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Manpower is the lifeblood of armies regardless of time or
place. In the First World War, much of Canada’s military
effort went toward sustaining the Canadian Expeditionary
Force, especially in France and Belgium. The job was
not easy. The government and Department of Militia and
Defence were tasked with recruiting and training
hundreds of thousands of men, shipping them to
England, and creating organizations on the continent
meant to forward these men to their units. The first book
to explore the issue of manpower in the Canadian
Expeditionary Force, Filling the Ranks examines the
administrative and organizational changes that fostered
efficiency and sustained the army. Richard Holt
describes national civilian and military recruitment
policies and criteria both inside and outside of Canada;
efforts to recruit women, convicts, and members of First
Nations, African Canadian, Asian, and Slavic
communities; the conduct of entry-level training; and the
development of a coherent reinforcement structure.
Canada’s ability to fill the ranks with trained soldiers
ultimately helped make the Corps an elite formation
within the British Expeditionary Force. Based on
extensive research in British and Canadian archives,
Filling the Ranks provides a wealth of new information on
Canada"s role in the Great War.
The battle of Kohima, often referred to as the ‘Stalingrad
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was the turning point of the Japanese
offensive into India in 1944 during what the West calls
the Second World War. A recent survey by the National
Army Museum voted it Britain’s greatest battle. The road
to Kohima is a unique collaboration between a senior
Naga journalist and an eminent British historian, who
between them have developed the thread of the Naga
involvement in the Second World War. For these Nagas,
living high up in the hills, war came to them. The battle,
though devastating, lasted only a few months but in that
time the Nagas played a key part. The battle was fought
in three stages from 4 April to 22 June 1944 around the
town of Kohima, the capital of Nagaland in northeast
India. From 3 to 16 April, the Japanese attempted to
capture Kohima ridge. By mid-April, the small British and
Indian force at Kohima was relieved. From 18 April to 13
May British and Indian reinforcements counter-attacked
to drive the Japanese from the positions they had
captured. The Japanese abandoned the ridge at this
point but continued to block the Kohima–Imphal road.
From 16 May to 22 June, the British and Indian troops
pursued the retreating Japanese and reopened the road.
The battle ended on 22 June when British and Indian
troops from Kohima and Imphal met at Milestone 109,
ending the Siege of Imphal. Through personal stories the
first part of the book illustrates the ordinary civilian
experience of those caught up in the fighting and tells
both how their lives were affected by it and how village
life was pieced together after the battle was over.
Context to these poignant tales is provided in the second
part of the book, which details the military events in
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the Naga participation as soldiers. Together
the two halves of the book form a marvellous historical
document for all who are interested in the Second World
War and military history generally.
The sheer size and influence of the British Indian Army,
and its major role in the Allied War effort between 1939
and 1945 on behalf of a country from which it was
seeking independence, maintains its fascination as a
subject for a wide variety of historians. This volume
presents a range of papers examining the Indian Army
experience from the outbreak of world war in 1939 to the
partition of India in 1947. With contributions from many of
those at the forefront of the study of the Indian Army and
Commonwealth history, the book focuses upon a period
of Indian Army history not well covered by modern
scholarship. As such it makes a substantial contribution
across a range of subject areas, presenting a
compendium of chapters examining Indian Army
participation in the Second World War from North Africa
to Burma, plus a variety of other topics including the
evolution of wartime training, frontier operations,
Churchill and the Indian Army, the Army's role in the
development of post-war British counterinsurgency
practice, and of particular note, several chapters
examining aspects of the partition in 1947. As such, the
book offers a fascinating insight into one of the most
important yet least understood military forces of the
twentieth century. It will be of interest not only to those
seeking a fuller understanding of past campaigns, but
also to those wishing to better understand the
development and ethos of the present day military forces
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There is no single volume that shines a light on Asia's
collective involvement in the First World War, and the
impact that war had on its societies. Moreover, no
volume in any language explores the experiences Asian
countries shared as they became embroiled, with
divergent results, in the war and its repercussions. Asia
and the Great War moves beyond the national or even
international level by presenting a 'shared' history from
non-national and transnational perspectives. Asian
involvements make the Great War not only a true 'world'
war but also a 'great' war. The war generated forces that
would transform Asia both internally and externally.
Asian involvement in the First World War is a unique
chapter in both Asian and world history, with Asian
participation transforming the meaning and implications
of the broader conflict. Asia and the Great War also
takes steps to recover memories of the war and reevaluate the war in its Asian contexts. Asia's part in the
war and the part the war played in the collective
development of Asia represent the first steps of the long
journey to full national independence and international
recognition. This volume aims to bring the Great War
more fully into Asian history and the people of Asia into
the international history of the war, in the hope that the
shared history could lay the groundwork for a shared
future.
Though largely invisible in histories of the First World
War, over??550,000 men in the ranks of the Indian army
were non-combatants. From the porters, stevedores and
construction workers in the Coolie Corps to those who
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supply lines and removed the wounded from
the battlefield, Radhika Singha recovers the story of this
unacknowledged service. The labor regimes built on the
backs of these 'coolies' sustained the military
infrastructure of empire; their deployment in interregional
arenas bent to the demands of global war. Viewed as
racially subordinate and subject to 'non-martial' caste
designations, they fought back against their status, using
the warring powers' need for manpower as leverage to
challenge traditional service hierarchies and wage
differentials. The Coolie's Great War views that global
conflict through the lens of Indian labor, constructing a
distinct geography of the war--from tribal settlements and
colonial jails, beyond India's frontiers, to the battlefronts
of France and Mesopotamia.
No Labour, No BattleMilitary Labour During the First
World WarThe History Press
The stories of those who refused to fight in the First World
War
Early research on the Holocaust was characterized by studies
of the extermination of the Jews without other victims of the
Nazi policy of extermination being included. In the past twenty
years, there has been a greater focus on such topics as
prisoners of war and forced labourers in the Third Reich
among scholars. This development of a wider perspective in
research topics has revealed a need for more primary
research. Based on this viewpoint, it was established that a
need existed to expand the historical perspective by
connecting the Holocaust with the treatment of prisoners of
war. This book’s main goal is to make a contribution to the
strengthening of studies on prisoners of war and forced
labour. The volume consists of papers first presented at the
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Falstad symposium
“Prisoners of War and Forced Labour—
Histories of War and Occupation”, held at the Falstad Centre
on November 20-21, 2008. Topics of the symposium included
prisoners of war; prisoners in concentration and extermination
camps, people imprisoned for political or racial reasons; and
forced labour, meaning civilians forced to migrate or forced to
work for the Germans. The contributions in the book
represent a broad perspective including researchers from the
USA, Poland, Austria, Israel, Russia, Finland, the UK and
Norway. The introduction gives a brief overview of how
different European countries are dealing with the problem of
overcoming the past and the state of research in some of
these countries.
On 20 September 1944, a force of US paratroopers launched
a desperate, near suicidal river crossing in an effort to reach
their airborne brethren trapped at Arnhem, only to see their
efforts squandered by British tank crews who, instead of
racing ahead, sat down to drink tea. The story of the Waal
crossing – as told by American veterans of the operation –
has become a part of the Arnhem legend, a legend of
airborne heroism set against the timidity of the armoured
forces sent to relieve them; of American professionalism
wasted by British incompetence. But what really happened?
Why was the operation even necessary?Using first-hand
accounts and official records, Operation Market Garden
examines the legend of the Waal Crossing and the truth
behind it, revealing how a culture of elitism mixed with
national and personal rivalries led to arguably the greatest
western Allied defeat of the war.
Castles, Battles, and Bombs reconsiders key episodes of
military history from the point of view of economics—with
dramatically insightful results. For example, when looked at
as a question of sheer cost, the building of castles in the High
Middle Ages seems almost inevitable: though stunningly
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strong castle was far cheaper to maintain than a
standing army. The authors also reexamine the strategic
bombing of Germany in World War II and provide new
insights into France’s decision to develop nuclear weapons.
Drawing on these examples and more, Brauer and Van Tuyll
suggest lessons for today’s military, from counterterrorist
strategy and military manpower planning to the use of private
military companies in Afghanistan and Iraq. "In bringing
economics into assessments of military history, [the authors]
also bring illumination. . . . [The authors] turn their
interdisciplinary lens on the mercenary arrangements of
Renaissance Italy; the wars of Marlborough, Frederick the
Great, and Napoleon; Grant's campaigns in the Civil War; and
the strategic bombings of World War II. The results are
invariably stimulating."—Martin Walker, Wilson Quarterly "This
study is serious, creative, important. As an economist I am
happy to see economics so professionally applied to
illuminate major decisions in the history of warfare."—Thomas
C. Schelling, Winner of the 2005 Nobel Prize in Economics
The First World War and Health: Rethinking Resilience aims
to broaden the scope of resilience by looking at it from
military, medical, personal and societal perspectives. The
authors ask how war influenced the health – both physically
and psychologically – of those fighting and attending the
wounded, as well as the general health of the community of
which they were part.
Whenever leadership emerges within a group, there will be
resistance to that leadership. Discontent may manifest in a
number of ways, and action will always be determined by
factors such as resource, numbers, time, space, and the
legitimacy of the resistance. What, then, turns discontent into
mutiny? Mutiny is often associated with the occasional misleadership of the masses by politically inspired hotheads, or a
spontaneous and unusually romantic gesture of defiance
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against a uniquely
overbearing military superior. In reality it is
seldom either and usually has far more mundane origins, not
in the absolute poverty of the subordinates but in the relative
poverty of the relationships between leaders and the led in a
military situation. The roots of mutiny lie in the leadership
skills of a small number of leaders, and what transforms that
into a constructive dialogue, or a catastrophic disaster,
depends on how the leaders of both sides mobilise their
supporters and their networks. Using contemporary
leadership theory to cast a critical light on an array of mutinies
throughout history, this book suggests we consider mutiny as
a permanent possibility that is further encouraged or
discouraged in some contexts. From mutinies in ancient
Roman and Greek armies to those that toppled the German
and Russian states and forced governments to face their own
disastrous policies and changed them forever, this book
covers an array of cases across land, sea, and air that still
pose a threat to military establishments today. The critical
theoretical line also puts into sharp relief the assumption that
oftentimes people have little choice in how they respond to
circumstances not of their own making. If mutineers could
choose to resist what they saw as tyranny, then so can we.
For over 1500 years before the Empire Windrush docked on
British shores, people of African descent have played a
significant and far-ranging role in the country's history, from
the African soldiers on Hadrian's Wall to the Black British
intellectuals who made London a hub of radical, Pan-African
ideas. But while there has been a growing interest in this
history, there has been little recognition of the sheer breadth
and diversity of the Black British experience, until now. This
collection combines the latest work from both established and
emerging scholars of Black British history. It spans the
centuries from the first Black Britons to the latest African
migrants, covering everything from Africans in Tudor England
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for reparations, and the never ending
struggles against racism in between. An invaluable resource
for both future scholarship and those looking for a useful
introduction to Black British history, Black British History: New
Perspectives has the potential to transform our understanding
of Britain, and of its place in the world.
Uncovers the vital relationships between British troops and
local inhabitants in France and Belgium during the First World
War.
The First World War is a subject that has fascinated the
public as well as the academic community since the close of
hostilities in 1918. Over the past thirty years in particular, the
historiography associated with the conflict has expanded
considerably to include studies whose emphases range
between the economic, social, cultural, literary, and imperial
aspects of the war, all coinciding with revisions to perceptions
of its military context. Nevertheless, much of the discussion of
the First World War remains confined to the experiences of a
narrow collection of European armies on the battlefields of
Northern France and Belgium. This volume seeks to push the
focus away from the Western Front and to draw out the multispectral nature of the conflict, examining forgotten theatres
and neglected experiences. The chapters explore the
question of what ‘total war’ meant for the lives of people
around the world implicated in this momentous event,
broadening current debates on the First World War as well as
developing, reinforcing, and refining the existing categories of
analysis. The chapters are grouped into sections that reflect
neglected elements of the transnational interpretation of the
conflict and aspects of the total war debate. These
encompass alternative forms of mobilisation, issues of
neutrality, ideas of racial identity, and the scope of violence.
The volume thus not only expands First World War studies
but also contributes to the wider discourse on the shifting
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in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
With chapters by leading scholars and early career
researchers, this volume draws on a diverse range of original
archival research undertaken across disciplinary and national
boundaries. The contributions to the volume provide an
analysis of the conflict that draws out its full breadth and
complexity. The First World War demonstrated the critically
important relationship between national mobilisation and total
war, and saw multiple mobilisations and re-mobilisations of
European populations. This theme is explored at the national,
regional, and local levels through examinations of the Sicilian
province of Catania, the role of science in France and Britain,
and the utilisation of the narrative of maritime heroism
surrounding the British sailor Jack Cornwell. For Europe’s
neutrals the First World War was often as total in its effects as
for those states engaged in military operations. Chapters
analyse the diverse range of these experiences of neutrality,
from the economy and people of the Netherlands to the
attitudes of Switzerland’s intellectuals. Racial interpretations
of modern conflict have defined much of the historiography of
total war. The complexities of racial analysis with respect to
total war are highlighted in chapters dealing with white
colonial internees in German East Africa, the treatment of
prisoners of war in Europe, and the recruitment of India’s
‘primitive’ peoples for service in labour units. The final
section of the volume considers the scale and broad scope of
the violence unleashed during the First World War. Chapters
on the continuation of German naval war culture after the
conflict, the shaping of personal narratives of the war in the
Ottoman Empire, and anti-alien violence among veterans in
Canada serve to reinforce the extent to which the conflict
affected wider aspects of twentieth-century history around the
globe. Other Combatants, Other Fronts sheds light on the
diverse experiences of neutral and belligerent states, and
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and civilians, during the tumultuous events
of 1914-18. This brings to the fore the extent to which the
mechanisms of conflict developed during the struggle had a
truly global reach, and the impact this has had ever since in
defining modern conflict. The collection reinforces the notion
that although the First World War was a vast and often
bewildering industrial conflict, it was ultimately a very human
phenomenon.
This innovative study by one of the leading specialists in the
field examines the social and economic role of the German
army in the nation's internal affairs during the First World
War. This was the area in which the influence of the army
was most direct and profound. Germany's wartime economic
mobilisation was both planned and directed by the army, and
as a consequence of this largely unanticipated responsibility,
the army was compelled to cope with the great social conflicts
of Imperial Germany. In the process of confronting the groups
representing army and labour, the army paved the way for the
establishment of collective bargaining in Germany and also
created the foundations for the postwar inflation.
This unusual work offers a personal documentary and highly
individual witness to the terrible events in Flanders in 1917.
The Battle of "Third Ypres" - popularly known as
"Passchendaele" - epitomized the worst slaughter on the
western front of the First World War Many thousands killed, to
no avail; the trenches full of mud; the total annihilation of the
landscape; attempts to break through to victory which only
produced minor movement forward, and at a terrible cost.
This book tells the previously untold story of daily life
immediately behind the frontline during the tragic year of
1917. The author, who kept a detailed record of events and
attitudes, was a village priest, Achiel Van Walleghem. He
lived in Reninghelst, just west of Ypres, and kept an
extensive day-by-day account. He was very well informed by
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in his presbytery. And, urged by his innate
curiosity, he witnessed and noted the arrival of the first tanks
and the increasing importance of the artillery. He also visited
the camps of the Chinese Labour Corps and the British West
Indies Regiment. On 7 June 1917 he awoke early to see the
enormous mines of the Battle of Messines exploding. And he
was present when a deserter was shot at dawn. He records
all this - and much more - with an unusual humanity. As a
bystander living amidst the troops, he often had a special
view of the events that unfolded before his eyes. Van
Walleghem notes much that mattered to the soldiers there,
and to the local people. This includes the influence of bad
weather on the mood and morale of both troops and civilians,
as well as military events. His comments on the different
attitudes of English, Irish, Australian or other Empire troops
and divisions are often priceless. But Van Walleghem equally
records the misery of the local Flemish population and their
relationship with the British rank and file: in bad times such as
when a local is accused of spying, but also in good times
when a village girl gets married to a British soldier. This diary
is not just a forgotten source of the western front, it is one that
will forever change our views on the conflict, and on how men
and women tried to cope. In a year when many works will be
published about Passchendaele this is a unique book.
When Canadian troops cracked mentally, their commanders
could not understand that strict discipline and good training
were not enough to keep battle exhaustion in check. Some
Canadian doctors, using energy and common sense,
understood the problem better.

The years 1955-1959 in Communist China included
striking fluctuations and successes for Mao Tse-tung's
Party, and the working out of the first Five-Year Plan for
economic and agricultural development. Here analysis of
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is supported by 48
documents--directives, speeches, and articles. The
major Party pronouncements are given in full. The
significance of each is clarified by prefatory comments
indicating additional readings, and by the 41-page
introductory essay. This newly integrated picture of five
crucial years pioneers the use of documentation (as in
Soviet studies) for dealing with Communist China.
This unique volume provides a detailed analysis of
Australia’s 300 war crimes trials of principally Japanese
accused conducted in the immediate aftermath of the
Second World War.
The British Empire played a crucial part in the First World
War, supplying hundreds of thousands of soldiers and
labourers as well as a range of essential resources, from
foodstuffs to minerals, mules, and munitions. In turn,
many imperial territories were deeply affected by wartime
phenomena, such as inflation, food shortages, combat,
and the presence of large numbers of foreign troops.
This collection offers a comprehensive selection of
essays illuminating the extent of the Empire’s war
contribution and experience, and the richness of
scholarly research on the subject. Whether supporting
British military operations, aiding the British imperial
economy, or experiencing significant wartime effects on
the home fronts of the Empire, the war had a profound
impact on the colonies and their people. The chapters in
this volume were originally published in Australian
Historical Studies, The Journal of Imperial and
Commonwealth History, First World War Studies or The
Round Table: The Commonwealth Journal of
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Affairs.
From celebrated historian John Ferling, the
underexplored history of the second half of the
Revolutionary War, when, after years of fighting,
American independence often seemed beyond reach. It
was 1778, and the recent American victory at Saratoga
had netted the U.S a powerful ally in France. Many,
including General George Washington, presumed
France's entrance into the war meant independence was
just around the corner. Meanwhile, having lost an entire
army at Saratoga, Great Britain pivoted to a “southern
strategy.” The army would henceforth seek to regain its
southern colonies, Virginia, North Carolina, South
Carolina, and Georgia, a highly profitable segment of its
pre-war American empire. Deep into 1780 Britain's new
approach seemed headed for success as the U.S.
economy collapsed and morale on the home front
waned. By early 1781, Washington, and others, feared
that France would drop out of the war if the Allies failed
to score a decisive victory that year. Sir Henry Clinton,
commander of Britain's army, thought “the rebellion is
near its end.” Washington, who had been so optimistic in
1778, despaired: “I have almost ceased to hope.”
Winning Independence is the dramatic story of how and
why Great Britain-so close to regaining several southern
colonies and rendering the postwar United States a
fatally weak nation ultimately failed to win the war. The
book explores the choices and decisions made by
Clinton and Washington, and others, that ultimately led
the French and American allies to clinch the pivotal
victory at Yorktown that at long last secured American
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Volume 2 of The Cambridge History of the First World
War offers a history of the war from a predominantly
political angle and concerns itself with the story of the
state. It explores the multifaceted history of state power
and highlights the ways in which different political
systems responded to, and were deformed by, the nearunbearable pressures of war. Every state involved faced
issues of military-civilian relations, parliamentary reviews
of military policy, and the growth of war economies; and
yet their particular form and significance varied in every
national case. Written by a global team of historical
experts, this volume sets new standards in the political
history of the waging of war in an authoritative new
narrative which addresses problems of logistics, morale,
innovation in tactics and weapons systems, the use and
abuse of science; all of which were ubiquitous during the
conflict.
From statesmen and military commanders to ordinary
Britons, a bold, sweeping history of Britain's entrance
into World War II--and its efforts to survive it--illuminating
the ways in which the war permanently transformed a
nation and its people "Might be the single best
examination of British politics, society and strategy in
these four years that has ever been written." --The Wall
Street Journal Here is the many-faceted, worldhistorically significant story of Britain at war. In looking
closely at the military and political dimensions of the
conflict's first crucial years, Alan Allport tackles pressing
questions such as whether the war could have been
avoided, how it could have been lost, how well the British
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lived up to their
own values, and ultimately, what
difference the war made to the fate of the nation. In
answering these questions, he reexamines our
assumptions and paints a vivid portrait of the ways in
which the Second World War transformed British culture
and society. This bracing account draws on a lively cast
of characters--from the political and military leaders who
made the decisions, to the ordinary citizens who lived
through them--in a comprehensible and compelling
single history of forty-six million people. A sweeping and
groundbreaking epic, Britain at Bay gives us a fresh look
at the opening years of the war, and illuminates the
integral moments that, for better or for worse, made
Britain what it is today.

From 1917 British soldiers who were unfit or too old
for front-line service were to serve unarmed and
within the range of German guns for weeks or even
months at a time undertaking labouring tasks. Both
at the time and since they have arguably not been
given the recognition they deserve for this difficult
and dangerous work. From non-existence in 1914,
by November 1918 Military Labour had developed
into an organised and efficient 350,000-strong
Labour Corps, supported by Dominion and foreign
labour of more than a million men. Following the war,
the grim and solemn tasks of clearing battlefields
and constructing cemeteries, which continued until
1921, were also the responsibility of the Corps.Here,
John Starling and Ivor Lee bring together extensive
research from both primary and secondary sources
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to reveal how the vital, yet largely unreported, role
played by these brave soldiers was crucial to
achieving victory in 1918.
"Magnificent. . . . Seldom has a study of the past
combined such erudition with such exuberance."
—The Guardian "No-one with an interest in the
Second World War should be without this book; and
indeed nor should anyone who cares about how our
world has come about." —The Daily Telegraph Preeminent WWII historian Michael Burleigh delivers a
brilliant new examination of the day-to-day moral
crises underpinning the momentous conflicts of the
Second World War. A magisterial counterpart to his
award-winning and internationally bestselling The
Third Reich, winner of the Samuel Johnson prize,
Moral Combat offers a unique and riveting look at, in
the words of The Times (London), "not just the war
planners faced with the prospect of bombing
Dresden or the atrocities of the Holocaust, but also
the individuals working at the coalface of war, killing
or murdering, resisting or collaborating."
A striking new interpretation of colonial policing and
political violence in three empires between the two
world wars.
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