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This book explores the meaning of local ownership in peacebuilding and
examines the ways in which it has been, and could be, operationalized in postconflict environments. In the context of post-conflict peacebuilding, the idea of
local ownership is based upon the premise that no peace process is sustainable
in the absence of a meaningful degree of local involvement. Despite growing
recognition of the importance of local ownership, however, relatively little
attention has been paid to specifying what precisely the concept means or how it
might be implemented. This volume contributes to the ongoing debate on the
future of liberal peacebuilding through a critical investigation of the notion of local
ownership, and challenges conventional assumptions about who the relevant
locals are and what they are expected to own. Drawing on case studies from
Bosnia, Afghanistan and Haiti, the text argues that local ownership can only be
fostered through a long-term consensus-building process, which involves all
levels of the conflict-affected society. This book will be of great interest to
students of peacebuilding, peace and conflict studies, development studies,
security studies and IR.
The book examines how ex-combatants in post-war and peacebuilding settings
engage in politics, as seen in the case of Liberia. The political mobilization of
former combatants after war is often perceived as a threat, ultimately
undermining the security and stability of the state. This book questions this
simplified view and argues that understanding the political voice of former
combatants is imperative. Their post-war role is not black and white; they are not
just bad or good citizens, but rather engage in multiple political roles: spoilers,
victims, disengaged, beneficiaries, as well as motivated and active citizens. By
looking at the political attitudes and values of former combatants, and their
understanding of how politics functions, the book sheds new light on the political
reintegration of ex-combatants. It argues that political reintegration needs to be
given serious attention at the micro-level, but also needs to be scrutinized in two
ways: first, through the level of political involvement, which reflects the extent and
width of the ex-combatants’ voice. Second, in order to make sense of political
reintegration, we also need to uncover what values and norms inform their
political involvement. The content of their political voice is captured through a
comparison with democratic ideals. Based on interviews with over 100 Liberian
ex-combatants, the book highlights that their relationship with politics overall
should be characterized as an expression of a 'politics of affection'. This book will
be of much interest to students of peacebuilding, African politics,
democratization, political sociology, conflict resolution and IR/Security Studies in
general.
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Decades after the end of the World War II East Asia continues to struggle with
lingering animosities and unresolved historical grievances in domestic, bilateral
and regional memory landscapes. China, Japan and the Korea share a history of
inter- and intra-violence, self-other identity construction and diametrically
opposed interpretations of the past. Routledge Handbook of Memory and
Reconciliation in East Asia offers a complete overview of the challenges of
national memory and ideological rivalry for reconciliation in the East Asian region.
Chapters provide authoritative analyses of contentious issues such as comfort
women, the Nanjing massacre, history textbook controversies, shared heritage
sites, colonial rule, territorial disputes and restitution. By interweaving memory,
human rights and reconciliation the contributors actively explore real prospects of
redressing past wrongs and achieving peaceful coexistence at personal as well
as governmental levels. Bringing together an international team of experts, this
book is an essential read for students and scholars of East Asian studies,
anthropology, gender studies, history, international relations, law, political
science, and sociology, and for those interested in memory and reconciliation
issues.
This book aims to bridge the gap between what are generally referred to as ‘topdown’ and ‘bottom-up’ approaches to peacebuilding. After the experience of a
physical and psychological trauma, the period of individual healing and recovery
is intertwined with political and social reconciliation. The prospects for social and
political reconciliation are undermined when a ‘top-down’ approach is favoured
over the ‘bottom-up strategy’- the prioritization of structural stability over societal
well-being. Peacebuilding, Memory and Reconciliation explores the inextricable
link between psychological recovery and socio-political reconciliation, and the
political issues that dominate this relationship. Through an examination of the
construction of social narratives about or for peace, the text offers a new
perspective on peacebuilding, which challenges and questions the very nature of
the dichotomy between ‘top-down’ and ‘bottom-up’ approaches. This book will
be of much interest to students of peacebuilding, peace and conflict studies,
social psychology, political science and IR in general.
The volume is the first study to explore the intersection of memory and
securitisation in the European context. By analysing a variety of practices ranging
from film to art and new media, the book expands the existing theoretical
framework of securitisation. The authors consider memory as a precondition for
contemporary integration projects such as the European Union, and also
showcase how memory is used to stage international conflicts. Following this
memory-securitisation nexus, the European Union, and Europe more generally,
emerges as an on-going cultural, political and social project. The book also
examines developments outside the EU such as the conflict in Ukraine and the
creation of the Eurasian Economic Union, which, the authors argues, have a
profound impact on Europe. From a consideration of historical contexts such as
national referenda the discussion proceeds to media and film analysis, artistic
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practice and more transient phenomena such as climate change.
How do former enemies reconcile after civil wars? Do they ever really reconcile in
any complete sense? How is political reunification related to longer-term cultural
reintegration? Bringing together experts on civil wars around the modern world –
the United States, Spain, Rwanda, Colombia, Russia, and more - this volume
provides comparative and transnational analysis of the challenges that arise in
the aftermath of civil war.
This study takes the work of transforming violence and conflict online and offers
insight into the practice of dialogue in virtual settings for peacebuilding purposes.
In the field of peace and conflict studies and peacebuilding practices, a significant
amount of literature has dealt with the theory and practice of dialogue in face-toface settings. This project is unique as it takes the peacebuilding practice of
dialogue and explores it within an online context. The research is framed and
analyzed through the dialogue theories of Martin Buber and Paulo Freire. This
project is distinct in its exploration of the connection between dialogue
encounters and positive peace, the practical linkages of which are often difficult
to articulate or identify. As such, this book offers unique contributions to the
knowledge and understanding of dialogue-based peacebuilding in online settings
and provides an understanding of how dialogue practices enable outcomes within
the construct of positive peace. This book is aimed at academics as a
presentation of research into a relatively unexplored field of inquiry. However, it is
also relevant and applicable for peacebuilding practitioners who want to navigate
taking their practices into online settings and provide a framework for linking
practices to intended positive peace outcomes.
While current literature stresses the importance of teaching about the 9/11
attacks on the US, many questions remain as to what teachers are actually
teaching in their own classrooms. Few studies address how teachers are using of
all of this advice and curriculum, what sorts of activities they are undertaking, and
how they go about deciding what they will do. Arguing that the events of 9/11
have become a "chosen trauma" for the US, author Cheryl Duckworth
investigates how 9/11 is being taught in classrooms (if at all) and what narrative
is being passed on to today’s students about that day. Using quantitative and
qualitative data gathered from US middle and high school teachers, this volume
reflects on foreign policy developments and trends since September 11th, 2001
and analyzes what this might suggest for future trends in U.S. foreign policy. The
understanding that the "post-9/11 generation" has of what happened and what it
means is significant to how Americans will view foreign policy in the coming
decades (especially in the Islamic World) and whether it is likely to generate war
or foster peace.
Peacebuilding, Memory and ReconciliationBridging Top-Down and Bottom-Up
ApproachesRoutledge
"Ending violent conflict requires societies to take leaps of political imagination. Artistic
communities are often uniquely placed to help promote new thinking by enabling people
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to see things differently. In place of conflict’s binary divisions, artists are often charged
with exploring the ambiguities and possibilities of the excluded middle. Yet, their role in
peacebuilding remains little explored. This excellent and agenda-setting volume
provides a ground-breaking look at a range of artistic practices, and the ways in which
they have attempted to support peacebuilding – a must-read for all practitioners and
policy-makers, and indeed other peacemakers looking for inspiration."Professor
Christine Bell, FBA, Professor of Constitutional Law, Assistant Principal (Global
Justice), and co-director of the Global Justice Academy, The University of Edinburgh,
UK "Peacebuilding and the Arts offers an impressive and impressively comprehensive
engagement with the role that visual art, music, literature, film and theatre play in
building peaceful and just societies. Without idealizing the role of the arts, the authors
explore their potential and limits in a wide range of cases, from Korea, Cambodia,
Colombia and Northern Ireland to Uganda, Rwanda, South Africa and IsraelPalestine."Roland Bleiker, Professor of International Relations, University of
Queensland, Australia, and author of Aesthetics and World Politics and Visual Global
Politics "Peacebuilding and the Arts is the first publication to focus critically and
comprehensively on the relations between the creative arts and peacebuilding,
expanding the conventional boundaries of peacebuilding and conflict transformation to
include the artist, actor, poet, novelist, dramatist, musician, dancer and film director.
The sections on the visual arts, music, literature, film and theatre, include case studies
from very different cultures, contexts and settings but a central theme is that the
creative arts can play a unique and crucial role in the building of peaceful and just
societies, with the power to transform relationships, heal wounds, and nurture
compassion and empathy. Peacebuilding and the Arts is a vital and unique resource
which will stimulate critical discussion and further research, but it will also help to refine
and reframe our understanding of peacebuilding. While it will undoubtedly become
mandatory reading for students of peacebuilding and the arts, its original approach and
dynamic exploratory style should attract a much wider interdisciplinary
audience."Professor Anna King, Professor of Religious Studies and Social
Anthropology and Director of Research, Centre of Religion, Reconciliation and Peace
(WCRRP), University of Winchester, UK This volume explores the relationship between
peacebuilding and the arts. Through a series of original essays, authors consider some
of the ways that different art forms (including film, theatre, music, literature, dance, and
other forms of visual art) can contribute to the processes and practices of building
peace. This book breaks new ground, by setting out fresh ways of analysing the
relationship between peacebuilding and the arts. Divided into five sections on the Visual
Arts, Music, Literature, Film and Theatre/Dance, over 20 authors offer conceptual
overviews of each art form as well as new case studies from around the globe and
critical reflections on how the arts can contribute to peacebuilding. As interest in the
topic increases, no other book approaches this complex relationship in the way that
Peacebuilding and the Arts does. By bringing together the insights of scholars and
practitioners working at the intersection of the arts and peacebuilding, this book
develops a series of unique, critical perspectives on the interaction of diverse art forms
with a range of peacebuilding endeavours.
This book studies the origins and evolution of power sharing in Lebanon. The author
has established a relationship between mobilization, ethnurgy (ethnic identification),
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memory and trauma, and how they impact power sharing provisions. The book starts
with the events in the 1820s, when communities began to politicize their identities, and
which led to the first major outbreak of civil violence between the Druze and the
Maronites. Consequently, these troubled four decades in Lebanon led to the
introduction of various forms of power-sharing arrangements to establish peace. The
political systems introduced in Lebanon are: the Kaim-Makamiya (dual subgovernorship), a quasi-federal arrangement; the Mutassarifiya, the prototype of a powersharing system; the post-independence political system of Lebanon which the book
refers to as semi-consociation, due to the concentration of executive powers in the
Presidential office; and finally, the full consociation of the Taif Republic. In each of
these phases, there was a peculiar interaction between the non-structural elements that
had a direct impact on power sharing; this led at times to instability, and at other times it
brought down the system, as in 1840–1860 and 1975. Power Sharing in Lebanon is the
first academic work that emphasizes the influence of the non-structural elements that
hinder power sharing. This volume is now a key resource for students and academics
interested in Lebanese Politics and the Middle East.
This book focuses on the formal and informal reconciliation processes during conflict
and post-conflict periods in various locations in the Asia-Pacific, and includes cases
studies based on primary research conducted in countries such as Cambodia, TimorLeste, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, India, South Thailand, Bougainville and the Solomon
Islands. It offers insights to further our understanding of the social and political
processes of reconciliation in a region that has witnessed numerous armed conflicts,
many of them perpetuating over generations. The book also draws lessons from the
richness arising from diversity in terms of religious and cultural practices, social life, and
forms of government and governance, and through the exploration of theories and
practices of reconciliation in conflict and post-conflict contexts in the region. It provides
useful reference material for researchers, academics, policy makers and students
working in the areas of peacebuilding, conflict transformation, reconciliation, social
cohesion, development, transitional justice and human rights in the Asia and Pacific
region.
Among postwar political leaders, West German Chancellor Willy Brandt played one of
the most significant roles in reconciling Germans with other Europeans and in creating
the international framework that enabled peaceful reunification in 1990. Based on
extensive archival research, this book provides a comprehensive analysis of Brandt’s
Ostpolitik from its inception until the end of the Cold War through the lens of
reconciliation. Here, Benedikt Schoenborn gives us a Brandt who passionately insisted
on the interdependence of German history, a gradual reduction of Cold War hostility
and a lasting European peace, while remaining strategically and intellectually adaptable
in a way that exemplified the ‘imaginativeness of history’.
Local and Global Dynamics of Peacebuilding examines the complex contributing factors
which led to war and state collapse in Sierra Leone, and the international peacebuilding
and statebuilding operations which followed the cessation of the violence. This book
presents nuanced and contextually specific knowledge of Sierra Leone’s political and
war histories, and the outcomes of the implementation of programmes of post-conflict
reforms. It embodies an analysis of the complex challenges involved in aligning
international norms and values to local expectations and local priorities, and examines
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the role of local and global actors and structures in attempts to build a strong state and
lasting peace. Using a theoretical framework informed by ‘liberal peace’ philosophy,
as well as detailed and nuanced empirical evidence from the field, the book constructs
a critical analysis of the contemporary global paradigm for building longer-term peace in
war-torn, fractured and fragile societies. This book will be of much interest to students
of peacebuilding, war and conflict studies, development studies, African politics, and
IR/security studies.
This edited volume takes stock of the state of research and policy on the issue of Small
Arms and Light Weapons (SALW), ten years after the UN first agreed to deal with the
problem. The end of the Cold War originated a series of phenomena that would
subsequently come to dominate the political agenda. Perhaps most symptomatic of the
ensuing environment is the marked escalation in the scale and dynamics of armed
violence, driven by the proliferation of SALW. Events in Rwanda, Somalia and Bosnia
seared into global consciousness the devastating effects of this phenomenon, and of
the necessity to engage actively in its limitation and prevention. This edited volume
explores and outlines the research and policy on the SALW issue at this critical
juncture. In addition to providing a detailed telling of the genesis and evolution of SALW
research and advocacy, the volume features a series of essays from leading scholars in
the field on both advances in research and action on SALW. It reflects on what has
been achieved in terms of cumulative advances in data, methodology and analysis, and
looks at the ways in which these developments have helped to inform policy making at
national, regional and international levels. Alongside situating and integrating past and
present advances in advocacy and international action, Controlling Small Arms also
outlines future directions for research and action. This book will be of much interest to
students of small arms, peace and conflict studies, peacebuilding, security studies and
IR.
This edited volume examines the group dynamics of social reconciliation in conflictaffected societies by adopting ideas developed in social psychology and the everyday
peace discourse in peace and conflict studies. The book revisits the intra- and intergroup dynamics of social reconciliation in conflict-affected societies, which have been
largely marginalised in mainstream peacebuilding debates. By applying social
psychological perspectives and the discourse of everyday peace, the chapters explore
the everyday experience of community actors engaged in social and political
reconciliation. The first part of the volume introduces conceptual and theoretical studies
that focus on the pros and cons of state-level reconciliation and their outcomes, while
presenting theoretical insights into dialogical processes upon which reconciliation
studies can develop further. The second part presents a series of empirical case
studies from around the world, which examine the process of social reconciliation at
community levels through the lens of social psychology and discourse analysis. This
book will be of much interest to students of peacebuilding, conflict resolution, social
psychology, discourse analysis and international relations in general.

Coexistence in the Aftermath of Mass Violence demonstrates how imagination,
empathy, and resilience contribute to the processes of social repair after ethnic
and political violence. Adding to the literature on transitional justice,
peacebuilding, and the anthropology of violence and social repair, the authors
show how these conceptual pathways—imagination, empathy and
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resilience—enhance recovery, coexistence, and sustainable peace. Coexistence
(or reconciliation) is the underlying goal or condition desired after mass violence,
enabling survivors to move forward with their lives. Imagination allows these
survivors (victims, perpetrators, bystanders) to draw guidance and inspiration
from their social and cultural imaginaries, to develop empathy, and to envision a
future of peace and coexistence. Resilience emerges through periods of violence
and its aftermaths through acts of survival, compassion, modes of rebuilding
social worlds, and the establishment of a peaceful society. Focusing on society at
the grass roots level, the authors discuss the myriad and little understood
processes of social repair that allow ruptured societies and communities to move
toward a peaceful and stable future. The volume also illustrates some of the
ways in which imagination, empathy, and resilience may contribute to the
prevention of future violence and the authors conclude with a number of practical
and policy recommendations. The cases include Cambodia, Rwanda, Sierra
Leone, Somaliland, Colombia, the Southern Cone, Iraq, and Bosnia.
Transparency is a fundamental principle of justice. A cornerstone of the rule of
law, it allows for public engagement and for democratic control of the decisions
and actions of both the judiciary and the justice authorities. This book looks at the
question of transparency within the framework of transitional justice. Bringing
together scholars from across the disciplinary spectrum, the collection analyses
the issue from socio-legal, cultural studies and practitioner perspectives. Taking a
three-part approach, it firstly discusses basic principles guiding justice globally
before exploring courts and how they make justice visible. Finally, the collection
reviews the interface between law, transitional justice institutions and the public
sphere.
In order to determine how history education can be harnessed to reduce conflict
attitudes and intentions and create a culture of peace, this book examines how
history curricula and textbooks shape the identities of their students through their
portrayals of ingroup and outgroup identity, intergroup boundaries, and value
systems.
Ten leading scholars and practitioners of politics, political science, anthropology,
Israel studies, and Middle East affairs address the theme of continuity and
change in political culture as a tribute to Professor Myron (Mike) J. Aronoff whose
work on political culture has built conceptual and methodological bridges
between political science and anthropology. Topics include the legitimacy of the
two-state solution, identity and memory, denationalization, the role of trust in
peace negotiations, democracy, majority-minority relations, inclusion and
exclusion, Biblical and national narratives, art in public space, and avant-garde
theater. Countries covered include Israel, Palestine, the United States, the
Basque Autonomous Region of Spain, and Poland. The first four chapters by
Yael S. Aronoff, Saliba Sarsar, Yossi Beilin, and Nadav Shelef examine aspects
of the conflict and peace negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians,
including alternative solutions. The contributions by Naomi Chazan, Ilan Peleg,
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and Joel Migdal tackle challenges to democracy in Israel, in other divided
societies, and in the creation of the American public. Yael Zerubavel, Roland
Vazquez, and Jan Kubik focus their analyses on aspects of national memory,
memorialization, and dramatization. Mike Aronoff relates his work on various
aspects of political culture to each chapter in an integrative essay in the Epilogue.
Although it was characterized by simmering international tensions, the early Cold
War also witnessed dramatic instances of reconciliation between states, as
former antagonists rebuilt political, economic, and cultural ties in the wake of the
Second World War. And such efforts were not confined to official diplomacy, as
this study of postwar rapprochement between Poland and West Germany
demonstrates. Drawing on a wide range of historical sources, Peace at All Costs
follows Polish and German non-state activists who attempted to establish
dialogue in the 1950s and 1960s, showing how they achieved modest successes
even as they inadvertently elided historical complexity and reinforced simplistic
national identities.
The Roman Catholic Church, with its global reach, centralized organization, and
more than 1.4 billion members, could be one of the world’s most significant
forces in global peacemaking, and yet its robust tradition of social teaching on
peace is not widely known. In Peacebuilding and Catholic Social Teaching,
Theodora Hawksley aims to make that tradition better known and understood,
and to encourage its continued development in light of the lived experience of
Catholics engaged in peacebuilding and conflict transformation worldwide. The
first part of this book analyzes the development of Catholic social teaching on
peace from the time of the early Church fathers to the present, drawing attention
to points of tension and areas in need of development. The second part engages
in constructive theological work, exploring how the existing tradition might
develop in order to support the efforts of Catholic peacebuilders and respond to
the distinctive challenges of contemporary conflict. Peacebuilding and Catholic
Social Teaching is one of the first scholarly monographs dedicated exclusively to
theology, ethics, and peacebuilding. It will appeal to students and academics who
specialize in Catholic social teaching and peacebuilding, to practitioners of
Catholic peacebuilding, and to anyone with an interest in religion and
peacebuilding more generally.
This book explores the meaning of peace according to (some of) the people who
make it. Based on some 200 interviews, it empirically studies the visions of peace
that professional peaceworkers from the Netherlands, Lebanon and Mindanao
(Philippines) are working on. As such, it seeks to add a strong empirical element
to the debate on liberal peacebuilding. The main argument of the book is that
amongst practitioners, there is no liberal peace consensus at all. Rather, peace
professionals work on a distinct set of peaces, that differ along four dimensions.
In five case study chapters, the operational visions of peace held by Dutch
military officers, diplomats and civil society peace workers, as well as civil society
peace workers from Lebanon and the Philippines are explored and compared to
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each other. Differences are observed along both geographical and professional
lines, but also within each group.
This edited volume empirically examines key theoretical and practical issues
relevant to the promotion of local ownership in contemporary international
peacebuilding. This book attempts to provide comprehensive understanding of
the issue of local ownership in international peacebuilding. By providing an
empirical analysis of nine case studies, the volume aims to supplement
contemporary academic discussions on local ownership, which have thus far
mainly focused on its normative or theoretical dimensions. The case studies
included here examine the peace operations in a wide range of countries Afghanistan, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Cambodia, Cyprus, Kenya, Uganda, Sierra
Leone, South Sudan, and Sri Lanka. The book seeks to address the weaknesses
of conventional studies by:,empirical review of the achievements and limitations
of previous attempts to promote local ownership; examination of the key
concepts of local ownership; and analysis of structural and practical challenges.
The volume concludes by presenting practical proposals for addressing the
limitations of contemporary local ownership promotion. Through these means,
the book aims to explore a key research question from both theoretical and
empirical perspectives: How can international peacebuilding facilitate effective,
active local community participation? This volume will be of much interest to
students of peacebuilding, development studies, global governance, peace and
conflict studies, security studies and IR.
This book employs a transitional justice lens to address the ‘disappearances’ that
occurred during the Northern Ireland conflict – or ‘Troubles’ – and the post-conflict
response to these ‘disappearances.’ Despite an extensive literature around ‘dealing
with the past’ in Northern Ireland, as well as a substantial body of scholarship on
‘disappearances’ in other national contexts, there has been little scholarly scrutiny of
‘disappearances’ in post-conflict Northern Ireland. Although the Good Friday
Agreement brought relative peace to Northern Ireland, no provision was made for the
establishment of some form of overarching truth and reconciliation commission aimed
at comprehensively addressing the legacy of violence. Nevertheless, a mechanism to
recover the remains of the ‘disappeared’ – the Independent Commission for the
Location of Victims’ Remains (ICLVR) – was established, and has in fact proven to be
quite effective. As a result, the reactions of key constituencies to the ‘disappearances’
can be used as a prism through which to comprehensively explore issues of relevance
to transitional justice scholars and practitioners. Pursuing an interdisciplinary approach,
and based on extensive empirical research, this book provides a multifaceted
exploration of the responses of these constituencies to the practice of ‘disappearing.’
It engages with transitional justice themes including silence, memory, truth,
acknowledgement, and apology. Key issues examined include the mobilisation efforts
of families of the ‘disappeared,’ efforts by a (former) non-state armed group to address
its legacy of violence, the utility of a limited immunity mechanism to incentivise
information provision, and the interplay between silence and memory in the shaping of
a collective, societal understanding of the ‘disappeared.’
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This book investigates peacebuilding in post-conflict scenarios by analysing the link
between peace, space and place. By focusing on the case studies of Cyprus, Kosovo,
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Northern Ireland and South Africa, the book provides a spatial
reading of agency in peacebuilding contexts. It conceptualises peacebuilding agency in
post-conflict landscapes as situated between place (material locality) and space (the
imaginary counterpart of place), analysing the ways in which peacebuilding agency can
be read as a spatial practice. Investigating a number of post-conflict cases, this book
outlines infrastructures of power and agency as they are manifested in spatial practice.
It demonstrates how spatial agency can take the form of conflict and exclusion on the
one hand, but also of transformation towards peace over time on the other hand.
Against this background, the book argues that agency drives place-making and spacemaking processes. Therefore, transformative processes in post-conflict societies can be
understood as materialising through the active use and transformation of space and
place. This book will be of interest to students of peacebuilding, peace and conflict
studies, human geography and IR in general.
This volume searches for pragmatic answers to the problems that continue to beset
peacebuilding efforts at all levels of society, with a singular focus on the role of
legitimacy. Many peacebuilding efforts are hampered by their inability to gain the
support of those they are trying to help at the local level, or those at regional, national
or international levels; whose support is necessary either for success at the local level
or to translate local successes to wider arenas. There is no one agreed-upon reason for
the difficulty in translating peacebuilding from one arena of action to another, but
among those elements that have been studied, one that appears understudied or
assumed to be unimportant, is the role of legitimacy. Many questions can be asked
about legitimacy as a concept, and this volume addresses these questions through
multiple case studies which examine legitimacy at local, regional, national and
international levels, as well as looking at how legitimacy at one level either translates or
fails to translate at other levels, in order to correlate the level of legitimacy with the
success or failure of peacebuilding projects and programs The value of this work lies
both in the breadth of the cases and the singular focus on the role of legitimacy in
peacebuilding. By focusing on this concept this volume represents an attempt to build
beyond the critical peacebuilding approach of deconstructing the liberal peacebuilding
paradigm to a search for pragmatic answers to the problems that continue to plague
peacebuilding efforts at all levels of society. This book will be of much interest to
students of peacebuilding, conflict resolution, development studies, security studies and
International Relations.
This book aims to outline and promote an ethnographic approach to evaluating
international peacebuilding interventions in transitional states. While the evaluation of
peacebuilding and transitional justice efforts has been a growing concern in recent
years, too often evaluations assess projects based on locally irrelevant measures,
reinforce the status quo distribution of power in transitional situations, and uncritically
accept the implicit conceptions of the funders, planners, and administrators of such
projects. This book argues that evaluating the effects of peacebuilding interventions
demands an understanding of the local and culturally variable context of intervention.
Throughout the book, the author draws on real world examples from extensive fieldwork
in Sierra Leone to argue that local experiences should be considered the primary
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measure of a peacebuilding project’s success. An ethnographic approach recognizes
diversity in conceptions of peace, justice, development and reconciliation and takes
local approaches and local critiques of the international agenda seriously. It can help to
empower local actors, hold the international peacebuilding industry accountable to its
supposed beneficiaries, and challenge the Western centric ideas of what peace entails
and how peacebuilding is achieved. This book will be of much interest to students and
scholars of peacebuilding, peace and conflict studies, transitional justice, African
politics, ethnography, International Relations and security studies, as well as
practitioners working in the field.
"The Oxford Handbook of Peacebuilding, Statebuilding, and Peace Formation offers an
authoritative and comprehensive overview of peacebuilding, statebuilding, and peace
formation. With contributions from over thirty distinguished and leading scholars, the
Handbook provides a timely, engaging, and critical overview of conceptual foundations,
political implications, and tensions at the global, regional, and local levels. It examines
the key policies, practices, examples, and discourses underlining various segments of
peacebuilding, statebuilding, and peace formation both as discursive formulations and
as policy practices. Organized around four major thematic sections, the Handbook
offers a state-of-the-art synthesis of the most pressing contemporary peace and conflict
issues and charts new pathways for responding to transnational insecurities"-Considerations of the effect of trauma on heritage sites.
This book aims to bridge the gap between what are generally referred to as 'top-down'
and 'bottom-up' approaches to peacebuilding. After the experience of a physical and
psychological trauma, the period of individual healing and recovery is intertwined with
political and social reconciliation. The prospects for social and political reconciliation are
undermined when a 'top-down' approach is favoured over the 'bottom-up strategy'- the
prioritization of structural stability over societal well-being. Peacebuilding, Memory and
Reconciliation explores the inextricable link between psychological recovery and sociopolitical reconciliation, and the political issues that dominate this relationship. Through
an examination of the construction of social narratives about or for peace, the text
offers a new perspective on peacebuilding, which challenges and questions the very
nature of the dichotomy between 'top-down' and 'bottom-up' approaches. This book will
be of much interest to students of peacebuilding, peace and conflict studies, social
psychology, political science and IR in general.
This book deals with the question how institutional reform can contribute to
peacebuilding in post-war and divided societies. In the context of armed conflict and
widespread violence, two important questions shape political agendas inside and
outside the affected societies: How can we stop the violence? And how can we prevent
its recurrence? Comprehensive negotiated war terminations and peace accords
recommend a set of mechanisms to bring an end to war and establish peace, including
institutional reforms that promote democratization and state building. Although the role
of institutions is widely recognized, their specific effects are highly contested in
research as well as in practice. This book highlights the necessity to include pathdependency, pre-conflict institutions and societal divisions to understand the patterns of
institutional change in post-war societies and the ongoing risk of civil war recurrence. It
focuses on the general question of how institutional reform contributes to the
establishment of peace in post-war societies. This book comprises three separate but
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interrelated parts on the relation between institutions and societal divisions, on
institutional reform and on security sector reform. The chapters contribute to the
understanding of the relationship between societal cleavages, pre-conflict institutions,
path dependency, and institutional reform. This book will be of much interest to
students of peacebuilding, conflict resolution, development studies, security studies and
IR.
The book offers a critical analysis of legitimacy in peacebuilding, with a focus on peace
negotiations and civil society participation in particular. The aim of this book is to unpack the
meaning of legitimacy for the population in peacebuilding processes and the relationship this
has with civil society involvement. There is a growing consensus for addressing local concerns
in peacebuilding, with the aim of ensuring local ownership. Moreover, scholars have noted a
relationship between civil society inclusion in peace negotiations and legitimacy. Yet, the very
idea of legitimacy remains a black box. Using data from original empirical fieldwork – including
over 100 semi-structured interviews and 12 focus group discussions – the book focuses on two
case studies of negotiations that, respectively, ended a long civil war in Liberia in 2003 and
ended the post-election violence in Kenya in 2008. It argues that civil society involvement is
conceptually insufficient to show a multidimensional understanding of legitimacy. Instead, the
book shows a complex picture of legitimate peace negotiations, based on outcome and
participation-based characteristics with the involvement of both ‘guarantors’ of legitimacy and
a more general civic agency which includes the general population. Through forms of
participative communication, the passive audience become active stakeholders in the
construction of legitimacy. This has repercussions for how we think about civil society and
peacebuilding more generally. This book will be of much interest to students of peacebuilding,
conflict resolution, security studies and IR in general.
This edited volume provides a critical overview of the new stabilization agenda in international
relations. The primary focus of so-called stability operations since 9/11 has been Afghanistan,
Pakistan and Iraq. Covering the wider picture, this volume provides a comprehensive
assessment of the new agenda, including the expansion of efforts in Latin America, the
Caribbean, Sub-Saharan Africa and South and Southeast Asia. By harnessing the findings of
studies undertaken in Brazil, Colombia, Haiti, Jamaica, Kenya, Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC), Sudan and Sri Lanka, the volume demonstrates the impacts – intended and
otherwise – of stabilization in practice. The book clarifies the debate on stabilization, focusing
primarily on the policy, practice and outcomes of such operations. Rather than relying
exclusively on existing military doctrine or academic writings, the volume focuses on
stabilization as it is actually occurring. Drawing on the reflections of scholars and practitioners,
the volume identifies the origins and historical antecedents of contemporary operations, and
also examines how the practice is linked to other policy spheres – ranging from peacebuilding
to statebuilding. Finally, the volume reviews eight practical cases of stabilization in disparate
regions around the globe. This book will be of much interest to students of war and conflict
studies, peacekeeping and peacebuilding, statebuilding, development studies and international
relations in general.
This book contributes to key debates in peacebuilding by exploring the role of theatre and art in
general. Premaratna argues that the dialogical and multi-voiced nature of theatre is particularly
suited to assisting societies coming to terms with conflict and opening up possibilities for
conversation. These are important parts of the peacebuilding process. The book engages the
conceptual links between theatre and peacebuilding and then offers an in-depth empirical
exploration of how three South Asian theatre groups approach peacebuilding: Jana Karaliya in
Sri Lanka, Jana Sanskriti in India, and Sarwanam in Nepal. The ensuing reflections offer
insights that are relevant to both students and practitioners concerned with issues of peace
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and conflict.
Traditional histories of war have typically explored masculine narratives of military and political
action, leaving private, domestic life relatively unstudied. This volume expands our
understanding by looking at the relationships between mothers and children, and the varied
roles both have assumed during periods of armed conflict.
This book interrogates the common perception that liberal peace is in crisis and explores the
question: can the local turn save liberal peacebuilding? Presenting a case for a liberal
renaissance in peacebuilding, the work interrogates the assumptions behind the popular
perception that liberal peace is in crisis. It re-examines three of the cases igniting the debate –
Cambodia, Kosovo, and Timor-Leste – and evaluates how these transitional administrations
implemented their liberal mandates and how local involvement affected the conduct of their
activities. In so doing, it reveals that these cases were neither liberal nor peacebuilding. It also
demonstrates that while local involvement is imperative to peacebuilding, illiberal local
involvement restores an elite-centred status quo and reinforces or creates new forms of conflict
and violence. Using both liberal and critical lenses, the author ultimately argues that the
conceptual and operational departure from the holistic and comprehensive origins of liberal
peacebuilding in fact paved the way for the liberal peace crisis itself. Drawing on analysis from
in-depth field research and interviews, this book will be of much interest to students of
peacebuilding, peacekeeping, statebuilding, security studies and International Relations in
general.
This book provides fresh insights into the role of religious leaders in conflict transformation and
peacebuilding. Based on a large dataset of interviews with Christian and Muslim leaders in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, it offers a contextually rich analysis of the main post-conflict
challenges: forgiveness, reconciliation, and tragic memories. Designed as an inductive,
qualitative research, it also develops an integrative theoretical model of religiously-inspired
engagement in conflict transformation. The work introduces a number of new concepts which
are relevant for both theory and practice of peacebuilding, such as Residue of Forgiveness,
Degree Zero of Reconciliation, Ecumene of Compassion, and Phantomic Memories. The book,
furthermore, proposes two correlated concepts – “theological dissonance” and “pastoral
optimization” – as theoretical tools to describe the interplay between moral ideals and practical
limitations. The text is a valuable resource for religious and social scholars alike, especially
those interested in topics of peace, conflict, and justice. From the methodological standpoint, it
is an original and audacious attempt at bringing together theological, philosophical, and
political narratives on conflicts and peace through the innovative use of the Grounded Theory
approach.
This book is aimed at both professionals and students who desire to deepen their
understanding of the processes involved in conflict intervention and resolution effectively.
This new Routledge Handbook offers a comprehensive, state-of-the-art overview of the
meanings and uses of the term ‘peacebuilding’, and presents cutting-edge debates on the
practices conducted in the name of peacebuilding. The term ‘peacebuilding’ has had
remarkable staying power. Other terms, such as ‘conflict resolution’ have waned in popularity,
while the acceptance and use of the term ‘peacebuilding’ has grown to the extent that it is the
hegemonic and over-arching term for many forms of mediation, reconciliation and strategies to
induce peace. Despite this, however, it is rarely defined and often used to mean different
things to different audiences. Routledge Handbook of Peacebuilding aims to be a one-stop
comprehensive resource on the literature and practices of contemporary peacebuilding. The
book is organised into six key sections: Section 1: Reading peacebuilding Section 2:
Approaches and cross-cutting themes Section 3: Disciplinary approaches to peacebuilding
Section 4: Violence and security Section 5: Everyday living and peacebuilding Section 6: The
infrastructure of peacebuilding This new Handbook will be essential reading for students of
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peacebuilding, mediation and post-conflict reconstruction, and of great interest to students of
statebuilding, intervention, civil wars, conflict resolution, war and conflict studies and IR in
general.
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