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In this celebrated memoir and exploration of identity, cancer transforms the author’s face,
childhood, and the rest of her life. At age nine, Lucy Grealy was diagnosed with a potentially
terminal cancer. When she returned to school with a third of her jaw removed, she faced the
cruel taunts of classmates. It took her twenty years of living with a distorted self-image and
more than thirty years of reconstructive procedures before she could come to terms with her
appearance. In this lyrical and strikingly candid memoir, Grealy tells her story of great suffering
and remarkable strength without sentimentality and with considerable wit. She captures what it
is like as a child and a young adult to be torn between two warring impulses: to feel that more
than anything else we want to be loved for who we are, while wishing desperately and secretly
to be perfect. A New York Times Notable Book “This is a young woman’s first book, the story
of her own life, and both book and life are unforgettable.” —New York Times “Engaging and
engrossing, a story of grace as well as cruelty, and a demonstration of [Grealy's] own wit and
style and class."—Washington Post Book World
Read about the fascinating life of Benjamin Franklin in this beautifully illustrated version of his
autobiography.
Voted America's Best-Loved Novel in PBS's The Great American Read Harper Lee's Pulitzer
Prize-winning masterwork of honor and injustice in the deep South—and the heroism of one
man in the face of blind and violent hatred One of the most cherished stories of all time, To Kill
a Mockingbird has been translated into more than forty languages, sold more than forty million
copies worldwide, served as the basis for an enormously popular motion picture, and was
voted one of the best novels of the twentieth century by librarians across the country. A
gripping, heart-wrenching, and wholly remarkable tale of coming-of-age in a South poisoned by
virulent prejudice, it views a world of great beauty and savage inequities through the eyes of a
young girl, as her father—a crusading local lawyer—risks everything to defend a black man
unjustly accused of a terrible crime.
Autobiographical accounts, travel sketches, and reminiscences, many of them reprints of
former magazine articles.
George Müller, a rebellious thief transformed into a humble servant of God, longed for his life
to be a living manifestation of the strength and power of Christ. From a position of utter
dependence upon God, Müller opens up his journals and offers us front row access to the
inner workings of his own spiritual life as well as an intimate accounting of the miraculous
provisions of God which enabled him to house, feed and care for thousands of orphans in 19th
century England. Müller humbly beckons every single one of his readers to follow his lead
toward a life of uncomplicated, dynamic faith in the King of kings and Lord of lords who is alive
and waiting to overturn every paradigm of a watching world. Our modern world desperately
needs to see the power and light of the risen Christ bursting forth from our lives. Who among
us is willing to take up the baton of faith Müller extends to us here and offer up our lives as
living sacrifices to the faithful God of love?
“Spend the day in bed” with Autobiography by Morrissey, whose new album Low in High
School is out November 17th Steven Patrick Morrissey was born in Manchester on May 22nd
1959. Singer-songwriter and co-founder of the Smiths (1982–1987), Morrissey has been a solo
artist for twenty-six years, during which time he has had three number 1 albums in England in
three different decades. Achieving eleven Top 10 albums (plus nine with the Smiths), his songs
have been recorded by David Bowie, Nancy Sinatra, Marianne Faithfull, Chrissie Hynde,
Thelma Houston, My Chemical Romance and Christy Moore, amongst others. An animal
protectionist, in 2006 Morrissey was voted the second greatest living British icon by viewers of
the BBC, losing out to Sir David Attenborough. In 2007 Morrissey was voted the greatest
northern male, past or present, in a nationwide newspaper poll. In 2012, Morrissey was
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awarded the Keys to the City of Tel-Aviv. It has been said “Most pop stars have to be dead
before they reach the iconic status that Morrissey has reached in his lifetime.”
“This rich volume is a national treasure.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “Captivating,
informative, and inspiring…Easy to follow and hard to put down.” —School Library Journal
(starred review) The inspiring autobiography of NASA mathematician Katherine Johnson, who
helped launch Apollo 11. As a young girl, Katherine Johnson showed an exceptional aptitude
for math. In school she quickly skipped ahead several grades and was soon studying complex
equations with the support of a professor who saw great promise in her. But ability and
opportunity did not always go hand in hand. As an African American and a girl growing up in an
era of brutal racism and sexism, Katherine faced daily challenges. Still, she lived her life with
her father’s words in mind: “You are no better than anyone else, and nobody else is better
than you.” In the early 1950s, Katherine was thrilled to join the organization that would become
NASA. She worked on many of NASA’s biggest projects including the Apollo 11 mission that
landed the first men on the moon. Katherine Johnson’s story was made famous in the
bestselling book and Oscar-nominated film Hidden Figures. Now in Reaching for the Moon she
tells her own story for the first time, in a lively autobiography that will inspire young readers
everywhere.
The Autobiography of Malcolm X was intended to be a true autobiography, with the name of
Alex Haley appearing not at all or as a ghost writer or as a mere contributor or assistant.
However, with the assassination of Malcolm X having occurred in Harlem in New York City on
February 21, 1965 just before this book could be published, it became necessary to reveal the
important role of Alex Haley in creating this book.
The #1 New York Times bestselling autobiography of the guitarist, songwriter, singer,
and founding member of the Rolling Stones. Ladies and gentlemen: Keith Richards.
With The Rolling Stones, Keith Richards created the songs that roused the world, and
he lived the original rock and roll life. Now, at last, the man himself tells his story of life
in the crossfire hurricane. Listening obsessively to Chuck Berry and Muddy Waters
records, learning guitar and forming a band with Mick Jagger and Brian Jones. The
Rolling Stones's first fame and the notorious drug busts that led to his enduring image
as an outlaw folk hero. Creating immortal riffs like the ones in "Jumping Jack Flash" and
"Honky Tonk Women." His relationship with Anita Pallenberg and the death of Brian
Jones. Tax exile in France, wildfire tours of the U.S., isolation and addiction. Falling in
love with Patti Hansen. Estrangement from Jagger and subsequent reconciliation.
Marriage, family, solo albums and Xpensive Winos, and the road that goes on forever.
With his trademark disarming honesty, Keith Richard brings us the story of a life we
have all longed to know more of, unfettered, fearless, and true.
Over the course of his 60 years, Christopher Hitchens has been a citizen of both the
United States and the United Kingdom. He has been both a socialist opposed to the
war in Vietnam and a supporter of the U.S. war against Islamic extremism in Iraq. He
has been both a foreign correspondent in some of the world's most dangerous places
and a legendary bon vivant with an unquenchable thirst for alcohol and literature. He is
a fervent atheist, raised as a Christian, by a mother whose Jewish heritage was not
revealed to him until her suicide. In other words, Christopher Hitchens contains
multitudes. He sees all sides of an argument. And he believes the personal is political.
This is the story of his life, lived large.
Rapper Gucci Mane takes us to his roots in Alabama, the streets of East Atlanta, the
trap house, and the studio where he found his voice as a peerless rapper. He reflects
on his inimitable career and in the process confronts his dark past -- the murder charge,
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years behind bars, addiction, career highs and lows -- the making of the Trap God. It is
one of the greatest comeback stories in the history of music. -- Adapted from book
jacket.
With knowledge, spirit, good humor, and passion, THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. brings to life a remarkable man whose thoughts and
actions speak to our most burning contemporary issues and still inspire the desires,
hopes, and dreams of us all. Written in his own words, this history-making
autobiography is Martin Luther King: the mild-mannered, inquisitive child and student
who chafed under and eventually rebelled against segregation; the dedicated young
minister who continually questioned the depths of his faith and the limits of his wisdom;
the loving husband and father who sought to balance his family's needs with those of a
growing, nationwide movement; and the reflective, world-famous leader who was fired
by a vision of equality for people everywhere. Relevant and insightful, THE
AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. offers King's seldom disclosed
views on some of the world's greatest and most controversial figures: John F. Kennedy,
Malcolm X, Lyndon B. Johnson, Mahatma Gandhi, and Richard Nixon. It also paints a
rich and moving portrait of a people, a time, and a nation in the face of powerful
change. Finally, it shows how everyday Americans from all walks of life confronted
themselves, each other, and the burden of the past-and how their fears and courage
helped shape our future.
A first-person narrative of Olaudah Equiano’s journey from his native Africa to the New
World, that follows his capture, introduction to Christianity and eventual release. His
story is an eye-opening depiction of personal resilience in the face of structural
oppression. Olaudah Equiano’s origins are rooted in West Africa’s Eboe district, which
is modern-day Nigeria. He details the shocking events that led up to his kidnapping and
subsequent trade into slavery. His journey starts at 11 years old, forcing him to come of
age in a society that abuses him at every turn. During his plight, he attempts to find new
ways to survive, educating himself and eventually formulating a plan to obtain his
freedom. In The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, the author
illustrates the harsh realities of slavery. Upon its release, the book was well-received
and translated into multiple languages including German and Dutch. It set the
precedent for many first-person narratives that would highlight their own unfathomable
experiences. With an eye-catching new cover, and professionally typeset manuscript,
this edition of The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano is both modern
and readable.
The Autobiography of Malcolm Xlresda kames
An intimate, revealing look at one artist’s journey from self-censorship to full
expression As one of the most celebrated musicians in the world, Alicia Keys has
enraptured the globe with her heartfelt lyrics, extraordinary vocal range, and soul-
stirring piano compositions. Yet away from the spotlight, Alicia has grappled with private
heartache—over the challenging and complex relationship with her father, the people-
pleasing nature that characterized her early career, the loss of privacy surrounding her
romantic relationships, and the oppressive expectations of female perfection. Since
Alicia rose to fame, her public persona has belied a deep personal truth: she has spent
years not fully recognizing or honoring her own worth. After withholding parts of herself
for so long, she is at last exploring the questions that live at the heart of her story: Who
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am I, really? And once I discover that truth, how can I become brave enough to
embrace it? More Myself is part autobiography, part narrative documentary. Alicia’s
journey is revealed not only through her own candid recounting, but also through vivid
recollections from those who have walked alongside her. The result is a 360-degree
perspective on Alicia’s path, from her girlhood in Hell’s Kitchen and Harlem to the
process of growth and self-discovery that we all must navigate. In More Myself, Alicia
shares her quest for truth—about herself, her past, and her shift from sacrificing her spirit
to celebrating her worth. With the raw honesty that epitomizes Alicia’s artistry, More
Myself is at once a riveting account and a clarion call to readers: to define themselves
in a world that rarely encourages a true and unique identity.
This short but richly detailed memoir by Thomas Jefferson offers a rare
autobiographical glimpse into the fascinating mind of this Founding Father during the
tumultuous events of his remarkable public career. In addition to being America's third
President, Jefferson was Minister to France during the early stages of the French
Revolution, wartime Governor of Virginia, Washington's Secretary of State and Vice
President during the John Adams administration. This new edition of the Autobiography
includes an essay on Jefferson by historian Elbert Hubbard.
The British author and actor shares his own entertaining gay coming-of-age
story, from his tumultuous youth, to the teenage love affair with a fellow
schoolboy that had a profound impact on his life, to the attempted suicide,
deliquency, and madness that followed. 20,000 first printing.
The book that inspired the major new motion picture Mandela: Long Walk to
Freedom. Nelson Mandela is one of the great moral and political leaders of our
time: an international hero whose lifelong dedication to the fight against racial
oppression in South Africa won him the Nobel Peace Prize and the presidency of
his country. Since his triumphant release in 1990 from more than a quarter-
century of imprisonment, Mandela has been at the center of the most compelling
and inspiring political drama in the world. As president of the African National
Congress and head of South Africa's antiapartheid movement, he was
instrumental in moving the nation toward multiracial government and majority
rule. He is revered everywhere as a vital force in the fight for human rights and
racial equality. LONG WALK TO FREEDOM is his moving and exhilarating
autobiography, destined to take its place among the finest memoirs of history's
greatest figures. Here for the first time, Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela tells the
extraordinary story of his life--an epic of struggle, setback, renewed hope, and
ultimate triumph.
Autobiography of Andrew Carnegie - Popular Edition.
'Deftly written...a spellbinding tale.' The New York Times In 2013 Assata Shakur,
founding member of the Black Liberation Army, former Black Panther and
godmother of Tupac Shakur, became the first ever woman to make the FBI's
most wanted terrorist list. Assata Shakur's trial and conviction for the murder of a
white state trooper in the spring of 1973 divided America. Her case quickly
became emblematic of race relations and police brutality in the USA. While
Assata's detractors continue to label her a ruthless killer, her defenders cite her
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as the victim of a systematic, racist campaign to criminalize and suppress black
nationalist organizations. This intensely personal and political autobiography
reveals a sensitive and gifted woman. With wit and candour Assata recounts the
formative experiences that led her to embrace a life of activism. With pained
awareness she portrays the strengths, weaknesses and eventual demise of black
and white revolutionary groups at the hands of the state. A major contribution to
the history of black liberation, destined to take its place alongside The
Autobiography of Malcolm X and the works of Maya Angelou.
Selected from Mark Twain's typescript.
"This is a novel in the guise of the tape-recorded recollections of a black woman
who has lived 110 years, who has been both a slave and a witness to the black
militancy of the 1960's. In this woman Ernest Gaines has created a legendary
figure, a woman equipped to stand beside William Faulkner's Dilsey in The
Sound And The Fury." Miss Jane Pittman, like Dilsey, has 'endured,' has seen
almost everything and foretold the rest. Gaines' novel brings to mind other great
works The Odyssey for the way his heroine's travels manage to summarize the
American history of her race, and Huckleberry Finn for the clarity of her voice, for
her rare capacity to sort through the mess of years and things to find the one true
story in it all." -- Geoffrey Wolff, Newsweek. "Stunning. I know of no black novel
about the South that excludes quite the same refreshing mix of wit and wrath,
imagination and indignation, misery and poetry. And I can recall no more
memorable female character in Southern fiction since Lena of Faulkner's Light In
August than Miss Jane Pittman." -- Josh Greenfeld, Life
He was the "Man in Black," a country music legend, and the quintessential
American troubadour. He was an icon of rugged individualism who had been to
hell and back, telling the tale as never before. In his unforgettable autobiography,
Johnny Cash tells the truth about the highs and lows, the struggles and hard-won
triumphs, and the people who shaped him. In his own words, Cash set the record
straight -- and dispelled a few myths -- as he looked unsparingly at his
remarkable life: from the joys of his boyhood in Dyess, Arkansas to superstardom
in Nashville, Tennessee, the road of Cash's life has been anything but smooth.
Cash writes of the thrill of playing with Elvis, the comfort of praying with Billy
Graham; of his battles with addiction and of the devotion of his wife, June; of his
gratitude for life, and of his thoughts on what the afterlife may bring. Here, too,
are the friends of a lifetime, including Willie Nelson, Roy Orbison, Bob Dylan, and
Kris Kristofferson. As powerful and memorable as one of his classic songs, Cash
is filled with the candor, wit, and wisdom of a man who truly "walked the line."
The iconic Star Trek character’s lifestory appears for the first time in his own
words; perfect for fans of the upcoming Star Trek: Strange New Words. One of
Starfleet’s finest officers and the Federation’s most celebrated citizens reveals
his life story. Mr Spock explores his difficult childhood on Vulcan with Michael
Burnham, his controversial enrolment at Starfleet Academy, his time on the
Enterprise with both Kirk and Pike, and his moves to his diplomatic and
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ambassadorial roles, including his clandestine mission to Romulus. Brand-new
details of his life on Vulcan and the Enterprise are revealed, along with never-
before-seen insights into Spock’s relationships with the most important figures in
his life, including Sarek, Michael Burnham, Christopher Pike, Kirk, McCoy and
more, all told in his own distinctive voice.
A candid and insightful look at an era and a life through the eyes of one of the
most remarkable Americans of the twentieth century, First Lady and humanitarian
Eleanor Roosevelt. The daughter of one of New York’s most influential families,
niece of Theodore Roosevelt, and wife of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
Eleanor Roosevelt witnessed some of the most remarkable decades in modern
history, as America transitioned from the Gilded Age, the Progressive Era, and
the Depression to World War II and the Cold War. A champion of the
downtrodden, Eleanor drew on her experience and used her role as First Lady to
help those in need. Intimately involved in her husband’s political life, from the
governorship of New York to the White House, Eleanor would eventually become
a powerful force of her own, heading women’s organizations and youth
movements, and battling for consumer rights, civil rights, and improved housing.
In the years after FDR’s death, this inspiring, controversial, and outspoken
leader would become a U.N. Delegate, chairman of the Commission on Human
Rights, a newspaper columnist, Democratic party activist, world-traveler, and
diplomat devoted to the ideas of liberty and human rights. This single volume
biography brings her into focus through her own words, illuminating the vanished
world she grew up, her life with her political husband, and the post-war years
when she worked to broaden cooperation and understanding at home and
abroad. The Autobiography of Eleanor Roosevelt includes 16 pages of black-and-
white photos.
The award-winning poet reinvents a genre in a stunning work that is both a novel
and a poem, both an unconventional re-creation of an ancient Greek myth and a
wholly original coming-of-age story set in the present. Geryon, a young boy who
is also a winged red monster, reveals the volcanic terrain of his fragile, tormented
soul in an autobiography he begins at the age of five. As he grows older, Geryon
escapes his abusive brother and affectionate but ineffectual mother, finding
solace behind the lens of his camera and in the arms of a young man named
Herakles, a cavalier drifter who leaves him at the peak of infatuation. When
Herakles reappears years later, Geryon confronts again the pain of his desire
and embarks on a journey that will unleash his creative imagination to its fullest
extent. By turns whimsical and haunting, erudite and accessible, richly layered
and deceptively simple, Autobiography of Red is a profoundly moving portrait of
an artist coming to terms with the fantastic accident of who he is. A NEW YORK
TIMES NOTABLE BOOK OF THE YEAR National Book Critics Circle Award
Finalist "Anne Carson is, for me, the most exciting poet writing in English today."
--Michael Ondaatje "This book is amazing--I haven't discovered any writing in
years so marvelously disturbing." --Alice Munro "A profound love story . . .
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sensuous and funny, poignant, musical and tender." --The New York Times Book
Review "A deeply odd and immensely engaging book. . . . [Carson] exposes with
passionate force the mythic underlying the explosive everyday." --The Village
Voice
REA's MAXnotes for Alex Haley's *The Autobiography of Malcolm X* MAXnotes
offer a fresh look at masterpieces of literature, presented in a lively and
interesting fashion. Written by literary experts who currently teach the subject,
MAXnotes will enhance your understanding and enjoyment of the work.
MAXnotes are designed to stimulate independent thought about the literary work
by raising various issues and thought-provoking ideas and questions. MAXnotes
cover the essentials of what one should know about each work, including an
overall summary, character lists, an explanation and discussion of the plot, the
work's historical context, illustrations to convey the mood of the work, and a
biography of the author. Each chapter is individually summarized and analyzed,
and has study questions and answers. Amazon.com Review Malcolm X's searing
memoir belongs on the small shelf of great autobiographies. The reasons are
many: the blistering honesty with which he recounts his transformation from a
bitter, self-destructive petty criminal into an articulate political activist, the
continued relevance of his militant analysis of white racism, and his emphasis on
self-respect and self-help for African Americans. And there's the vividness with
which he depicts black popular culture--try as he might to criticize those lindy
hops at Boston's Roseland dance hall from the perspective of his Muslim faith, he
can't help but make them sound pretty wonderful. These are but a few examples.
The Autobiography of Malcolm X limns an archetypal journey from ignorance and
despair to knowledge and spiritual awakening. When Malcolm tells coauthor Alex
Haley, "People don't realize how a man's whole life can be changed by one
book," he voices the central belief underpinning every attempt to set down a
personal story as an example for others. Although many believe his ethic was
directly opposed to Martin Luther King Jr.'s during the civil rights struggle of the
'60s, the two were not so different. Malcolm may have displayed a most un-
Christian distaste for loving his enemies, but he understood with King that love of
God and love of self are the necessary first steps on the road to freedom.
--Wendy Smith Review Biography, published in 1965, of the American black
militant religious leader and activist who was born Malcolm Little. Written by Alex
Haley, who had conducted extensive audiotaped interviews with Malcolm X just
before his assassination in 1965, the book gained renown as a classic work on
black American experience. The Autobiography recounts the life of Malcolm X
from his traumatic childhood plagued by racism to his years as a drug dealer and
pimp, his conversion to the Black Muslim sect (Nation of Islam) while in prison for
burglary, his subsequent years of militant activism, and the turn late in his life to
more orthodox Islam. --The Merriam-Webster Encyclopedia of Literature
The long-awaited memoir of her tumultuous year in office, A Woman First: First
Woman is an intimate first-person account of the public and private lives of Selina
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Meyer, America’s first woman president. Known and beloved throughout the
world as a vocal and fearless advocate for adult literacy, fighting AIDS, our
military families, and as a stalwart champion of the oppressed, especially the
long-suffering people of Tibet, President Meyer is considered one of the world’s
most notable people. In her own words, she reveals the innermost workings of
the world’s most powerful office, sharing previous secret details along with her
own personal feelings about the historic events of her time. In A Woman First:
First Woman, President Selina Meyer tells the story of her times the way that only
she could, Readers will gain new insights not only into Meyer herself but also the
mechanics of governing and the many colorful personalities in Meyer’s orbit,
including world leaders and her devoted cadre of allies and aides, many of them
already familiar to the American people.
Excerpt from Passages From the Autobiography of a Shakespeare Student
Illustrated by Mr. Churton Collin. 6 d.A Who Was Shakespeare Translated from
the German of Professor Holzer bv R.M. Theobald. The Classical Element IX The
Shakespeare Plays. William Theobald.512 pp. 76.Edited, with Preface, by R.M.
T.May be had of the Author, 49, Micheldever Road, Lee, S.E.; or Publishers,
Robert Banks Son, Racquet Coxirt, Fleet Street, E.C. About the Publisher
Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books.
Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an
important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to
digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing
imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the
original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We
do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such
historical works.
The long-awaited autobiography from Georgetown University’s legendary coach,
whose life on and off the basketball court threw America’s unresolved struggle
with racial justice into sharp relief. John Thompson was never just a basketball
coach and I Came As A Shadow is categorically not just a basketball
autobiography. After five decades at the center of race and sports in America,
Thompson—the iconic NCAA champion, Black activist, and educator—was ready to
make the private public at last, and he completed this autobiography shortly
before his death in the historically tumultuous summer of 2020. Chockful of
stories and moving beyond mere stats (three Final Fours, four-time national
coach of the year, seven Big East championships, 97 percent graduation rate),
Thompson’s book drives us through his childhood under Jim Crow segregation
to our current moment of racial reckoning. We experience riding shotgun with
Celtics icon Red Auerbach and coaching NBA Hall of Famers like Patrick Ewing
and Allen Iverson. What were the origins of the the phrase “Hoya Paranoia”?
You’ll see. And parting his veil of secrecy, Thompson brings us into his
negotiation with a D.C. drug kingpin in his players’ orbit in the 1980s, as well as
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behind the scenes of his years on the Nike board. Thompson’s mother was a
teacher who had to clean houses because of racism in the nation's capital. His
father could not read or write. Their son grew up to be a man with his own larger-
than-life statue in a building that bears his family’s name on a campus once kept
afloat by the selling of 272 enslaved Black people. This is a great American story,
and John Thompson’s experience sheds light on many of the issues roiling our
nation. In these pages, he proves himself to be the elder statesman whose final
words college basketball and the country need to hear. I Came As A Shadow is
not a swan song, but a bullhorn blast from one of America’s most prominent
sons.
Bertrand Russell was born in 1872 and died in 1970. One of the most influential
figures of the twentieth century, he transformed philosophy and can lay claim to
being one of the greatest philosophers of all time. He was a Nobel Prize winner
for Literature and was imprisoned several times as a result of his pacifism. His
views on religion, education, sex, politics and many other topics, made him one
of the most read and revered writers of the age. This, his autobiography, is one of
the most compelling and vivid ever written. This one-volume, compact paperback
edition contains an introduction by the politician and scholar, Michael Foot, which
explores the status of this classic nearly 30 years after the publication of the final
volume.
A seventy-year-old West Indian woman looks back over the course of her life and
examines the relationships that have given meaning to her existence
The Autobiography of Mark Twain is a collection of reminiscences and
reflections. Twain began dictating them in 1870, and in 1906 he published
Chapters from My Autobiography in twenty-five installments in the North
American Review. He continued to write stories for his autobiography, most of
which weren’t published in his lifetime due to a lack of access to his papers, or
their private subject matters. After Twain’s death, numerous editors have tried to
organize this collection of published and unpublished autobiographical works,
producing various differing editions. The most recent attempt is by the Mark
Twain Project at the University of California, Berkeley, which published a three-
volume edition; but, through what many consider legal trickery, the University of
California, Berkeley has claimed copyright on that edition until 2047—137 years
after Twain’s death. This Standard Ebooks production is based on Harper and
Brothers’ 1924 collection, compiled by Albert Bigelow Paine. This book is part of
the Standard Ebooks project, which produces free public domain ebooks.
The protagonist of this fictional autobiography wrestles with race in America from
the perspective of someone who learns that he is considered black but also that
he can pass as white if he wants to. His personal ambitiousness and racial
ambivalence makes him a sort of American Hamlet: undone by indecision. Will
he be “a credit to his race” by advancing an African-American heritage he loves
and appreciates in the face of a hostile culture, or will he retreat into the
mediocrity of a safe, white, middle-class family life? Along the way, he shares his
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penetrating observations about race relations in the American north and south,
about the “freemasonry” of subterranean black American culture, about the
emerging bohemian jazz subculture in New York City, and about traditions of
African American religious music and oratory. This book is part of the Standard
Ebooks project, which produces free public domain ebooks.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part
of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced
from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible.
Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most
of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the
world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the
United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States,
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate)
has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact,
this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc.
Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
In Frederick Douglass' 1845 memoir, the former slave and famous orator,
describes the events of his life including the brutal treatment that he experienced
and witnessed, at the hand of slave masters. This book is the most famous
narrative, told from a former slave during this time period. The memoir is
considered to be one of the most influential pieces of literature that fueled the
abolitionist movement in the United States.
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