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Narratology Introduction To The Theory Of Narrative
Narrative is an important element in our daily life and the novel is arguably the most
popular genre of our times. The theory of narrative or narratology, which was developed
in the 1960s, has helped us towards a better understanding of the how and why of
narrative. Narratology and Classics is the first introduction to narratology that deals
specifically with classical narrative: epic, historiography, biography, the ancient novel,
but also the many narratives inserted in drama or lyric. The first part of the volume
sketches the rise of narratology, and defines key narratological terms, illustrated with
examples from both modern novels and Greek and Latin texts. Among the topics
discussed are the identity of the role of narrator and narratees, tales within tales,
metalepsis, temporal devices such as prolepsis and analepsis, retardation and
acceleration, repetition and gaps, focalisation, and the thematic, symbolic, or
characterising functions of space. The second part of the volume offers three close
readings of famous classical texts and shows how the interpretation of these texts can
be enriched by the use of narratology. The aim of this practical guide is to initiate its
readers quickly into a literary theory that has established itself as a powerful new
instrument in the classicist's toolkit. All concepts are clearly defined and illustrated from
Greek and Latin texts, and detailed bibliographies at the end of each chapter point the
way to theoretical studies and to further narratological studies of classical texts.
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Narrative is a powerful element of human culture, storing and sharing the cherished
parts of our personal memories and giving structure to our laws, entertainment, and
history. This text presents a wide-ranging and wholly original approach to
understanding the nature of narrative.
If we were to compile a list of frequently asked questions about narrative theory, we
would put the following two at or near the top: 'what is narrative theory?' and 'how do
different approaches to narrative relate to each other?' This book addresses both
questions and, more significantly, also demonstrates the extent to which the questions
themselves are intertwined.
"For the specialist in the study of narrative structure, this is a solid and very perceptive
exploration of the issues salient to the telling of a story—whatever the medium.
Chatman, whose approach here is at once dualist and structuralist, divides his subject
into the 'what' of the narrative (Story) and the 'way' (Discourse)... Chatman's command
of his material is impressive."—Library Journal
NarratologyIntroduction to the Theory of NarrativeUniversity of Toronto Press
Narrative theory is essential to everything from history to lyric poetry, from novels to the
latest Hollywood blockbuster. Narrative theory explores how stories work and how we
make them work. This Companion is both an introduction and a contribution to the field.
It presents narrative theory as an approach to understanding all kinds of cultural
production: from literary texts to historiography, from film and videogames to

Page 2/20



Download File PDF Narratology Introduction To The Theory Of Narrative

philosophical discourse. It takes the long historical view, outlines essential concepts,
and reflects on the way narrative forms connect with and rework social forms. The
volume analyzes central premises, identifies narrative theory's feminist foundations,
and elaborates its significance to queer theory and issues of race. The specially
commissioned essays are exciting to read, uniting accessibility and rigor, traditional
concerns with a renovated sense of the field as a whole, and analytical clarity with
stylistic dash. Topical and substantial, The Cambridge Companion to Narrative Theory
is an engaging resource on a key contemporary concept.
Providing an up-to-date and accessible overview of the essentials of narrative theory,
Narrative: The Basics guides the reader through the major approaches to the study of
narrative, using contemporary examples from a wide range of narrative forms to answer
key questions including: What is narrative? What are the "universals" of narrative?
What is the relationship between narrative and ideology? Does the reader have a role
in narrative? Has the digital age brought radically new forms of narrative? Each chapter
introduces key theoretical terms, providing thinking points and suggestions for further
study. With an emphasis on applying theory to example studies, it is an ideal
introduction to the current study of narrative.
In this ground breaking work of synthesis, Monika Fludernik combines insights
from literary theory and linguistics to provide a challenging new theory of
narrative. This book is both an historical survey and theoretical study, with the
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author drawing on an enormous range of examples from the earliest oral study to
contemporary experimental fiction. She uses these examples to prove that recent
literature, far from heralding the final collapse of narrative, represents the
epitome of a centuries long developmental process.
The study of narrative—the object of the rapidly growing discipline of
narratology—has been traditionally concerned with the fictional narratives of
literature, such as novels or short stories. But narrative is a transdisciplinary and
transmedial concept whose manifestations encompass both the fictional and the
factual. In this volume, which provides a companion piece to Tobias Klauk and
Tilmann Köppe’s Fiktionalität: Ein interdisziplinäres Handbuch, the use of
narrative to convey true and reliable information is systematically explored across
media, cultures and disciplines, as well as in its narratological, stylistic,
philosophical, and rhetorical dimensions. At a time when the notion of truth has
come under attack, it is imperative to reaffirm the commitment to facts of certain
types of narrative, and to examine critically the foundations of this commitment.
But because it takes a background for a figure to emerge clearly, this book will
also explore nonfactual types of narratives, thereby providing insights into the
nature of narrative fiction that could not be reached from the narrowly literary
perspective of early narratology.
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Narratology has been conceived from its earliest days as a project that
transcends disciplines and media. The essays gathered here address the
question of how narrative migrates, mutates, and creates meaning as it is
expressed across various media. Dividing the inquiry into five areas: face-to-face
narrative, still pictures, moving pictures, music, and digital media, Narrative
across Media investigates how the intrinsic properties of the supporting medium
shape the form of narrative and affect the narrative experience. Unlike other
interdisciplinary approaches to narrative studies, all of which have tended to
concentrate on narrative across language-supported fields, this unique collection
provides a much-needed analysis of how narrative operates when expressed
through visual, gestural, electronic, and musical means. In doing so, the
collection redefines the act of storytelling. Although the fields of media and
narrative studies have been invigorated by a variety of theoretical approaches,
this volume seeks to avoid a dominant theoretical bias by providing instead a
collection of concrete studies that inspire a direct look at texts rather than relying
on a particular theory of interpretation. A contribution to both narrative and media
studies, Narrative across Media is the first attempt to bridge the two disciplines.
An Introduction to Narratology is an accessible, practical guide to narratological
theory and terminology and its application to literature. In this book, Monika
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Fludernik outlines: the key concepts of style, metaphor and metonymy, and the
history of narrative forms narratological approaches to interpretation and the
linguistic aspects of texts, including new cognitive developments in the field how
students can use narratological theory to work with texts, incorporating detailed
practical examples a glossary of useful narrative terms, and suggestions for
further reading. This textbook offers a comprehensive overview of the key
aspects of narratology by a leading practitioner in the field. It demystifies the
subject in a way that is accessible to beginners, but also reflects recent
theoretical developments and narratology’s increasing popularity as a critical
tool.
Since its first publication in English in 1985, Mieke Bal's "Narratology" has
become a classic introduction to the major elements comprising a comprehensive
theory of narrative texts. In this second edition Professor Bal broadens the
spectrum of her theoretical model, updating the chapters on literary narrative and
adding new examples from outside of the field of literary studies. Some specific
additions include discussions on dialogue in narrative, translation as
transformation (including intermedia translation), intertextuality, interdiscursivity,
and the place of the subject in narratology. Two new chapters, one on
visualization and visual narrative with examples from art and film and the other
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an examination of anthropological views of narrative, lead Bal to conclude with a
re-evaluation of narratology in light of its applications outside the realm of the
literary.
We live in an age of narrative: life stories are a crucial ingredient in what makes
us human and, in turn, what kind of human they make us. In recent years,
narrative analysis has grown and is used across many areas of research. Interest
in this rapidly developing approach now requires the firm theoretical underpinning
that would allow researchers to both approach such research in a reliably
structured way, and to interpret the results more effectively. Developing Narrative
Theory looks at the contemporary need to study life narratives, considers the
emergence and salience of life narratives in contemporary culture, and discusses
different forms of narrativity. It shows in detail how life story interviews are
conducted, and demonstrates how the process often begins with relatively
unstructured life story collection but moves to a more collaborative exchange,
where sociological themes and historical patterns are scrutinised and mutually
explored. At the core of this book, the author shows that, far from there being a
singular form of narrative or an infinite range of unique and idiosyncratic
narratives, there are in fact clusters of narrativity and particular types of narrative
style. These can be grouped into four main areas: Focussed Elaborators;
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Scripted Describers; Armchair Elaborators; and Focussed Describers. Drawing
on data from several large-scale studies from countries across the world,
Professor Goodson details how theories of narrativity and life story analysis can
combine to inform learning potential. Timely and innovative, this book will be of
use to all of those employing narrative and life history methods in their research.
It will also be of interest to those working in lifelong learning and with professional
and self development practices.
The last two decades have seen a burst of renewed interest in narrative theory
across many academic disciplines as scholars analyze the power of storytelling
in print and other media. Teaching Narrative Theory provides a comprehensive
resource for instructors who aim to help students identify and understand the
distinctive features of narrativity in a text or discourse and make use of the terms
and concepts of the field. This volume in the Options for Teaching series is
organized to assist teachers at different levels of instruction and in different
disciplinary settings. In twenty-one essays, the contributors discuss narrative
theory's various teaching contexts (e.g., classes on literature, creative writing,
and folklore and ethnography); key concepts and terms (e.g., story and plot, time
and space, voice, perspective); applications beyond printed texts (e.g., film and
digital media); and impact on other areas of theory (e.g., gender and ethnic
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studies). A glossary provides a guide to the challenging technical terminology
characteristic of the field, and the volume as a whole emphasizes the importance
of understanding and implementing technical terms in learning narrative theory.
Since its first publication in English in 1985, Mieke Bal's Narratology has become
a classic introduction to the major elements comprising a comprehensive theory
of narrative texts. In this second edition, Professor Bal broadens the spectrum of
her theoretical model, updating the chapters on literary narrative and adding new
examples from outside the field of literary studies. Some specific additions
include discussions on dialogue in narrative, translation as transformation
(including intermedia translation), intertextuality, interdiscursivity, and the place of
the subject in narratology. Two new chapters, one on visualization and visual
narrative with examples from art and film and the other an examination of
anthropological views of narrative, lead Bal to conclude with a re-evaluation of
narratology in light of its applications outside the realm of the literary.
In Film Narratology, Peter W.J. Verstraten makes film narratives his primary
focus, while noting the unexplored and essentially different narrative effects that
film can produce with mise-en-scène, cinematography, and editing.
Optional-Narrator Theory makes a strong intervention in (or against) narratology,
pushing back against the widespread belief among narrative theorists in general

Page 9/20



Download File PDF Narratology Introduction To The Theory Of Narrative

and theorists of the novel in particular that the presence of a fictional narrator is a
defining feature of fictional narratives.
Genette uses Proust's Remembrance of Things Past as a work to identify and
name the basic constituents and techniques of narrative. Genette illustrates the
examples by referring to other literary works. His systemic theory of narrative
deals with the structure of fiction, including fictional devices that go unnoticed and
whose implications fulfill the Western narrative tradition.
This text provides an excellent introduction and overview of Narratology, a rapidly
growing field in the humanities. Literary narratologists have provided many key
concepts and analytical tools which are widely used in the interdisciplinary
analysis of such narrative features as plot, point of view, speech presentation,
ideological perspective and interpretation. The introduction explains the central
concepts of narratology, their historical development, and draws together
contemporary trends from many different disciplines into common focus. It offers
a compendium of the development of narratology from classical poetics to the
present. The essays are all prefaced by individual forewords helping the reader
to place each individual selection in context. Recent developments are assessed
across disciplines, highlighting the mutual influences of narratology and
deconstruction, psychoanalysis, feminism, film and media studies.
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The Narrative Reader provides a comprehensive survey of theories of narrative
from Plato to Post-Structuralism. The selection of texts is bold and broad,
demonstrating the extent to which narrative permeates the entire field of literature
and culture. It shows the ways in which narrative crosses disciplines, continents
and theoretical perspectives and will fascinate students and researchers alike,
providing a long overdue point of entry to the complex field of narrative theory.
Canonical texts are combined with those which are difficult to obtain elsewhere,
and there are new translations and introductory material. The texts cover crucial
issues including: * formalism * responses to narratology * psychoanalysis *
phenomenology * deconstruction * structuralism * narrative and sexual difference
* race * history The final section is designed to guide the student reader through
the texts, and includes a helpful chronology of narrative theory, a glossary of
narrative terms, and a checklist of narrative theories.
This concise and highly accessible textbook outlines the principles and
techniques of storytelling. It is intended as a high-school and college-level
introduction to the central concepts of narrative theory – concepts that will aid
students in developing their competence not only in analysing and interpreting
short stories and novels, but also in writing them. This textbook prioritises clarity
over intricacy of theory, equipping its readers with the necessary tools to embark
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on further study of literature, literary theory and creative writing. Building on a
‘semiotic model of narrative,’ it is structured around the key elements of
narratological theory, with chapters on plot, setting, characterisation, and
narration, as well as on language and theme – elements which are
underrepresented in existing textbooks on narrative theory. The chapter on
language constitutes essential reading for those students unfamiliar with rhetoric,
while the chapter on theme draws together significant perspectives from
contemporary critical theory (including feminism and postcolonialism). This
textbook is engaging and easily navigable, with key concepts highlighted and
clearly explained, both in the text and in a full glossary located at the end of the
book. Throughout the textbook the reader is aided by diagrams, images, quotes
from prominent theorists, and instructive examples from classical and popular
short stories and novels (such as Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice, Franz
Kafka’s ‘The Metamorphosis,’ J. K. Rowling’s Harry Potter, or Dostoyevsky’s
The Brothers Karamazov, amongst many others). Prose Fiction: An Introduction
to the Semiotics of Narrative can either be incorporated as the main textbook into
a wider syllabus on narrative theory and creative writing, or it can be used as a
supplementary reference book for readers interested in narrative fiction. The
textbook is a must-read for beginning students of narratology, especially those
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with no or limited prior experience in this area. It is of especial relevance to
English and Humanities major students in Asia, for whom it was conceived and
written.
Balancing key foundational topics with new developments and trends,
Engagements with Narrative offers an accessible introduction to narratology. As
new narrative forms and media emerge, the study of narrative and the ways
people communicate through imagination, empathy, and storytelling is especially
relevant for students of literature today. Janine Utell presents the foundational
texts, key concepts, and big ideas that form narrative theory and practical
criticism, engaging readers in the study of stories by telling the story of a field and
its development. Distinct features designed to initiate dialogue and debate
include: Coverage of philosophical and historical contexts surrounding the study
of narrative An introduction to essential thinkers along with the tools to both use
and interrogate their work A survey of the most up-to-date currents, including
mind theory and postmodern ethics, to stimulate conversations about how we
read fiction, life writing, film, and digital media from a variety of perspectives. A
selection of narrative texts, chosen to demonstrate critical practice and spark
further reading and research "Engagement" sections to encourage students to
engage with narrative theory and practice through interviews with scholars This
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guide teaches the key concepts of narrative—time, space, character, perspective,
setting—while facilitating conversations among different approaches and media,
and opening paths to new inquiry. Engagements with Narrative is ideal for
readers needing an introduction to the field, as well as for those seeking insight
into both its historical developments and new directions.
Narrative Theory offers an introduction to the field's critical and philosophical
approaches towards narrative throughout history.
Narratology in Practice draws on various cultural domains to explain the ways in
which theory illuminates the presence of narrative.
Since its first publication in English in 1985, Mieke Bal's Narratology has become
an international classic and the comprehensive introduction to the theory of
narrative texts, both literary and non-literary. Providing insights into how readers
interpret narrative text, the fourth edition of Narratology is a guide for students
and scholars seeking to analyze narratives of any language, period, and region
with clear, systematic and reliable concepts. With the addition of in-depth
analysis of literary nuances and methods, award-wining cultural theorist Mieke
Bal continues to present narrative concepts with clarity. Bal uses a systematic
framework to better explain how narratives function, are formed, and eventually
interpreted by the reader, while presenting a comprehensive study of the surface
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perception of language, the perceived narrative world, point of view, and
characterization.
History, literature, religion, myth, film, psychology, theory, and daily conversation
all rely heavily on narrative. Cutting across many disciplines, narratology
describes and analyzes the language of narrative with its regularly recurring
patterns, deeply established conventions for transmission, and interpretive
codes, whether in novels, cartoons, or case studies. Indispensable to writers,
critics, and scholars in many fields, A Dictionary of Narratology provides quick
and reliable access to terms and concepts that are defined, illustrated, and cross-
referenced. All entries are keyed to articles or books in which the terms
originated or are exemplified. This revised edition contains additional entries and
updates some existing ones.
Helps readers understand what narrative is, how it is constructed, and how it
changes when the medium changes.
The notion of possible worlds has played a decisive role in postclassical
narratology by awakening interest in the nature of fictionality and in emphasizing
the notion of world as a source of aesthetic experience in narrative texts. As a
theory concerned with the opposition between the actual world that we belong to
and possible worlds created by the imagination, possible worlds theory has made
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significant contributions to narratology. Possible Worlds Theory and
Contemporary Narratology updates the field of possible worlds theory and
postclassical narratology by developing this theoretical framework further and
applying it to a range of contemporary literary narratives. This volume
systematically outlines the theoretical underpinnings of the possible worlds
approach, provides updated methods for analyzing fictional narrative, and profiles
those methods via the analysis of a range of different texts, including
contemporary fiction, digital fiction, video games, graphic novels, historical
narratives, and dramatic texts. Through the variety of its contributions, including
those by three originators of the subject area--Lubomír Doležel, Thomas Pavel,
and Marie-Laure Ryan--Possible Worlds Theory and Contemporary Narratology
demonstrates the vitality and versatility of one of the most vibrant strands of
contemporary narrative theory.
This book is a standard work for modern narrative theory. It provides a
terminological and theoretical system of reference for future research. The author
explains and discusses in detail problems of communication structure and
entities of a narrative work, point of view, the relationship between narrator’s text
and character’s text, narrativity and eventfulness, and narrative transformations
of happenings. The book outlines a theory of narration and analyses central
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narratological categories such as fiction, mimesis, author, reader, narrator etc. A
detailed bibliography and glossary of narratological terms make this book a
compendium of narrative theory which is of relevance for scholars and students
of all literary disciplines.
The book is concerned with narrative in digital media that changes according to
user input—Interactive Digital Narrative (IDN). It provides a broad overview of
current issues and future directions in this multi-disciplinary field that includes
humanities-based and computational perspectives. It assembles the voices of
leading researchers and practitioners like Janet Murray, Marie-Laure Ryan, Scott
Rettberg and Martin Rieser. In three sections, it covers history, theoretical
perspectives and varieties of practice including narrative game design, with a
special focus on changes in the power relationship between audience and author
enabled by interactivity. After discussing the historical development of diverse
forms, the book presents theoretical standpoints including a semiotic perspective,
a proposal for a specific theoretical framework and an inquiry into the role of
artificial intelligence. Finally, it analyses varieties of current practice from digital
poetry to location-based applications, artistic experiments and expanded
remakes of older narrative game titles.
This volume explores the extraordinary contribution that classical poetics has
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made to twentieth and twenty-first century theories of narrative, aiming not to
argue that modern narratologies simply present 'old wine in new wineskins', but
rather to identify the diachronic affinities shared between ancient and modern
stories about storytelling. By recognizing that modern narratologists bring a
particular expertise to bear upon ancient literary theory, and by interrogating
ancient and modern narratologies through the mutually imbricating dynamics of
their reception, it seeks to arrive at a better understanding of both. Each chapter
selects a key moment in the history of narratology on which to focus, providing an
overview of significant phases before offering detailed analyses of core theories
and texts, from the Russian formalists and Chicago school neo-Aristotelians,
through the prestructuralists, structuralists, and poststructuralists, up to the latest
unnatural and antimimetic narratologists. The reception history that thus unfolds
offers some remarkable plot twists and yields valuable insights into the
interpretation of some notoriously difficult ancient works. Plato in the Republic is
unmasked as an unreliable narrator and theorist, while Aristotle's On Poets
reveals a rare glimpse of the philosopher putting narrative theory into practice in
the role of storyteller. Horace's Ars Poetica and the works of ancient scholia by
critics and commentators evince a rhetorically conceived poetics and
sophisticated reader-response-based narratology which indicate a keen interest
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in audience affect and cognition - anticipating the cognitive turn in narratology's
most recent postclassical phase.
Índice abreviado: 1. Text: words and other signs 2. Story: aspects 3. Fabula:
elements. Afterword: theses on the use of narratology for cultural analysis.
The past several decades have seen an explosion of interest in narrative, with
this multifaceted object of inquiry becoming a central concern in a wide range of
disciplinary fields and research contexts. As accounts of what happened to
particular people in particular circumstances and with specific consequences,
stories have come to be viewed as a basic human strategy for coming to terms
with time, process, and change. However, the very predominance of narrative as
a focus of interest across multiple disciplines makes it imperative for scholars,
teachers, and students to have access to a comprehensive reference resource.
Recent developments in cognitive narrative theory have called attention to
readers' active participation in making sense of narrative. However, while most
psychologically inspired models address interpreters' subpersonal (i.e.,
unconscious) responses, the experiential level of their engagement with narrative
remains relatively undertheorized. Building on theories of experience and
embodiment within today's "second-generation" cognitive science, and opening a
dialogue with so-called "enactivist" philosophy, this book sets out to explore how

Page 19/20



Download File PDF Narratology Introduction To The Theory Of Narrative

narrative experiences arise from the interaction between textual cues and
readers' past experiences. Caracciolo's study offers a phenomenologically
inspired account of narrative, spanning a wide gamut of responses such as the
embodied dynamic of imagining a fictional world, empathetic perspective-taking
in relating to characters, and "higher-order" evaluations and interpretations. Only
by placing a premium on how such modes of engagement are intertwined in
experience, Caracciolo argues, can we do justice to narrative's psychological and
existential impact on our lives. These insights are illustrated through close
readings of literary texts ranging from Émile Zola's Germinal to José Saramago's
Blindness.
The categories of classical narratology have been successfully applied to ancient
texts in the last two decades, but in the meantime narratological theory has
moved on. In accordance with these developments, Narratology and
Interpretation draws out the subtler possibilities of narratological analysis for the
interpretation of ancient texts. The articles make a contribution to the theory of
narrative as well as to our understanding of ancient literature including epic, lyric,
tragedy and historiography.
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