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This book provides a comparative overview and account of how the parties in Western
Europe have perceived contemporary challenges of electoral dealignment and how
they have responded - whether organizationally, programmatically, or institutionally.
Uncertainty about the future of the government and strong anti-political sentiment
dominated Italian politics in 2007. Following a government crisis in February, rooted in
the question of Italy’s role in Afghanistan, Prime Minister Romano Prodi was able to re-
establish his coalition, but in the spring it suffered a clear setback in local elections
amidst a climate of growing unpopularity. Initial chapters in this volume analyse these
events as well as some important initiatives aimed, in different ways, at containing
public disaffection towards the political class: the establishment of the Democratic
Party, the electoral referendum campaign, and Silvio Berlusconi’s announcement of
the birth of a new, center-right political party. As demonstrated in following chapters, the
government did still manage to achieve a degree of success during the year in
combating tax evasion and reducing the budget deficit as a result of increased tax
revenue and more effective control of public expenditure. A number of redistributive
goals were achieved in this way, as the volume’s examination of government social
policy makes clear. Final chapters complete the picture of the state of Italian society in
a year characterized by a fragile government facing a number challenging issues
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subject to veto: the liberalization program and the uncompleted introduction of fiscal
federalism, the ever-challenging management of the national health system, the role of
the Bank of Italy, the relationship with the Catholic Church and the legislation on de
facto couples, crime and security.
The Emergence of Political Catholicism in ItalyPartito Popolare 1919-1926Partito
D'AzionePublications Relating to Partito Socialista ItalianoItalian Politics, a ReviewA
Publication of the Conference Group on Italian Politics and the Carlo Cattaneo
InstituteThe Partito Socialista UnitarioWhy?.Agli onesti e leali di qualunque partito. [A
justification of the author's political conduct.]Questions about the Partito Nazionale
MonarchicoPublications Relating to Partito Comunista ItalianoThe partito popolare and
the VaticanUn Partito. [A scheme for a political party.].Party Change Between
Disintermediation and ReintermediationThe Caases of the Partito Democratico and the
Movimento 5 Stelle
The volume explores the relationship of artists and intellectuals from ancient Greece to
modern times.
The northern Italian, ‘Padanian’ identity, fostered by the Lega Nord, is rooted in the long-
standing tradition, in political and scholarly discourse, of casting regional differences within
Italy in terms of a North-South geographic divide. Trying to come to terms, in the late 1980s
and 1990s, with Italy’s (real or presumed) inadequacies – such as inefficient government,
corruption, and organized crime – this imagined geography acquired political centrality in that
the North became associated with the virtues of modernity and the South with the vices of un-
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modernity. It was not only politicians but also social scientists, who fostered and perpetuated
this conceptualization of the North-South divide, thus imposing a normative hierarchy between
the two parts of the country. In response to this discourse many scholars, both in Italy and
abroad, have started to question this perception of the South as a “backward” and implicitly
inferior society. Starting from this critical tradition, Michel Huysseune provides a new,
systematic, and interdisciplinary approach that re-interprets the premises behind Italy’s
imagined geography of modernity. He moves beyond an understanding of the South as a
“backward” and implicitly inferior society and problematizes normative notions of modernity,
thus offering a new perspective on the North-South divide, which has a significance well
beyond the case of Italy.
The Societies of Europe is an 8-title series of historical data handbooks and accompanying CD-
ROM sets on the development of Europe from the nineteenth to the twentieth century. The
series is a product of the Mannheim Centre for Social research, a body dedicated to
comparative research on Europe and one of the leading social research institutes in the world.
It is a collection of datasets giving a clear and systematic study of long term developments in
European society. The data is presented statistically and is clearly comparative. The Societies
of Europe is the most comprehensive data series available on Western European social
issues. Each book is accompanied by a CD-ROM containing datasets not included in the text
enabling users to manipulate the data as wanted. Information is available in different
programmes (Excel, SPSS and SAS) and in data structures for analysing, and building time
series. This data handbook and CD-ROM records the results of all legislative elections held in
18 European countries collected at the level of single constituency for the first time. The
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collection of results has been made completely machine-readable according to standard rules
across countries, historical periods and electoral systems.
In this much-lauded memoir, acclaimed for its blend of literary elegance and political passion,
Rossana Rossanda, a legendary figure on the Italian left, reflects on a life of radical
commitment. Active as a communist militant in the Italian Resistance against fascism during
World War Two, Rossanda rose rapidly in its aftermath, becoming editor of the Communist
Party weekly paper and a member of parliament. Initially a party loyalist, she was critical of the
party’s conservatism in the face of new radical movements and moved into opposition during
the late 1960s. The breach widened after she and others publicly opposed the Soviet invasion
of Czechoslovakia, and were expelled in 1969. She went on to create the influential daily il
manifesto, which continues to this day. Her unique experience enables her to reconstruct that
period with flair and authority. She paints a revealing picture of fascism, communism, post-war
reconstruction and the revolts that shook Europe in the 1960s. In The Comrade from Milan,
one of the most influential intellectuals of the European Left relives the storms of the twentieth
century. Both cool-headed and precise, Rossanda provides a rare insight into what it means to
be politically engaged.
Thèse. Sciences sociales. Sciences politiques. 2019
Electoral systems matter. They are a crucial link in the chain connecting the preferences of
citizens to the policy choices made by governments. They are chosen by political actors and,
once in existence, have political consequences for those actors. They are an important object
of study for anyone interested in the political process, and in this book we subject them to
systematic analysis. In addition to some comparative chapters, the book contains full accounts
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of the operation of electoral systems in 22 countries: France, the UK, Germany, Italy, Israel,
Spain, Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, The Netherlands, Ireland, Hungary, Russia,
Australia, Canada, India, the USA, Japan, New Zealand, Chile, and South Africa. The book
provides detailed analyses of the operation of a diverse set of electoral systems in their
national context. Each chapter explains how the electoral system really works in the given
country, examining the strategic incentives the system provides to voters, candidates, and
parties. All country chapters have a common format and structure. Successive sections
analyse: the institutional context; how each electoral system was chosen historically; how the
current electoral system operates (the rules, mechanics, and ballot structure); and the political
consequences of the current system (the impact on the party system, the internal life of parties,
and the impact on parliament and government formation). Each country chapter then contains
a final section which focuses on the politicization of electoral institutions. In recent years many
countries have changed their electoral systems, either entirely or in part so there is a strong
focus on the processes of electoral reform, both historically and prospectively. The book
concentrates on the real world 'politics', as well as the 'political science' of electoral systems.
The book will be of interest to those concerned with the practical political business of electoral
reform. The book contains a wealth of evidence about the performance of various kinds of
proportional representation and of non-PR systems. This will be invaluable for anyone
interested in the question: 'What would be the best electoral system for my country?'
Quando viene pubblicato, nel 1978, Per partito preso" è giudicato un romanzo dalla violenta
figurazione metaforica: siamo negli anni della contestazione, del centrosinistra, del delitto
Moro. Giuseppe Bonura narra di una profonda crisi personale e generale che si approfondirà in
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quello che potremmo definire "un futuro senza futuro". Il protagonista in prima persona è un
senatore comunista (sono evocati, oltre a un inequivocabile "Enrico", vari politici noti) che,
raccontando a uno psicoanalista la propria vita, rimescola nel presente e intreccia nel ricordo
le vicende più recenti. È un eroe della Resistenza che deve misurarsi con la dura realtà: un
terremoto accentua e affretta la frana o smottamento dell'intero paese; il partito sospinge lui,
recalcitrante leader della zona, a convincere all'esodo gli abitanti; la moglie lo lascia per unirsi
al sindaco democristiano. C'è anche un misterioso uomo-ombra che lo spia e lo segue.
Completano lo scenario i neofascisti che lo insultano e all'opposto i giovani democratici che
operano per una nuova società." (Gilberto Finzi) "
When political parties make policy decisions they are influenced by the competition they face
from other parties. This book examines how party competition and party systems affect
reforms of social protection. Featuring a historical comparison of Italy and Germany post-1945,
the book shows how a high number of parties and ideological polarisation lead to fragmented
and unequal social benefits. Utilising a comparative approach, the author brings together two
important issues in welfare state research that have been insufficiently investigated. Firstly, the
complex influence of party competition on social policy-making, and second, how some social
groups enjoy better social protection than others. Moving beyond the two countries of the case
study, the book proposes an innovative framework for studying segmentation of social
protection and applies this framework to a wider set of 15 advanced welfare states. Overall,
this book draws together different strands of research on political parties and on welfare states,
and introduces a new argument on how party politics shapes social policy. An invaluable text
on the political economy of the welfare state, Politics of Segmentation will be of interest to
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scholars of political economy, social policy and comparative politics.
In 1999, Italy experienced another year of political uncertainty. The centre-left coalition
government was weakened by infighting throughout the year and paid a high electoral price for
its failure to present a common front to the electorate. In June, Silvio Berlusconi's Liberty Pole
coalition won substantial victories in local elections including a symbolic triumph in Bologna, a
stronghold of the Italian left. In December, bickering inside his parliamentary majority forced
Massimo D'Alema, the prime minister, to reshuffle his cabinet. This was the first government
crisis to be handled by Carlo Azeglio Ciampi, who became the tenth President of the Republic
in May 1999. In the autumn, Giulio Andreotti, a seven-times prime minister, was acquitted of
having colluded with the Sicilian Mafia, and with having ordered the murder.
The Oxford Handbook of Italian Politics provides a comprehensive look at the political
life of one of Europe's most exciting and turbulent democracies. Under the hegemonic
influence of Christian Democracy in the early post-World War II decades, Italy went
through a period of rapid growth and political transformation. In part this resulted in
tumult and a crisis of governability; however, it also gave rise to innovation in the form
of Eurocommunism and new forms of political accommodation. The great strength of
Italy lay in its constitution; its great weakness lay in certain legacies of the past.
Organized crime - popularly but not exclusively associated with the mafia - is one
example. A self-contained and well entrenched 'caste' of political and economic elites is
another. These weaknesses became apparent in the breakdown of political order in the
late 1980s and early 1990s. This ushered in a combination of populist political
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mobilization and experimentation with electoral systems design, and the result has
been more evolutionary than transformative. Italian politics today is different from what
it was during the immediate post-World War II period, but it still shows many of the
influences of the past.
Italy remains an enigma for many observers. Recent Social Trends in Italy, 1960-1995,
the sixth volume from the international Comparative Charting of Social Change
program, provides a new and convincing schema for its comprehension. It shows that
three essential institutions have structured and unified Italian society: the family, the
church, and political parties. While the state remains a weak institution, it is important
as a regulator of the economy and of society through the welfare state. The book, which
contains a long introduction by Alberto Martinelli on the uneven modernization of Italy,
shows the usefulness of analysing social change through study of a series of macro-
social trends. These trends range from life-style structures to fertility, leisure,
consumption, inequality, religion, and family, among others. This sixth national profile
provides more arguements in favour of a hypothesis of diversification, rather than
convergence, of modern societies. As Henri Mendras writes in the preface of the book,
"The more we change, the more we remain ourselves: that is the conclusion of our
comparative research, and the Italian study provides further ample proof of it."
The Italian Fascist Party in Power was first published in 1959. Minnesota Archive
Editions uses digital technology to make long-unavailable books once again accessible,
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and are published unaltered from the original University of Minnesota Press editions.
Although much significant material on the Italian Fascist party became available when
the regime collapsed, scholars have not made extensive use of it until now. In this
study, which is based on all the available sources, Professor Germino describes the
functions of the party, ,explains how it was organized to perform tasks, and discusses
conflicts between the party and other power elements in the dictatorship. He reaches a
conclusion contrary to that of most other scholars -- that Fascist Italy was a full-fledged
totalitarian state resembling Nazi Germany and Soviet Russia in political structure and
ideological content. Professor Carl J. Riedrich of Harvard University writes: "I consider
this a major contribution to our knowledge of totalitarian dictatorship. There is nothing in
the existing literature that can be compared to it either in terms of depth or analysis,
range of documentation or breadth of treatment." Professor Taylor Cole of Duke
University comments: "Professor Germino has presented an excellent case study of the
Italian Fascist Party. He has made use of more materials on the Party than any
previous writer in English, and has marshalled them effectively to support his contention
that the Fascist Party did not differ 'in kind' from [the Nazi and Soviet Communist
parties] on the eve of World War II. His conclusion that on most (though not all) basic
counts the Italian Fascist system was to be classified as 'totalitarian' is controversial,
but it merits the careful attention of all students who are interested in the Italian Fascist
period and in totalitarianism."
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Italy’s political disaster under a microscope There is little that hasn’t gone wrong for
Italy in the last three decades. Economic growth has flatlined, infrastructure has
crumbled, and out-of-work youth find their futures stuck on hold. These woes have
been reflected in the country’s politics, from Silvio Berlusconi’s scandals to the rise of
the far right. Many commentators blame Italy’s malaise on cultural ills—pointing to the
corruption of public life or a supposedly endemic backwardness. In this reading, Italy
has failed to converge with the neoliberal reforms mounted by other European
countries, leaving it to trail behind the rest of the world. First They Took Rome offers a
different perspective: Italy isn’t failing to keep up with its international peers but farther
along the same path of decline they are following. In the 1980s, Italy boasted the
West’s strongest Communist Party; today, social solidarity is collapsing, working
people feel ever more atomized, and democratic institutions grow increasingly hollow.
Studying the rise of forces like Matteo Salvini’s Lega, this book shows how the populist
right drew on a deep well of social despair, ignored by the liberal centre. Italy’s recent
history is a warning from the future—the story of a collapse of public life that risks
spreading across the West.
Barrons Test Prep Material that is now out of print.
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