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On Chesil Beach
Why do we pick up pebbles on the beach? What is it we see
in them, and why do we take them home to display on our
shelves? Is it their inherent beauty, their infinite variation, or
simply their associations with a happy time and place? In this
book - part social history and part practical guide - writer and
pebble collector Christopher Stocks unearths the sometimes
surprising story of our love-affair with pebbles, and considers
how the way we see them today has been influenced over the
years by artists, authors and even archaeologists. Printmaker
Angie Lewin is widely admired for her alluringly stylish images
of the natural world. She celebrates the experience of walking
and sketching along the British coastline, often incorporating
pebbles in her limited edition prints and paintings. Many of
these feature in the book alongside a series of new images.
From the Booker Prize winning author of Amsterdam, a
brilliant new novel. On the hottest day of the summer of 1935,
thirteen-year-old Briony Tallis sees her sister Cecilia strip off
her clothes and plunge into the fountain in the garden of their
country house. Watching her is Robbie Turner, son of the
Tallis’s cleaning lady, whose education has been subsidized
by Cecilia’s and Briony’s father, and who, like Cecilia, has
recently come down from Cambridge. By day's end, their lives
will be changed – irrevocably. Robbie and Cecilia will have
crossed a boundary they had not imagined at its start. And
Briony will have witnessed mysteries, seen an unspeakable
word, and committed a crime for which she will spend the rest
of her life trying to atone… Brilliant and utterly enthralling in its
depiction of love and war and class and childhood and
England, An Atonement is a profound – and profoundly
moving – exploration of shame and forgiveness, of atonement
and of the possibility of absolution.
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NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE The #1 bestselling
author of Saturday and Atonement brilliantly illuminates the
collision of sexual longing, deep-seated fears and romantic
fantasy in his unforgettable, emotionally engaging novel. The
year is 1962. Florence, the daughter of a successful
businessman and an aloof Oxford academic, is a talented
violinist. She dreams of a career on the concert stage and of
the perfect life she will create with Edward, the earnest young
history student she met by chance and who unexpectedly
wooed her and won her heart. Edward grew up in the country
on the outskirts of Oxford where his father, the headmaster of
the local school, struggled to keep the household together
and his mother, brain-damaged from an accident, drifted in a
world of her own. Edward’ s native intelligence, coupled with
a longing to experience the excitement and intellectual
fervour of the city, had taken him to University College in
London. Falling in love with the accomplished, shy and
sensitive Florence--and having his affections returned with
equal intensity--has utterly changed his life. Their marriage,
they believe, will bring them happiness, the confidence and
the freedom to fulfill their true destinies. The glowing promise
of the future, however, cannot totally mask their worries about
the wedding night. Edward, who has had little experience with
women, frets about his sexual prowess. Florence’s anxieties
run deeper: she is overcome by conflicting emotions and a
fear of the moment she will surrender herself. From the
precise and intimate depiction of two young lovers eager to
rise above the hurts and confusion of the past, to the touching
story of how their unexpressed misunderstandings and fears
shape the rest of their lives, On Chesil Beach is an
extraordinary novel that brilliantly, movingly shows us how the
entire course of a life can be changed--by a gesture not made
or a word not spoken.
These three bestselling novels by the Booker Award-winning
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author explore the dark sides of love, family and sexuality.
The Child in Time On a routine Saturday morning trip to the
supermarket, a father’s brief moment of distraction turns his
life upside down when his daughter is kidnapped. His spiral of
guilt and bereavement has effects on his marriage, his
psyche—and time itself. The Cement Garden When their
mother suddenly dies, four siblings hide her body in the
basement to prevent others from discovering her death and
placing them in foster care. But their dark secret sets them on
a path of isolation and boundary-crossing intimacy. The
Comfort of Strangers Colin and Mary are vacationing in
Venice in hopes of reigniting their relationship. But after
losing their way in the winding streets, their acquaintance with
another couple takes turns that are likewise erotic and violent
in nature.
Somerset Maugham Award winner: Dark early fiction by the
author of Nutshell—“a splendid magician of fear” (Village
Voice Literary Supplement). Taut, brooding, and densely
atmospheric, the stories here show us how murder can arise
out of boredom, perversity from adolescent curiosity—and how
sheer evil can become the solution to unbearable loneliness.
These short fiction pieces from the early career of the New
York Times–bestselling and Man Booker Prize–winning
author of Atonement and On Chesil Beach are claustrophobic
tales of childhood, twisted psychology, and disjointed family
life as terrifying as anything by Stephen King—and finely
crafted with a lyricism and an intensity that compels us to
confront our secret kinship with what repels us. “A powerful
talent that is both weird and wonderful.” —TheBoston Sunday
Globe “Ian McEwan’s fictional world combin[es] the bleak,
dreamlike quality of de Chirico’s city-scapes with the strange
eroticism of canvases by Balthus. Menace lies crouched
between the lines of his neat, angular prose, and weird, grisly
things occur in his books with nearly casual aplomb.” —The
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New York Times
The 1970s were the Golden Age for American film-making,
with the emergence of such talents as Scorsese, Coppola,
Spielberg, Lucas, De Palma, Altman, and Malick. Ryan Gilbey
looks afresh at the remarkable movies of this era, and their
gifted makers.
Shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize, Darkmans is an
exhilarating, extraordinary examination of the ways in which
history can play jokes on us all... If History is just a sick joke
which keeps on repeating itself, then who exactly might be
telling it, and why? Could it be John Scogin, Edward IV's
infamous court jester, whose favorite pastime was to burn
people alive - for a laugh? Or could it be Andrew Boarde,
Henry VIII's physician, who kindly wrote John Scogin's
biography? Or could it be a tiny Kurd called Gaffar whose
days are blighted by an unspeakable terror of - uh - salad? Or
a beautiful, bulimic harpy with ridiculously weak bones? Or a
man who guards Beckley Woods with a Samurai sword and a
pregnant terrier? Darkmans is a very modern book, set in
Ashford [a ridiculously modern town], about two very oldfashioned subjects: love and jealousy. It's also a book about
invasion, obsession, displacement and possession, about
comedy, art, prescription drugs and chiropody. And the main
character? The past, which creeps up on the present and
whispers something quite dark - quite unspeakable - into its
ear. The third of Nicola Barker's narratives of the Thames
Gateway, Darkmans is an epic novel of startling originality.
From the New York Times bestselling author of the Tradd
Street novels comes a story of one woman's journey into a
secret past--and a life she never expected on the ravaged
coast of Biloxi, Mississippi.... Working at an auction house in
New York, Julie Holt meets a struggling artist and single
mother who reminds her very much of her missing younger
sister. Monica Guidry paints a vivid picture of her Southern
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family through stories, but never says why or how she lost
contact with them. And she has another secret: a heart
condition that will soon take her life. Feeling as if she's lost
her sister a second time, Julie inherits from Monica an
antique portrait--as well as custody of her young son. Taking
him to Biloxi, Mississippi, to meet the family he's never
known, Julie discovers a connection of her own. The portrait,
of an old Guidry relative, was done by her greatgrandfather--and unlocks a surprising family history....
READERS GUIDE INCLUDED
In one of the most striking opening scenes ever written, a
bizarre ballooning accident and a chance meeting give birth
to an obsession so powerful that an ordinary man is driven to
the brink of madness and murder by another's delusions. Ian
McEwan brings us an unforgettable story—dark, gripping, and
brilliantly crafted—of how life can change in an instant.
A crowd of siblings gathers in Dublin for the wake of their
wayward brother in this “stunning” novel by the awardwinning author of Actress (The Washington Post). The
surviving children of the Hegarty clan are gathering for the
wake of their wayward, alcoholic brother, Liam, drowned in
the sea after filling his pockets with stones. He is the third of
the twelve Hegarty siblings to die. His sister, Veronica,
collects the body and keeps the dead man company,
guarding the secret she shares with him—something that
happened in their grandmother’s house in the winter of 1968.
As prize-winning author Anne Enright traces the line of
betrayal and redemption through three generations, her
distinctive intelligence twists the world a fraction and gives it
back to us in a new and unforgettable light. The Gathering is
an “wonderfully elegant and unsparing” epic of an Irish family
(Los Angeles Times)—a novel about love and disappointment,
how memories warp and secrets fester, and how fate is
written in the body, not in the stars. “Entrancing...a haunting
Page 5/22

File Type PDF On Chesil Beach
look at a broken family stifled by generations of hurt and
disappointment, struggling to make peace with the
irreparable.”—Entertainment Weekly “A melancholic love and
rage bubbles just beneath the surface of this Dublin clan, and
Enright explores it unflinchingly.”—Publishers Weekly “Her
sympathy for her characters is as tender and subtle as Alice
McDermott’s; her vision of Ireland is as brave and original as
Edna O’Brien’s. The Gathering is her best book.”—Colm
Toibin “Hypnotic.”—Booklist (starred review)
New from the bestselling author of Atonement and The
Children Act Trudy has betrayed her husband, John. She's
still in the marital home—a dilapidated, priceless London
townhouse—but John's not there. Instead, she's with his
brother, the profoundly banal Claude, and the two of them
have a plan. But there is a witness to their plot: the inquisitive,
nine-month-old resident of Trudy's womb. Told from a
perspective unlike any other, Nutshell is a classic tale of
murder and deceit from one of the world’s master
storytellers.
From the pen of a master — the #1 bestselling, Booker
Prize–winning author of Atonement — comes an astonishing
novel that captures the fine balance of happiness and the
unforeseen threats that can destroy it. A brilliant, thrilling
page-turner that will keep readers on the edge of their seats.
Saturday is a masterful novel set within a single day in
February 2003. Henry Perowne is a contented man — a
successful neurosurgeon, happily married to a newspaper
lawyer, and enjoying good relations with his children. Henry
wakes to the comfort of his large home in central London on
this, his day off. He is as at ease here as he is in the
operating room. Outside the hospital, the world is not so easy
or predictable. There is an impending war against Iraq, and a
general darkening and gathering pessimism since the New
York and Washington attacks two years before. On this
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particular Saturday morning, Perowne’s day moves through
the ordinary to the extraordinary. After an unusual sighting in
the early morning sky, he makes his way to his regular
squash game with his anaesthetist, trying to avoid the
hundreds of thousands of marchers filling the streets of
London, protesting against the war. A minor accident in his
car brings him into a confrontation with a small-time thug. To
Perowne’s professional eye, something appears to be
profoundly wrong with this young man, who in turn believes
the surgeon has humiliated him — with savage consequences
that will lead Henry Perowne to deploy all his skills to keep his
family alive.
Kafka meets the world of Brexit in a bitingly funny political
satire from Ian McEwan That morning, Jim Sams, clever but
by no means profound, woke from uneasy dreams to find
himself transformed into a gigantic creature. Jim Sams has
undergone a metamorphosis. In his previous six-legged
existence he was ignored or loathed, but in his new
incarnation he has woken up to discover he is the most
powerful man in Britain: the Prime Minister. His mission: a
nationalist revival, with or without Europe. Nothing must get in
his way: not the opposition, nor the dissenters within his own
party. Not even the rules of parliamentary democracy. In this
bitingly funny, Kafkaesque satire, Ian McEwan engages with
scabrous humour a very recognizable political world and turns
it on its head.
Conversations with Ian McEwan collects sixteen interviews,
conducted over three decades, with the British author of such
highly praised novels as Enduring Love, Atonement,
Saturday, and On Chesil Beach. McEwan (b. 1948) discusses
his views on authorship, the writing process, and major
themes found in his fiction, but he also expands upon his
interests in music, film, global politics, the sciences, and the
state of literature in contemporary society. McEwan's candid
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and forthcoming discussions with notable contemporary
writers---Martin Amis, Zadie Smith, Ian Hamilton, David
Remnick, and Stephen Pinker---provide readers with the most
in-depth portrait available of the author and his works.
Readers will find McEwan to be just as engaging, humorous,
and intelligent as his writings suggest. The volume includes
interviews from British, Spanish, French, and American
sources, two interviews previously available only in audio
format, and a new interview conducted with the book's editor.
New from Ian McEwan, Booker Prize winner and international
bestselling author of Atonement and The Children Act
Machines Like Me takes place in an alternative 1980s
London. Charlie, drifting through life and dodging full-time
employment, is in love with Miranda, a bright student who
lives with a terrible secret. When Charlie comes into money,
he buys Adam, one of the first synthetic humans and—with
Miranda's help—he designs Adam's personality. The nearperfect human that emerges is beautiful, strong, and clever. It
isn't long before a love triangle soon forms, and these three
beings confront a profound moral dilemma. In his subversive
new novel, Ian McEwan asks whether a machine can
understand the human heart—or whether we are the ones who
lack understanding.
Jude Deveraux’s marvelous New York Times bestseller is a
touching and delightful exploration of the longings that live
deep inside every woman’s heart, featuring three friends who
get a once-in-a-lifetime chance to find out what might have
been... Have you ever wanted to rewrite your past? Three
best friends, all with the same birthday, are about to turn
forty. Celebrating at a summerhouse in Maine, Leslie
Headrick, Madison Appleby, and Ellie Abbott are taking stock
of their lives and loves, their wishes and choices. But none of
them expect the gift that awaits them at the summerhouse:
the chance for each of them to turn their “what-might-havePage 8/22
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beens” into reality... Leslie, a suburban wife and mother,
follows the career of a boy who pursued her in college
wonders: what if she had chosen differently? Madison
dropped a modeling career to help her high school boyfriend
recover from an accident, even though he’d jilted her. But
what if she had said “no” when her old boyfriend had called?
Ellie became a famous novelist, but a bitter divorce wiped out
her earnings—and shattered her belief in herself. Why had the
“justice” system failed her? And could she prevent its
happening the second time around? Now, a mysterious
“Madame Zoya,” offers each of them a chance to relive any
three weeks from the past. Will the road not taken prove a
better path? Each woman will have to decide for herself as
she follows the dream that got away...and each must choose
the life that will truly satisfy the heart's deepest longings.

Now a Major Motion Picture starring Emma
Thompson, Stanley Tucci, and Fionn Whitehead.
One of the Best Books of the Year: The Washington
Post, NPR, Vogue, BookRiot Fiona Maye is a
leading High Court judge who presides over cases in
the family division. She is renowned for her fierce
intelligence, exactitude, and sensitivity. But her
professional success belies private sorrow and
domestic strife. There is the lingering regret of her
childlessness, and now her marriage of thirty years
is in crisis. At the same time, she is called on to try
an urgent case: Adam, a beautiful seventeen-yearold boy, is refusing for religious reasons the medical
treatment that could save his life, and his devout
parents echo his wishes. Time is running out. Should
the secular court overrule sincerely expressed faith?
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In the course of reaching a decision, Fiona visits
Adam in the hospital—an encounter that stirs longburied feelings in her and powerful new emotions in
the boy. Her judgment has momentous
consequences for them both.
Set in late 1980s Europe at the time of the fall of the
Berlin Wall, Black Dogs is the intimate story of the
crumbling of a marriage, as witnessed by an
outsider. Jeremy is the son-in-law of Bernard and
June Tremaine, whose union and estrangement
began almost simultaneously. Seeking to
comprehend how their deep love could be defeated
by ideological differences Bernard and June cannot
reconcile, Jeremy undertakes writing June's
memoirs, only to be led back again and again to one
terrifying encouner forty years earlier—a moment that,
for June, was as devastating and irreversible in its
consequences as the changes sweeping Europe in
Jeremy's own time. In a finely crafted, compelling
examination of evil and grace, Ian McEwan weaves
the sinister reality of civiliation's darkest moods—its
black dogs—with the tensions that both create love
and destroy it.
"It is July 1962. Edward and Florence, young
innocents married that morning, arrive at a hotel on
the Dorset coast. At dinner in their rooms they
struggle to suppress their private fears of the
wedding night to come..." - Back cover.
Orphaned siblings create a macabre secret world for
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themselves in this “irresistibly readable” novel by
the New York Times-bestselling author (The New
York Review of Books). This “powerful and
disconcerting” novel by the Booker Prize-winning
author of The Children Act and Atonement (The
Daily Telegraph) tells the story of a dying family who
live in a dying part of the city. A father of four
children decides, in an effort to make his garden
easier to control, to pave it over. In the process, he
has a heart attack and dies, leaving the cement
garden unfinished and the children to the care of
their mother. Soon after, the mother too dies and the
children, fearful of being separated by social
services, decide to cover up their parents’ deaths:
they bury their mother in the cement garden. The
story is told from the point of view of Jack, one of the
sons, who is entering adolescence with all of its
attendant curiosity and appetites. Julie, the eldest, is
almost a grown woman. Sue is rather bookish and
observes all that goes on around her. And Tom is
the youngest and the baby of the lot. The children
seem to manage in this perverse setting rather
well—until Julie brings home a boyfriend who
threatens their secret by asking too many questions.
“[A] beautiful but disturbing novel.”—The AV Club
“McEwan’s evocative detail and perfect British
prose lend a genteel decorum to the death and
decay that surround the family.”—The New Yorker
The setting is Berlin. Into this divided city, wrenched
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between East and West, between past and present;
comes twenty-five-year-old Leonard Marnham,
assigned to a British-American surveillance team.
Though only a pawn in an international plot that is
never fully revealed to him, Leonard uses his secret
work to escape the bonds of his ordinary life -- and
to lose his unwanted innocence. The promise of his
new life begins to be fulfilled as Leonard becomes a
crucial part of the surveillance team, while
simultaneously being initiated into a new world of
love and sex by Maria, a beautiful young German
woman. It is a promise that turns to horror in the
course of one terrible evening -- a night when
Leonard Marnham learns just how much of his
innocence he's willing to shed.
A twisted relationship between two couples reaches
a terrible climax in this novel by the New York Timesbestselling author of Machines Like Me. Colin and
Mary are lovers on holiday in Italy, their relationship
becoming increasingly problematic as they become
increasingly alienated from one and other. They
move from place to place in this foreign land but
seemingly without aim or purpose, seemingly bored
and without attachment. Then they meet a man
named Robert and his disabled wife, Caroline. Colin
and Mary seem happy for the diversion—happy to
meet another couple that takes their focus off of
each other for a while. But things become strange
when they attempt to leave: Robert and Caroline
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insist that they stay with them for a while longer.
While Mary and Colin do rediscover an erotic
attraction to each other during this time, they also
find that their relationship with Robert and Caroline is
taking a dreadful and horrific turn, in this “fine novel”
by the Booker Prize-winning author of Saturday and
On Chesil Beach (New Statesman). “McEwan
perfectly captures the thrill of travel when one is
divorced from familiar surroundings and the chance
of something unusual and out-of-character seems
possible. Of course, this being a McEwan fiction, the
possibility is a brutal truth about how people find love
in extreme ways.”—The Daily Beast
A child’s abduction sends a father reeling in this
Whitbread Award-winning novel that explores time
and loss with “narrative daring and imaginative
genius” (Kirkus Reviews, starred review). Stephen
Lewis, a successful author of children’s books, is on
a routine trip to the supermarket with his three-yearold daughter. In a brief moment of distraction, she
suddenly vanishes—and is irretrievably lost. From
that moment, Lewis spirals into bereavement that
effects his marriage, his psyche, and his relationship
with time itself: “It was a wonder that there could be
so much movement, so much purpose, all the time.
He himself had none at all.” In The Child in Time,
acclaimed author Ian McEwan “sets a story of
domestic horror against a disorienting exploration in
time” producing “a work of remarkable intellectual
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and political sophistication” that has been adapted
into a PBS Masterpiece movie starring Benedict
Cumberbatch (Kirkus Reviews, starred review). “A
beautifully rendered, very disturbing novel.”
—Publishers Weekly
The official movie tie-in edition of Ian McEwan's
exquisite, bestselling novel: the basis for the major
motion picture starring Saoirse Ronan, Emily
Watson, Anne-Marie Duff, and Samuel West.
England, 1962: Florence and Edward are celebrating
their wedding in a hotel on the Dorset coast. Yet as
they dine, the expectation of their marital duties
become overwhelming. Unbeknownst to them both,
the decisions they make this night will resonate
throughout their lives. With exquisite prose, Ian
McEwan creates a story of lives transformed by a
gesture not made or a word not spoken--and
brilliantly illuminates the collision of sexual longing,
deep-seated fears, and romantic fantasy on a young
couple's wedding night.
This work has been selected by scholars as being
culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced
from the original artifact, and remains as true to the
original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the
original copyright references, library stamps (as most of
these works have been housed in our most important
libraries around the world), and other notations in the
work. This work is in the public domain in the United
Page 14/22

File Type PDF On Chesil Beach
States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the
United States, you may freely copy and distribute this
work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a
copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a
historical artifact, this work may contain missing or
blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant.
Against the backdrop of the Korean War, a young man
faces life’s unimagined chances and terrifying
consequences. It is 1951 in America, the second year of
the Korean War. A studious, law-abiding, intense
youngster from Newark, New Jersey, Marcus Messner,
is beginning his sophomore year on the pastoral,
conservative campus of Ohio’s Winesburg College. And
why is he there and not at the local college in Newark
where he originally enrolled? Because his father, the
sturdy, hard-working neighborhood butcher, seems to
have gone mad -- mad with fear and apprehension of the
dangers of adult life, the dangers of the world, the
dangers he sees in every corner for his beloved boy. As
the long-suffering, desperately harassed mother tells her
son, the father’s fear arises from love and pride.
Perhaps, but it produces too much anger in Marcus for
him to endure living with his parents any longer. He
leaves them and, far from Newark, in the midwestern
college, has to find his way amid the customs and
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constrictions of another American world. Indignation,
Philip Roth’s twenty-ninth book, is a story of
inexperience, foolishness, intellectual resistance, sexual
discovery, courage, and error. It is a story told with all the
inventive energy and wit Roth has at his command, at
once a startling departure from the haunted narratives of
old age and experience in his recent books and a
powerful addition to his investigations of the impact of
American history on the life of the vulnerable individual.
Literary mimesis is an age-old concept which has been
variously interpreted and at times highly contested, and
which has recently been brought back to the forefront of
scholarly interest. The debate around mimesis has been
reactivated by approaches that re-evaluate its meaning
both in the ancient texts in which it first appeared, and in
the contemporary discussions of the power of literary
representation. This volume presents a selection of
central contributions to both the theoretical debate on
mimesis and to its up-to-date critical practice. This
volume approaches mimesis by emphasising the
principles of knowledge, understanding and imagination
that have been associated with mimesis since Aristotle’s
Poetics. The articles consider the various aspects of the
concept throughout history, and explore the ways in
which literature produces its peculiar reality effects and
negotiates its relationship to value systems connecting it
to the world of everyday experience and ethics, as well
as to different ideologies, emotions, world views and
fields of knowledge. Building on this rich theoretical
background, the articles examine the limits and
possibilities of mimesis through detailed textual analyses
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that present acute challenges to our current
understanding of literary representation.
Darkly brilliant short fiction by the New York Timesbestselling, Booker Prize-winning author of Machines
Like Me and Atonement. A two-timing pornographer
becomes the unwilling object in the fantasies of one of
his victims. A jaded millionaire buys himself the perfect
mistress and plunges into a hell of jealousy and despair.
Over the course of a weekend, a guilt-ridden father with
his teenage daughter discovers the depths of his own
blundering innocence. Whether these are the written
transcripts of dreams or deadly accurate maps of the
tremor zones of our psyche, all seven stories in this
collection implicate us in the most fearful ways
imaginable. “His stories are complex and his prose, like
Orwell’s, is as clear as windowpane… McEwan’s comic
edge gives these stories a moral force. They are not
meant simply to shock and horrify middle-class readers.
Rather, like all good satire, they seek to unmask
hypocrisy and cruelty.”—The Washington Post Book
World
A jewel of a short story from the author of Atonement
and Nutshell—“My Purple Scented Novel” follows the
perfect crime of literary betrayal, scrupulously wrought
yet unscrupulously executed. Published to celebrate Ian
McEwan’s 70th birthday. “You will have heard of my
friend the once celebrated novelist Jocelyn Tarbet, but I
suspect his memory is beginning to fade. . . . You’d
never heard of me, the once obscure novelist Parker
Sparrow, until my name was publicly connected with his.
To a knowing few, our names remain rigidly attached,
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like the two ends of a seesaw. His rise coincided with,
though did not cause, my decline. . . . I don’t deny there
was wrongdoing. I stole a life, and I don’t intend to give
it back. You may treat these few pages as a confession.”
In July 1962, young innocents and newlyweds Edward
and Florence struggle with their fears of their upcoming
wedding night.
In 1616, as the last warm days dwindle in the north
Atlantic, the men on an English whaling ship prepare to
head back toward home. But there is one exception
among them: the quiet, headstrong Thomas Cave. For
Cave has bet the rest of the crew that he can spend a
winter on this Arctic island. Alone. His shipmates sail
away, the days shorten, and the cold weather moves in.
Thomas Cave faces months of darkness, ice, and
blizzards. He has nothing to his name except his rations,
shelter, and a journal-a record in case he doesn't survive
to tell his story. But nothing so threatens the willful sailor
as his own mind: he is haunted by the remembrances of
another life and a lost love. From his post at the edge of
the known world, Cave sees his own past, and begins to
reflect on man's relationship with God and the
wilderness. A beautiful, ghostly tale, The Solitude of
Thomas Cave brings us back to the beginning of the
modern world, in a story infused with the violence, power
and beauty that define both man and nature. Georgina
Harding is the author of two works of non-fiction:
Tranquebar: A Season in South India and In Another
Europe. She lives in Colchester, England. This is her first
novel.
"Charles Frieth, pre-eminent composer, conductor and
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prodigious womaniser, is preparing for a performance of
one of his early works, and the world premier of Demonic
Aubade. Obstinate and myopic, he is oblivious to the
growing turmoil around him; his wife's poor health and
dissatisfaction; the exhausted efforts of his secretary,
and the disquieting diligence of his housekeeper, Maria.
As the first performance draws near, the maestro is
suddenly awoken to the chaos, and as Charles struggles
to regain control of his life, a terrible tragedy begins to
unfold" -- Back cover.

To the charity workers, Dabaab refugee camp is a
humanitarian crisis; to the Kenyan government, it is
a 'nursery for terrorists'; to the western media, it is a
dangerous no-go area; but to its half a million
residents, it is their last resort. Situated hundreds of
miles from any other settlement, deep within the
inhospitable desert of northern Kenya where only
thorn bushes grow, Dadaab is a city like no other. Its
buildings are made from mud, sticks or plastic, its
entire economy is grey, and its citizens survive on
rations and luck. Over the course of four years, Ben
Rawlence became a first-hand witness to a strange
and desperate limbo-land, getting to know many of
those who have come there seeking sanctuary.
Among them are Guled, a former child soldier who
lives for football; Nisho, who scrapes an existence by
pushing a wheelbarrow and dreaming of riches;
Tawane, the indomitable youth leader; and schoolgirl
Kheyro, whose future hangs upon her education. In
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City of Thorns, Rawlence interweaves the stories of
nine individuals to show what life is like in the camp
and to sketch the wider political forces that keep the
refugees trapped there. Rawlence combines intimate
storytelling with broad socio-political investigative
journalism, doing for Dadaab what Katherinee Boo's
Behind the Beautiful Forevers did for the Mumbai
slums. Lucid, vivid and illuminating, City of Thorns is
an urgent human story with deep international
repercussions, brought to life through the people
who call Dadaab home.
On Chesil BeachVintage Canada
Swinging between his wife and his mistress in the
sacred and profane love machine and between the
charms of morality and the excitements of sin, the
psychotherapist, Blaise Gavender, sometimes
wishes he could divide himself in two. Instead, he
lets loose misery and confusion and—for the
spectators at any rate—a morality play, rich in
reflections upon the paradoxes of human life and the
nature of the battle between sacred and profane
love.
This book explores the central fictional minds in
three of Ian McEwan's most popular narratives. Mind
presentation constitutes the main part of
characterisation in the second phase of McEwan's
writing, where his plot structure depends to a large
degree on the presentation of the characters mental
workings. In Amsterdam (1998), Atonement (2003),
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and On Chesil Beach (2007), the construction
process of the fictional minds, the degree their
functioning is impacted by their experiences, and the
way their mental aspect controls their behaviour and
relationships are critical to the stories. Relying on
insights and methods from Cognitive Narratology,
this study follows two purposes: It firstly analyses the
function of fictional minds and their operational
modes in these narratives. Secondly, it explores the
impact of the characters' experiences on both their
mental functioning and their behaviour, especially
with view of their relationships. Nayebpour reveals
that the plot structure of these narratives highly
depends on the lack of a sound balance between the
two aspects of the represented minds
(intermental/joint thought and intramental/individual
thought) as well as on the dominance of the
intramental one. The tragic atmosphere in these
narratives, Nayebpour argues, is the result of this
imbalance.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • The Booker Prizewinning author of Atonement brilliantly illuminates
the collision of sexual longing, deep-seated fears,
and romantic fantasy on a young couple’s wedding
night. It is 1962, and Florence and Edward are
celebrating their wedding in a hotel on the Dorset
coast. Yet as they dine, the expectation of their
marital duties become overwhelming. Unbeknownst
to them both, the decisions they make this night will
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resonate throughout their lives. With exquisite prose,
Ian McEwan creates in On Chesil Beach a story of
lives transformed by a gesture not made or a word
not spoken.
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