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The first comprehensive global history of the discipline of paleopathology

An introduction to the symposium. Indications of stress from bone and teeth. Health as a
crucial factor in the changes from hunting to developed farming in the Eastern Mediterranean.
Socioeconomic change and patterns of pathology and variation in the mesolithic and neolithic
of Western Europe: some suggestions. Archaeological and skeletal evidence for dietary
change during the late pleistocene. Skeletal pathology from the paleolithic through the metal
ages in Iran and Iraq. Growth, nutrition, and pathology in changing paleodemographic settings
in South Asia. The effects of socioeconomic change in prehistoric Africa: Sudanese Nubia as a
case study. The lower lllinois river region: a prehistoric context for the study of ancient diet and
health. Subsistance and health in the lower lllinois valley: osteological evidence. Health
changes at dickson mounds, lllinois (A.D.950-1300). Skeletal evidence for prehistoric
subsistence adaptation in the central Ohio river valley. Prehistoric health in the Ohio river
valley. Health and disease in prehistoric Georgia: the transition to agriculture. Paleopathology
and the origins of maize agriculture in the lower Mississipi valley and caddoan culture areas.
Agriculture, marginal environments, and nutritional stress in the prehistoric Southwest. Central
California: prehistoric subsistence changes and health. Prehistoric subsistence and health

status of coastral peoples from the panamanian isthmus of lower Central America. Prehistoric
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human biology of Equador: possible temporal trends and cultural correlations. Paleopathology
in peruvian and chilean populations. The challenges and rewards of sedentism: the preceramic
village of Paloma, Peru. Population, health and the evolution of subsistence: conclusions from
the conference. Paleopathology at the origins of agriculture: editors' summation.

The Bioarchaeology of Metabolic Bone Disease provides a comprehensive and invaluable
source of information on this important group of diseases. It is an essential guide for those
engaged in either basic recording or in-depth research on human remains from archaeological
sites. The range of potential tools for investigating metabolic diseases of bone are far greater
than for many other conditions, and building on clinical investigations, this book will consider
gross, surface features visible using microscopic examination, histological and radiological
features of bone, that can be used to help investigate metabolic bone diseases. Clear
photographs and line drawings illustrate gross, histological and radiological features
associated with each of the conditions Covers a range of issues pertinent to the study of
metabolic bone disease in archaeological skeletal material, including the problems that
frequent co-existence of these conditions in individuals living in the past raises, the
preservation of human bone and the impact this has on the ability to suggest a diagnosis of a
condition Includes a range of conditions that can lead to osteopenia and osteoporosis,
including previous investigations of these conditions in archaeological bone

For courses in evolution, creationism or as a supplemental item in biology and/or biological
anthropology courses. Darwin and the Bible helps readers to understand the nature, history
and passions behind the debate over scientific and religious versions of creation and human

origins. Darwin and the Bible: The Cultural Confrontation is about the history and nature of the
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disputes over human origins that arose with the publication of Charles Darwin’s book, Origin of
Species in 1859. The readings in the text provide the, historical, theological, social and political
backgrounds of the debate. Rather than trying to demonstrate the truth of Darwinian evolution,
this book seeks to help the reader understand why the debate over Darwin and the Bible
remains as contentious as ever. The book seeks to examine why Darwin’s theory of evolution
appears threatening to some people, and, likewise, to help understand why some scientists
often react with such emotion to challenges to their views. The contributors include biological
scientists, social scientists, social historians, and proponents of the importance of God, faith,
and religion in peoples lives.

Provides a comprehensive review of what Paleopathology is and focuses on its techniques and
possibilities to gain knowledge on diseases that afflicted mankind in ancient times. This issue
is recommended for scholars working in physical anthropology and archaeology, teachers of
history of medicine, and researchers in infectious diseases.

Palaeopathology of Children: Identification of Pathological Conditions in the Human Skeletal
Remains of Non-Adults provides archaeological examples of pathological child remains with
varying degrees of disease manifestation, and where possible, presents illustrations of
individually affected bones to help with identification. The structure and inclusion of
photographs and summary diagnostic tables make this suitable for use as a textbook. Each
chapter includes a table of international archaeological cases collated by the author from
published and unpublished literature. Child skeletal remains come in a variety of different
sizes, with bones appearing and fusing at different times during growth. Identifying pathology in

such unfamiliar bones can be a challenge, and we often rely on photographs of clinical
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radiographs or intact anatomical specimens to try and interpret the lesions we see in
archaeological material. These are usually the most extreme examples of the disease, and do
not account for the wide degree of variation we may see in skeletal remains. Provides a
comprehensive review of the types of pathological conditions identified in non-adult skeletal
remains Contains chapters that tackle a particular disease classification Features for each
condition are described and illustrated to aid in the identification

The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Human Paleopathology is a major reference
work for all those interested in the identification of disease in human remains.
Many diseases leave characteristic lesions and deformities on human bones,
teeth and soft tissues that can be identified many years after death. This
comprehensive volume includes all conditions producing effects recognizable
with the unaided eye. Detailed lesion descriptions and over 300 photographs and
diagrams facilitate disease recognition and each condition is placed in context
with discussion of its history, antiquity, etiology, epidemiology, geography, and
natural history. Uniquely, diseases affecting the soft tissues are also included as
these are commonly present in mummified remains.

This book on complementary alternative medicine (CAM) for the Elderly provides
a critical and objective evaluation of alternative medical therapy for the elderly.
The focus on practical aspects such as adverse effects and general risks of
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various therapeutic methods makes it a valuable reference book for the general
practitioner, for geriatricians and professionals within the area of alternative
medicine, but also for interested laypeople. In the three sections, Epidemiology,
Types of CAM, and Common Medical Problems and CAM, a broad range of
iIssues are covered. They range from drug compliance in elderly people to CAM
in the treatment of specific conditions such as pulmonary diseases, arthritis or
cancer. The above features and in particular the unbiased approach to discuss
the pros and cons of CAM make this publication a must-have for everybody
searching for detailed information on alternative medicine for the elderly.

This volume examines the various interrelationships between social structures,
skeletal biology, and health outcomes in antiquity. Bringing together studies by
physical anthropologists, archaeologists, and economists, the volume attempts to
gain a better understanding of the potential effects of social complexity on human
biology from ancient Egypt to South America.

This edited collection attempts to revive a unified anthropological approach to the
study of sex and gender hierarchies. Seventeen distinguished contributors - from
cultural anthropology, physical anthropology, archaeology, and anthropological
linguistics - have produced a wealth of fascinating data on human and primate,

ancient and contemporary, and 'primitive’ and developed societies, covering
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topics such as mothering and child care, work, health, intrafamily relationships,
and public power. The interdisciplinary approach successfully contributes to the
development of better theory and methodology in anthropology.

Decolonizing the Diet challenges the common claim that Native American
communities were decimated after 1492 because they lived in “Virgin Soils” that
were biologically distinct from those in the Old World. Comparing the European
transition from Paleolithic hunting and gathering with Native American
subsistence strategies before and after 1492, the book offers a new way of
understanding the link between biology, ecology and history. Synthesizing the
latest work in the science of nutrition, immunity and evolutionary genetics with
cutting-edge scholarship on the history of indigenous North America,
Decolonizing the Diet highlights a fundamental model of human demographic
destruction: human populations have been able to recover from mass epidemics
within a century, whatever their genetic heritage. They fail to recover from
epidemics when their ability to hunt, gather and farm nutritionally dense plants
and animals is diminished by war, colonization and cultural destruction. The
history of Native America before and after 1492 clearly shows that biological
Immunity is contingent on historical context, not least in relation to the protection

or destruction of long-evolved nutritiona/l building blocks that underlie human
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immunity.

Paleopathology at the Origins of Agriculture

Written by one of the most consulted authorities on the subject, Atlas of
Developmental Field Anomalies of the Human Skeleton is the pre-eminent
resource for developmental defects of the skeleton. This guide focuses on
localized bone structures utilizing the morphogenetic approach that addresses
the origins of variability within specific developmental fields during embryonic
development. Drawings and photographs make up most of the text, forming a
picture atlas with descriptive text for each group of illustrations. Each section and
subdivision is accompanied by brief discussions and drawings of morphogenetic
development.

This comprehensive survey of contemporary thought in biological, social and cultural
anthropology sets the foundation for their future development and integration. The principal
rationale behind the Encyclopedia is to overcome the division and fragmentation within the
approaches of the humanities and natural sciences to anthropology. It emphasizes
interconnections between perspectives and sub-disciplines, producing a complete perspective
on what it means to be human. The work consists of three parts--Humanity, Culture, and Social
Life--and 40 major contributions. Part One emphasizes human beings as members of a
species, how that species differs from others, how it has evolved, and how human populations

have adapted to and in turn transformed their environments. Part Two deals with the origin and
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structure of human culture, and on the role of culture in action, perception, and cognition. Part
Three examines the various aspects of the relationshipsand processes that are carried on by
persons and groups in the course of social life. Useful features such as cross-references within
the text, full biographical references, suggestions for further reading and carefully illustrated
line drawings make this an indispensable resource for all students of anthropology or
sociology.

Human illnesses can be understood as damage to those adaptationsthat we took on at various
stages in our evolution from pre-lifemolecules to modern Homo sapiens. Preventing these
illnessesentails avoiding what causes the damage-- which too frequently arethe everyday
hazards of twenty-first-century life, as the chartbelow shows: Level of Evolution Cause of
adaptive failure resulting disease or problem Pre-life Environmental poisons Certain birth
defects Single cell (bacteria and amoeba-like) Viral infection Colds/flu/HIV Morula (sponge-like)
Cellular stress Cancer Chordate Physical stress Back pain Fish Excess dietary salt
Hypertension/heart disease Amphibian Tobacco smoke Lung cancer/emphysema Lower
primate Excess dietary sugar Diabetes mellitus Higher primate Vitamin C deficiency Scurvy
Ape Excess dietary protein Gout Homo sapiens Reduced dietary variety
Nutritionaldiseases/food allergies

The health impacts of changing behavior and lifestyle in a range of prehistoric, historic, and
extant populations are examined in this volume. Of particular interest to the authors is the
identification of issues that link past and present, and the ability of research on disease in the
past to shed light on modern health problems. MASCA Vol. 9

Unprecedented initiative in the world, the book compiles the available knowledge on the
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subject and presents the state-of-the-art in paleoparasitology — term coined about 30 years ago
by Brazilian Fiocruz researcher Luiz Fernando Ferreira, pioneer in this science which is
concerned with the study of parasites in the past. Multidisciplinary by essence,
paleoparasitology gathers contributions from social scientists, biologists, historians,
archaeologists, pharmacists, doctors and many other professionals, either in biomedical or
humanities fields. With varied applications such as in evolutionary or migration studies, their
results often depend on the association between laboratory findings and cultural remains. The
book is divided into four parts - Parasites, Hosts, and Human Environment; Parasites Remains
Preserved in Various Materials and Techniques in Microscopy and Molecular Diagnostics;
Parasite Findings in Archeological Remains: a paleographic view; and Special Studies and
Perspectives. Signed by authors from various countries such as Argentina, USA, Germany and
France, the book has chapters devoted to the discoveries of paleoparasitology on all
continents.

An unprecedented interdisciplinary effort suggests that there is a systematic theory behind why
humans eat what they eat.

"Pulls together a global sampling of excellent research on a topic of great interest to scholars
of prehistory that otherwise would be difficult to assemble or in some cases to even
access."--Patricia M. Lambert, Utah State University Twenty years ago Mark Nathan Cohen
coedited a collection of essays that set a new standard in using paleopathology to identify
trends in health associated with changes in prehistoric technology, economy, demography, and
political centralization. Ancient Health expands and celebrates that work. Confirming earlier

conclusions that human health declined after the adoption of farming and the rise of civilization,
Page 9/21



this book greatly enlarges the geographical range of paleopathological studies by including
new work from both established and up-and-coming scholars. Moving beyond the western
hemisphere and western Eurasia, this collection involves studies from Chile, Peru, Mexico, the
United States, Denmark, Britain, Portugal, South Africa, Israel, India, Vietham, Thailand,
China, and Mongolia. Adding great significance to this volume, the author discusses and
successfully rebuts the arguments of the "osteological paradox" that long have challenged
work in the area of quantitative paleopathology, demonstrating that the "paradox" has far less
meaning than its proponents argue. Mark Nathan Cohen is University Distinguished Teaching
Professor of Anthropology at the State University of New York, Plattsburgh. Gillian M. M.
Crane-Kramer is visiting assistant professor of anthropology at the State University of New
York, Plattsburgh.

Civilized nations popularly assume that "primitive" societies are poor, ill, and malnourished and
that progress through civilization automatically implies improved health. In this provocative new
book, Mark Nathan Cohen challenges this belief. Using evidence from epidemiology,
anthropology, and archaeology, Cohen provides fascinating evidence about the actual effects
of civilization on health, suggesting that some aspects of civilization create as many health
problems as they prevent or cure. " This book] is certain to become a classic-a prominent and
respected source on this subject for years into the future. . . . If you want to read something
that will make you think, reflect and reconsider, Cohen's Health and the Rise of Civilization is
for you."-S. Boyd Eaton, Los Angeles Times Book Review "A major accomplishment. Cohen is
a broad and original thinker who states his views in direct and accessible prose. . .. Thisis a

book that should be read by everyone interested in disease, civilization, and the human
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condition."-David Courtwright, Journal of the History of Medicine "Deserves to be read by
anthropologists concerned with health, medical personnel responsible for communities, and
any medical anthropologists whose minds are not too case-hardened. Indeed, it could provide
great profit and entertainment to the general reader."-George T. Nurse, Current Anthropology
"Cohen has done his homework extraordinarily well, and the coverage of the biomedical,
nutritional, demographic, and ethnographic literature about foragers and low energy
agriculturists is excellent. The subject of culture and health is near the core of a lot of areas of
archaeology and ethnology as well as demography, development economics, and so on. The
book deserves a wide readership and a central place in our professional libraries. As a
scholarly summary it is without parallel."-Henry Harpending, American Ethnologist

This volume presents a truly integrated methodological and biocultural approach
to the expanding discipline of human palaeopathology. The book provides
researchers and practitioners with a comprehensive guide to the main methods
and techniques that are currently available for studying diseases and related
conditions from human skeletal remains. It also describes the ways in which
these methods can be applied to the reconstruction of health and disease in the
past. The first part of the book deals with the survival of palaeopathological
evidence and provides an up-to-date account of some of the latest techniques for
studying disease in ancient remains. These include imaging techniques, such as

radiography and CT scanning, and biochemical and histological analyses. Part
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two discusses the diagnosis and interpretation of particular classes of disease.
The emphasis here is on what can be learnt by taking a biocultural or holistic
approach to the study of disease frequencies at a population level. Combines
theoretical, methodological and diagnostic aspects with key biocultural
approaches. Includes overviews of the latest applicable techniques from
molecular biology, biochemistry, histopathology and medical imaging. Written by
an international team of experts. This book is an invaluable resource for
biological anthropologists and archaeologists who study health and disease in
past populations. It is also of interest to medical researchers dealing with
epidemiological, diagnostic and pathophysiological aspects of diseases, who
need a perspective upon the ways in which particular diseases affected earlier
generations. Praise from the reviews: “... This book offers an impressive amount
of information for both students and more advanced researchers. Its value lies in
the vast expertise the contributors have to offer, with all of them being experts
with long-standing careers in their respective fields, as well as the geographical
distribution of examples that are given to illustrate specific diseases...
outstanding and it truly is an important resource for anyone interested in
palaeopathology.” PALEOPATHOLOGY NEWSLETTER “The strengths of the

book are numerous, but | am especially jmpressed with the clarity of
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presentation... | strongly recommend the book, and plan on using it in my classes
as assigned reading to emphasize the very complex nature of diagnosis and its
essential role of providing baseline information for interpreting health profiles of
ancient populations.” THE QUARTERLY REVIEW OF BIOLOGY “It may be
asked if we really need yet another book on paleopathology, especially because
there are many acclaimed sources available. In this case, the answer must be a
resounding “Yes!”...Visually and textually, this volume is of exceptional value

for guiding future generations of paleopathologists.” AMERICAN JOURNAL OF
PHYSICAL ANTHROPOLOGY "Pinhasi and Mays have produced an excellent,
balanced compilation that reflects what is currently happening in paleopathology
research and that nicely addresses paleopathology as both discipline and tool,
highlighting technical advanced and schooling us on how disease manifests in
the human skeleton. This is valuable resource that students and professionals
interested in human paloepathology should consider adding to their libraries."
AMERICAN JOURNAL OF HUMAN BIOLOGY

George J. Armelagos spent thirty years at various sites in Sudan searching for
ancient Nubian civilizations that gave rise to what we now know as the upper Nile
civilizations. Most of these sites are now underwater, due to being inundated

when the Aswan Dam was built on the LSJ/ per Nile and flooded the ancient cities
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of Wadi Halfa and Kulubnarti. While hundreds of articles have been written about
the research at these sites, this monograph, where Armelagos invited his former
student Dennis Van Gerven to collaborate with him, represents the first attempt
to explore all of the biocultural relationships between the villages, the people, and
the region.

Our bones can reveal fascinating information about how we have lived, from the
food we have eaten to our levels of activity and the infections and injuries we
have suffered. Elizabeth Weiss introduces readers to how lifestyle—in complex
interaction with biology, genes, and environment—atffects health in this distinctive
tour of human osteology, past and present. Centering on health issues that have
arisen in the last fifty to sixty years rather than thousands of years ago,
Paleopathology in Perspective is organized around particular bone traits such as
growth patterns, back pains, infections, and oral health. Each chapter explains
one category of traits and reviews data drawn from both ancient and more
contemporary populations to explore how global trait trends have changed over
time. Weiss also considers the likely causes of these changes—for example, the
growth of obesity, increased longevity, and greater intensity of childhood sports.
Taking a long view of bones, as Weiss clearly demonstrates, provides clues not

just about how ancient humans once Iivgd, but also how biology and behavior,
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lifestyle and health, remain intrinsically linked.

This book explores ramifications of sex and gender on ancient and modern
human diseases.

Ortner's Identification of Pathological Conditions in Human Skeletal Remains,
Third Edition, provides an integrated and comprehensive treatment of the
pathological conditions that affect the human skeleton. As ancient skeletal
remains can reveal a treasure trove of information to the modern orthopedist,
pathologist, forensic anthropologist, and radiologist, this book presents a timely
resource. Beautifully illustrated with over 1,100 photographs and drawings, it
provides an essential text and material on bone pathology, thus helping improve
the diagnostic ability of those interested in human dry bone pathology. Presents a
comprehensive review of the skeletal diseases encountered in archaeological
human remains Includes more than 1100 photographs and line drawings
illustrating skeletal diseases, including both microscopic and gross features
Based on extensive research on skeletal paleopathology in many countries
Reviews important theoretical issues on how to interpret evidence of skeletal
disease in archaeological human populations

A sweeping germ’s-eye view of history from human origins to global pandemics

Plagues upon the Earth is a monumenta/lzhistory of humans and their germs.
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Weaving together a grand narrative of global history with insights from cutting-
edge genetics, Kyle Harper explains why humanity’s uniquely dangerous

disease pool is rooted deep in our evolutionary past, and why its growth is
accelerated by technological progress. He shows that the story of disease is
entangled with the history of slavery, colonialism, and capitalism, and reveals the
enduring effects of historical plagues in patterns of wealth, health, power, and
inequality. He also tells the story of humanity’s escape from infectious disease—a
triumph that makes life as we know it possible, yet destabilizes the environment
and fosters new diseases. Panoramic in scope, Plagues upon the Earth traces
the role of disease in the transition to farming, the spread of cities, the advance of
transportation, and the stupendous increase in human population. Harper offers a
new interpretation of humanity’s path to control over infectious disease—one
where rising evolutionary threats constantly push back against human progress,
and where the devastating effects of modernization contribute to the great
divergence between societies. The book reminds us that human health is globally
interdependent—and inseparable from the well-being of the planet itself. Putting
the COVID-19 pandemic in perspective, Plagues upon the Earth tells the story of
how we got here as a species, and it may help us decide where we want to go.

People have always been attracted to f%gds rich in calories, fat, and protein; yet
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the biblical admonition that meat be eaten “with bitter herbs” suggests that
unpalatable plants play an important role in our diet. So-called primitive peoples
show a surprisingly sophisticated understanding of how their bodies interact with
plant chemicals, which may allow us to rediscover the origins of diet by retracing
the paths of biology and culture. The domestication of the potato serves as the
focus of Timothy Johns’s interdisciplinary study, which forges a bold synthesis of
ethnobotany and chemical ecology. The Aymara of highland Bolivia have long
used varieties of potato containing potentially toxic levels of glycoalkaloids, and
Johns proposes that such plants can be eaten without harm owing to human
genetic modification and cultural manipulation. Drawing on additional fieldwork in
Africa, he considers the evolution of the human use of plants, the ways in which
humans obtain foods from among the myriad poisonous and unpalatable plants
in the environment, and the consequences of this history for understanding the
basis of the human diet. A natural corollary to his investigation is the origin of
medicine, since the properties of plants that make them unpalatable and toxic are
the same properties that make them useful pharmacologically. As our species
has adapted to the use of plants, plants have become an essential part of our
internal ecology. Recovering the ancient wisdom regarding our interaction with

the environment preserves a fundamental part of our human heritage. Originally
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published in hardcover as With Bitter Herbs They Shall Eat It: Chemical Ecology
and the Origins of Human Diet and Medicine

The eight case studies in this book -- each a synthesis of available knowledge about
the origins of agriculture in a specific region of the globe -- enable scholars in diverse
disciplines to examine humanity's transition to agricultural societies. Contributors
include: Gary W. Crawford, Robin W. Dennell, and Jack R. Harlan.

Publisher Description

A Companion to Paleopathology offers a comprehensive overview of this rapidly
growing sub- field of physical anthropology. Presents a broad overview of the field of
paleopathology, integrating theoretical and methodological approaches to understand
biological and disease processes throughout human history Demonstrates how
paleopathology sheds light on the past through the analysis of human and non-human
skeletal materials, mummified remains and preserved tissue Integrates scientific
advances in multiple fields that contribute to the understanding of ancient and historic
diseases, such as epidemiology, histology, radiology, parasitology, dentistry, and
molecular biology, as well as archaeological, archival and historical research. Highlights
cultural processes that have an impact on the evolution of iliness, death and dying in
human populations, including subsistence strategies, human environmental
adaptations, the effects of malnutrition, differential access to resources, and

interpersonal and intercultural violence
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The inaugural volume in the Thai Archaeology Monograph Series describes in detail the
human skeletal remains from Ban Chiang in northeast Thailand. The skeletal material
spans a period from 2100 B.C. to A.D. 200 and includes premetal, Bronze Age, and
Iron Age deposits from a series of prehistoric societies. The history of Homo sapiens in
Asia has long been a topic of interest among scholars investigating human biology. This
study, which is based on one of the larger, comprehensively analyzed skeletal series
ever excavated in the region, makes fundamental contributions to understanding
human settlement in eastern Asia. The volume includes detailed summaries of metric
and nonmetric variation recorded in teeth, skulls, and the rest of the skeleton, and
evidence of disease of the Ban Chiang people. These data are used to examine a
number of questions: Where did the people of Ban Chiang come from? Did more
intensified agriculture influence the health of the people? How do the people of Ban
Chiang compare to the inhabitants of other ancient sites in Thailand and to the modern
peoples of Thailand and neighboring regions? Contrary to other groups experiencing
similar transitions elsewhere in the world, no clear evidence for a decline in health over
time is noted in the Ban Chiang skeletal series, suggesting continuity in a broad-based
subsistence strategy even in the face of intensifying agriculture. The skeletal evidence
further suggests a rigorous physical lifestyle with little evidence for infectious disease or
interpersonal violence. Content of this book's CD-ROM may be found online at this
location: http://core.tdar.org/project/376534. Thai Archaeology Monograph Series Joyce
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C. White, Series Editor University Museum Monograph, 111
This Reader in Gender Archaeology presents nineteen current, controversial and highly
influential articles which confront and illuminate issues of gender in prehistory. The
guestion of gender difference and whether it is natural or culturally constructed is a
compelling one. The articles here, which draw on evidence from a wide range of
geographic areas, demonstrate how all archaeological investigation can benefit from an
awareness of issues of gender. They also show how the long-term nature of
archaeological research can inform the gender debate across the disciplines. The
volume: * organizes this complex area into seven sections on key themes in gender
archaeology: archaeological method and theory, human origins, division of labour, the
social construction of gender, iconography and ideology, power and social hierarchies
and new forms of archaeological narrative * includes section introductions which outline
the history of research on each topic and present the key points of each article *
presents a balance of material which rewrites women into prehistory, and articles which
show how the concept of gender informs our understanding and interpretation of the
past.
Palaeopathology is designed to help bone specialists with diagnosis of diseases in
skeletal assemblages. It suggests an innovative method of arriving at a diagnosis in the
skeleton by applying what are referred to as 'operational definitions'. The aim is to
ensure that all those who study bones will use the same criteria for diagnosing disease,
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which will enable valid comparisons to be made between studies. This book is based
on modern clinical knowledge and provides background information so that those who
read it will understand the natural history of bone diseases, and this will enable them to
draw reliable conclusions from their observations. Details of bone metabolism and the
fundamentals of basic pathology are also provided, as well as a comprehensive and up-
to-date bibliography. A short chapter on epidemiology provides information on how best
to analyze and present the results of a study of human remains.
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