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Meritocracy today involves the idea that whatever your social position at birth, society ought to offer enough opportunity and mobility for
‘talent’ to combine with ‘effort’ in order to ‘rise to the top’. This idea is one of the most prevalent social and cultural tropes of our time, as
palpable in the speeches of politicians as in popular culture. In this book Jo Littler argues that meritocracy is the key cultural means of
legitimation for contemporary neoliberal culture – and that whilst it promises opportunity, it in fact creates new forms of social division. Against
Meritocracy is split into two parts. Part I explores the genealogies of meritocracy within social theory, political discourse and working cultures.
It traces the dramatic U-turn in meritocracy’s meaning, from socialist slur to a contemporary ideal of how a society should be organised. Part
II uses a series of case studies to analyse the cultural pull of popular ‘parables of progress’, from reality TV to the super-rich and celebrity
CEOs, from social media controversies to the rise of the ‘mumpreneur’. Paying special attention to the role of gender, ‘race’ and class, this
book provides new conceptualisations of the meaning of meritocracy in contemporary culture and society.
In this first truly cross-cultural study of opium, Keith McMahon considers the perspectives of both smokers and non-smokers from China and
the Euro-West and from both sides of the issue of opium prohibition. The author stages a dramatic confrontation between the Chinese opium
user and the Euro-Westerner who saw in opium the image of an uncanny Asiatic menace. The rise of the opium demon meant the fall of the
god of money, that is, Chinese money, and the irreversible trend in which Confucianism gave way to Christianity. The book explores early
Western observations of opium smoking, the formation of arguments for and against the legalization of opium, the portrayals of opium
smoking in Chinese poetry and prose, and scenes of opium-smoking interactions among male and female smokers and smokers of all social
levels in 19th-century China. Visit our website for sample chapters!
A complete guide to cultivating and harvesting the beautiful opium poppy. The opium poppy is a potent plant that has been cultivated and
used for thousands of years to alleviate suffering. The use of plant substances as alternatives to synthetic medicines is resurging due to their
beneficial properties and less-toxic side effects. For example, many cancer and HIV sufferers are growing opium for personal use. Opium
Poppy Garden is the only book available that describes the cultivation, harvest and pharmacology of opium in a format that combines literary
and instructional writing. The heart of the book is the tale of Ch'ien, a young Chinese man who travels from Costa Rica to Columbia to grow
an opium garden in the manner his Taoist grandfather taught him. The story, in conjunction with "The Cultivator's Diary" and the technical
appendix, provide the reader with a working knowledge of this plant.
Here is an in-depth examination of the opium poppy--the first medicinal plant known to mankind. In Opium Poppy: Botany, Chemistry, and
Pharmacology, author L. D. Kapoor provides readers with a comprehensive resource on poppy production from seed to alkaloid. He explores
the opium poppy?s origin, distribution, chemistry, and uses and abuses from ancient civilizations through the present day. He covers plant
and seed production and crop improvement and explores in detail the chemical and pharmaceutical by-products of the opium poppy. The
book begins with a historical overview of the origin and use of opium poppy in ancient civilizations such as Greece, Egypt, and Mesopotamia.
Chapters that follow contain detailed information on: botanical studies cytogenics and plant breeding agronomy, including insect and pest
control measures physiological and anatomical studies chemical and pharmacological aspects of opium alkaloids biosynthesis and
physiology of opium alkaloids the occurrence and role of alkaloids in plants the evaluation of analgesic actions of morphine in various pain
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models in experimental animals Opium Poppy: Botany, Chemistry, and Pharmacology is a useful reference for professionals and students of
pharmacy, botany, chemistry, medicine, and pharmacology who need a better overall understanding of this ancient plant and its (potential)
modern usage.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This
work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and
distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this
work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality reading experience,
this work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-toread typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge
alive and relevant.
From a psychiatrist on the frontlines of addiction medicine and an expert on the history of drug use comes the "authoritative, engaging, and
accessible" history of the flower that helped to build (Booklist) -- and now threatens -- modern society. Opioid addiction is fast becoming the
most deadly crisis in American history. In 2018, it claimed nearly fifty thousand lives -- more than gunshots and car crashes combined, and
almost as many Americans as were killed in the entire Vietnam War. But even as the overdose crisis ravages our nation -- straining our
prison system, dividing families, and defying virtually every legislative solution to treat it -- few understand how it came to be. Opium tells the
"fascinating" (Lit Hub) and at times harrowing tale of how we arrived at today's crisis, "mak[ing] timely and startling connections among
painkillers, politics, finance, and society" (Laurence Bergreen). The story begins with the discovery of poppy artifacts in ancient Mesopotamia,
and goes on to explore how Greek physicians and obscure chemists discovered opium's effects and refined its power, how colonial empires
marketed it around the world, and eventually how international drug companies developed a range of powerful synthetic opioids that led to an
epidemic of addiction. Throughout, Dr. John Halpern and David Blistein reveal the fascinating role that opium has played in building our
modern world, from trade networks to medical protocols to drug enforcement policies. Most importantly, they disentangle how crucial
misjudgments, patterns of greed, and racial stereotypes served to transform one of nature's most effective painkillers into a source of
unspeakable pain -- and how, using the insights of history, state-of-the-art science, and a compassionate approach to the illness of addiction,
we can overcome today's overdose epidemic. This urgent and masterfully woven narrative tells an epic story of how one beautiful flower
became the fascination of leaders, tycoons, and nations through the centuries and in their hands exposed the fragility of our civilization. An
NPR Best Book of the Year"A landmark project." -- Dr. Andrew Weil"Engrossing and highly readable." -- Sam Quinones"An astonishing
journey through time and space." -- Julie Holland, MD"The most important, provocative, and challenging book I've read in a long time." -Laurence Bergreen
Lively and well written, Bread and Circuses analyzes theories that have treated mass culture as either a symptom or a cause of social
decadence. Discussing many of the most influential and representative theories of mass culture, it ranges widely from Greek and Roman
origins, through Marx, Nietzsche, Freud, Ortega y Gasset, T. S. Eliot, and the theorists of the Frankfurt Institute, down to Marshall McLuhan
and Daniel Bell, Brantlinger considers the many versions of negative classicism and shows how the belief in the historical inevitability of
social decay—a belief today perpetuated by the mass media themselves—has become the dominant view of mass culture in our time. While
not defending mass culture in its present form, Brantlinger argues that the view of culture implicit in negative classicism obscures the question
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of how the media can best be used to help achieve freedom and enlightenment on a truly democratic basis.
This book is a complete translation of Marx's critical commentary on paragraphs 261-313 of Hegel's major work in political theory. In this text
Marx subjects Hegel's doctrine on the internal constitution of the state to a lengthy analysis. It was Marx's first attempt to expose and criticize
Hegel's philosophy in general and his political philosophy in particular. It also represents his early efforts to criticize existing political
institutions and to clarify the relations between the political and economic aspects of society. The Critique provides textual evidence in
support of the argument that Marx's early writings do not exhibit radically different doctrinal principles and theoretical and practical concerns
from his later work. This edition also includes a translation of the introduction Marx wrote for his proposed revised version of the Critique
which he never completed. In a substantial introduction, Professor O'Malley provides valuable information on Marx's intellectual development.

A “memorable series of portraits of the working class people who defended Tiananmen Square” (The New York Review of Books)
during the protests from the award-winning poet, dissident, and “one of the most original and remarkable Chinese writers of our
time” (Philip Gourevitch). Much has been written about the Tiananmen Square protests, but very little exists in the words of those
who were actually there. For over seven years, Liao Yiwu—a master of contemporary Chinese literature, imprisoned and
persecuted as a counter-revolutionary until he fled the country in 2011—secretly interviewed survivors of the devastating 1989
Tiananmen Square massacre. Tortured, imprisoned, and forced into silence and the margins of Chinese society for thirty years,
their harrowing and unforgettable stories are now finally revealed in this “indispensable historical document” (Kirkus Reviews,
starred review).
Marc Perelman pulls no punches in this succinct and searing broadside, assailing the ‘recent form of barbarism’ that is the global
sporting event. Forget the Olympics and consider, under Perelman’s guidance, the ledger of inequities maintained by such
supposedly harmless games. They have provided a smokescreen for the forcible removal of ‘undesirables’; aided governments in
the pursuit of racist agendas; affirmed the hypocrisy of drug-testing in an industry where doping is more an imperative than an
aberration; and developed the pornographic hybrid that Perelman dubs ‘sporn’, a further twist in our corrupt obsession with the
body. Drawing examples from the modern history of the international sporting event, Perelman argues that today’s colosseums,
upheld as examples of ‘health’, have become the steamroller for a decadent age fixated on competition, fame and elitism.
How we feel is as vital to our survival as how we think. This claim, based on the premise that emotions are largely adaptive, serves
as the organizing theme of Why We Need Religion. This book is a novel pathway in a well-trodden field of religious studies and
philosophy of religion. Stephen Asma argues that, like art, religion has direct access to our emotional lives in ways that science
does not. Yes, science can give us emotional feelings of wonder and the sublime--we can feel the sacred depths of nature--but
there are many forms of human suffering and vulnerability that are beyond the reach of help from science. Different emotional
stresses require different kinds of rescue. Unlike secular authors who praise religion's ethical and civilizing function, Asma argues
that its core value lies in its emotionally therapeutic power. No theorist of religion has failed to notice the importance of emotions in
spiritual and ritual life, but truly systematic research has only recently delivered concrete data on the neurology, psychology, and
anthropology of the emotional systems. This very recent "affective turn" has begun to map out a powerful territory of embodied
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cognition. Why We Need Religion incorporates new data from these affective sciences into the philosophy of religion. It goes on to
describe the way in which religion manages those systems--rage, play, lust, care, grief, and so on. Finally, it argues that religion is
still the best cultural apparatus for doing this adaptive work. In short, the book is a Darwinian defense of religious emotions and the
cultural systems that manage them.
The ultimate book on the incredible, and complex history of opium throughout the world. Flowers in the Blood lifts the veil of
mystery that has surrounded opium down through the ages. Inside, discover: Why a three-thousand-year-old statue of a Greek
goddess was crowned with poppies The formulas for Hippocrates’s ancient opium remedies Why the Islamic councils of the wise
vilified hashish but venerated opium What really provoked the Opium Wars in China Why John Jacob Astor quit the opium trade
The unique role played by Chinese opium in the birth of the American labor movement Opium has played a dramatic and varied
role in human history, inspiring religious veneration, scientific exploration, the bitterest rancor, and the most fanciful ecstasy. Now,
authors Jeff Goldberg and Dean Latimer have provided a complete, insightful history of opium. Along the way, the authors provide
details of the addictions of S. T. Coleridge, Thomas De Quincey, and other literary opium-eaters of the nineteenth century, as well
as chronicling the progress of antidrug laws and the ongoing search for an addiction cure. Originally published in 1981, this edition
of Flowers in the Blood has been updated with a new preface by Goldberg. At times disconcerting—raising serious questions about
attitudes and approaches toward powerful drugs and their control—Flowers in the Blood is an essential addition to the literature of
opium, and a wide-awake look at the stuff that dreams (and nightmares) are made of. Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Arcade
imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of books for readers interested in history--books about World War II, the Third Reich,
Hitler and his henchmen, the JFK assassination, conspiracies, the American Civil War, the American Revolution, gladiators,
Vikings, ancient Rome, medieval times, the old West, and much more. While not every title we publish becomes a New York
Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked and to authors
whose work might not otherwise find a home.
Opium for the MassesHarvesting Nature's Best Pain MedicationFeral House
Current debate about religion seems to be going nowhere. Atheists persist with their arguments, many plausible and some
unanswerable, but they make no impact on believers. Defenders of religion find atheists equally unwilling to cede ground. Noting
that religion is not what atheists think it is, Tim Crane offers a way out of this stalemate.
This Dictionary of Atheism provides more than 150 definitions of terms related to the subject of atheism, ranging from those of
historic importance, including the history of the term atheist itself, to crucial concepts in the contemporary study of atheism, such
as agnosticism and scepticism. Coverage includes secular and humanist organizations and publications, significant events in the
history of atheism, such as the Scopes Monkey Trial, neologisms adopted by atheists including Bright and New Atheism, and
parodic deities and religions such as Pastafarianism and the Flying Spaghetti Monster. Atheism is a growing subject of study with
a significant scholarly presence emerging online, and many of the new terms covered represent the first authoritative definitions for
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this subject.
At a time of potentially radical changes in the ways in which humans interact with their environments - through financial,
environmental and/or social crises - the raison d'être of spatial planning faces significant conceptual and empirical challenges. This
Companion presents a multidimensional collection of critical narratives of conceptual challenges for spatial planning. The authors
draw on various disciplinary traditions and theoretical frames to explore different ways of conceptualising spatial planning and the
challenges it faces. Through problematising planning itself, the values which underpin planning and theory-practice relations,
contributions make visible the limits of established planning theories and illustrate how, by thinking about new issues, or about
issues in new ways, spatial planning might be advanced both theoretically and practically. There cannot be definitive answers to
the conceptual challenges posed, but the authors in this collection provoke critical questions and debates over important issues for
spatial planning and its future. A key question is not so much what planning theory is, but what might planning theory do in times of
uncertainty and complexity. An underlying rationale is that planning theory and practice are intrinsically connected. The
Companion is presented in three linked parts: issues which arise from an interactive understanding of the relations between
planning ideas and the political-institutional contexts in which such ideas are put to work; key concepts in current theorising from
mainly poststructuralist perspectives and what discussion on complexity may offer planning theory and practice.
Known to mankind since prehistoric times, opium is arguably the oldest and most widely used narcotic. Opium: A History traces
the drug's astounding impact on world culture--from its religious use by prehistoric peoples to its influence on the imaginations of
the Romantic writers; from the earliest medical science to the Sino-British opium wars. And, in the present day, as the addict
population rises and penetrates every walk of life, Opium shows how the international multibillion-dollar heroin industry operates
with terrifying efficiency and forms an integral part of the world's money markets. In this first full-length history of opium, acclaimed
author Martin Booth uncovers the multifaceted nature of this remarkable narcotic and the bittersweet effects of a simple poppy with
a deadly legacy.
A complete guide to cultivating and harvesting the beautiful opium poppy.The opium poppy is a potent plant that has been
cultivated and used for thousands of years to alleviate suffering. The use of plant substances as alternatives to synthetic
medicines is resurging due to their beneficial properties and less-toxic side effects. For example, many cancer and HIV sufferers
are growing opium for personal use.Opium Poppy Garden is the only book available that describes the cultivation, harvest and
pharmacology of opium in a format that combines literary and instructional writing. The heart of the book is the tale of Ch'ien, a
young Chinese man who travels from Costa Rica to Columbia to grow an opium garden in the manner his Taoist grandfather
taught him. The story, in conjunction with "The Cultivator's Diary" and the technical appendix, provide the reader with a working
knowledge of this plant.
"Opium. Known as 'The Mother of All Analgesics,' it's probably the greatest pain killer ever discovered. Opium is the parent of
morphine, heroin, laudanum, Darvocet, Darvon, and many other pain relievers. Opium causes poets to rhapsodize and nations to
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go to war. 'Religion... is the opium of the people,' said Karl Marx, but some people insist on the real thing. In Opium for the
Masses, Jim Hogshire tells you everything you want to know about the beloved poppy and its amazing properties [...] As he
reveals the secrets of the seductive opium poppy, he tells the sad story of prescription drugs: doctors, drug makers and
governments prohibiting natural remedies in favor of harsh synthetic derivatives. Opium for the Masses includes rare photographs
and detailed illustrations that bring this magnificent plant to life."--From cover.
All too often, this brilliant novel of thwarted love and revenge miscarried has been read for its political implications. Now, a quarter
century after The Joke was first published and several years after the collapse of the Soviet-imposed Czechoslovak regime, it
becomes easier to put such implications into perspective in favor of valuing the book (and all Kundera 's work) as what it truly is:
great, stirring literature that sheds new light on the eternal themes of human existence. The present edition provides Englishlanguage readers an important further means toward revaluation of The Joke. For reasons he describes in his Author's Note, Milan
Kundera devoted much time to creating (with the assistance of his American publisher-editor) a completely revised translation that
reflects his original as closely as any translation possibly can: reflects it in its fidelity not only to the words and syntax but also to
the characteristic dictions and tonalities of the novel's narrators. The result is nothing less than the restoration of a classic.
An intelligent and authoritative history of opium—a drug that has both healed and harmed since the beginning of civilization. Poppy
tears, opium, heroin, fentanyl: humankind has been in thrall to the “Milk of Paradise” for millennia. The latex of papaver
somniferum is a bringer of sleep, of pleasurable lethargy, of relief from pain—and hugely addictive. A commodity without rival, it is
renewable, easy to extract, transport, and refine, and subject to an insatiable global demand. No other substance in the world is as
simple to produce or as profitable. It is the basis of a gargantuan industry built upon a shady underworld, but ultimately it is an
agricultural product that lives many lives before it reaches the branded blister packet, the intravenous drip, or the scorched and
filthy spoon. Many of us will end our lives dependent on it. In Milk of Paradise, acclaimed cultural historian Lucy Inglis takes
readers on an epic journey from ancient Mesopotamia to modern America and Afghanistan, from Sanskrit to pop, from poppy tears
to smack, from morphine to today’s synthetic opiates. It is a tale of addiction, trade, crime, sex, war, literature, medicine, and,
above all, money. And, as this ambitious, wide-ranging, and compelling account vividly shows, the history of opium is our history
and it speaks to us of who we are.
Winner of the NBCC Award for General Nonfiction Named on Amazon's Best Books of the Year 2015--Michael Botticelli, U.S. Drug
Czar (Politico) Favorite Book of the Year--Angus Deaton, Nobel Prize Economics (Bloomberg/WSJ) Best Books of 2015--Matt
Bevin, Governor of Kentucky (WSJ) Books of the Year--Slate.com's 10 Best Books of 2015--Entertainment Weekly's 10 Best
Books of 2015 --Buzzfeed's 19 Best Nonfiction Books of 2015--The Daily Beast's Best Big Idea Books of 2015--Seattle Times'
Best Books of 2015--Boston Globe's Best Books of 2015--St. Louis Post-Dispatch's Best Books of 2015--The Guardian's The Best
Book We Read All Year--Audible's Best Books of 2015--Texas Observer's Five Books We Loved in 2015--Chicago Public Library's
Best Nonfiction Books of 2015 From a small town in Mexico to the boardrooms of Big Pharma to main streets nationwide, an
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explosive and shocking account of addiction in the heartland of America. In 1929, in the blue-collar city of Portsmouth, Ohio, a
company built a swimming pool the size of a football field; named Dreamland, it became the vital center of the community. Now,
addiction has devastated Portsmouth, as it has hundreds of small rural towns and suburbs across America--addiction like no other
the country has ever faced. How that happened is the riveting story of Dreamland. With a great reporter's narrative skill and the
storytelling ability of a novelist, acclaimed journalist Sam Quinones weaves together two classic tales of capitalism run amok
whose unintentional collision has been catastrophic. The unfettered prescribing of pain medications during the 1990s reached its
peak in Purdue Pharma's campaign to market OxyContin, its new, expensive--extremely addictive--miracle painkiller. Meanwhile, a
massive influx of black tar heroin--cheap, potent, and originating from one small county on Mexico's west coast, independent of
any drug cartel--assaulted small town and mid-sized cities across the country, driven by a brilliant, almost unbeatable marketing
and distribution system. Together these phenomena continue to lay waste to communities from Tennessee to Oregon, Indiana to
New Mexico. Introducing a memorable cast of characters--pharma pioneers, young Mexican entrepreneurs, narcotics
investigators, survivors, and parents--Quinones shows how these tales fit together. Dreamland is a revelatory account of the
corrosive threat facing America and its heartland.
The first edition of Opium for the Masses, published 15 years ago, was an instant phenomenon. Now, with further societal
breakdowns on the horizon, it's becoming more important to learn how to create and use home-grown pain medication. The new
edition enlarges the book's scope to instruct readers on growing and harvesting methods. It also includes extensive background
information on the history of opium, showing how it was once praised as a useful medication, only to later become demonised.
This short ebook contains a refutation to the common atheist and anti-religionist claim that religion is the opium of the people: a
delusion for those who practice it. This ebook examines that claim and concludes in the end that if religion is to be considered
opium then so should everything else that distracts us from "real world issues" such as working for a living.

"Contrary to general belief, there is no federal law against growing P. somniferum."—Martha Stewart Living "Regarded as
'God's own medicine,' preparations of opium were as common in the Victorian medicine cabinet as aspirin is in ours. As
late as 1915, pamphlets issued by the U.S. Department of Agriculture were still mentioning opium poppies as a good
cash crop for northern farmers. Well into this century, Russian, Greek, and Arab immigrants in America have used poppyhead tea as a mild sedative and a remedy for headaches, muscle pain, cough, and diarrhea. During the Civil War,
gardeners in the South were encouraged to plant opium for the war effort, in order to ensure a supply of painkillers for the
Confederate Army. What Hogshire has done is to excavate this vernacular knowledge and then publish it to the world—in
how-to form, with recipes."— Michael Pollan First published fifteen years ago, Opium for the Masses instantly became a
national phenomenon. Michael Pollan wrote a lengthy feature ("Opium, made easy") about Jim Hogshire in Harper’s
Magazine, amazed that the common plant, P. somniferum, or opium poppies, which grows wild in many states and is
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available at crafts and hobby stores and nurseries, could also be made into a drinkable tea that acts in a way similar to
codeine or Vicodin. With Opium for the Masses as their guide, Americans can learn how to supplement their own
medicine chest with natural and legal pain medicine, without costly and difficult trips to the doctor and pharmacy.
In these letters and essays, the founders of Marxism discuss the origins and essence of religion and offer a thoughtprovoking introduction to the theoretical basis of proletarian atheism.
From the Pulitzer Prize winning journalist: a revelatory portrait of religion in China today its history, the spiritual traditions
of its Eastern and Western faiths, and the ways in which it is influencing China's future. Following a century of violent
antireligious campaigns, China is now awash with new temples, churches, and mosques as well as cults, sects, and
politicians trying to harness religion for their own ends. Driving this explosion of faith is uncertainty over what it means to
be Chinese, and how to live an ethical life in a country that discarded traditional morality a century ago and is still
searching for new guideposts. Ian Johnson lived for extended periods with underground church members, rural Daoists,
and Buddhist pilgrims. He has distilled these experiences into a cycle of festivals, births, deaths, detentions, and struggle
- a great awakening of faith that is shaping the soul of the world's newest superpower. (With black-and-white illustrations
throughout).
NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER • A grand, devastating portrait of three generations of the Sackler family, famed for
their philanthropy, whose fortune was built by Valium and whose reputation was destroyed by OxyContin. From the prizewinning and bestselling author of Say Nothing, as featured in the HBO documentary Crime of the Century. The Sackler
name adorns the walls of many storied institutions—Harvard, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Oxford, the Louvre. They
are one of the richest families in the world, known for their lavish donations to the arts and the sciences. The source of
the family fortune was vague, however, until it emerged that the Sacklers were responsible for making and marketing a
blockbuster painkiller that was the catalyst for the opioid crisis. Empire of Pain begins with the story of three doctor
brothers, Raymond, Mortimer and the incalculably energetic Arthur, who weathered the poverty of the Great Depression
and appalling anti-Semitism. Working at a barbaric mental institution, Arthur saw a better way and conducted
groundbreaking research into drug treatments. He also had a genius for marketing, especially for pharmaceuticals, and
bought a small ad firm. Arthur devised the marketing for Valium, and built the first great Sackler fortune. He purchased a
drug manufacturer, Purdue Frederick, which would be run by Raymond and Mortimer. The brothers began collecting art,
and wives, and grand residences in exotic locales. Their children and grandchildren grew up in luxury. Forty years later,
Raymond’s son Richard ran the family-owned Purdue. The template Arthur Sackler created to sell Valium—co-opting
doctors, influencing the FDA, downplaying the drug’s addictiveness—was employed to launch a far more potent product:
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OxyContin. The drug went on to generate some thirty-five billion dollars in revenue, and to launch a public health crisis in
which hundreds of thousands would die. This is the saga of three generations of a single family and the mark they would
leave on the world, a tale that moves from the bustling streets of early twentieth-century Brooklyn to the seaside palaces
of Greenwich, Connecticut, and Cap d’Antibes to the corridors of power in Washington, D.C. Empire of Pain chronicles
the multiple investigations of the Sacklers and their company, and the scorched-earth legal tactics that the family has
used to evade accountability. The history of the Sackler dynasty is rife with drama—baroque personal lives; bitter disputes
over estates; fistfights in boardrooms; glittering art collections; Machiavellian courtroom maneuvers; and the calculated
use of money to burnish reputations and crush the less powerful. Empire of Pain is a masterpiece of narrative reporting
and writing, exhaustively documented and ferociously compelling. It is a portrait of the excesses of America’s second
Gilded Age, a study of impunity among the super elite and a relentless investigation of the naked greed and indifference
to human suffering that built one of the world’s great fortunes.
The latest book from "the most despicable philosopher in the West" (New Republic) considers the new dangers and
radical possibilities set in motion by advances in Big Tech. In recent years, techno-scientific progress has started to
utterly transform our world--changing it almost beyond recognition. In this extraordinary new book, renowned philosopher
Slavoj Z?iz?ek turns to look at the brave new world of Big Tech, revealing how, with each new wave of innovation, we
find ourselves moving closer and closer to a bizarrely literal realization of Marx's prediction that "all that is solid melts into
air." With the automation of work, the virtualization of money, the dissipation of class communities, and the rise of
immaterial, intellectual labor, the global capitalist edifice is beginning to crumble, more quickly than ever before--and it is
now on the verge of vanishing entirely. But what will come next? Against a backdrop of constant socio-technological
upheaval, how could any kind of authentic change take place? In such a context, Z?iz?ek argues, there can be no great
social triumph--because lasting revolution has already come into the scene, like a thief in broad daylight, stealing into
sight right before our very eyes. What we must do now is wake up and see it. Urgent as ever, Like a Thief in Broad
Daylight illuminates the new dangers as well as the radical possibilities thrown up by today's technological and scientific
advances, and their electrifying implications for us all.
A comprehensive look at the inspiring, healing, and addictive powers of the Opium Poppy and its derivatives throughout
history • Covers the history, risks, and benefits of opium, morphine, oxycodone, methadone, and fentanyl • Provides
techniques of cultivation, extraction, and safe consumption as well as methods for overcoming addiction and staying
“clean” • Profiles 11 famous users, including Thomas de Quincey, William S. Burroughs, Lou Reed, and DJ Screw Few
plant allies have a history as long and well-documented as Papaver somniferum, the celebrated and infamous opium
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poppy. For thousands of years people around the world have been unable to resist the poppy’s siren song of intoxicating
pleasure, pain relief, and visionary states--so much so that this potent plant has literally adapted itself to human
civilization: in increasing its intoxicating properties, it came to rely solely on humankind for its propagation. From
6,000-year-old poppy seeds found in archaeological digs in Europe to the black tar heroin factories of South America and
the modern “War on Drugs,” Kenaz Filan explores the history of this enduring plant and its many derivatives--including
opium, morphine, oxycodone, methadone, and fentanyl--as well as its symbiotic relationship with humans as medicine,
food, intoxicant, and visionary tool. Profiling 11 famous users including Thomas de Quincey, William S. Burroughs, Lou
Reed, and DJ Screw, Filan examines how opium and other poppy derivatives inspired them as well as the high price it
exacted for its inspiration. Covering techniques of cultivation, extraction, and safe consumption along with methods for
overcoming addiction and staying “clean,” this book offers a sensible approach to the poppy that recognizes the plant
not as a crop to be harvested or eradicated but as a living, sentient ally that can offer healing or harm and must be
approached with respect and caution.
The Opium Wars of 1840-1860 were dark chapters of history. Britain went to war to force China to import thousands of
tons of opium, to cripple and impoverish that nation. The Opium Wars never really ended. The U.S., like China, was too
great for the London money lords to occupy by force. One way America is being brought to heel is by the drug trade.
Crime and other social problems in the U.S. and Mexico are massively influenced by drugs and drug dealing. Illicit drugs
may now account for as much as $1 trillion annually in financing for criminal activity and corruption. TOPICS: The East
India Company; British role in the drug trade, from the wars on China, the HongShanghai Bank, Bronfmans, Prohibition,
and Organized Crime in the U.S. Financial derivatives; Wall St., money laundering; medical marijuana. decriminalization;
Soros and IMF links to drugs. Afghan opium; Colombian cartel; terrorism. Russia targeted by Dope, Inc. cocaine, heroin,
amphetamines. More than 30 years have passed since the first edition of Dope, Inc. was published, in 1978.
Commissioned by Lyndon Larouche, it threatened the world's power structure. It became America's underground bestseller. Dope, Inc. drew the line between American patriots and the British apparatus destroying the USA. The London
and Wall Street bankers ran for cover. A mammoth campaign of slander and government dirty tricks tried to bury the
authors, because Dope, Inc. revealed the most deeply held secrets of the big names behind the world's illegal narcotics
trade. In Venezuela, the leading drug-running families who were exposed in the Spanish-language version, Narcotrafico,
S.A., used their political influence to have it banned and confiscated. Financiers scrambled to control the damage of this
unprecedented exposure. The Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation was denied a license in New York State
because it failed to refute the charges in Dope, Inc, when the state demanded accounting of its hidden profits, silent
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subsidiaries, and paraphernalia of money-laundering. Now in 2010, Dope, Inc. is completely updated: Soros Afghanistan - the government and bankers behind the cartels. Today the British-controlled dope trade finances the
world's leading terrorist entities - Afghanistan's Taliban, the Chechen rebels, the FARC guerrillas of Colombia. Dope
money supports the bankrupt world financial system. A trillion dollars goes through the Cayman Islands, the Isle of Man,
Dubai. Speculation makes it trillions more. It sucks the blood of the real economy; and the dope destroys mankind's
powers of reason.
Iran has one of the world's highest rates of drug addiction: estimated to be between 2 and 7 percent of the entire
population. This makes the questions that this book asks all the more salient: what is the place of illegal substances in
the politics of modern Iran? How have drugs affected the formation of the Iranian state and its power dynamics? And how
have governmental attempts at controlling and regulating illicit drugs affected drug consumption and addiction? By
answering these questions, Maziyar Ghiabi suggests that the Islamic Republic of Iran's image as an inherently
conservative state is not only misplaced and inaccurate, but in part a myth. In order to dispel this myth, he skilfully
combines ethnographic narratives from drug users, vivid field observations from 'under the bridge', with archival material
from the pre- and post-revolutionary era, statistics on drug arrests and interviews with public officials. This title is also
available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A renowned authority on the secret world of opium recounts his descent into ruinous obsession with one
of the world’s oldest and most seductive drugs, in this harrowing memoir of addiction and recovery. A natural-born collector with a nose for
exotic adventure, San Diego–born Steven Martin followed his bliss to Southeast Asia, where he found work as a freelance journalist. While
researching an article about the vanishing culture of opium smoking, he was inspired to begin collecting rare nineteenth-century opiumsmoking equipment. Over time, he amassed a valuable assortment of exquisite pipes, antique lamps, and other opium-related
accessories—and began putting it all to use by smoking an extremely potent form of the drug called chandu. But what started out as
recreational use grew into a thirty-pipe-a-day habit that consumed Martin’s every waking hour, left him incapable of work, and exacted a
frightful physical and financial toll. In passages that will send a chill up the spine of anyone who has ever lived in the shadow of substance
abuse, Martin chronicles his efforts to control and then conquer his addiction—from quitting cold turkey to taking “the cure” at a Buddhist
monastery in the Thai countryside. At once a powerful personal story and a fascinating historical survey, Opium Fiend brims with anecdotes
and lore surrounding the drug that some have called the methamphetamine of the nineteenth-century. It recalls the heyday of opium smoking
in the United States and Europe and takes us inside the befogged opium dens of China, Thailand, Vietnam, and Laos. The drug’s beguiling
effects are described in vivid detail—as are the excruciating pains of withdrawal—and there are intoxicating tales of pipes shared with an
eclectic collection of opium aficionados, from Dutch dilettantes to hard-core addicts to world-weary foreign correspondents. A compelling tale
of one man’s transformation from respected scholar to hapless drug slave, Opium Fiend puts us under opium’s spell alongside its
protagonist, allowing contemporary readers to experience anew the insidious allure of a diabolical vice that the world has all but forgotten.
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Why is the set of human beliefs and behaviours that we call "religion" such a widespread feature of all known human societies, past and
present, and why are there so many forms of religiosity found throughout history and culture? "Mental Culture" brings together an
international range of scholars - from Anthropology, History, Psychology, Philosophy, and Religious Studies - to answer these questions.
Connecting classical theories and approaches with the newly established field of the Cognitive Science of Religion, the aim of "Mental
Culture" is to provide scholars and students of religion with an overview of contemporary scientific approaches to religion while tracing their
intellectual development to some of the great thinkers of the past.
To this day, the perception persists that China was a civilization defeated by imperialist Britain's most desirable trade commodity, opium—a
drug that turned the Chinese into cadaverous addicts in the iron grip of dependence. Britain, in an effort to reverse the damage caused by
opium addiction, launched its own version of the "war on drugs," which lasted roughly sixty years, from 1880 to World War II and the
beginning of Chinese communism. But, as Narcotic Culture brilliantly shows, the real scandal in Chinese history was not the expansion of the
drug trade by Britain in the early nineteenth century, but rather the failure of the British to grasp the consequences of prohibition. In a stunning
historical reversal, Frank Dikötter, Lars Laamann, and Zhou Xun tell this different story of the relationship between opium and the Chinese.
They reveal that opium actually had few harmful effects on either health or longevity; in fact, it was prepared and appreciated in highly
complex rituals with inbuilt constraints preventing excessive use. Opium was even used as a medicinal panacea in China before the
availability of aspirin and penicillin. But as a result of the British effort to eradicate opium, the Chinese turned from the relatively benign use of
that drug to heroin, morphine, cocaine, and countless other psychoactive substances. Narcotic Culture provides abundant evidence that the
transition from a tolerated opium culture to a system of prohibition produced a "cure" that was far worse than the disease. Delving into a
history of drugs and their abuses, Narcotic Culture is part revisionist history of imperial and twentieth-century Britain and part sobering portrait
of the dangers of prohibition.
Raymond Aron's 1955 masterpiece The Opium of the Intellectuals, is one of the great works of twentieth- century political reflection. Aron
shows how noble ideas can slide into the tyranny of "secular religion" and emphasizes how political thought has the profound responsibility of
telling the truth about social and political reality-in all its mundane imperfections and tragic complexities.Aron explodes the three "myths" of
radical thought: the Left, the Revolution, and the Proletariat. Each of these ideas, Aron shows, are ideological, mystifying rather than
illuminating. He also provides a fascinating sociology of intellectual life and a powerful critique of historical determinism in the classically
restrained prose for which he is justly famous.For this new edition, prepared by Daniel J. Mahoney and Brian C. Anderson as part of
Transaction's ongoing "Aron Project," political scientist Harvey Mansfield provides a luminous introduction that underscores the permanent
relevance of Aron's work. The new edition also includes as an appendix "Fanaticism, Prudence, and Faith," a remarkable essay that Aron
wrote to defend Opium from its critics and to explain further his view of the proper role of political thinking. The book will be of interest to all
students of political theory, history, and sociology.
A primer of the often overlooked yet significant writings of Marx on religion.
Behind every landmark drug is a story. It could be an oddball researcher’s genius insight, a catalyzing moment in geopolitical history, a new
breakthrough technology, or an unexpected but welcome side effect discovered during clinical trials. Piece together these stories, as Thomas
Hager does in this remarkable, century-spanning history, and you can trace the evolution of our culture and the practice of medicine.
†‹Beginning with opium, the “joy plant,” which has been used for 10,000 years, Hager tells a captivating story of medicine. His subjects
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include the largely forgotten female pioneer who introduced smallpox inoculation to Britain, the infamous knockout drops, the first antibiotic,
which saved countless lives, the first antipsychotic, which helped empty public mental hospitals, Viagra, statins, and the new frontier of
monoclonal antibodies. This is a deep, wide-ranging, and wildly entertaining book.
SHORTLISTED FOR THE FINANCIAL TIMES & MCKINSEY 2020 BUSINESS BOOK OF THE YEAR One of Fortune Best Books of the Year
One of Inc. Best Business Books of the Year One of The Times (UK) Best Business Books of the Year A New York Times Book Review
Editors’ Choice From an Oxford economist, a visionary account of how technology will transform the world of work, and what we should do
about it From mechanical looms to the combustion engine to the first computers, new technologies have always provoked panic about
workers being replaced by machines. For centuries, such fears have been misplaced, and many economists maintain that they remain so
today. But as Daniel Susskind demonstrates, this time really is different. Breakthroughs in artificial intelligence mean that all kinds of jobs are
increasingly at risk. Drawing on almost a decade of research in the field, Susskind argues that machines no longer need to think like us in
order to outperform us, as was once widely believed. As a result, more and more tasks that used to be far beyond the capability of computers
– from diagnosing illnesses to drafting legal contracts, from writing news reports to composing music – are coming within their reach. The
threat of technological unemployment is now real. This is not necessarily a bad thing, Susskind emphasizes. Technological progress could
bring about unprecedented prosperity, solving one of humanity’s oldest problems: how to make sure that everyone has enough to live on.
The challenges will be to distribute this prosperity fairly, to constrain the burgeoning power of Big Tech, and to provide meaning in a world
where work is no longer the center of our lives. Perceptive, pragmatic, and ultimately hopeful, A World Without Work shows the way.
When Dan Inness hears that his estranged daughter, Charlie, has been arrested for drug smuggling in Thailand and faces a probable death
sentence, he heads for Southeast Asia to investigate and embarks on a harrowing and dangerous journey into the dark underworld of
Thailand in order to save his daughter. Reprint.
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