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One Mountain Thousand Summits The Untold Story Tragedy And True Heroism On
K2
A veteran mountaineer recalls some of his most dangerous climbs as he pursued the goal of reaching the summit of the
world's fourteen 8,000-meter peaks, discussing some of his own close calls and rescues, and errors in judgment on the
part of fellow climbers.
#1 NATIONAL BESTSELLER • "A harrowing tale of the perils of high-altitude climbing, a story of bad luck and worse
judgment and of heartbreaking heroism." —PEOPLE A bank of clouds was assembling on the not-so-distant horizon, but
journalist-mountaineer Jon Krakauer, standing on the summit of Mt. Everest, saw nothing that "suggested that a
murderous storm was bearing down." He was wrong. The storm, which claimed five lives and left countless
more--including Krakauer's--in guilt-ridden disarray, would also provide the impetus for Into Thin Air, Krakauer's epic
account of the May 1996 disaster. By writing Into Thin Air, Krakauer may have hoped to exorcise some of his own
demons and lay to rest some of the painful questions that still surround the event. He takes great pains to provide a
balanced picture of the people and events he witnessed and gives due credit to the tireless and dedicated Sherpas. He
also avoids blasting easy targets such as Sandy Pittman, the wealthy socialite who brought an espresso maker along on
the expedition. Krakauer's highly personal inquiry into the catastrophe provides a great deal of insight into what went
wrong. But for Krakauer himself, further interviews and investigations only lead him to the conclusion that his perceived
failures were directly responsible for a fellow climber's death. Clearly, Krakauer remains haunted by the disaster, and
although he relates a number of incidents in which he acted selflessly and even heroically, he seems unable to view
those instances objectively. In the end, despite his evenhanded and even generous assessment of others' actions, he
reserves a full measure of vitriol for himself. This updated trade paperback edition of Into Thin Air includes an extensive
new postscript that sheds fascinating light on the acrimonious debate that flared between Krakauer and Everest guide
Anatoli Boukreev in the wake of the tragedy. "I have no doubt that Boukreev's intentions were good on summit day,"
writes Krakauer in the postscript, dated August 1999. "What disturbs me, though, was Boukreev's refusal to acknowledge
the possibility that he made even a single poor decision. Never did he indicate that perhaps it wasn't the best choice to
climb without gas or go down ahead of his clients." As usual, Krakauer supports his points with dogged research and a
good dose of humility. But rather than continue the heated discourse that has raged since Into Thin Air's denouncement
of guide Boukreev, Krakauer's tone is conciliatory; he points most of his criticism at G. Weston De Walt, who coauthored
The Climb, Boukreev's version of events. And in a touching conclusion, Krakauer recounts his last conversation with the
late Boukreev, in which the two weathered climbers agreed to disagree about certain points. Krakauer had great hopes to
patch things up with Boukreev, but the Russian later died in an avalanche on another Himalayan peak, Annapurna I. In
1999, Krakauer received an Academy Award in Literature from the American Academy of Arts and Letters--a prestigious
prize intended "to honor writers of exceptional accomplishment." According to the Academy's citation, "Krakauer
combines the tenacity and courage of the finest tradition of investigative journalism with the stylish subtlety and profound
insight of the born writer. His account of an ascent of Mount Everest has led to a general reevaluation of climbing and of
the commercialization of what was once a romantic, solitary sport; while his account of the life and death of Christopher
McCandless, who died of starvation after challenging the Alaskan wilderness, delves even more deeply and disturbingly
into the fascination of nature and the devastating effects of its lure on a young and curious mind."
Presents the stories of the sharps who have acted as expert consultants to Westerners climbing the Himalayas, focusing
in particular on Chhiring Dorje Sherpa and Pasang Lama, who survived when 11 other climbers died on K2 in August
2008. 15,000 first printing.
A thrilling chronicle of the tragedy-ridden history of climbing the world's most difficult and unpredictable mountain, by the
bestselling authors of The Mountain and No Shortcuts to the Top “Gripping . . . reveals a good deal about the rarefied
noble-gonzo world of high-altitude mountaineering.”—The New York Times Ed Viesturs, one of the world's premier highaltitude mountaineers, explores the remarkable history of K2 and of those who have attempted to conquer it. At the same
time, he probes the mountain's most memorable sagas in order to illustrate lessons about the fundamental questions
mountaineering raises—questions of risk, ambition, loyalty to one's teammates, self-sacrifice, and the price of glory.
Viesturs knows the mountain firsthand. He and renowned alpinist Scott Fischer climbed it in 1992 and got caught in an
avalanche that sent them sliding to almost certain death before Ed managed to get into a self-arrest position with his ice
ax and stop both his fall and Scott's. Focusing on seven of the mountain's most dramatic campaigns, from his own
troubled ascent to the 2008 tragedy, Viesturs crafts an edge-of-your-seat narrative that climbers and armchair travelers
alike will find unforgettably compelling. With photographs from Viesturs's personal collection and from historical sources,
this is the definitive account of the world's ultimate mountain, and of the lessons that can be gleaned from struggling
toward its elusive summit.
CLICK HERE to download the first 50 pages from Climbing the Seven Summits * First and only guidebook to climbing all
Seven Summits * Full color with 125 photographs and 24 maps including a map for each summit route * Essential
information on primary climbing routes and travel logistics for mountaineers, with historical and cultural anecdotes for
armchair readers Aconcagua. Denali. Elbrus. Everest. Kilimanjaro. Kosciuszko. Vinson. To a climber, these mountains
are known as the Seven Summits* -- the highest peaks on each continent. If you've ever dreamed of climbing Denali or
Everest, or joining the even more exclusive "Seven Summiters " club, then Climbing the Seven Summits is the guidebook
you need to turn your dream into reality. With Mike Hamill as your guide, you will discover different approaches to
tackling the list, as well as details on what you'll need to plan an expedition and what to expect from each climb. For each
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mountain you'll learn about documents and immunizations, expedition costs, training, guiding options, climbing styles,
best seasons, essential gear, day-by-day itineraries, summit routes, maps showing approaches and camps, regional
natural history, cultural notes, and even post-climb activities like going on safari in Africa or wine-touring in South
America. Throughout you'll also find helpful and inspiring stories from the likes of Conrad Anker, Vern Tejas, Damien
Gildea, Eric Simonson, and other famed climbers. Special insider tips from Hamill, based on his years of experience, as
well as full-color photographs of each peak round out this collectible guidebook. And, because there remains some
controversy about whether Kosciuszko in Australia or Carstenz Pyramid on the island of New Guinea is the "seventh
summit," this guidebook to the Seven Summits actually covers eight mountains! *Within mountaineering circles there is
debate over which peaks are considered the official Seven Summits. For the purposes of this guidebook, the Seven
Summits are based on the continental model used in Western Europe, the United States, and Australia, also referred to
as the 'Bass list.'
"A fascinating tale…Readers who are into high-altitude adventure stories won’t be disappointed." —Associated Press In
1939 the Savage Mountain claimed its first victim. Born into vast wealth yet uneasy with a life of leisure, Dudley Wolfe, of
Boston and Rockport, Maine, set out to become the first man to climb K2, the world’s second-highest mountain and, in
the opinion of mountaineers, an even more formidable challenge than Mt. Everest. Although close to middle age and
inexperienced at high altitude, Wolfe, with the team leader, made it higher than any other members of the expedition, but
he couldn’t get back down. Suffering from altitude sickness and severe dehydration, he was abandoned at nearly 25,000
feet; it would be another sixty-three years before the author discovered his remains.
The account of one of the deadliest and most mysterious tragedies in mountaineering history-the 2008 K2 disaster. One
Mountain Thousand Summits reveals the true story of the K2 tragedy that claimed the lives of eleven men. Based on his
numerous trips to Nepal and in-depth interviews he conducted with the survivors, the families of the lost climbers, and the
Sherpa guides whose heroic efforts saved the lives of at least four climbers, Freddie Wilkinson's narrative uncovers what
actually occurred on the mountain, while delivering a criticism of the mainstream press's incomplete coverage of the
event, and an insightful look into the lives of the six Sherpas who were involved.
A record-setting teen mountaineer recounts the story of how he successfully climbed Mount Everest at the age of 13 and
completed all seven summits two years later, describing the inspiration, training and challenging work that enabled his
achievements.
The only thing you’ll find on the summit of Mount Everest is a divine view. The things that really matter lie far below. –
Peak Marcello After fourteen-year-old Peak Marcello is arrested for scaling a New York City skyscraper, he's left with two
choices: wither away in Juvenile Detention or go live with his long-lost father, who runs a climbing company in Thailand.
But Peak quickly learns that his father's renewed interest in him has strings attached. Big strings. As owner of Peak
Expeditions, he wants his son to be the youngest person to reach the Everest summit--and his motives are selfish at
best. Even so, for a climbing addict like Peak, tackling Everest is the challenge of a lifetime. But it's also one that could
cost him his life. Roland Smith has created an action-packed adventure about friendship, sacrifice, family, and the drive
to take on Everest, despite the incredible risk. The story of Peak’s dangerous ascent—told in his own words—is
suspenseful, immediate, and impossible to put down.
In 2006 Kit DesLauriers made history by becoming the first person to climb--and then ski--from the summit of each
continent’s highest mountain, the famed Seven Summits. Centered on this quest, her book Higher Love represents a
hero’s journey, rich with personal insights, life-threatening consequences, and a thrilling crescendo. Spanning seven
continents in just two years, this deeply personal memoir recounts Kit’s initially secret journey that would change her life
forever. From braving Antarctica’s bone-chilling temperatures to trudging through an African rainforest, from corn snow
on the slopes of Australia to blue ice on Everest, Kit leads you up each mountain and gives you a heart-racing ride back
down. This candid, fast-paced story shows how in¬spiration, teamwork, and honoring our true nature blazes the trail to
every summit, on or off the mountain.
A collection of personal stories and reflections based on the memoirs of Junko Tabei, the first woman to climb Mount
Everest and the Seven Summits. Honouring High Places is a compelling collection of highlights from Junko Tabei's
stirring life that she considered important, inspiring and interesting to mountaineering culture. Until now, her works have
been available only in Japanese, and RMB is honoured to be sharing these profound and moving stories with the Englishspeaking world for the first time. The collection opens on Mount Everest, where the first all-women's expedition is met
with disaster but pushes on against all odds. The story then shifts to the early years of Tabei's life and reflects on her
countryside childhood as a frail girl with no talent for sport, and cultural expectations that ignored her passion for
mountains. With reminiscences of the early days of female climbers on Everest, the deaths of fellow mountaineers,
Tabei's pursuit of Mount Tomur, a cancer diagnosis, and efforts to restore a love for nature in the surviving youth of the
Fukushima earthquake and tsunami that hit Japan in 2011, this beautifully curated collection of essays captures the
essence of a notable time and the strength of character of one of the 20th and 21st centuries' female mountaineering
pioneers.
In the tradition of Jon Krakauer’s Into Thin Air, Nick Heil recounts the harrowing story of the deadly and controversial
2006 climbing season on Everest. In early May 2006, a young British climber named David Sharp lay dying near the top
of Mount Everest while forty other climbers walked past him on their way to the summit. A week later, Lincoln Hall, a
seasoned Australian climber, was left for dead near the same spot. Hall’s death was reported around the world, but the
next day he was found alive after spending the night on the upper mountain with no food and no shelter. If David Sharp’s
death was shocking, it was not singular: despite unusually good weather, ten others died attempting to reach the summit
that year. In this meticulous inquiry into what went wrong, Nick Heil tells the full story of the deadliest year on Everest
Page 2/6

Read Free One Mountain Thousand Summits The Untold Story Tragedy And True Heroism On K2
since the infamous season of 1996. He introduces Russell Brice, the outfitter who has done more than anyone to provide
access to the summit via the mountain’s north side–and who some believe was partially responsible for Sharp’s death.
As more climbers attempt the summit each year, Heil shows how increasingly risky expeditions and unscrupulous
outfitters threaten to turn Everest into a deadly circus. Written by an experienced climber and outdoor writer, Dark
Summit is both a riveting account of a notorious climbing season and a troubling investigation into whether the pursuit of
the ultimate mountaineering prize has spiralled out of control.
The author of Ski to Die documents the 2003 story of six Grand Teton mountain climbers who were struck by lightning on
Friction Pitch near the top of the peak, tracing the daring search-and-rescue mission that culminated in eight Department
of Interior Valor Awards. Original.
A dramatic account of the deadly avalanche on Everest—and a return to reach the summit. On April 25, 2015, Jim
Davidson was climbing Mount Everest when a 7.8-magnitude earthquake released avalanches all around him and his
team, destroying their only escape route and trapping them at nearly 20,000 feet. It was the largest earthquake in Nepal
in eighty-one years and killed nearly 8,900 people. That day also became the deadliest in the history of Everest, with
eighteen people losing their lives on the mountain. After spending two unsettling days stranded on Everest, Davidson's
team was rescued by helicopter. The experience left him shaken, and despite his thirty-three years of climbing and
serving as an expedition leader, he wasn’t sure that he would ever go back. But in the face of risk and uncertainty, he
returned in 2017 and finally achieved his dream of reaching the summit. Suspenseful and engrossing, The Next Everest
portrays the experience of living through the biggest disaster to ever hit the mountain. Davidson's background in geology
and environmental science makes him uniquely qualified to explain why the seismic threats lurking beneath Nepal are
even greater today. But this story is not about “conquering” the world’s highest peak. Instead, it reveals how embracing
change, challenge, and uncertainty prepares anyone to face their next “Everest” in life.
This riveting and uplifting memoir by Vanessa O’Brien, record-breaking American-British explorer, takes you on an
unexpected journey to the top of the world’s highest mountains. Long before she became the first American woman to
summit K2 and the first British woman to return from its summit alive, Vanessa O’Brien was a feisty suburban Detroit
teenager forced to reinvent her world in the wake of a devastating loss that destroyed her family. Making her own way in
the world, Vanessa strove to reach her lofty ambitions. Soon, armed with an MBA and a wry sense of humor, she climbed
the corporate ladder to great success, but after the 2009 economic meltdown, her career went into a tailspin. She
searched for a new purpose and settled on an unlikely goal: climbing Mount Everest. When her first attempt ended in
disaster, she trudged home, humbled but wiser. Two years later, she made it to the top of the world. And then she kept
going. Grounded by a cadre of wise-cracking friends and an inimitable British spouse, Vanessa held her own in the
intensely competitive world of mountaineering, summiting the highest peak on every continent, and skiing the last degree
to the North and South Poles. She set new speed records for the Seven Summits, receiving a Guinness World Record
and the Explorers Grand Slam, and finally made peace with her traumatic past. During her attempt on K2, she very
nearly gave up. But on the “savage mountain,” which kills one out of every four climbers who summit, Vanessa evolved
from an adventurer out to challenge herself to an explorer with a high-altitude perspective on a changing world—and a
new call to share her knowledge and passion across the globe. Told with heart and humor, Vanessa’s journey from
suburban Detroit to Everest’s Death Zone to the summit of K2 and beyond, is a transformative story of resilience, higher
purpose, and the courage to overcome any obstacle.
A hilarious collection of essays dedicated to life in the great outdoors from Field & Stream’s acclaimed Sportsman’s Life
columnist. For nearly a decade, Bill Heavey, an outdoorsman marooned in suburbia, has written the Sportsman’s Life
column on the back page of Field & Stream, where he does for hunting and fishing what David Feherty does for golf and
Lewis Grizzard did for the South. If You Didn’t Bring Jerky, What Did I Just Eat? is the first collection of Heavey’s
sidesplitting observations on life as a hardcore (but often hapless) outdoorsman. Whether he’s hunting cougars in the
desert, scheming to make his five-year-old daughter love fishing, or chronicling his father’s life through a succession of
canine companions, Heavey brings his trademark wit to a wide-range of outdoor enthusiasms, running the gamut from
elite expeditions to ordinary occupations. In turns hysterical and poignant, entertaining and educational, this is an
irresistible addition to the collection of any avid outdoorsman—or any suburbanite intrigued by the call of the wild.
As a mountain climbing guide, it was Vern Tejas's job to climb the tallest and most dangerous mountains in the world.
Always rebellious, Tejas never met a challenge he couldn't overcome, even the daunting task of climbing Mount Everest.
In fact, he climbed all of the tallest mountains on each of the seven continents more than ten times each. Seventy
Summits is his tale of the beauty, danger, and surprising freedom of mountain climbing and what it has given him
throughout his life. Climb Mt. McKinley with Tejas as he battles extreme cold. Scale Aconcagua and its windy peaks.
Mont Blanc provides beautiful views, but Mt. Elbrus towers over the European continent. "The Roof of Africa" is
attempted by 35,000 people each year, but Mt. Kilimanjaro isn't as friendly as it looks and many people get hypothermia
on this tropical mountain. Antarctica's Mt. Vinson boasts the last true frontier, a costly climbing trip that keeps getting
more and more expensive. Take a break on Mt Koscuiszko. As Australia's tallest mountain, it's practically a stroll in the
park at 7310 feet. Finally, join Tejas on the tallest mountain in the world: Mt. Everest. Better yet, read about him doing all
of them ten times each.
In 1999, Conrad Anker found the body of George Mallory on Mount Everest, casting an entirely new light on the mystery
of the lost explorer. On 8 June 1924, George Leigh Mallory and Andrew 'Sandy' Irvine were last seen climbing towards
the summit of Everest. The clouds closed around them and they were lost to history, leaving the world to wonder whether
or not they actually reached the summit - some 29 years before Edmund Hillary and Tensing Norgay. On 1 May 1999,
Conrad Anker, one of the world's foremost mountaineers, made the momentous discovery - Mallory's body, lying frozen
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into the scree at 27,000 feet on Everest's north face. Recounting this day, the authors go on to assess the clues provided
by the body, its position, and the possibility that Mallory had successfully climbed the Second Step, a 90-foot sheer cliff
that is the single hardest obstacle on the north face. A remarkable story of a charming and immensely able man, told by
an equally talented modern climber.
On 1 August 2008, thirty-four climbers from seven international expeditions joined forces in their attempt to reach the
summit of K2. Tragedy struck and for three days Sherpa Pemba Gyalje and others tried to save the lives of those around
them. A gripping eye-witness account of one of mountaineerings most controversial disasters.
Through Written in the Snow, prepare to embark on a global adventure and discover how to convert challenge to
opportunity, believe in yourself, and conquer even your highest personal peaks. Liz Rose shares her inspiring adventures
of climbing the Seven Summits-the highest mountain on each continent. Every mountain had its own unique challenges,
teaching Liz lessons beyond just climbing, lessons that would serve to change her life in every way. Like so many young
college graduates, Liz was overwhelmed with what the future held. Desperate for an adventure and some semblance of
direction, a father-daughter hike to climb Kilimanjaro led to what would become an eleven-day blizzard on Denali,
enduring the frigid cold of Antarctica, and overcoming an unruly battle with altitude to summit Mount Everest. Humbled by
each summit, Liz learned that sometimes just saying yes can help you get through the lowest valleys and reach the
highest summits.
"Magnificent! A compelling, fast-paced novel that reveals a rarely seen dark side of Everest. A must-read!"-James W.
Huston, New York Times bestselling author of The Blood Flag The view from 8,848 meters isn't always clear. Even after
eight successful summits, Mount Everest guide Neil Quinn can't handle anything the mountain throws his way. Disaster
strikes steps from the top, leaving him with a very old swastika-embellished ice axe that should never have been so high
on the mountain-not if Everest's meticulously documented history is accurate. Danger doesn't stop at the descent. When
he heads back to Europe, blackballed and alone, he struggles to discover the truth about this lost relic. Quinn's
investigations soon have neo-Nazis, assassins, and history buffs vying to take possession of the axe-proof of Nazi alpine
superiority, and strong evidence that a German climber was the first to summit Mount Everest. Beautifully written and
meticulously researched, Summit follows two climbers across two continents as their stories intertwine across history,
culminating in one final push for the top of the world. "Gripping...Farthing vividly depicts the challenges of mountain
climbing."-Publishers Weekly
Though not as tall as Everest, the "Savage Mountain" is far more dangerous. Located on the border of China and
Pakistan, K2 has some of the harshest climbing conditions in the world. Ninety women have scaled Everest but of the six
women who reached the summit of K2, three lost their lives on the way back down the mountain and two have since died
on other climbs. In Savage Summit, Jennifer Jordan shares the tragic, compelling, inspiring, and extraordinary true
stories of a handful of courageous women -- mothers and daughters, wives and lovers, poets and engineers -- who
defeated this formidable mountain yet ultimately perished in pursuit of their dreams.
No Way Down is the the gripping, terrifying story of a brutal struggle for survival on the upper slopes of the Himalayan
K2, the world's most hostile terrain, by Graham Bowley. K2, August 1st, 2008. Thirty climbers are attempting the summit
of the most savage mountain on Earth. They make it. But before they start their descent an ice shelf collapses, sweeping
away their ropes. It is dark. Their lines are gone. They are low on oxygen. And it is getting very, very cold. How many will
make it down alive? 'A gripping hour-by-hour dissection of events in the Western Himalayas over three deadly days. A
fitting shelfmate to the modern classic Into Thin Air. A cracking read' Sunday Times 'Stories of heroism, sadness and
extraordinary endurance against all the odds [are] woven into a thrilling drama' Daily Mail 'Unputdownable. A portrait of
extreme courage, folly and loss, leavened by a small dose of survival . . . as complete a version of the calamitous story
as will probably ever emerge' Financial Times 'The best mountain-disaster memoir since Into Thin Air' Mail on Sunday
Graham Bowley was born in England in 1968. He is a reporter for the New York Times. He lives in Manhattan with his
wife and their two daughters and son.
In the summer of 1967, twelve young men ascended Alaska’s Mount McKinley—known to the locals as Denali. Engulfed
by a once-in-alifetime blizzard, only five made it back down. Andy Hall, a journalist and son of the park superintendent at
the time, was living in the park when the tragedy occurred and spent years tracking down rescuers, survivors, lost
documents, and recordings of radio communications. In Denali’s Howl, Hall reveals the full story of the expedition in a
powerful retelling that will mesmerize the climbing community as well as anyone interested in mega-storms and man’s
sometimes deadly drive to challenge the forces of nature.
The author describes how he spent his teenage years climbing mountains in the United States, South America, Africa,
and Asia, with an emphasis on his two expeditions up Mount Everest.
The Pacific Northwest has its own version of the seven summits: Hood, Adams, St. Helens, Rainier, Glacier, Shuksan,
and Baker, stunning peaks that crown the Cascade range. Art Wolfe captures their untamed beauty from near and far in
breathtaking images that reveal high snowfields, lush old-growth forests, and the haunting blue light of glaciers. These
striking photographs convey the many moods of these untamed mountains, which for many people represent the last
pure and wild places on the planet. Michael Lanza's text includes fascinating little-known facts about each of the seven
summits.
An inspiring biography chronicles the life and adventures of renowned mountaineer Scott Fischer, from his climbing
excursions on mountains around the world to the ill-fated 1996 expedition to Mount Everest in which he and seven others
perished. Reprint.
An insider's account of one of the deadliest and most controversial tragedies in mountaineering history - the 2008 K2 disaster.
Willi Unsoeld became an international hero during the Kennedy years, when he emerged as probably the greatest American climber of the
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Himalayan golden age. Displaying the sort of vigor that President Kennedy so admired, Unsoeld became the most visible hero of an ascent of
Everest's previously-unclimbed West Ridge -- an ascent that cost him parts of both feet and nearly his life. His casual fearlessness and
physical power established the template for extreme adventure, and his lectures as a charismatic professor inspired the generation of the
sixties to test itself in acts of physical daring. Fatal Mountaineer sets Willi Unsoeld's intense life against the story of two defining adventures:
the triumph on Everest and a more ill-starred expedition in 1976, when he led a group of mountaineers up a new route on Nanda Devi, the
tallest peak in India. One of that gifted group of climbers was Willi's daughter, Devi -- a golden girl named for the mountain she sought to
ascend with her beloved father. The intense rivalries within the expedition team, and the dangers of the route, led to an outcome darkened by
tragedy, an outcome that continues to fuel one of the most tormenting debates in mountaineering history. Blending adventure with a frank
look at the cultural background, Fatal Mountaineer considers the pressures on mountaineers in a period of our history torn by conflict. It
balances hunger for fame with stark tragedy, a man's ambition with a father's love. Unsoeld emerges as an American classic, a self-invented
genius of adventure to rank with Mark Twain or Will Rogers for sheer attractiveness. Under the close scrutiny of this thrilling story, his
heroism turns out to be deeply authentic-as does his suffering.
A magisterial history of the Himalaya: an epic story of peoples, cultures, and adventures among the world’s highest mountains. For centuries,
the unique and astonishing geography of the Himalaya has attracted those in search of spiritual and literal elevation: pilgrims, adventurers,
and mountaineers seeking to test themselves among the world’s most spectacular and challenging peaks. But far from being wild and
barren, the Himalaya has been home to a diversity of indigenous and local cultures, a crucible of world religions, a crossroads for trade, and a
meeting point and conflict zone for empires past and present. In this landmark work, nearly two decades in the making, Ed Douglas makes a
thrilling case for the Himalaya’s importance in global history and offers a soaring account of life at the "roof of the world." Spanning millennia,
from the earliest inhabitants to the present conflicts over Tibet and Everest, Himalaya explores history, culture, climate, geography, and
politics. Douglas profiles the great kings of Kathmandu and Nepal; he describes the architects who built the towering white Stupas that
distinguish Himalayan architecture; and he traces the flourishing evolution of Hinduism, Islam, and Buddhism that brought Himalayan
spirituality to the world. He also depicts with great drama the story of how the East India Company grappled for dominance with China’s
emperors, how India fought Mao’s Communists, and how mass tourism and ecological transformation are obscuring the bloody legacy of the
Cold War. Himalaya is history written on the grandest yet also the most human scale—encompassing geology and genetics, botany and art,
and bursting with stories of courage and resourcefulness.
"In the early morning hours of August 1, 2008, more than two dozen men readied in the starry darkness for their final ascent to the summit of
K2, the world's second-highest mountain. In little more than 24 hours, eleven climbers would be dead." -- back cover.
The Dyatlov Pass incident resulted in nine unsolved, mysterious deaths; Keith McCloskey attempts to decipher the bizzare events that led up
to that night and the subsequent aftermathIn January 1959, 10 experienced young skiers set out to travel to a mountain named Mount
Otorten in the far north of Russia. Otorten translates to "don't go there" in the local Mansi language. During the trip, one of the skiers fell ill
and returned. The remaining nine lost their way and ended up on another mountain slope known as Kholat Syakhl, or "Mountain of the Dead."
On the night of February 1, 1959, something or someone caused the skiers to flee their tent in terror, using knives to slash their way out
instead of using the entrance. When they failed to return home, search parties were sent out and their bodies were found, some with massive
internal injuries but all without external marks. The autopsy report showed that the injuries were caused by "an unknown compelling force."
Subsequently, the area was sealed off for years by the authorities and the deaths and events of that night remained unexplained. Benefiting
from original research carried out in Russia, this book attempts to explain what happened to the nine skiers who lost their lives in what has
come to be known as the "Dyatlov Pass Incident."
“Heart-stopping and relentlessly gripping. Tabor takes us on an odyssey into unfathomable worlds beneath us, and into the hearts of rare
explorers who will do anything to get there first.”—Robert Kurson, author of ShadowDivers In 2004, two great scientist-explorers attempted to
find the bottom of the world. American Bill Stone took on the vast, deadly Cheve Cave in southern Mexico. Ukrainian Alexander Klimchouk
targeted Krubera, a freezing nightmare of a supercave in the war-torn former Soviet republic of Georgia. Both men spent months almost two
vertical miles deep, contending with thousand-foot drops, raging whitewater rivers, monstrous waterfalls, mile-long belly crawls, and the
psychological horrors produced by weeks in absolute darkness, beyond all hope of rescue. Based on his unprecedented access to logs and
journals as well as hours of personal interviews, James Tabor has crafted a thrilling exploration of man’s timeless urge to discover—and of
two extraordinary men whose pursuit of greatness led them to the heights of triumph and the depths of tragedy. Blind Descent is an
unforgettable addition to the classic literature of true-life adventure, and a testament to human survival and endurance. “Holds the reader to
his seat, containing dangers aplenty with deadly falls, killer microbes, sudden burial, asphyxiation, claustrophobia, anxiety, and hallucinations
far underneath the ground in a lightless world. Using a pulse-pounding narrative, this is tense real-life adventure pitting two master cavers
mirroring the cold war with very uncommonly high stakes.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review) “A fascinating and informative introduction to
the sport of cave diving, as well as a dramatic portrayal of a significant man-vs.-nature conflict. . . . What counts is Tabor’s knack for
maximizing dramatic potential, while also managing to be informative and attentive to the major personalities associated with the most
important cave explorations of the last two decades.”—Kirkus Reviews
The legendary mountaineer describes his adventures in such ranges as the Alps and Himalayas, and provides details of what really
happened during a controversial 1954 Italian expedition that made the first ascent of K2.
High Crimes is journalist Michael Kodas's gripping account of life on top of the world--where man is every bit as deadly as Mother Nature. In
the years following the publication of Into Thin Air, much has changed on Mount Everest. Among all the books documenting the glorious
adventures in mountains around the world, none details how the recent infusion of wealthy climbers is drawing crime to the highest place on
the planet. The change is caused both by a tremendous boom in traffic, and a new class of parasitic and predatory adventurer. It's likely that
Jon Krakauer would not recognize the camps that he visited on Mount Everest almost a decade ago. This book takes readers on a harrowing
tour of the criminal underworld on the slopes of the world's most majestic mountain. High Crimes describes two major expeditions: the tragic
story of Nils Antezana, a climber who died on Everest after he was abandoned by his guide; as well as the author's own story of his
participation in the Connecticut Everest Expedition, guided by George Dijmarescu and his wife and climbing partner, Lhakpa Sherpa.
Dijmarescu, who at first seemed well-intentioned and charming, turned increasingly hostile to his own wife, as well as to the author and the
other women on the team. By the end of the expedition, the three women could not travel unaccompanied in base camp due to the threat of
violence. Those that tried to stand against the violence and theft found that the worst of the intimidation had followed them home to
Connecticut. Beatings, thefts, drugs, prostitution, coercion, threats, and abandonment on the highest slopes of Everest and other mountains
have become the rule rather than the exception. Kodas describes many such experiences, and explores the larger issues these stories raise
with thriller-like intensity.
The incredible bestselling book from the author of No Barriers and The Adversity Advantage Erik Weihenmayer was born with retinoscheses,
a degenerative eye disorder that would leave him blind by the age of thirteen. But Erik was determined to rise above this devastating disability
and lead a fulfilling and exciting life. In this poignant and inspiring memoir, he shares his struggle to push past the limits imposed on him by
his visual impairment-and by a seeing world. He speaks movingly of the role his family played in his battle to break through the barriers of
blindness: the mother who prayed for the miracle that would restore her son's sight and the father who encouraged him to strive for that
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distant mountaintop. And he tells the story of his dream to climb the world's Seven Summits, and how he is turning that dream into
astonishing reality (something fewer than a hundred mountaineers have done). From the snow-capped summit of McKinley to the towering
peaks of Aconcagua and Kilimanjaro to the ultimate challenge, Mount Everest, this is a story about daring to dream in the face of impossible
odds. It is about finding the courage to reach for that ultimate summit, and transforming your life into something truly miraculous. "An
inspiration to other blind people and plenty of us folks who can see just fine."—Jon Krakauer, New York Times bestselling author of Into Thin
Air

In national bestseller The Mountain, world-renowned climber and bestselling author Ed Viesturs and cowriter David
Roberts paint a vivid portrait of obsession, dedication, and human achievement in a true love letter to the world’s highest
peak. In The Mountain, veteran world-class climber and bestselling author Ed Viesturs—the only American to have
climbed all fourteen of the world’s 8,000-meter peaks—trains his sights on Mount Everest in richly detailed accounts of
expeditions that are by turns personal, harrowing, deadly, and inspiring. The highest mountain on earth, Everest remains
the ultimate goal for serious high-altitude climbers. Viesturs has gone on eleven expeditions to Everest, spending more
than two years of his life on the mountain and reaching the summit seven times. No climber today is better poised to
survey Everest’s various ascents—both personal and historic. Viesturs sheds light on the fate of Mallory and Irvine,
whose 1924 disappearance just 800 feet from the summit remains one of mountaineering’s greatest mysteries, as well
as the multiply tragic last days of Rob Hall and Scott Fischer in 1996, the stuff of which Into Thin Air was made. Informed
by the experience of one who has truly been there, The Mountain affords a rare glimpse into that place on earth where
Heraclitus’s maxim—“Character is destiny”—is proved time and again.
One Mountain Thousand SummitsThe Untold Story of Tragedy and True Heroism on K2Penguin
Mountaintops have long been seen as sacred places, home to gods and dreams. In one climbing year Peter Boardman
visited three very different sacred mountains. He began on the South Face of the Carstensz Pyramid in New Guinea.
This is the highest point between the Andes and the Himalaya, and one of the most inaccessible, rising above thick
jungle inhabited by warring Stone Age tribes. During the spring Boardman made a four-man, oxygen-free attempt on the
world's third highest peak, Kangchenjunga. Hurricane-force winds beat back their first two bids on the unclimbed North
Ridge, but they eventually stood within feet of the summit – leaving the final few yards untrodden in deference to the
inhabiting deity. In October, he climbed the mountain most sacred to the Sherpas: the twin-summited Gauri Sankar.
Renowned for its technical difficulty and spectacular profile, it is aptly dubbed the Eiger of the Himalaya and Boardman's
first ascent took a gruelling twenty-three days. Three sacred mountains, three very different expeditions, all superbly
captured by Boardman in Sacred Summits, his second book, first published shortly after his death in 1982. Combining
the excitement of extreme climbing with acute observation of life in the mountains, this is an amusing, dramatic, poignant
and thought-provoking book. Peter Boardman and Joe Tasker died on Everest in 1982, whilst attempting a new and
unclimbed line. Both men were superb mountaineers and talented writers. Their literary legacy lives on through the
Boardman Tasker Prize for Mountain Literature, established by family and friends in 1983 and presented annually to the
author or co-authors of an original work which has made an outstanding contribution to mountain literature.
Chronicles 150 years of disaster in the rugged mountains of the Presidential Range where Mount Washington has
challenged visitors for centuries with its severe weather.
“If you’re only going to read one Everest book this decade, make it The Third Pole. . . . A riveting adventure.”—Outside
Shivering, exhausted, gasping for oxygen, beyond doubt . . . A hundred-year mystery lured veteran climber Mark Synnott
into an unlikely expedition up Mount Everest during the spring 2019 season that came to be known as “the Year Everest
Broke.” What he found was a gripping human story of impassioned characters from around the globe and a mountain
that will consume your soul—and your life—if you let it. The mystery? On June 8, 1924, George Mallory and Sandy Irvine
set out to stand on the roof of the world, where no one had stood before. They were last seen eight hundred feet shy of
Everest’s summit still “going strong” for the top. Could they have succeeded decades before Sir Edmund Hillary and
Tenzing Norgay? Irvine is believed to have carried a Kodak camera with him to record their attempt, but it, along with his
body, had never been found. Did the frozen film in that camera have a photograph of Mallory and Irvine on the summit
before they disappeared into the clouds, never to be seen again? Kodak says the film might still be viable. . . . Mark
Synnott made his own ascent up the infamous North Face along with his friend Renan Ozturk, a filmmaker using drones
higher than any had previously flown. Readers witness first-hand how Synnott’s quest led him from oxygen-deprivation
training to archives and museums in England, to Kathmandu, the Tibetan high plateau, and up the North Face into a
massive storm. The infamous traffic jams of climbers at the very summit immediately resulted in tragic deaths. Sherpas
revolted. Chinese officials turned on Synnott’s team. An Indian woman miraculously crawled her way to frostbitten
survival. Synnott himself went off the safety rope—one slip and no one would have been able to save him—committed to
solving the mystery. Eleven climbers died on Everest that season, all of them mesmerized by an irresistible magic. The
Third Pole is a rapidly accelerating ride to the limitless joy and horror of human obsession.
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