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The wit and wisdom of one of our greatest military leaders in a compact, highly
readable edition! TABLE OF CONTENTS Introduction Soldier's Testament
Patton's Letter to His Son on D-Day Patton on Leadership Patton on God & the
Bible Patton on Conviction & Decision Patton on Courage & Fear Patton on
Discipline Patton on Health Patton on Success Letters by George S. Patton I
don't know what a Philadelphia lawyer might say, but I know what I mean by
Country. It is the Constitution! 'Just the greatest document ever written by man'
according to an English Prime Minister. You know why we serve the
Constitution? Simple! Recall what you said when you got your first commission or
got a promotion. You take an oath to God 'to support the Constitution against all
enemies foreign and domestic.' We are fighting for our great Constitution. We are
not fighting for any man, president, senator, congressman nor potentate. This is
what I mean by Country. --General George S. Patton
The grandson of the legendary World War II general George S. Patton Jr.,
documentary filmmaker Benjamin Patton, explores his family legacy and shares
the inspirational wit and wisdom that his grandfather bestowed upon his only son
and namesake. In revealing personal correspondence written between 1939 and
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1945, General Patton Jr. espoused his ideals to Benjamin’s father, then a cadet
at West Point. Dispensing advice on duty, heroism and honor with the same
candor he used ordering the Third Army across Europe, Patton shows himself to
be as dynamic a parent as a military commander. Following in those famous
footsteps, Benjamin’s father became a respected and decorated hero of both the
Korean and Vietnam wars. Ironically, as he rose to major general, he also proved
himself just as brave, flamboyant, flawed and inspiring as his father had been. A
study of a great American original, Growing Up Patton features some of the
pivotal figures in Benjamin’s father’s life, including Creighton Abrams, the WWII
hero who became his greatest mentor; Charley Watkins, a daredevil helicopter
pilot in Vietnam; Manfred Rommel, the son of German Field Marshal Erwin
Rommel; Joanne Patton, the author’s mother and a resourceful fighter in her
own right; and Benjamin’s mentally challenged brother, George. Growing Up
Patton explores how the Patton cultural legacy lives on, and in the end, reveals
how knowing the history of our heritage—famous or not—can lead to a deeper
understanding of ourselves. INCLUDES NEVER-BEFORE-PUBLISHED
LETTERS BETWEEN GENERAL GEORGE S. PATTON AND HIS SON DURING
WORLD WAR II INCLUDES NEVER-BEFORE-PUBLISHED FAMILY
PHOTOGRAPHS
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Readers around the world have thrilled to Killing Lincoln, Killing Kennedy, and
Killing Jesus--riveting works of nonfiction that journey into the heart of the most
famous murders in history. Now from Bill O'Reilly, iconic anchor of The O'Reilly
Factor, comes the most epic book of all in this multimillion-selling series: Killing
Patton. General George S. Patton, Jr. died under mysterious circumstances in
the months following the end of World War II. For almost seventy years, there
has been suspicion that his death was not an accident--and may very well have
been an act of assassination. Killing Patton takes readers inside the final year of
the war and recounts the events surrounding Patton's tragic demise, naming
names of the many powerful individuals who wanted him silenced.
There is no denying that General George S. Patton was one of the heroes of
World War II and one of its deciding factors. There is also no denying that
Patton's personal style of commanding troops was fueled by self-
aggrandizement, pride, and a sense of entitlement as much as it was by sound
strategizing. In this unflinching look at Patton's storied career, Jim Sudmeier
examines both sides of him-the fearless combat leader and the egomaniac. Were
they at odds during the war, or was it this combination that shaped his unique
leadership style? In this extensively researched biography, Sudmeier begins
where the seeds of Patton's temperament were planted. Born with every
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advantage, Patton was raised to believe that his mission in life was to restore the
family honor by winning glory on the battlefield. Sudmeier traces the start of
Patton's narcissistic personality disorder (NPD) through West Point and the
Western Front. He sheds light on Patton's past, including a narrow escape from a
court martial for killing one of his own men with a shovel to the head. Sudmeier
also shows, however, that Patton's psyche helped produce incredible victories-
triumphs that determined the destiny of the entire world.
With a blinding flash in the New Mexico desert in the summer of 1945, the world
was changed forever. The bomb that ushered in the atomic age was the product
of one of history's most improbable partnerships. The General and the Genius
reveals how two extraordinary men pulled off the greatest scientific feat of the
twentieth century. Leslie Richard Groves of the Army Corps of Engineers, who
had made his name by building the Pentagon in record time and under budget,
was made overlord of the impossibly vast scientific enterprise known as the
Manhattan Project. His mission: to beat the Nazis to the atomic bomb. So he
turned to the nation's preeminent theoretical physicist, J. Robert
Oppenheimer—the chain-smoking, martini-quaffing son of wealthy Jewish
immigrants, whose background was riddled with communist
associations—Groves's opposite in nearly every respect. In their three-year
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collaboration, the iron-willed general and the visionary scientist led a brilliant
team in a secret mountaintop lab and built the fearsome weapons that ended the
war but introduced the human race to unimaginable new terrors. And at the heart
of this most momentous work of World War II is the story of two extraordinary
men—the general and the genius.
Dwight Eisenhower called General George S. Patton “mentally unbalanced” and
“just like a time bomb,” and indeed, the egotistical, mercurial, aggressive Patton
is perhaps as well known for his daring battlefield exploits as for his questionable
behavior and eccentric beliefs. In a brief but probing assessment of Patton’s life
based on strong research in primary sources and knowledge of psychology, Jim
Sudmeier considers the mind of Patton: what made this military genius tick? To
what extent was Patton’s boldness and brilliance as a general, his willingness to
welcome risk and danger, connected to his unstable personality? Sudmeier
presents a myth-shattering reconsideration of one of military history’s most
famous commanders.
In Patton, Montgomery, Rommel, one of Britain's most accomplished military
scholars presents an unprecedented study of the land war in the North African
and European theaters, as well as their chief commanders—three men who also
happened to be the most compelling dramatis personae of World War II. Beyond
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spellbinding depictions of pivotal confrontations at El Alamein, Monte Cassino,
and the Ardennes forest, author-scholar Terry Brighton illuminates the personal
motivations and historical events that propelled the three men's careers: how
Patton's, Montgomery's, and Rommel's Great War experiences helped to mold
their style of command—and how, exactly, they managed to apply their arguably
megalomaniacal personalities (and hitherto unrecognized political acumen and
tact) to advance their careers and strategic vision. Opening new avenues of
inquiry into the lives and careers of three men widely profiled by scholars and
popular historians alike, Brighton definitively answers numerous lingering and
controversial questions: Was Patton really as vainglorious in real life as he was
portrayed to be on the silver screen?—and how did his tireless advocacy of
"mechanized cavalry" forever change the face of war? Was Monty's dogged
publicity-seeking driven by his own need for recognition or by his desire to claim
for Britain a leadership role in postwar global order?—and how did this prickly
"commoner" manage to earn affection and esteem from enlisted men and nobility
alike? How might the war have ended if Rommel had had more tanks?—and what
fundamental philosophical difference between him and Hitler made such an
outcome virtually impossible? Abetted by new primary source material and
animated by Terry Brighton's incomparable storytelling gifts, Patton, Montgomery,
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Rommel offers critical new interpretations of the Second World War as it was
experienced by its three most flamboyant, controversial, and influential
commanders—and augments our understanding of each of their perceptions of
war and leadership.
As riveting as the man it portrays, Warlord is a masterful, unsparing portrait of
Winston Churchill, one of history’s most fascinating and influential leaders. Carlo
D’Este’s definitive chronicle of Churchill’s crucial role in the major military
campaigns of the 20th century, Warlord uses extensive, untapped archival
materials to provide “a very human look at Churchill’s lifelong fascination with
soldiering, war, and command.” (Washington Post)
During his life, George S. Patton Jr. starred as an Olympic athlete in the 1912 Stockholm
games, chased down Mexican bandits, and led tanks into battle in World War I. But he is best
remembered for his exploits on the field of battle in World War II. Patton’s War, the first of
three volumes, follows the general from the beaches of Morocco to the fields of France, right
before the birth of Third Army on the continent. In highly engaging fashion, Kevin Hymel
uncovers new facts and challenges long-held beliefs about the mercurial Patton, not only
examining his relationships with his superiors and fellow generals and colonels, but also with
the soldiers of all ranks whom he led. Through extensive research of soldiers’ memoirs and
interviews, Hymel adds a new dimension to the telling of Patton’s WWII story.
Celebrated historian Winston Groom tells the uniquely American tales of George Patton,
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Douglas MacArthur, and George Marshall, from World War I to World War II. These three
remarkable men-of-arms who rose from the gruesome hell of the First World War to become
the finest generals of their generation during World War II redefined America's ideas of military
leadership and brought forth a new generation of American soldier. Their efforts revealed to
the world the grit and determination that would become synonymous with America in the post-
war years. Filled with novel-worthy twists and turns, and set against the backdrop of the most
dramatic moments of the twentieth century, The Generals is a powerful, action-packed book
filled with marvelous surprises and insights into the lives of America's most celebrated warriors.
"Poignant . . . Well worth the read." --Wall Street Journal In December 1944, Frank Sisson
deployed to Europe as part of General George S. Patton's famed Third Army. Over the next six
months, as the war in Europe raged, Sisson would participate in many of World War II's most
consequential events, from the Battle of the Bulge to the liberation of Dachau. Now 95 years
old, Frank shares his remarkable story of life under General Patton for the first time. Frank
Sisson grew up in rural Oklahoma during the Great Depression. His father died when Frank
was young, and so in 1944, at age eighteen, Frank, like so many other young men across
America, enlisted in the Army and was deployed to France. At a traffic intersection one day,
Frank caught his first glimpse of the man who would control the next six months of Frank's
deployment, and whose lessons, and spirit, would shape the rest of Frank's life. General
Patton could be erratic and short-tempered--but he was also a brilliant military tactician and
cared deeply for the men who served under him, a credo that gave Frank and his fellow
soldiers solace as they faced death every day. In this gritty, intimate account, Frank reveals
what life on the ground was really like in the closing days of World War II. After the war, Frank
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continued to serve in the army as a military police inspector in Berlin. When he finally returned
home, he attended college and built a career in business. Like many members of the Greatest
Generation, he was often reluctant to share his stories of the war, in all their glory, and terror.
He was content to live and work in the nation he had fought to protect, an embodiment of the
American Dream. Patton, on the other hand, would not live to see the postwar world he helped
create. In December 1945, less than a year after the conclusion of the war, he tragically died
following a car accident. Now, seventy-five years later, Frank Sisson's remarkable
reminiscences provide a fresh, unique look at Patton's leadership, the final days of World War
II and its direct aftermath, and the experience of combat on the front lines.
Patton: A Genius for War is a full-fledged portrait of an extraordinary American that reveals the
complex and contradictory personality that lay behind the swashbuckling and brash facade.
According to Publishers Weekly, the result is "a major biography of a major American military
figure." "This massive work is biography at its very best. Literate and meaty, incisive and
balanced, detailed without being pedantic. Mr. D'Este's Patton takes its rightful place as the
definitive biography of this American warrior." --Calvin L. Christman, Dallas Morning News
"D'Este tells this story well, and gives us a new understanding of this great and troubled
man."-The Wall Street Journal "An instant classic." --Douglas Brinkley, director, Eisenhower
Center
A valued adviser and trusted insider in the highest echelon of U.S. military and political
leaders, General Walter Bedell Smith began his public service career of more than forty years
at age sixteen, when he joined the Indiana National Guard. His bulldog tenacity earned him an
opportunity to work with General George C. Marshall in 1941, playing an essential role in
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forming the offices of the Combined and Joint Chiefs of Staff; and after his appointment as
chief of staff to Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1942, Smith took a central part in planning and
orchestrating the major Allied operations of World War II in Europe. Among his many duties,
Smith negotiated and signed the surrenders of the Italian and German armed forces on May 7,
1945. Smith's postwar career included service as the U.S. ambassador to the Soviet Union,
director of the Central Intelligence Agency, and undersecretary of state. Despite his
contributions to twentieth-century American military and diplomatic history, the life and work of
Smith have largely gone unappreciated. In Beetle:The Life of General Walter Bedell Smith, D.
K. R. Crosswell offers the first full-length biography of the general, including insights into his
close relationships with Marshall and Eisenhower. Meticulously researched and long overdue,
Beetle sheds new light on Eisenhower as supreme commander and the campaigns in North
Africa, Italy, and Europe . Beetle is the fascinating history of a soldier, diplomat, and
intelligence chief who played a central role in many decisions that altered mid-twentieth-
century American history.
Arguing that American Generals Sherman and Patton, as well as ancient Athenian General
Epaminondas, were the three greatest military leaders in history, the author makes his case by
demonstrating the qualities, on and off the battlefield, that made them great.
When many Americans think of George S. Patton, they conjure the image of George C. Scott.
Yet the movie could only tell a compressed version of Patton's remarkable life. This book
presents the full complexity of one of America's most famous generals. A thorough
bibliography of print and electronic sources and a timeline that plots key events in Patton's life
and career complete the book.
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General George S. Patton. His tongue was as sharp as the cavalry saber he once wielded, and
his fury as explosive as the shells he’d ordered launched from his tank divisions. Despite his
profane, posturing manner, and the sheer enthusiasm for conflict that made both his peers and
the public uncomfortable, Patton’s very presence commanded respect. Had his superiors
given him free rein, the U.S. Army could have claimed victory in Berlin as early as November of
1944. General Erwin Rommel. His battlefield manner was authoritative, his courage proven in
the trenches of World War I when he was awarded the Blue Max. He was a front line soldier
who led by example from the turrets of his Panzers. Appointed to command Adolf Hitler’s
personal security detail, Rommel had nothing for contempt for the atrocities perpetrated by the
Reich. His role in the Führer’s assassination attempt led to his downfall. Except for a brief
confrontation in North Africa, these two legendary titans never met in combat. Patton and
Rommel is the first single-volume study to deal with the parallel lives of two generals who
earned not only the loyalty and admiration of their own men, but the respect of their enemies,
and the enmity of the leaders they swore to obey. From the origins of their military prowess,
forged on the battlefields of World War I, to their rise through the ranks, to their inevitable
clashes with political authority, military historian Dennis Showalter presents a riveting portrait of
two men whose battle strategies changed the face of warfare and continue to be studied in
military academies around the globe.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • The intimate true story of three of the greatest American generals
of World War II, and how their intense blend of comradery and competition spurred Allied
forces to victory. “One of the great stories of the American military.”—Thomas E. Ricks, Pulitzer
Prize-winning author of The Generals Dwight Eisenhower, George Patton and Omar Bradley
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shared bonds going back decades. All three were West Pointers who pursued their army
careers with a remarkable zeal, even as their paths diverged. Bradley was a standout infantry
instructor, while Eisenhower displayed an unusual ability for organization and diplomacy.
Patton, who had chased Pancho Villa in Mexico and led troops in the First World War, seemed
destined for high command and outranked his two friends for years. But with the arrival of
World War II, it was Eisenhower who attained the role of Supreme Commander, with Patton
and Bradley as his subordinates. Jonathan W. Jordan’s New York Times bestselling Brothers
Rivals Victors explores this friendship that waxed and waned over three decades and two
world wars, a union complicated by rank, ambition, jealousy, backbiting and the enormous
stresses of command. In a story that unfolds across the deserts of North Africa to the beaches
of Sicily, from D-Day to the Battle of the Bulge and beyond, readers are offered revealing new
portraits of these iconic generals.
This is a biography of the Second World War hero, US General George S. Patton.
Murder, He Wrote… … And he wrote the true story. Investigative and military reporter Robert
Wilcox unravels the mystery surrounding the death of one of history’s preeminent war heroes:
George S. Patton. Wilcox cries foul play and reveals the shocking truth behind Old Blood and
Guts' untimely demise in Target: Patton—the Plot to Assassinate General George S. Patton.
Conflicting testimony, disappearing witnesses, missing official reports, a suspicious Stalin, and
a lack of autopsy comprise the greatest unsolved mystery of World War II. Find out "whodunit"
in this thrilling account of America's most famous general.
PattonGenius for War, AHarper Collins
The dramatic, untold story of the brilliant team whose feats of innovation and engineering
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created the world’s first digital electronic computer—decrypting the Nazis’ toughest code,
helping bring an end to WWII, and ushering in the information age. Planning the invasion of
Normandy, the Allies knew that decoding the communications of the Nazi high command was
imperative for its success. But standing in their way was an encryption machine they called
Tunny (British English for “tuna”), which was vastly more difficult to crack than the infamous
Enigma cipher. To surmount this seemingly impossible challenge, Alan Turing, the Enigma
codebreaker, brought in a maverick English working-class engineer named Tommy Flowers
who devised the ingenious, daring, and controversial plan to build a machine that would
calculate at breathtaking speed and break the code in nearly real time. Together with the
pioneering mathematician Max Newman, Flowers and his team produced—against the odds,
the clock, and a resistant leadership—Colossus, the world’s first digital electronic computer, the
machine that would help bring the war to an end. Drawing upon recently declassified sources,
David A. Price’s Geniuses at War tells, for the first time, the full mesmerizing story of the great
minds behind Colossus and chronicles the remarkable feats of engineering genius that marked
the dawn of the digital age.
While Patton remains an iconic figure 70 years after his death, few fully appreciate him as a
strategic thinker. Indeed, his flamboyant personality often obscures the fact that he was a
lifelong student of the military art and a true strategic visionary. This short volume introduces
readers to a more complete and nuanced Patton. By tracing his intellectual development and
connecting these views to the issues of the present day, this book offers a bold a fresh view on
the famous general. While Patton was one of America's greatest warriors, he was also a bold
and visionary thinker. This book provides writings from Patton that, “will inform a new
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generation of students, military professionals, and policy makers alike” about enduring debates
in strategic thought. The need for this type of deep thinking is critically important today as
America makes key choices regarding grand strategy and its role in world affairs.
Patton's Way is a unique approach to the legend of General George S. Patton Jr. and his
development and application of modern warfare. Rather than a biography, Patton's Way
argues that popular representations of Patton are built on misconceptions and incomplete
understandings about his approach to battle. Morningstar addresses the contradiction between
the historiographical criticism of Patton's methods and popular appreciation for his successes.
The author identifies several schools of thought offering explanations yet, he notes, they all fail
to fully comprehend the real Patton. The secret to Patton's success was a radical and
purposely-crafted doctrine developed over several decades. The author identifies four core
principles in Patton's creed: targeting the enemy's morale through shock; utilizing highly
practiced combined arms mechanized columns; relying on mission tactics and flexible
command and control; and employing multi-layered and synthesized intelligence systems to
identify enemy capabilities and weak spots. These precepts directly contradicted official U.S.
Army doctrine and created misunderstandings that led commanders to truncate Patton's
operations in Tunisia, Sicily, and France. Morningstar details how Patton developed and
applied each principle and uses the breakout from Normandy as a case study to illustrate
Patton's Way in application. This book discusses the "death and resurrection" of Patton's ideas
in the U.S. Army directly following World War II to the present and comments on the status of
Patton' ideas in the Army today.
General George S. Patton Jr, an inspirational leader and outstanding tactician, has intrigued
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and confounded his biographers. Utilising untapped archival materials in both the USA and UK,
government documents, family papers, and oral histories, Hirshson creates the most balanced
portrait of Patton ever written. It reveals Patton as a complex soldier capable of brilliant military
manoeuvres but also of inspiring his troops with fiery speeches that resulted in horrendous
acts, such as the massacres of Italian civilians. It explains Patton's belief in a soldier's Valhalla,
connects the family's wealth to one of America's bitterest labour strikes, and disputes the usual
interpretation of Patton's relief from command of the Third Army. In investigating this complex
man, Hirshson has uncovered surprising material about a series of civilian massacres in Sicily,
about the two slapping incidents, about attempts to exploit Patton's diary after his death, and
about Patton's relations with top Allied generals. Patton emerges as a soldier of great
imagination and courage, and his military campaigns make for edge–of–the–seat reading. All
the drama of Patton's life comes alive in this meticulously documented volume.
Bitter Victory illuminates a chapter of World War II that has lacked a balanced, full-scale
treatment until now. In recounting the second-largest amphibious operation in military
history, Carlo D'Este for the first time reveals the conflicts in planning and the behind-
the-scenes quarrels between top Allied commanders. The book explodes the myth of
the Patton-Montgomery rivalry and exposes how Alexander's inept generalship nearly
wrecked the campaign. D'Este documents in chilling detail the series of savage battles
fought against an overmatched but brilliant foe and how the Germans—against
overwhelming odds—carried out one of the greatest strategic withdrawals in history. His
controversial narrative depicts for the first time how the Allies bungled their attempt to

Page 15/26



Download Free Patton A Genius For War Carlo Deste

cut off the Axis retreat from Sicily, turning what ought to have been a great triumph into
a bitter victory that later came to haunt the Allies in Italy. Using a wealth of original
sources, D'Este paints an unforgettable portrait of men at war. From the front lines to
the councils of the Axis and Allied high commands, Bitter Victory offers penetrating
reassessments of the men who masterminded the campaign. Thrilling and authoritative,
this is military history on an epic scale.
Transcripts from General Patten's war diary covering his campaigns in Sicily, France,
and Germany
"The basis for the Academy Award-winning film starring George C. Scott"--Cover.
This is the authorised biography of one of the most debated, colourful, charismatic,
controversial and misunderstood figures ever to step onto the battlefield. D'Este reveals
the private personality of Patton.
“The best-researched, best-written account [of the Normandy Campaign] I have ever
read.”—Drew Middleton, The New York Times Book Review One of the most
controversial and dangerous military operations in the history of modern warfare, the
battle for Normandy took over two years of planning from each country that made up
the Allied forces. Mired to this day in myth and misconception, untangling the web of
work that led to D-Day is nearly as daunting as the work that led to the day itself.
Drawing from declassified documents, personal interviews, diaries, and more, Carlo
D’Este uncovers what really happened in Normandy. From what went right to what
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went wrong, D’Este takes readers on a journey from the very first moment Prime
Minister Churchill considered an invasion through France to the last battles of World
War II. Loaded with photos, maps, and first-hand accounts, readers can trace the
incredible road to victory and the intricate battles in-between. A comprehensive look
into the military strategy surrounding the second World War, Decision in Normandy is
an absolute essential for history buffs.
To be a successful soldier you must know history. . . . What you must know is how man
reacts. Weapons change but man who uses them changes not at all. To win battles you
do not beat weapons??????you beat the soul of man of the enemy man.
??????General George S. Patton, Jr. George S. Patton, Jr., born into an affluent
California family in 1885, knew in early youth that his future lay in the military past of his
ancestors. After graduating from West Point and placing 5th in the 1912 Olympics
pentathlon, he became military aide to General Pershing during the Mexican
Expedition, served as Tank Corps captain in World War I, and went on to lead Allied
armies to stunning victories during the Second World War. Promoted to 4-star general
by war's end, he was acknowledged our best general by America's vanquished
enemies and acclaimed by Americans as a hero. From his earliest days hunting and
fishing in the California outback to his ironic death in an automobile accident at war's
end in Germany, Historic Photos of General George Patton captures the greatest
exploits of one of the nation's greatest combat generals. Patton's life in pictures blazes
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a trail sure to enthrall every reader, from the student of history to the history buff. Patton
became and remains an American icon. The hundreds of photographs in Historic
Photos of General George Patton, all of them commanding the reader to attention and
many of them riveting it, help Americans more than sixty years after the end of Patton's
last war to understand why.
Hannibal vs. Scipio. Grant vs. Lee. Rommel vs. Patton. The greatest battles,
commanders, and rivalries of all time come to life in this engrossing guide to the
geniuses of military history. “A compelling study of military leadership.”—James M.
McPherson, Pulitzer Prize–winning author of Battle Cry of Freedom Any meeting of
genius may create sparks, but when military geniuses meet, their confrontations play
out upon a vast panorama of states or civilizations at war, wielding the full destructive
power of a mighty nation’s armies. Gods of War is the first single-volume, in-depth
examination of the most celebrated military rivalries of all time, and of the rare, world-
changing battles in which these great commanders in history matched themselves
against true equals. From Caesar and Pompey deciding the fate of the Roman
Republic, to Grant and Lee battling for a year during the American Civil War, to
Rommel and Montgomery and Patton meeting in battle after battle as Hitler strove for
European domination, these match-ups and their corresponding strategies are among
the most memorable in history. A thrilling look into both the generals’ lives and their
hardest-fought battles, Gods of War is also a thought-provoking analysis of the qualities
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that make a strong commander and a deep exploration of the historical context in which
the contestants were required to wage war, all told with rousing narrative flair. And in a
time when technology has made the potential costs of war even greater, it is a
masterful look at how military strategy has evolved and what it will take for leaders to
guide their nations to peace in the future.
General George S. Patton Jr. is one of the most successful yet misunderstood figures
in American military history. Despite the many books and articles written about him,
none considers in depth how his love of history shaped the course of his life. In this
thematic biography, Furman Daniel traces Patton’s obsession with history and argues
that it informed and contributed to many of his successes, both on and off the
battlefield. Patton deliberately cultivated the image of himself as a warrior from ages
past; the more interesting truth is that he was an exceptionally dedicated student of
history. He was a hard worker and voracious reader who gave a great deal of thought
to how military history might inform his endeavors. Most scholars have overlooked this
element of Patton’s character, which Daniel argues is essential to understanding the
man’s genius.
"BETTER TO FIGHT FOR SOMETHING THAN LIVE FOR NOTHING." — GENERAL
GEORGE S. PATTON It is 75 years since the end of WW II and the strange,
mysterious death of General George S. Patton, but as in life, Patton sets off a storm of
controversy. SILENCE PATTON: First Victim of the Cold War asks the question: Why
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was General Patton silenced during his service in World War II? Prevented from
receiving needed supplies that would have ended the war nine months earlier, freed the
death camps, and prevented Russian invasion of the Eastern Bloc, and Stalin's
murderous rampage. Why was he fired as General of the Third Army and relegated to a
governorship of post-war Bavaria? Who were his enemies? Was he a threat to
Eisenhower, Montgomery, and Bradley? And is it possible as some say that the
General's freakish collision with an Army truck, on the day before his departure for US,
was not really an accident? Or was Patton not only dismissed by his peers, but the
victim of an assassin's bullet at their behest? Was his personal silence necessary?
Early in his life, Patton was a markedly insecure man, petrified by the notion of failing to
live up to the standards of his pedigree. Patton was haunted by “several sets of
ghosts” throughout his lifetime, including his martial ancestors, the great men of history
and literature, and figures from his early years, especially relatives. As far as Patton
saw it, his chief duty in life was to live up to — if not surpass — the military precedent set
by his forebears. George Patton was driven by an innate sense of duty, both to his
family’s great military tradition and to his country. He was fixated on the notion of
reaching the status of a military legend, and driven by outdated notions about honor,
drawing from the Greek concept of arête and medieval notions of chivalry, both of
which had received a heightened level of attention in the 1800s. As a general, Patton
measured himself against Alexander, Caesar and Hannibal of antiquity. Combat was,
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for Patton, the means by which to attain glory and secure his eternal legacy. Patton was
simultaneously brilliant and deeply flawed. He lived an exciting, compulsive life, never
standing still for a moment, always searching, seeking, probing. He was daring and
noble on occasion, like the Greek and Roman military legends he revered. At other
times he was petulant and cruel, lacking in the diplomatic grace and tact that defined
many of his contemporaries, a real son-of-a-bitch (i.e. “Our Blood His Guts”: They
were mocking him). Patton was the kind of guy the Allies needed to get the dirty work
done on the ground, but also the guy they wanted to get rid of or silence when the
fighting was over. This is hardly surprising, given how outspoken Patton was about the
conduct of the war — especially its end and aftermath — and his willingness to identify
the Soviet Union as the next great threat to American democracy and world peace.
General George S. Patton was America's antihero of the Second World War. Orlando
explores whether a man of such a flawed character could have been right about his
claim that because the Allied troops, some within 200 miles of Berlin, or just outside
Prague, were held back from capturing the capitals to let Soviet troops move in, the
Cold War was inevitable. Patton said it loudly and often enough that he was relieved of
command and silenced. Patton had vowed to “take the gag off” after the war and tell
the intimate truth and inner workings about controversial decisions and questionable
politics that had cost the lives of his men. Was General Patton volatile, bombastic, self-
absorbed, reckless? Yes, but he was also politically astute and a brilliant military
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strategist who delivered badly needed wins. Questions still abound about Patton’s rise
and fall. SILENCE PATTON seeks to answer them.
A unique look at a bold and legendary general, and the compelling story of his only son,
who followed in his father's footsteps.
"An excellent book . . . D'Este's masterly account comes into its own." —The
Washington Post Book World Born into hardscrabble poverty in rural Kansas, the son of
stern pacifists, Dwight David Eisenhower graduated from high school more likely to
teach history than to make it. Casting new light on this profound evolution, Eisenhower
chronicles the unlikely, dramatic rise of the supreme Allied commander. With full access
to private papers and letters, Carlo D'Este has exposed for the first time the untold
myths that have surrounded Eisenhower and his family for over fifty years, and
identified the complex and contradictory character behind Ike's famous grin and air of
calm self-assurance. Unlike other biographies of the general, Eisenhower captures the
true Ike, from his youth to the pinnacle of his career and afterward.
"BETTER TO FIGHT FOR SOMETHING THAN LIVE FOR NOTHING." -- GENERAL
GEORGE S. PATTON It is 75 years since the end of WW II and the strange,
mysterious death of General George S. Patton, but as in life, Patton sets off a storm of
controversy. SILENCE PATTON: First Victim of the Cold War asks the question: Why
was General Patton silenced during his service in World War II? Prevented from
receiving needed supplies that would have ended the war nine months earlier, freed the
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death camps, and prevented Russian invasion of the Eastern Bloc, and Stalin's
murderous rampage. Why was he fired as General of the Third Army and relegated to a
governorship of post-war Bavaria? Who were his enemies? Was he a threat to
Eisenhower, Montgomery, and Bradley? And is it possible as some say that the
General's freakish collision with an Army truck, on the day before his departure for US,
was not really an accident? Or was Patton not only dismissed by his peers, but the
victim of an assassin's bullet at their behest? Was his personal silence necessary?
Early in his life, Patton was a markedly insecure man, petrified by the notion of failing to
live up to the standards of his pedigree. Patton was haunted by "several sets of ghosts"
throughout his lifetime, including his martial ancestors, the great men of history and
literature, and figures from his early years, especially relatives. As far as Patton saw it,
his chief duty in life was to live up to -- if not surpass -- the military precedent set by his
forebears. George Patton was driven by an innate sense of duty, both to his family's
great military tradition and to his country. He was fixated on the notion of reaching the
status of a military legend, and driven by outdated notions about honor, drawing from
the Greek concept of arête and medieval notions of chivalry, both of which had received
a heightened level of attention in the 1800s. As a general, Patton measured himself
against Alexander, Caesar and Hannibal of antiquity. Combat was, for Patton, the
means by which to attain glory and secure his eternal legacy. Patton was
simultaneously brilliant and deeply flawed. He lived an exciting, compulsive life, never
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standing still for a moment, always searching, seeking, probing. He was daring and
noble on occasion, like the Greek and Roman military legends he revered. At other
times he was petulant and cruel, lacking in the diplomatic grace and tact that defined
many of his contemporaries, a real son-of-a-bitch (i.e. "Our Blood His Guts" They were
mocking him). Patton was the kind of guy the Allies needed to get the dirty work done
on the ground, but also the guy they wanted to get rid of or silence when the fighting
was over. This is hardly surprising, given how outspoken Patton was about the conduct
of the war -- especially its end and aftermath -- and his willingness to identify the Soviet
Union as the next great threat to American democracy and world peace. General
George S. Patton was America's antihero of the Second World War. Orlando explores
whether a man of such a flawed character could have been right about his claim that
because the Allied troops, some within 200 miles of Berlin, or just outside Prague, were
held back from capturing the capitals to let Soviet troops move in, the Cold War was
inevitable. Patton said it loudly and often enough that he was relieved of command and
silenced. Patton had vowed to "take the gag off" after the war and tell the intimate truth
and inner workings about controversial decisions and questionable politics that had cost
the lives of his men. Was General Patton volatile, bombastic, self-absorbed, reckless?
Yes, but he was also politically astute and a brilliant military strategist who delivered
badly needed wins. Questions still abound about Patton's rise and fall. SILENCE
PATTON seeks to answer them.
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George S. Patton embodied contradiction: a cavalryman steeped in romantic military
tradition, he nevertheless pulled a reluctant American military into the most advanced
realms of highly mobile armored warfare. An autocratic snob, Patton created
unparalleled rapport and loyalty with the lowliest private in his command; an outspoken
racist, he led the only racially integrated U.S. military unit in World War II; an
exuberantly profane man, he prayed daily and believed God had destined him for
military greatness; a profoundly insecure individual, he made his Third Army the most
self-confident and consistently victorious fighting force in the European theater. From
Patton's boyhood battling dyslexia and becoming an avid reader, to his leadership
strategies that modernized the U.S. army, Alan Axelrod delivers a fascinating account
of Patton's life and legacy.
Originally published: New York: Crown Publishers, c1994.
The remarkable untold story of France’s courageous, clever vinters who protected and
rescued the country’s most treasured commodity from German plunder during World
War II. "To be a Frenchman means to fight for your country and its wine." –Claude
Terrail, owner, Restaurant La Tour d’Argent In 1940, France fell to the Nazis and
almost immediately the German army began a campaign of pillaging one of the assets
the French hold most dear: their wine. Like others in the French Resistance,
winemakers mobilized to oppose their occupiers, but the tale of their extraordinary
efforts has remained largely unknown–until now. This is the thrilling and harrowing story
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of the French wine producers who undertook ingenious, daring measures to save their
cherished crops and bottles as the Germans closed in on them. Wine and War
illuminates a compelling, little-known chapter of history, and stands as a tribute to
extraordinary individuals who waged a battle that, in a very real way, saved the spirit of
France.
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