of the
Contemporary Philippines provides a comprehensive overview of the current political, economic, social, and cultural
issues of the country. The Handbook is divided into the following four sections concentrating on a different aspect of the
Philippines: domestic politics; foreign relations; economics and social policy; cultures and movements. In terms of
domestic politics, chapters discuss clientelism, bossism, dynasties, pork barrel and corruption as well as institutions - the
presidency, congress, the judiciary, the civil service, political parties, and civilian-military relations. The Philippines is
confronted with many overseas challenges, with the foreign relations section focused on the country’s relationship with
China, Japan, and the USA as well as assessing the impact of the Filipino diaspora community around the world.
Regarding economics and social policy, authors examine industrial policy, capital flight, microfinance, technocracy,
economic nationalism, poverty, social welfare programs, and livelihoods. The final section on Philippine cultures and
movements highlights issues of customs, gender, religion, and nationalism while also examining various social and
political forces - the peasantry, the middle class, indigenous peoples, NGOs, the left, trade unionism, the women’s
movement, and major insurgencies. Written by leading experts in the field, the Handbook provides students, scholars,
and policymakers of Southeast Asia with an interdisciplinary resource on the evolving politics, society, and economics of
the Philippines.
The Historical Dictionary of the Philippines, Third Edition contains a chronology, an introductory essay, an extensive
bibliography, and several hundred cross-referenced dictionary entries.
Over the last few decades there has been growing recognition of the importance of a peaceful and stable South China
Sea for Indo-Pacific security and development, a recognition that has been underlain, paradoxically, by the increasingly
precarious situation in this body of water that straddles critical shipping lanes from the Indian to the Pacific Ocean. This
book informs its readership of the most recent developments in the South China Sea with insightful and prescient
analyses from both legal and international relations perspectives. It delves into the policy perspectives and deliberations
of the various relevant regional and extra-regional actors in the South China Sea dispute, the exercise of international law
in the context of the changing regional political landscape, and the promise and pitfalls of past, current, and potential
initiatives to manage and settle the dispute. Written by some of the most well-known scholars and knowledgeable
insiders in the fields South China Sea studies, the collection offers a wide array of diverse views that should help enrich
the ongoing global discussion on conflict management and resolution in the South China Sea.
Analyzes courts in fourteen selected Asian jurisdictions to provide the most up-to-date and comprehensive interdisciplinary book
available.
Twenty-five years after its ratification, the 1987 Constitution of the Philippines has survived serious attempts to change it during
several presidencies. Why were there attempts and why did they fail? What are the available options to explore Charter Change?
What is a systematic way to explore and pursue it? These and more questions are examined and answered in this book.
This book addresses the persistence of the optical media piracy trade in the Philippines and Vietnam. It goes beyond arguments of
defective law enforcement and copyright legal systems by applying sociological perspectives to examine the socio-economic
forces behind the advent of piracy in the region. Using documentary and ethnographic data, in addition to resistance and
ecological theories in sociology of law and technology as the overall theoretical framework, the book investigates factors that
contribute to this phenomenon and factors that impede the full formalization of the optical media trade in the two countries. These
factors include the government’s attitude towards the informal sector and strong resistance to tougher IPR protection, unstable
and sometimes conflicting policies on technologies, burdensome business registration process and weak enforcement of business
regulations, bureaucratic corruption and loopholes in law enforcement system as well as trade ties with China. In addition to that,
the book highlights the social background of the actors behind the illegal business of counterfeit CDs and DVDs, thereby
explaining the reasons they continue to persist in this type of trade. It invites policymakers, law enforcers, advocates of anti-piracy
groups, and the general public to use a more holistic lens in understanding the persistence of copyright piracy in developing
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countries, shifting the blame from the moral defect of the traders to the current problematic copyright policy and enforcement
structure, and the difficulty of crafting effective anti-piracy measures in a constantly evolving and advancing technological
environment.
Classic story of the last days of Spanish rule in the Philippines.
This book examines administrative law in Asia, exploring the profound changes in the legal regimes of many Asian states that have taken
place in recent years. Political democratization in some countries, economic change more broadly and the forces of globalization have put
pressure on the developmental state model, wherein bureaucrats governed in a kind of managed capitalism and public-private partnerships
were central. In their stead, a more market-oriented regulatory state model seems to be emerging in many jurisdictions, with emphases on
transparency, publicity, and constrained discretion. This book analyses the causes and consequences of this shift from a socio-legal
perspective, showing clearly how decisions about the scope of administrative law and judicial review have an important effect on the shape
and style of government regulation. Taking a comparative approach, individual chapters trace the key developments in the legal regimes of
major states across Asia, including China, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Singapore, the Philippines, Thailand and
Vietnam. They demonstrate that, in many cases, Asian states have shifted away from traditional systems in which judges were limited in
terms of their influence over social and economic policy, towards regulatory models of the state involving a greater role for judges and lawlike processes. The book also considers whether judiciaries are capable of performing the tasks they are being given, and assesses the
profound consequences the judicialization of governance is starting to have on state policy-making in Asia.
Marine Protected Areas Network in the South China Sea suggests legal and political measures to support the development of a network of
marine protected areas in the South China Sea. They could not only help protect the marine environment but also promote peace and
cooperation between regional States.
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Filipino national hero Jose Rizal wrote The Social Cancer in Berlin in 1887. Upon his return to his country, he was summoned to the palace
by the Governor General because of the subversive ideas his book had inspired in the nation. Rizal wrote of his consequent persecution by
the church: "My book made a lot of noise; everywhere, I am asked about it. They wanted to anathematize me ['to excommunicate me']
because of it ... I am considered a German spy, an agent of Bismarck, they say I am a Protestant, a freemason, a sorcerer, a damned soul
and evil. It is whispered that I want to draw plans, that I have a foreign passport and that I wander through the streets by night ..."
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