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Autonomy has recently become one of the central concepts in contemporary moral philosophy and has generated much
debate over its nature and value. This 2005 volume brings together essays that address the theoretical foundations of the
concept of autonomy, as well as essays that investigate the relationship between autonomy and moral responsibility,
freedom, political philosophy, and medical ethics. Written by some of the most prominent philosophers working in these
areas, this book represents research on the nature and value of autonomy that will be essential reading for a broad
swathe of philosophers as well as many psychologists.
These are exciting times for philosophical theorizing about propositions, with the last 15 years seeing the development of
new approaches and the emergence of new theorists. Propositions have been invoked to explain thought and cognition,
the nature and attribution of mental states, language and communication, and in philosophical treatments of truth,
necessity and possibility. According to Frege and Russell, and their followers, propositions are structured mind- and
language-independent abstract objects which have essential and intrinsic truth-conditions. Some recent theorizing doubts
whether propositions really exist and, if they do, asks how we can grasp, entertain and know them? But most of the doubt
concerns whether the abstract approach to propositions can really explain them. Are propositions really structured, and if
so where does their structure come from? How does this structure form a unity, and does it need to? Are the
representational and structural properties of propositions really independent of those of thinking and language? What
does it mean to say that an object occurs in or is a constituent of a proposition? The volume takes up these and other
questions, both as they apply to the abstract object approach and also to the more recently developed approaches. While
the volume as a whole does not definitively and unequivocally reject the abstract objection approach, for the most part,
the papers explore new critical and constructive directions. This book was originally published as a special issue of the
Canadian Journal of Philosophy.
"Leading philosophers present essays on an issue central to philosophy of mind, language, and perception : the nature of
our thought about the external world. The essays explore directions for future research, an important resource for anyone
working at the interface of semantics and mental representation."--[Source inconnue].
This collection of new essays presents cutting-edge research on the semantic conception of logic, the invariance criteria
of logicality, grammaticality, and logical truth. Contributors explore the history of the semantic tradition, starting with
Tarski, and its historical applications, while central criticisms of the tradition, and especially the use of invariance criteria
to explain logicality, are revisited by the original participants in that debate. Other essays discuss more recent criticism of
the approach, and researchers from mathematics and linguistics weigh in on the role of the semantic tradition in their
disciplines. This book will be invaluable to philosophers and logicians alike.
Is the mind with its experiences, sensations, and emotions nothing but the neural firings in the brain? Are you nothing but
a pack of neurons? If the mind is just the brain, then how can we act as genuine, responsible agents in the world? Being
Reduced is about how to understand and answer these questions. It takes a foundational approach and presents cutting
edge research by world leaders in philosophy on issues such as reduction in psychology and othersciences, scientific
explanation and the nature of causation.
The essays in this volume address three fundamental questions in the philosophy of science: What is required for some
fact to be evidence for a scientific hypothesis? What does it mean to say that a scientist or a theory explains a
phenomenon? Should scientific theories that postulate "unobservable" entities such as electrons be construed
realistically as aiming to correctly describe a world underlying what is directly observable, or should such theories be
understood as aiming to correctly describe only the observable world? Distinguished philosopher of science Peter
Achinstein provides answers to each of these questions in essays written over a period of more than 40 years. The
present volume brings together his important previously published essays, allowing the reader to confront some of the
most basic and challenging issues in the philosophy of science, and to consider Achinstein's many influential
contributions to the solution of these issues. He presents a theory of evidence that relates this concept to probability and
explanation; a theory of explanation that relates this concept to an explaining act as well as to the different ways in which
explanations are to be evaluated; and an empirical defense of scientific realism that invokes both the concept of evidence
and that of explanation.
Epistemological theories of knowledge and justification draw a crucial distinction between one’s simply having good
reasons for some belief, and one’s actually basing one’s belief on good reasons. While the most natural kind of account
of basing is causal in nature—a belief is based on a reason if and only if the belief is properly caused by the reason—there
is hardly any widely-accepted, counterexample-free account of the basing relation among contemporary epistemologists.
Further inquiry into the nature of the basing relation is therefore of paramount importance for epistemology. Without an
acceptable account of the basing relation, epistemological theories remain both crucially incomplete and vulnerable to
errors that can arise when authors assume an implausible view of what it takes for beliefs to be held on the basis of
reasons. Well-Founded Belief brings together 17 chapters written by leading epistemologists to explore this important
topic in greater detail. The collection is divided thematically to cover a wide range of issues related to the epistemic basic
relation. The first section of chapters covers the nature of the basing relation and attempts to articulate defensible
accounts of what it takes to believe on the basis of a reason. Section II explores the kind of things that can be reasons on
the basis of which we hold beliefs. Finally, the last section addresses the basing relation as it bears on particular
problems in epistemology, such as scepticism, the analysis of knowledge, and the contingencies of our epistemic
upbringing.
This volume includes discussions on the concept of education and such related topics as indoctrination and the nature
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and scope of the theory of education.
Questions about truth and questions about reality are intimately connected. One can ask whether numbers exist by asking "Are
there numbers?" But one can also ask what arguably amounts to the same question by asking "Is the sentence 'There are
numbers' true?" Such semantic ascent implies that reality can be investigated by investigating our true sentences. This line of
thought was dominant in twentieth century philosophy, but is now beginning to be called into question. In From Truth to Reality,
Heather Dyke brings together some of the foremost metaphysicians to examine approaches to truth, reality, and the connections
between the two. This collection features new and previously unpublished material by JC Beall, Mark Colyvan, Michael Devitt,
John Heil, Frank Jackson, Fred Kroon, D. H. Mellor, Luca Moretti, Alan Musgrave, Robert Nola, J. J. C. Smart, Paul Snowdon, and
Daniel Stoljar.
Best ExplanationsNew Essays on Inference to the Best ExplanationOxford University Press
Inference to the Best Explanation is an unrivalled exposition of a theory of particular interest to students both of epistemology and
the philosophy of science.
The anthology 'Meaning and Analysis' addresses the key topics of H. Paul Grice's philosophy of language, such as rationality, nonnatural meaning, communicative actions, conversational implicatures, the semantics-pragmatics distinction and recent debates
concerning minimalist versus contextualist semantics.
Idealism is a family of metaphysical views each of which gives priority to the mental. The best-known forms of idealism in Western
philosophy are Berkeleyan idealism, which gives ontological priority to the mental (minds and ideas) over the physical (bodies),
and Kantian idealism, which gives a kind of explanatory priority to the mental (the structure of the understanding) over the physical
(the structure of the empirical world). Although idealism was once a dominant view in Western philosophy, it has suffered almost
total neglect over the last several decades. This book rectifies this situation by bringing together seventeen essays by leading
philosophers on the topic of metaphysical idealism. The various essays explain, attack, or defend a variety of idealistic theories,
including not only Berkeleyan and Kantian idealisms but also those developed in traditions less familiar to analytic philosophers,
including Buddhism and Hassidic Judaism. Although a number of the articles draw on historical sources, all will be of interest to
philosophers working in contemporary metaphysics. This volume aims to spark a revival of serious philosophical interest in
metaphysical idealism.
Publisher Description
Inferentialism is a philosophical approach premised on the claim that an item of language (or thought) acquires meaning (or
content) in virtue of being embedded in an intricate set of social practices normatively governed by inferential rules. Inferentialism
found its paradigmatic formulation in Robert Brandom’s landmark book Making it Explicit, and over the last two decades it has
established itself as one of the leading research programs in the philosophy of language and the philosophy of logic. While
Brandom’s version of inferentialism has received wide attention in the philosophical literature, thinkers friendly to inferentialism
have proposed and developed new lines of inquiry that merit wider recognition and critical appraisal. From Rules to Meaning
brings together new essays that systematically develop, compare, assess and critically react to some of the most pertinent recent
trends in inferentialism. The book’s four thematic sections seek to apply inferentialism to a number of core issues, including the
nature of meaning and content, reconstructing semantics, rule-oriented models and explanations of social practices and
inferentialism’s historical influence and dialogue with other philosophical traditions. With contributions from a number of
distinguished philosophers—including Robert Brandom and Jaroslav Peregrin—this volume is a major contribution to the
philosophical literature on the foundations of logic and language.
Peter Kivy presents a selection of his new and recent writings on the philosophy of music--an area to which he has been one of
the most eminent contributors. In his distinctively elegant and informal style, Kivy explores such topics as musicology and its
history, the nature of musical works, and the role of emotion in music, and does so in a way that will attract the interest of
philosophical and musical readers alike. Most works are published here for the first time, each one unique and accessible, making
this collection a delight both to followers of Kivy's work and to first-time readers.
What can the study of the history of ancient philosophy bring to the study of contemporary philosophical problems and questions?
In New Essays on Plato and Aristotle eight distinguished philosophers address topics in Greek philosophy that are connected with
current philosophical issues. All the essays are original and include Gilbert Ryle on Dialectic in the Academy and R. M. Hare on
Plato’s indictment of mathematicians.
NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER • From one of our most iconic and influential writers, the award-winning author of The Year of
Magical Thinking: a timeless collection of mostly early pieces that reveal what would become Joan Didion's subjects, including the
press, politics, California robber barons, women, and her own self-doubt. These twelve pieces from 1968 to 2000, never before
gathered together, offer an illuminating glimpse into the mind and process of a legendary figure. They showcase Joan Didion's
incisive reporting, her empathetic gaze, and her role as "an articulate witness to the most stubborn and intractable truths of our
time" (The New York Times Book Review). Here, Didion touches on topics ranging from newspapers ("the problem is not so much
whether one trusts the news as to whether one finds it"), to the fantasy of San Simeon, to not getting into Stanford. In "Why I
Write," Didion ponders the act of writing: "I write entirely to find out what I'm thinking, what I'm looking at, what I see and what it
means." From her admiration for Hemingway's sentences to her acknowledgment that Martha Stewart's story is one "that has
historically encouraged women in this country, even as it has threatened men," these essays are acutely and brilliantly observed.
Each piece is classic Didion: incisive, bemused, and stunningly prescient.
Explanatory reasoning is ubiquitous. Not only are rigorous inferences to the best explanation used pervasively in the sciences, this
kind of reasoning is common in everyday life. Despite its widespread use, inference to the best explanation is still in need of
precise formulation, and itremains controversial. On the one hand, supporters of explanationism take inference to the best
explanation to be a justifying form of inference; some even take all justification to be a matter of explanatory reasoning. On the
other hand, critics object that inference to the best explanation is nota fundamental form of inference, and some argue that we
should be skeptical of inference to the best explanation in general. This volume brings together twenty philosophers to explore
various aspects of inference to the best explanation and the debates surrounding it. These specially commissionedessays
constitute the cutting edge of research on the role explanatory considerations play in epistemology and philosophy of science.
These provocative essays by leading philosophers of science exemplify and illuminate the contemporary uncertainty and
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excitement in the field. The papers are rich in new perspectives, and their far-reaching criticisms challenge arguments long
prevalent in classic philosophical problems of induction, empiricism, and realism. By turns empirical or analytic, historical or
programmatic, confessional or argumentative, the authors' arguments both describe and demonstrate the fact that philosophy of
science is in a ferment more intense than at any time since the heyday of logical positivism early in the twentieth century.
Contents: “Thoroughly Modern Meno,” Clark Glymour and Kevin Kelly “The Concept of Induction in the Light of the Interrogative
Approach to Inquiry,” Jaakko Hintikka “Aristotelian Natures and Modern Experimental Method,” Nancy Cartwright “Genetic
Inference: A Reconsideration of “David Hume's Empiricism,” Barbara D. Massey and Gerald J. Massey “Philosophy and the
Exact Sciences: Logical Positivism as a Case Study,” Michael Friedman “Language and Interpretation: Philosophical Reflections
and Empirical Inquiry,” Noam Chomsky “Constructivism, Realism, and Philosophical Method,” Richard Boyd “Do We Need a
Hierarchical Model of Science?” Diderik Batens “Theories of Theories: A View from Cognitive Science,” Richard E. Grandy
“Procedural Syntax for Theory Elements,” Joseph D. Sneed “Why Functionalism Didn't Work,” Hilary Putnam “Physicalism,”
Hartry Field This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California Press’s mission
to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices
Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again using print-on-demand technology. This title was
originally published in 1992.
Metasemantics presents new work on the philosophical foundations of linguistic semantics. Experts in the philosophy of language,
metaphysics, and the theory of content provide new perspectives on old problems about linguistic meaning, pose questions that
suggest novel research projects, and sharpen our understanding of linguistic representation.
One of Book Riot's “The Best Books We Read in October 2018” “To say this collection is transgressive, provocative, and brilliant
is simply to tell you the truth.” —Roxane Gay, author of Hunger and Bad Feminist Smart, humorous, and strikingly original essays
by one of “America’s most bracing thinkers on race, gender, and capitalism of our time” (Rebecca Traister) In these eight piercing
explorations on beauty, media, money, and more, Tressie McMillan Cottom—award-winning professor and acclaimed author of
Lower Ed—embraces her venerated role as a purveyor of wit, wisdom, and Black Twitter snark about all that is right and much that
is wrong with this thing we call society. Ideas and identity fuse effortlessly in this vibrant collection that on bookshelves is just as at
home alongside Rebecca Solnit and bell hooks as it is beside Jeff Chang and Janet Mock. It also fills an important void on those
very shelves: a modern black American feminist voice waxing poetic on self and society, serving up a healthy portion of clever
prose and southern aphorisms as she covers everything from Saturday Night Live, LinkedIn, and BBQ Becky to sexual violence,
infant mortality, and Trump rallies. Thick speaks fearlessly to a range of topics and is far more genre-bending than a typical
compendium of personal essays. An intrepid intellectual force hailed by the likes of Trevor Noah, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, and
Oprah, Tressie McMillan Cottom is “among America’s most bracing thinkers on race, gender, and capitalism of our time”
(Rebecca Traister). This stunning debut collection—in all its intersectional glory—mines for meaning in places many of us miss, and
reveals precisely how the political, the social, and the personal are almost always one and the same.
Over the past decade, there has been a growing interest among analytic philosophers in the topic of life's meaning. What is
striking about this surge of work is that nearly all of it is by naturalists theorizing from non-theistic starting points. This book
answers the need for a theistic philosophical perspective on the meaning of life. Bringing together some of the leading thinkers in
analytic philosophy of religion and theology, God and Meaning touches on important issues in metaphysics, epistemology, ethics,
philosophy of religion, and biblical theology that intersect with life's meaning. In particular: What does the question ?What is the
meaning of life?? mean? How can we know if life has meaning and what that meaning is? Might God enhance life's
meaningfulness in some ways but detract from it in others? Is the most meaningful life one of perfect happiness? What is the
relationship between eternity and life's meaning? How does the Old Testament book of Ecclesiastes illumine the topic? Should we
hope that a kind of transcendent meaning exists? Presenting a state-of-the-art assessment of current philosophical positions on
these and many other questions, God and Meaning is an invaluable resource for all students and scholars of the philosophy of
religion.
Instant #1 bestseller! A deeply moving collection of personal essays from John Green, the author of The Fault in Our Stars and
Turtles All the Way Down. “The perfect book for right now.”—People “The Anthropocene Reviewed is essential to the human
conversation.”—Library Journal (starred review) The Anthropocene is the current geologic age, in which humans have profoundly
reshaped the planet and its biodiversity. In this remarkable symphony of essays adapted and expanded from his groundbreaking
podcast, bestselling author John Green reviews different facets of the human-centered planet on a five-star scale—from the
QWERTY keyboard and sunsets to Canada geese and Penguins of Madagascar. Funny, complex, and rich with detail, the reviews
chart the contradictions of contemporary humanity. As a species, we are both far too powerful and not nearly powerful enough, a
paradox that came into sharp focus as we faced a global pandemic that both separated us and bound us together. John Green’s
gift for storytelling shines throughout this masterful collection. The Anthropocene Reviewed is an open-hearted exploration of the
paths we forge and an unironic celebration of falling in love with the world.
G. E. Moore famously observed that to assert, 'I went to the pictures last Tuesday but I don't believe that I did' would be 'absurd'.
Moore calls it a 'paradox' that this absurdity persists despite the fact that what I say about myself might be true. Over half a century
later, such sayings continue to perplex philosophers and other students of language, logic, and cognition. Ludwig Wittgenstein was
fascinated by Moore's example, and the absurdity of Moore's saying was intensivelydiscussed in the mid-20th century. Yet the
source of the absurdity has remained elusive, and its recalcitrance has led researchers in recent decades to address it with greater
care.In this definitive treatment of the problem of Moorean absurdity Green and Williams survey the history and relevance of the
paradox and leading approaches to resolving it, and present new essays by leading thinkers in the area.ContributorsJonathan
Adler, Bradley Armour-Garb, Jay D. Atlas, Thomas Baldwin, Claudio de Almeida, André Gallois, Robert Gordon, Mitchell Green,
Alan Hájek, Roy Sorensen, John Williams
In The Uses of Argument (1958), Stephen Toulmin proposed a model for the layout of arguments: claim, data, warrant, qualifier,
rebuttal, backing. Since then, Toulmin’s model has been appropriated, adapted and extended by researchers in speech
communications, philosophy and artificial intelligence. This book assembles the best contemporary reflection in these fields,
extending or challenging Toulmin’s ideas in ways that make fresh contributions to the theory of analysing and evaluating
arguments.
Anthropology is a disciplined inquiry into the conditions and potentials of human life. Generations of theorists, however, have
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expunged life from their accounts, treating it as the mere output of patterns, codes, structures or systems variously defined as
genetic or cultural, natural or social. Building on his classic work The Perception of the Environment, Tim Ingold sets out to restore
life to where it should belong, at the heart of anthropological concern. Being Alive ranges over such themes as the vitality of
materials; what it means to make things; the perception and formation of the ground; the mingling of earth and sky in the weatherworld; the experiences of light, sound and feeling; the role of storytelling in the integration of knowledge; and the potential of
drawing to unite observation and description. Our humanity, Ingold argues, does not come ready-made but is continually fashioned
in our movements along ways of life. Starting from the idea of life as a process of wayfaring, Ingold presents a radically new
understanding of movement, knowledge and description as dimensions not just of being in the world, but of being alive to what is
going on there. This edition includes a new preface by the author.
Are there universal properties grounding our sense of resemblance or qualitative identity among a number of distinct things or
events which appear to form a class, a type or a kind of some other sort? Do universals such as humanness, triangularity, or being
an Oak exist? Is being a laptop computer a universal, which has only recently come into existence? Do predicate expressions,
adjectives or abstract nouns refer to objective properties or cognitive contents called concepts? The problem of universals has
been at the centre of ancient, medieval, Western, and Indian metaphysics. After the logico-linguistic turn in philosophy, this
problem re-surfaced in the discourse on the meaning of predicate expressions on the one hand and in the theories of concepts on
the other.
These previously unpublished essays present the newest developments in the thought of philosophers working on action and its
explanation, focusing on a wide range of interlocking issues relating to agency, deliberation, motivation, mental causation,
teleology, interpretive explanation and the ontology of actions and their reasons.
In recent years, the idea of a concept has become increasingly central to different areas of philosophy. This collection of original
essays presents philosophical perspectives on the link between concepts and language, concepts and experience, concepts and
know-how, and concepts and emotion. The essays span a variety of interrelated philosophical domains ranging from
epistemology, philosophy of language, philosophy of mind, philosophy of action, and the philosophy of emotions. Among the
central questions addressed by the contributors are: What are concepts? What is nonconceptual content? Does perceptual
experience have conceptual content? Is conceptual thought language dependent? How do we form new concepts? Does practical
knowledge have propositional content? Is practical understanding conceptual (without being propositional)? Do emotions have a
representational content and if so, is the representational content conceptual? Concepts in Thought, Action, and Emotion
advances current debates about concepts and will interest scholars across a broad range of philosophical disciplines.
In this study two strands of inferentialism are brought together: the philosophical doctrine of Brandom, according to which
meanings are generally inferential roles, and the logical doctrine prioritizing proof-theory over model theory and approaching
meaning in logical, especially proof-theoretical terms.
Reconstructing Marxism explores fundamental questions about the structure of Marxist theory and its prospects for the future. The
authors maintain that the disintegration of the old theoretical unity of classical Marxism is in part responsible for what is commonly
called the "crisis of Marxism." Only a reconstructed Marxism can come to terms with this disintegration. Addressing a range of
problems in historical materialism and class analysis, the authors compare historical materialism with Darwinian evolutionary
theory, and identify what is distinctively "historical" in Marx's theory of history. Through an evaluation of G.A. Cohen's defense and
Anthony Giddens's critique of historical materialism they suggest what a plausible, yet still Marxist. theory of history might be. They
analyze the relationship of microanalysis to macro theory and the assignment of causal primacy in explanations, and present a
general assessment of the current state of Marxist theory and the prospects for its analytical reconstruction. Distinguished by the
clarity of its presentation, the analytical rigour of its argument and its concern with fundamental philosophical and sociological
issues, Reconstructing Marxism advances, at this critical juncture in the history of Marxism, a challenging new research
programme.
Surprisingly, this volume is the first and only anthology to address the worldwide influence of Confucius and the Analects in
English. Here, contributors apply a variety of different methodologies (including philosophical, phililogical, and religious) and
address a number of important topics, from Confucius and Western "virtue ethics" to Confucius' attitude toward women to the
historical composition of the text of the Analects. Scholars will appreciate the rigor of these essays, while students and beginners
will find them accessible and engaging.
An important part of the legal domain has to do with rule-governed conduct, and is expressed by the use of notions such as norm,
obligation, duty and right. These require us to acknowledge the normative dimension of law. Normativity is, accordingly, to be
regarded as a central feature of law lying at the heart of any comprehensive legal-theoretical project. The essays collected in this
book are meant to further our understanding of the normativity of law. More specifically, the book stages a thorough discussion of
legal normativity as approached from three strands of legal thought that are particularly influential and which play a key role in
shaping debates on the normative dimension of law: the theory of planning agency, legal conventionalism and the constitutivist
approach. While the essays presented here do not aspire to give an exhaustive picture of these debates - an aspiration that would
be, by its very nature, unrealistic - they do provide the reader with some authoritative statements of some widely discussed
families of views of legal normativity. In pursuing this objective, these essays also encourage a dialogue between different
traditions of study of legal normativity, stimulating those who would not otherwise look outside their tradition of thought to engage
with new ideas and, ultimately, to arrive at a more comprehensive account of the normativity of law.
Are there universal properties grounding our sense of resemblance or qualitative identity among a number of distinct things or
events which appear to form a class, a type or a kind of some other sort? Do universals such as humanness, triangularity, or being
an oak exist? Is being a laptop computer a universal which has only recently come into existence? Do predicate expressions,
adjectives or abstract nouns refer to objective properties or cognitive contents called concepts? The problem of universals has
been at the centre of ancient, medieval, Western and Indian metaphysics. After the logico-linguistic turn in philosophy, this
problem re-surfaced in the discourse on the meaning of predicate expressions on the one hand and in the theories of concepts on
the other. By introducing newly commissioned essays written by the leading metaphysicians, epistemologists, philosophers of
language and philosophers of mathematics, this anthology evinces current analytic philosophy's healthy re-engagement with this
perennial problem. Issues raised include: Do properties and other abstract entities exist independently of human language and
thought? Can we be in direct perceptual touch with properties or particular qualities? Is a higher order quantification over
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predicated properties intelligible or indispensable? Insights from current Western thought are compared with recent work in
analytic Indian philosophy on such issues. No serious researcher or teacher of contemporary and comparative analytical
metaphysics can afford to ignore the essays of this collection.
Metaphysics asks questions about existence: for example, do numbers really exist? Metametaphysics asksquestions about
metaphysics: for example, do its questions have determinate answers? If so, are these answers deep and important, or are they
merely a matter of how we use words? What is the proper methodology for their resolution? These questions have received a
heightened degree of attention lately with new varieties of ontological deflationism and pluralism challenging the kind of realism
that has become orthodoxy in contemporary analytic metaphysics.This volume concerns the status and ambitions of metaphysics
as a discipline. It brings together many of the central figures in the debate with their most recent work on the semantics,
epistemology, and methodology of metaphysics.
Nominalism, which has its origins in the Middle Ages and continues into the Twenty-First Century, is the doctrine that there are no
universals. This book is unique in bringing together essays on the history of nominalism and essays that present a systematic
discussion of nominalism. It introduces the reader to the distinction between particulars and universals, to the difficulties posed by
this distinction, and to the main motivations for the rejection of universals. It also describes the main varieties of nominalism about
properties and provides tools to understand how they developed in the history of Western Philosophy. All essays are new and are
written by experts on the topic, and they advance the discussion about nominalism to a new level.
This book provides in-depth and wide-ranging analyses of the emergence, and subsequent ubiquity, of algorithms in diverse
realms of social life. The plurality of Algorithmic Cultures emphasizes: 1) algorithms’ increasing importance in the formation of new
epistemic and organizational paradigms; and 2) the multifaceted analyses of algorithms across an increasing number of research
fields. The authors in this volume address the complex interrelations between social groups and algorithms in the construction of
meaning and social interaction. The contributors highlight the performative dimensions of algorithms by exposing the dynamic
processes through which algorithms – themselves the product of a specific approach to the world – frame reality, while at the same
time organizing how people think about society. With contributions from leading experts from Media Studies, Social Studies of
Science and Technology, Cultural and Media Sociology from Canada, France, Germany, UK and the USA, this volume presents
cutting edge empirical and conceptual research that includes case studies on social media platforms, gaming, financial trading and
mobile security infrastructures.
We have in this book a collection of incisive essays on the work of major African novelists on the current literary scene. Each
essay attempts an in-depth critical reading of the work discussed, culminating in unique readings that shed illuminating lights in a
manner not attempted by other critics of African literature. What unifies these interpretations is a critical approach predicated on
the form, structure, technique and style of the works analysed.
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