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The bombing of an American Embassy in Africa pulls Special
Agent Jack Randall out of his current doghouse status with
the FBI and sends him on the trail of one of the worlds most
wanted terrorist. While sifting through the debris, his team
discovers a mysterious shipment of medications. Medications
they soon discover that are valuable enough to kill for. Jack is
forced to embark on two missions, catching the terrorist
responsible for the bombing and discovering the source of the
medications. The trail leads him from the deserts of Africa, to
the Centers for Disease Control, and on to the higher offices
of the United States Government. As the team uncovers the
true nature and purpose of the medications, Jack is faced
with a decades old plot involving secret treaties, biological
warfare, and deadly plagues.
It Has Begun! Drew Murphy is a former Marine and EMT in
Boston. While visiting his mother in Florida, an evil force
releases Pestilence, a man-made virus. Panic and chaos
ensue as a plague of biblical proportions circles the globe,
spreading like wildfire. Trapped hundreds of miles from home
and surrounded by the madness of a crumbling society, Drew
teams up with Steve, a recovering addict who has recently
found God. The pair must put aside their beliefs and work
together if they want to survive and make it home. Hell-bent
on destroying humanity, the sinister entity planned to stop for
nothing until Drew Murphy got in its way. Meanwhile,
Annabelle, Drew’s wife, must face unprecedented challenges
in the face of a pandemic. Having always relied on others,
she’s now forced to fend for herself, while caring for her
elderly mother and toddler daughter. She quickly finds out
what she’s made of. Can Drew safely get through the violent
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and lawless land? Will he make it home in time to stop the
diabolical being and save his family? Or will his own demons
drag them all down? ??????? Pestilence is an award-winning,
action-packed thriller you won’t easily forget. Awards: 2020
TopShelf Book Awards Nominee 2019 Readers Favorite Bronze Medal for Action Fiction Readers Favorite Five Star
Reviews Chanticleer International Book Awards - 2018 Global
Thriller Semi-Finalist 2018 New Apple Book Awards for
Excellence in Independent Publishing – “Official Selection”
EBOOK – SCIENCE FICTION
From the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of ‘March’ and
‘People of the Book’. A young woman’s struggle to save her
family and her soul during the extraordinary year of 1666,
when plague suddenly struck a small Derbyshire village.
The compelling, taut and suspenseful conclusion to The Last
Hours As the year 1349 approaches, the Black Death
continues its devastating course across England. In
Dorseteshire, the quarantined people of Develish question
whether they are the only survivors. Guided by their beloved
young mistress, Lady Anne, they wait, knowing that when
their dwindling stores are finally gone they will have no choice
but to leave. But where will they find safety in the desolate
wasteland outside? One man has the courage to find out.
Thaddeus Thurkell, a freethinking, educated serf, strikes out
in search of supplies and news. A compelling leader, he and
his companions quickly throw off the shackles of serfdom and
set their minds to ensuring Develish’s future—and freedom for
its people. But what use is freedom that cannot be gained
lawfully? When Lady Anne and Thaddeus conceive an
audacious plan to secure her people’s independence, neither
foresees the life-threatening struggle over power, money and
religion that follows…
From award winning author Brian L Porter comes the thriller
sensation of the year. 'Pestilence' leads where others will
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follow in creating a scare-fest that will terrify, entertain and
astound the reader. Pestilence....breathe if you dare! The
year is 1958, the place, an idyllic village in the heart of the
English countryside. Olney St. Mary has stood in its peaceful
rural location for over 900 years. Suddenly however, the
peace of the community is shattered when two teenage boys
are stricken with a mystery illness. The newly arrived village
doctor suspects 'flu to be the cause of their malady. Her initial
diagnosis is terribly and tragically wrong! Before long, Doctor
Hilary Newton and the residents of Olney are plunged into a
nightmare of Biblical proportions as the death toll rises and no
cure can be found for the disease that ravages the local
population, despite the doctors employing the latest
antibiotics available to them. Somehow, this plague is
different! Help arrives in the form of a medical team from the
outside, but the bodies continue to pile up. Someone,
somewhere, perhaps within the community itself, knows the
reason behind the pestilence that has struck at the heart of
the village, but will the medics learn the truth before it's too
late, or will they too join the growing list of names that appear
on the roll of death roll in Olney St. Mary? When a mysterious
explosion wreaks havoc in the children's playground, followed
by a second lethal blast in Olney's makeshift field hospital the
sinister and unbelievable truth behind the pestilence begins to
slowly reveal itself. Award-winning author Brian L Porter takes
terror to a new dimension as an age old horror returns to
nineteen fifties rural England. This time however, the
pestilence itself appears to have evolved!
Breathe... if you dare. English countryside, 1958. The idyllic
village of Olney St. Mary has stood in its peaceful location for
over 900 years. Until one day, when two teenage boys are
struck by a mysterious illness. The newly arrived Doctor
Hilary Newton suspects a common flu to be the cause of their
malady. Before long, the doctor and residents of Olney St.
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Mary are plunged into a nightmare, as the disease ravages
the local population. Despite the doctors employing the latest
medicine available, the death toll keeps rising. Someone in
the village knows the reason behind the pestilence that has
struck at the heart of the village, but can the medics learn the
truth before it's too late, or will they join the growing list of
names that appear on the death roll in Olney St. Mary?
FIRST, THE STRANGE CREATURES FROM THE RIVER.
THEN THE HORDES OF KILLER MOSQUITOES. THEN
THE RAGING PLAGUE. AMIDST THE RAVAGES OF
DEATH AND PESTILENCE, ONE DOCTOR TURNS TO AN
ANCIENT CURE. In a warming world, the stage is set for
malevolent storms, deadly diseases, and human conflict. As
the death toll rises and vital resources thin out, bigotry rears
its ugly horns and racial tension ignites. When life-saving
drugs run out and hospital morgues turn into mass graves,
Dr. Jamal Jackson hatches a contentious plan: unleash a
beast to kill another beast--extinguish the plague with a
genetic anomaly that he, ironically, had long since vowed to
purge from the face of the earth. Then it occurs to him. The
very race that history had once condemned could very well be
the most resilient of all--and the very gene that he had so
reviled could be the very cure that could save all.
In this chilling historical mystery, young girls go missing from
a medieval English village and Lord Oswald de Lacy must
find the killer before tragedy strikes again. Oswald de Lacy
was never meant to be the Lord of Somerhill Manor.
Despatched to a monastery at the age of seven, sent back at
seventeen when his father and two older brothers are killed
by the Plague, Oswald has no experience of running an
estate. He finds the years of pestilence and neglect have
changed the old place dramatically, not to mention the
attitude of the surviving peasants. Yet some things never
change. Oswald's mother remains the powerful matriarch of
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the family, and his sister Clemence simmers in the
background, dangerous and unmarried. Before he can do
anything, Oswald is confronted by the shocking death of a
young woman, Alison Starvecrow. The ambitious village
priest claims that Alison was killed by a band of demonic dogheaded men. Oswald is certain this is nonsense, but proving
it—by finding the real murderer—is quite a different matter.
Every step he takes seems to lead Oswald deeper into a dark
maze of political intrigue, family secrets and violent strife. And
then the body of another girl is found. Sarah Sykes brilliantly
evokes the landscape and people of medieval Kent in this
thrillingly suspenseful debut.
A fascinating work of detective history, The Black Death
traces the causes and far-reaching consequences of this
infamous outbreak of plague that spread across the continent
of Europe from 1347 to 1351. Drawing on sources as diverse
as monastic manuscripts and dendrochronological studies
(which measure growth rings in trees), historian Robert S.
Gottfried demonstrates how a bacillus transmitted by rat fleas
brought on an ecological reign of terror -- killing one
European in three, wiping out entire villages and towns, and
rocking the foundation of medieval society and civilization.
From the bestselling author of The Plague Tales comes a
spellbinding new novel that sweeps from medieval France to
America in the year 2007—interweaving two gripping stories
and two extraordinary eras.... In fourteenth-century France,
pockets of plague still bring death to peasants and noblemen
alike. Amid the fury and the chaos, Dr. Alejandro Canches
searches for a safe haven, accompanied by his foster child,
Kate—the illegitimate daughter of Edward Plantagenet. But
both disease and human enemies pursue them, and their
only hope for survival is a rebel leader... and medical secrets
that lie hidden in an ancient manuscript. Seven hundred
years later, Dr. Janie Crowe is searching for the cure for a
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crippling disease in a world where genetic engineering has
gone mad. A repressive government wants to stop her,
unnamed benefactors want to help her, and time is running
out to find answers linking two dark eras, two dedicated
doctors, and one miraculous book....
Inquisitor Eisenhorn returns in a stunning new novel that pits
him against his oldest foe, forcing him to finally confront the
growing darkness within his own soul. Inquisitor Gregor
Eisenhorn has spent his life stalking the darkest and most
dangerous corners of the galaxy in pursuit of heresy and
Chaos, but how long can a man walk that path without
succumbing to the lure of the warp? Pursuing heretics in the
remote worlds of the Imperium, Eisenhorn must confront the
truth about himself. Is he still a champion of the Throne? Or
has he been seduced by the very evil that he hunts? The
Magos is the brand new, full-length fourth novel in the hugely
popular Eisenhorn series. This paperback edition also
includes the definitive casebook of Gregor Eisenhorn,
collecting together all twelve of Dan Abnett’s Inquisition short
stories, several of which have never been in print before.
These additional stories have been compiled by the author to
act as an essential prologue to this long-awaited new novel,
while also serving as an indispensable companion to the
original Eisenhorn trilogy.
La sparizione di cadaveri dall’obitorio dello Skelmore
General, contemporaneamente a inspiegabili decessi
inducono il dottor James Saracen, medico del Pronto
Soccorso, a compiere personalmente delle indagini per
stabilirne la causa. Intrighi nello staff medico e una
cospirazione tesa a nascondere la causa della morte di una
donna giunta in Inghilterra dall’estero, spingono Saracen a
sospettare la presenza di un virus letale. In pochi giorni
decine di persone affollano l’ospedale e tutte presentano gli
stessi sintomi: crisi respiratorie e febbre elevata. Le consuete
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terapie antibiotiche s rivelano molto presto inefficaci. Lo
scoppio dell’epidemia obbliga la città ad affrontare la legge
marziale. Ma di quale malattia si tratta? Saracen è solo con i
suoi sospetti e sarà la passione per Jill Rawling, infermiera
dello Skelmore, a farlo andare avanti fino alla scoperta
sensazionale.
PestilencePocket Books
“A frightening and fascinating masterpiece of science
reporting that reads like a detective story.” —Walter Isaacson
In 1976 a deadly virus emerged from the Congo forest. As
swiftly as it came, it disappeared, leaving no trace. Over the
four decades since, Ebola has emerged sporadically, each
time to devastating effect. It can kill up to 90 percent of its
victims. In between these outbreaks, it is untraceable, hiding
deep in the jungle. The search is on to find Ebola’s elusive
host animal. And until we find it, Ebola will continue to strike.
Acclaimed science writer and explorer David Quammen first
came near the virus while he was traveling in the jungles of
Gabon, accompanied by local men whose village had been
devastated by a recent outbreak. Here he tells the story of
Ebola—its past, present, and its unknowable future. Extracted
from Spillover by David Quammen, updated and with
additional material.
In 1918, the Italian-Americans of New York, the Yupik of
Alaska and the Persians of Mashed had almost nothing in
common except for a virus--one that triggered the worst
pandemic of modern times and had a decisive effect on the
history of the twentieth century. The Spanish flu of 1918-1920
was one of the greatest human disasters of all time. It
infected a third of the people on Earth--from the poorest
immigrants of New York City to the king of Spain, Franz
Kafka, Mahatma Gandhi and Woodrow Wilson. But despite a
death toll of between 50 and 100 million people, it exists in
our memory as an afterthought to World War I. In this gripping
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narrative history, Laura Spinney traces the overlooked
pandemic to reveal how the virus travelled across the globe,
exposing mankind's vulnerability and putting our ingenuity to
the test. As socially significant as both world wars, the
Spanish flu dramatically disrupted--and often permanently
altered--global politics, race relations and family structures,
while spurring innovation in medicine, religion and the arts. It
was partly responsible, Spinney argues, for pushing India to
independence, South Africa to apartheid and Switzerland to
the brink of civil war. It also created the true "lost generation."
Drawing on the latest research in history, virology,
epidemiology, psychology and economics, Pale Rider
masterfully recounts the little-known catastrophe that forever
changed humanity.
A vivid, sweeping history of mankind’s battles with infectious
disease, for readers of the #1 New York Times bestsellers
Yuval Harari’s Sapiens and John Barry’s The Great
Influenza. For four thousand years, the size and vitality of
cities, economies, and empires were heavily determined by
infection. Striking humanity in waves, the cycle of plagues set
the tempo of civilizational growth and decline, since common
response to the threat was exclusion—quarantining the sick or
keeping them out. But the unprecedented hygiene and
medical revolutions of the past two centuries have allowed
humanity to free itself from the hold of epidemic
cycles—resulting in an urbanized, globalized, and
unimaginably wealthy world. However, our development has
lately become precarious. Climate and population fluctuations
and aspects of our prosperity such as global trade have left
us more vulnerable than ever to newly emerging plagues.
Greater global cooperation toward sustainable health is
urgently required—such as the international efforts to harvest
a Covid-19 vaccine—with millions of lives and trillions of
dollars at stake. Written as colorful history, The Plague Cycle
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reveals the relationship between civilization, globalization,
prosperity, and infectious disease over the past five millennia.
It harnesses history, economics, and public health, and charts
humanity’s remarkable progress, providing a fascinating and
timely look at the cyclical nature of infectious disease.

“Like Outlander with an Italian accent.” —Real
Simple “A detailed historical novel, a multifaceted
mystery, and a moving tale of improbable love.”
—Publishers Weekly, starred review A NEW YORK
POST MUST-READ BOOK Readers of Diana
Gabaldon’s Outlander and Tracy Chevalier’s Girl
with a Pearl Earring…will be swept away by the spell
of medieval Siena” (Library Journal, starred review)
in this transporting love story and gripping historical
mystery. Accomplished neurosurgeon Beatrice
Trovato knows that her deep empathy for her
patients is starting to impede her work. So when her
beloved brother passes away, she welcomes the
unexpected trip to the Tuscan city of Siena to
resolve his estate, even as she wrestles with grief.
But as she delves deeper into her brother’s affairs,
she discovers intrigue she never imagined—a
700-year-old conspiracy to decimate the city. As
Beatrice explores the evidence further, she uncovers
the journal and paintings of the fourteenth-century
artist Gabriele Accorsi. But when she finds a startling
image of her own face, she is suddenly transported
to the year 1347. She awakens in a Siena unfamiliar
to her, one that will soon be hit by the Plague. Yet
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when Beatrice meets Accorsi, something
unexpected happens: she falls in love—not only with
Gabriele, but also with the beauty and cadence of
medieval life. As the Plague and the ruthless hands
behind its trajectory threaten not only her survival but
also Siena’s very existence, Beatrice must decide in
which century she belongs. The Scribe of Siena is
the captivating story of a brilliant woman’s
passionate affair with a time and a place that
captures her in an impossibly romantic and
dangerous trap—testing the strength of fate and the
bonds of love.
Tired and sick of a life of violence, hitman Isaac
Rhett is ready to retire after one last assignment. But
the assignment turns out to be a trap and pits him
against the deadliest assassin in the world, Gustav
Fabrice.
Looking beyond the view of the plague as
unmitigated catastrophe, Herlihy finds evidence for
its role in the advent of new population controls, the
establishment of universities, the spread of
Christianity, the dissemination of vernacular cultures,
and even the rise of nationalism. This book, which
displays a distinguished scholar's masterly synthesis
of diverse materials, reveals that the Black Death
can be considered the cornerstone of the
transformation of Europe.
A haunting tale of human resilience in the face of
unrelieved horror, Camus' novel about a bubonic
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plague ravaging the people of a North African
coastal town is a classic of twentieth-century
literature.
A New York Times Notable Book from the author of
A Stolen Tongue: A tale of crime and survival in
nineteenth-century England “as unsettling as it is
brilliant” (The Washington Post Book World). In
Sunderland, England, a city quarantined by the
cholera epidemic of 1831, a defiant, fifteen-year-old
beauty in an elegant blue dress sells her body to
feed her only love: a fragile baby boy. When the
surgeon Henry Chiver offers Gustine a different kind
of work, she hopes to finally change her terrible
circumstances. But Chiver was recently implicated in
the famous case of Burke and Hare, who murdered
beggars and sold their corpses for medical research.
And soon, Gustine’s own efforts to secure cadavers
for Chiver’s anatomy school will threaten the very
things she’s working so hard to protect . . .
“Reminiscent of Wuthering Heights . . . or the novels
of Dickens . . . An even better book than Holman’s
first, with prose that’s more limber and vivid—and
with, appropriately, even more heart.” —The New
York Times Book Review “As unsettling as it is
brilliant. Holman attempts Herculean feats of plot
and character, and the resulting novel is seamlessly
crafted.” —The Washington Post Book World
“Holman seduces you. Her prose, tart, racy and
somber, will sing in your soul a long while.” —Frank
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McCourt, author of Angela’s Ashes “Holman’s style
is risky and direct . . . with unflinching emotional
precision. This dazzlingly researched epic is an
uncommon read.” —Publisher Weekly, starred review
WHERE HAVE AMERICA'S MISSING PERSONS
GONE? As a doctor in the post-Blackout United
States of America of 2087, Joe Barnes struggles to
save his patients and uphold his Hippocratic Oath.
Even so, he's an idealist, and his home life is one of
happy expectation as he and his wife Mary prepare
to welcome their first child after a "medical miracle"
makes their dream possible.But a teenaged boy dies
unexpectedly on Barnes' watch and a girl goes
missing, and as Barnes becomes obsessed with
finding the killer, patients keep dropping dead from
strange diseases that should no longer exist at the
end of the 21st century. With the help of his mentor,
he chases a phantom force at work in the hospital
and discovers a terrifying link to a human
experimentation program from the barelyremembered chaos of World War II. The forces
behind the spreading pestilence threaten to spark
another global cataclysm - and slaughter Barnes's
young family - unless the good doctor can stop them
in time.
A spine-chilling saga of virulent racism, human folly,
and the ultimate triumph of scientific progress. For
Chinese immigrant Wong Chut King, surviving in
San Francisco meant a life in the shadows. His
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passing on March 6, 1900, would have been
unremarkable if a city health officer hadn’t noticed a
swollen black lymph node on his groin—a sign of
bubonic plague. Empowered by racist
pseudoscience, officials rushed to quarantine
Chinatown while doctors examined Wong’s tissue
for telltale bacteria. If the devastating disease was
not contained, San Francisco would become the
American epicenter of an outbreak that had already
claimed ten million lives worldwide. To local press,
railroad barons, and elected officials, such a
possibility was inconceivable—or inconvenient. As
they mounted a cover-up to obscure the threat,
ending the career of one of the most brilliant
scientists in the nation in the process, it fell to federal
health officer Rupert Blue to save a city that refused
to be rescued. Spearheading a relentless crusade
for sanitation, Blue and his men patrolled the squalid
streets of fast-growing San Francisco, examined
gory black buboes, and dissected diseased rats that
put the fate of the entire country at risk. In the
tradition of Erik Larson and Steven Johnson, Randall
spins a spellbinding account of Blue’s race to
understand the disease and contain its spread—the
only hope of saving San Francisco, and the nation,
from a gruesome fate.
From the bestselling author of The Sacred Blood
comes a new thriller, perfect for fans of Dan Brown.
MESOPOTAMIA, 4004 BC: THE DAWN OF
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CIVILIZATION An exotic stranger appears in a small
village. Mesmerizing in her beauty and command,
she is venerated as a goddess, until she unleashes
a horror beyond anything humankind has even
known. IRAQ, PRESENT DAY: THE SUNSET OF
CIVILIZATION A mercenary unit in northern Iraq, led
by Sergeant Jason Yaeger, has trapped radical
Islam’s most wanted target inside a mysterious
cave. An ancient mural in the cave’s opening
depicts the brutal beheading of an unknown
goddess, yet its twisting tunnels hide a series of hightech surveillance cameras. When a Marine platoon
seeks to control the extraction mission, a threat far
more ominous is found lurking beneath the
mountains. Meanwhile, in Boston, Massachusetts,
Agent Thomas Flaherty tracks down glamorous
archaeologist Brooke Thompson, who he suspects
holds some answers to the cave’s ancient mystery.
But when she narrowly escapes an assassination
attempt, it becomes clear that someone else is
determined to keep her quiet; someone intent on
using the cave’s deepest secret to bring the Middle
East to its knees.
We have lived in a world that had, until the arrival in
2020 of the coronavirus Covid-19, not suffered a
serious pandemic for a century, and society had
almost forgotten the enormous impact created by
highly infectious diseases. Infectious diseases,
however, played major roles in ending the Golden
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Age of Athens, wrecked Justinian's plans to restore
the Roman Empire to its former glory, and killed
untold millions in Latin America after the Spanish
invasion. Armies of Pestilence explores the impact of
these diseases on history. Despite their importance,
historians have tended to minimise the role of
infectious disease - partly because of a lack of
scientific knowledge, and this has resulted in a
distorted view both of the past and of the danger of
disease to modern society. In Armies of Pestilence,
R.S. Bray, a distinguished biologist who here shows
himself also to be an able historian, corrects this
view. The book surveys the principal epidemics
around the world and across the centuries, in each
case discussing the origins of the outbreaks, the
symptoms, the mortality rate and the social and
economic effect. Where particular diseases cannot
be identified with certainty the best scholarly
opinions are discussed. Bray pays special attention
to the infamous Yersina pestis, the organism that
caused the Black Death. Other diseases discussed
include malaria, smallpox, typhus, cholera and
influenza, and AIDS. One of the themes of the book
is the relationship between disease and war, with the
former often causing more deaths than the latter, as
was the case with the great influenza pandemic of
1918-19, at the end of the First World War. The
inability of governments to deal effectively with
disease is also made clear.
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When a prominent lawyer is shot while waiting at a
suburban stop sign it sets off a nation-wide manhunt
for an elusive killer. Special Agent Jack Randall of
the FBI finds himself appointed to track down and
stop the shooter. Not by his superiors, but by the
killer himself. As more bodies fall the shooter takes
his message to the press, earning the support of the
public with his choice of targets and confounding the
FBI at every turn. From the desert of Nevada to the
urban jungle of New York City, Jack and his team
follow the trail of bodies and haunting messages left
behind by the killer. With the pressure to find him
mounting on Jack, the assassin’s crimes grow
bolder, and his message more sinister and closer to
home. It becomes clear to Jack that in order to find
the shooter, he may have to look inside his own
past, and become the man he was years ago.
In this medical thriller, cover-ups by the head
consultant in a busy National Health hospital cannot
conceal the shocking reality of an outbreak of
plague. It is up to the conscientious Dr Saracen to
trace its source - in the sinister ruins of a medieval
monastery.
At an internment camp in Indonesia, forty-seven
people are pronounced dead with acute hemorrhagic
fever. When epidemiologist Henry Parsons travels
there on behalf of the World Health Organization to
investigate, what he finds will have staggering
repercussions. Halfway across the globe, the deputy
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director of U.S. Homeland Security scrambles to
mount a response to the rapidly spreading pandemic
leapfrogging around the world, which she believes
may be the result of an act of biowarfare. And a
rogue experimenter in man-made diseases is
preparing his own terrifying solution. As alreadyfraying global relations begin to snap, the virus
slashes across the United States, dismantling
institutions and decimating the population. With his
own wife and children facing diminishing odds of
survival, Henry travels from Indonesia to Saudi
Arabia to his home base at the CDC in Atlanta,
searching for a cure and for the origins of this
seemingly unknowable disease.
Like her bestselling THE GLASSBLOWER OF
MURANO, Marina Fiorato's fifth unforgettable
historical love story is set in Venice. For fans of
Philippa Gregory, Sarah Dunant and Alison Weir.
1576. Five years after the defeat of the Ottoman
Empire at the Battle of Lepanto, a ship steals
unnoticed into Venice bearing a deadly cargo. A man
more dead than alive, disembarks and staggers into
Piazza San Marco. He brings a gift to Venice from
Constantinople. Within days the city is infected with
bubonic plague - and the Turkish Sultan has his
revenge. But the ship also holds a secret stowaway Feyra, a young and beautiful harem doctor fleeing a
future as the Sultan's concubine. Only her wits and
medical knowledge keep her alive as the plague
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ravages Venice. In despair the Doge commissions
the architect Andrea Palladio to build the greatest
church of his career - an offering to God so
magnificent that Venice will be saved. But Palladio's
own life is in danger too, and it will require all skills of
medico Annibale Cason, the city's finest plague
doctor, to keep him alive. But what Annibale had not
counted on was meeting Feyra, who is now under
Palladio's protection, a woman who can not only
match his medical skills but can also teach him how
to care.
When the wise woman Magda Digby is suspected of
murder, Owen Archer sets out to prove her
innocence in this intricately plotted medieval
mystery. May, 1375. Owen Archer returns from
London to find York in chaos. While the citizens are
living in terror of the pestilence which is spreading
throughout the land, a new physician has arrived,
whipping up fear and suspicion against traditional
healers and midwives. With the backing of the new
archbishop, he is especially hostile towards Magda
Digby, the wise woman who has helped and healed
the people of York for many years. At the same time,
Magda is uneasy about the arrival of two long-lost
kinsfolk. Though they say they are seeking her help,
she senses a hidden agenda. Magda’s troubles
deepen when she discovers a body in the river near
her home – and finds herself under suspicion of
murder. Days later, fire rips through a warehouse in
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the city. Amongst the charred debris lies the body of
a man – not burned, but stabbed in the back. Could
there be a connection to the corpse in the river?
Determined to prove Magda’s innocence, Owen
sets out to find answers – but the more he uncovers,
the deeper the mystery becomes . . .
“Part historical novel, part futuristic adventure . . .
chock full of curious lore and considerable
suspense.”—Entertainment Weekly It is history's
most feared disease. It turned neighbor against
neighbor, the civilized into the savage, and the living
into the dead. Now, in a spellbinding novel of
adventure and science, romance and terror, two eras
are joined by a single trace of microscopic
bacterium—the invisible seeds of a new bubonic
plague. In the year 1348, a disgraced Spanish
physician crosses a landscape of horrors to Avignon,
France. There, he will be sent on an impossible
mission to England, to save the royal family from the
Black Death. . . . Nearly seven hundred years later, a
woman scientist digs up a clod of earth in London. In
a world where medicine is tightly controlled, she will
unearth a terror lying dormant for centuries. From
the primitive cures of the Middle Ages to the
biological police state of our near future, The Plague
Tales is a thrilling race against time and mass
destruction. For in 2005, humankind's last hope for
survival can come only from one place: out of a dark
and tortured past. Praise for The Plague Tales
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“Benson reveals a formidable talent as she blends
historical fiction with a near-future biothriller.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)
“Harrowing . . . Will give readers both nightmares
and thrills . . . A carefully woven page-turner from
which . . . Robin Cook and Michael Crichton could
learn.”—Library Journal “A hard-to-put-down thriller
steeped in historical fiction and bio-tech scifi.”—Middlesex News (Mass.)
Tells the history of diseases and epidemics and
presents some information on efforts to fight them.
In this biological thriller of the near future,
postinsurrection Mexico has undermined the
superpower of the United States. But while the rivals
battle over borders, a pestilence beyond politics
threatens to explode into a worldwide epidemic. . . .
Since the rise of the Holy Renaissance,
Ascension—once known as Mexico City—has become
the most populous city in the world, its citizens linked
to a central government net through wetware
implanted in their brains. But while their dictator
grows fat with success, the masses are captivated
by Sister Domenica, an insurgent nun whose weekly
pirate broadcasts prophesy a wave of death. All too
soon, Domenica’s nightmarish prediction proves
true, and Ascension’s hospitals are overrun with
victims of a deadly fever. As the rampant plague kills
too quickly to be contained, Mexico smuggles its last
hope over the violently contested border. . . . Henry
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David Stark is a crack virus hunter for the American
Center for Disease Control and a veteran of global
humanitarian efforts. But this disease is unlike any
he’s seen before—and there seems to be no way to
cure or control it. Racing against time, Stark battles
corruption to uncover a horrifying truth: this is no
ordinary outbreak but a deliberately unleashed manmade virus . . . and the killer is someone Stark
knows.
Examines "the true story of America's first plague
epidemic--the public health doctors who desperately
fought to end it, the political leaders who tried to
keep it hidden, and the brave scientists who
uncovered the plague's secrets"--Amazon.com.
It Has Begun!Drew Murphy is an alcoholic on the
verge of divorce. Hundreds of miles away from
home, an evil presence releases Pestilence, the first
of the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse. Panic and
chaos ensue as a plague of biblical proportions
circles the globe spreading like wildfire. Surrounded
by the madness of a crumbling society, Drew, an
EMT and former Marine, teams up with Steve, a
recovering addict who has now found God. The pair
must put their beliefs aside and work together if they
wish to survive.Can Drew lead the group safely
through a violent and lawless land? Will he make it
home in time to save his family or will his demons
drag them all down?Addiction & Pestilence is an
award-winning, action-packed thriller you won't
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easily forget. Don't miss the electrifying start of this
modern-day retelling of the Four Horsemen of the
Apocalypse! Contains strong language and violence.
A fast-spreading disease with no cure takes the
United States by storm in Robin Cook's “most
harrowing medical horror story” (The New York
Times). Murder and intrigue reach epidemic
proportions when a devastating plague sweeps the
country. Dr. Marissa Blumenthal of the Atlanta
Centers for Disease Control investigates—and soon
uncovers the medical world's deadliest secret...
#1 New York Times bestselling author Kathy Reichs
returns with her twentieth gripping novel featuring
forensic anthropologist Temperance Brennan, whose
examinations of unidentified bodies ignite a terrifying
series of events. “This is A-game Reichs, with crisp
prose, sharp dialogue, and plenty of suspense”
(Booklist). On the way to hurricane-ravaged Isle of
Palms, a barrier island off the South Carolina coast,
Tempe receives a call from the Charleston coroner.
The storm has tossed ashore a medical waste
container. Inside are two decomposed bodies
wrapped in plastic sheeting and bound with electrical
wire. Tempe recognizes many of the details as
identical to those of an unsolved case she handled in
Quebec fifteen years earlier. With a growing sense
of foreboding, she travels to Montreal to gather
evidence. Meanwhile, health authorities in South
Carolina become increasingly alarmed as a human
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flesh-eating contagion spreads. So focused is
Tempe on identifying the container victims that,
initially, she doesn’t register how their murders and
the pestilence may be related. But she does
recognize one unsettling fact. Someone is protecting
a dark secret—and willing to do anything to keep it
hidden. An absorbing look at the sinister uses to
which genetics can be put and featuring a cascade
of ever-more-shocking revelations, The Bone Code
is “a murder mystery story that races across
America at the speed of fright” (James Patterson).
INSTANT NATIONAL BESTSELLER “A tightly
plotted thriller, energetic and completely believable.”
Booklist No person is left unscathed, no family
untouched. Death grows insatiable. Alana Vaughn,
an infectious diseases expert with NATO, is urgently
summoned to Genoa by an ex-lover to examine a
critically ill patient. She’s stunned to discover that
the illness is a recurrence of the Black Death. Alana
soon suspects bioterrorism, but her WHO
counterpart, Byron Menke, disagrees. In their
desperate hunt to track down Patient Zero, they
stumble across an 800-year-old monastery and a
medieval journal that might hold the secret to the
present-day outbreak. With the lethal disease
spreading fast and no end in sight, it’s a race
against time to uncover the truth before millions die.
An eye-opening anthology from the bestselling editor
of Histories of Nations, exploring how people around
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the globe have suffered and survived during plague
and pandemic, from the ancient world to the present.
Plague, pestilence, and pandemics have been a part
of the human story from the beginning and have
been reflected in art and writing at every turn.
Humankind has always struggled with illness; and
the experiences of different cities and countries have
been compared and connected for thousands of
years. Many great authors have published their
eyewitness accounts and survivor stories of the
great contagions of the past. When the great Muslim
traveler Ibn Battuta visited Damascus in 1348 during
the great plague, which went on to kill half of the
population, he wrote about everything he saw. He
reported, "God lightened their affliction; for the
number of deaths in a single day at Damascus did
not attain 2,000, while in Cairo it reached the figure
of 24,000 a day." From the plagues of ancient Egypt
recorded in Genesis to those like the Black Death
that ravaged Europe in the Middle Ages, and from
the Spanish flu of 1918 to the Covid-19 pandemic in
our own century, this anthology contains fascinating
accounts. Editor Peter Furtado places the human
experience at the center of these stories,
understanding that the way people have responded
to disease crises over the centuries holds up a mirror
to our own actions and experiences. Plague,
Pestilence and Pandemic includes writing from
around the world and highlights the shared
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emotional responses to pandemics: from rage,
despair, dark humor, and heartbreak, to finally, hope
that it may all be over. By connecting these moments
in history, this book places our own reactions to the
Covid-19 pandemic within the longer human story.
A quarterly of comparative studies of Chinese and
foreign literatures.
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