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Narcopolis
Canada’s most celebrated and acclaimed actor lets loose in a magnificent memoir that will
delight and enchant readers across the country. A rollicking, rich self-portrait written by one of
today’s greatest living actors. The story of a “young wastrel, incurably romantic, spoiled
rotten” – his privileged Montreal background, rich in Victorian gentility, included steam yachts,
rare orchid farms, music lessons in Paris and Berlin – “who tore himself away from the ski
slopes to break into the big, bad world of theater not from the streets up but from an Edwardian
living room down.” Plummer writes of his early acting days – on radio and stage with William
Shatner and other fellow Canadians; of the early days of the Stratford Festival in southern
Ontario; of his Broadway debut at twenty-four in The Starcross Story, starring Eva Le Gallienne
(“It opened and closed in one night, but what a night!”); of joining Peter Hall’s Royal
Shakespeare Company (its other members included Judi Dench, Vanessa Redgrave and Peter
O’Toole); of his first picture, Stage Struck, directed by Sidney Lumet; and of The Sound of
Music, which he affectionately dubbed “S&M.” He writes about his legendary colleagues:
Dame Judith Anderson (“the Tasmanian devil from Down Under”); Sir Tyrone Guthrie; Sir
Laurence Olivier; Elia Kazan (“this chameleon of chameleons might change into you, wear
your skin, steal your soul”); and “that reprobate” Jason Robards, among many others. A
revelation of the wild and exuberant ride that is the actor’s – at least this actor’s – life.
This is a brilliant and revelatory first novel by a woman who is both an Arab and an American,
who speaks with both voices and understands both worlds. Through the narratives of four
cousins at the brink of maturity, Laila Halaby immerses her readers in the lives, friendships,
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and loves of girls struggling with national, ethnic, and sexual identities. Mawal is the stable
one, living steeped in the security of Palestinian traditions in the West Bank. Hala is torn
between two worlds-in love in Jordan, drawn back to the world she has come to love in
Arizona. Khadija is terrified by the sexual freedom of her American friends, but scarred, both
literally and figuratively, by her father's abusive behavior. Soraya is lost in trying to forge an
acceptable life in a foreign yet familiar land, in love with her own uncle, and unable to navigate
the fast culture of California youth. Interweaving their stories, allowing us to see each cousin
from multiple points of view, Halaby creates a compelling and entirely original story, a window
into the rich and complicated Arab world.
When obsessive book-lover (ahem, book snob) Amruta – Ruta – Adarkar arrives in Delhi to
work as a marketing executive for Parker-Hailey's Publishing, she learns that the world of
books is not as cozy as she’d imagined. Her eccentric taskmaster of a boss expects marketing
miracles to happen on shoestring budgets and in record time, and surviving the job (and the
city) means she’ll have to master the local art of jugaad really fast. Worst of all, she’s stuck
being a publicist for Jishnu Guha, protein-shake lover, serial selfie-taker, and bestselling author
of seven cheesy romance novels, the kind she wouldn’t be caught dead reading. As Ruta
struggles between work and life in a new city, she finds, much to her annoyance, that she
needs Jishnu’s help more than she cares to admit. But with her own parents getting a divorce,
can Ruta dare to fall in love, especially with someone who’s so impossibly different?
In the near distant future, genius scientist Ben creates the ultimate drugthat unlocks the key to
his past. Using his invention to go back in time, Benattempts to uncover the truth behind his
father's disappearance two decades ago.With little to go on and a handful of time bending
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drugs, a trip into the pastunveils dark secrets and dangerous dealings. A manhunt ensues, as
the mostpowerful drug lord of his time will do whatever it takes to get high on Ben'ssupply.
Time is running out, and even worse, so is Ben's stash! All four issuesof the critically acclaimed
series are collected for the first time as well as16 pages of behind-the-scenes extras including
concept art, creator commentary,interviews, and a brand new pin-up.
A highly charged fiction debut about a young woman in India, and the love that both shatters
and transforms her She is twenty, restless in New Delhi. Her mother has died; her father has
left for Singapore. He is a few years older, just back to India from New York. When they meet
in a café one afternoon, she—lonely, hungry for experience, yearning to break free of
tradition—casts aside her fears and throws herself headlong into a love affair, one that takes her
where she has never been before. Told in a voice at once gritty and lyrical, mournful and frank,
A Bad Character marks the arrival of an astonishingly gifted new writer. It is an unforgettable
hymn to a dangerous, exhilarating city, and a portrait of desire and its consequences as
timeless as it is universal.
A native of Bombay, Suketu Mehta gives us an insider’s view of this stunning metropolis. He
approaches the city from unexpected angles, taking us into the criminal underworld of rival
Muslim and Hindu gangs, following the life of a bar dancer raised amid poverty and abuse,
opening the door into the inner sanctums of Bollywood, and delving into the stories of the
countless villagers who come in search of a better life and end up living on the sidewalks. As
each individual story unfolds, Mehta also recounts his own efforts to make a home in Bombay
after more than twenty years abroad. Candid, impassioned, funny, and heartrending, Maximum
City is a revelation of an ancient and ever-changing world.
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The Book of Chocolate Saints follows the unforgettable character Francis Newton Xavier and
his journey towards salvation - or damnation - or perhaps both. In the swooning, hypnotic
prose for which his Man Booker Prize-shortlisted novel was acclaimed, Jeet Thayil paints a
hallucinatory portrait of an ambiguous soul: a self-destructive figure living a wild existence of
excess in pursuit of his uncompromising aesthetic vision, a charismatic contrarian, and a
tortured artist battling with his conflicting instincts. His paintings and poems embodying the
decadent jeu d'esprit of his heroes like Baudelaire forged his reputation, which is celebrated at
a show in Delhi. Approaching middle-age, Xavier leaves Manhattan following 9/11, and his
journey home to India becomes a voyage into his past. From his formative years with an
infamous school of Bombay poets - documented by his biographer, Diswas - to an uncertain
future, Xavier's story shows how the artist's life itself can become the final monument. The
Book of Chocolate Saints explores our deepest urges in a novel that is sexy, dangerous, and
entirely uncompromising. It is intoxicating, blazingly intelligent literary fiction - a strange,
beautiful hymn to the artistic life lived fearlessly - that consolidates Thayil's reputation as one of
the most exciting writers of his generation.
A Penguin Classic Published here for the first time in English in a brilliant translation by the
peerless Gregory Rabassa, The Discovery of America by the Turks is a whimsical Brazilian
take on The Taming of the Shrew that will remind readers why Jorge Amado is to PortugueseAmerican literature what Jorge Luis Borges is to Spanish-American literature. It follows the
adventures of two Arab immigrants—“Turks,” as Brazilians call them—who arrive in the rough
Brazilian frontier in 1903 and become involved in a merchant's farcical attempt to marry off his
shrew of a daughter. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of
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classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics
represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and
disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions
and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date
translations by award-winning translators.
An intensely personal novel about childhood, memory, and history by one of today's most
celebrated authors, now available in the US for the first time. Friend of My Youth begins with
the novelist Amit Chaudhuri returning to Bombay, the city in which he grew up, to give a
reading. Ramu, the friend of his youth, with whom he likes to get together when he comes
back, is not there: after years of disabling drug addiction, Ramu has signed up for an intensive
rehab program. But Amit Chaudhuri has errands to run in Bombay for his mother and wife,
which take him back to the Taj Mahal Hotel, the site, not that long before, of a brutal terrorist
attack. Amit Chaudhuri writes novels the way an extraordinary instrumentalist makes music,
stating and restating his themes, trying them out in different keys and to various effect,
developing and dropping them, only to pick them up again and turn them completely around.
He engages both our minds and our hearts. He makes us marvel. Friend of My Youth, his
deceptively casual and continually observant and inventive new novel, makes us see and feel
the great city of Bombay while bringing us into the quizzical, tender, rueful, and reflective
sensibility of its central character, Amit Chaudhuri, not to be confused, we are told, with the
novelist who wrote this book. Friend of My Youth reflects on the nature of identity, the passage
of time, the experience of friendship, the indignities of youth and middle age, the lives of
parents and children, and, for all the humor that seasons its pages, terror, the terror that can
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strike from nowhere, the terror that is a fact of daily life. Friend of My Youth is fearfully and
wonderfully made.
A Finalist for the Man Asian Literary Prize, a moving and beautifully told story set in a the
tumultuous days after the Partition of India and Pakistan, about a wrestling champion and a
courtesan struggling to hold onto the world they knew amidst the eruptions of history. In a
ruined city after the partition of India and the creation of Pakistan in 1947, Ustad Ramzi is still
famed as a wrestler of unparalleled strength and technique. But now Ramzi’s power—if not his
indomitable will—is on the wane, while his younger brother Tamami, unconcerned with
traditions and hierarchy, hungers for immediate fame and glory at the risk of family honor. The
courtesan Gohar Jan was once celebrated throughout the country for her beauty and the
seductive power of her singing, her salon thronged by nobles, rich men, and infatuated
admirers. But the aging Gohar Jan’s world is changing, too. Ustad Ramzi and Gohar Jan are
both beloved paragons of a world that no longer exists, in a bewildering new reality indifferent
to their art. Shortlisted for The Man Asian Literary Prize, acclaimed Pakistani author Musharraf
Ali Farooqi’s novel is a bracing and elegant story of two extraordinary characters in the twilight
of their lives who stand resolute as the society they've known crumbles around them. Between
Clay and Dust is an arresting account of love, honor, betrayal, and the ways in which we
wrestle with history.
A place of spectacle and ruin, Mumbai exemplifies the cosmopolitan metropolis. It is not just a
big city but also a soaring vision of modern urban life. Millions from India and beyond, of
different ethnicities, languages, and religions, have washed up on its shores, bringing with
them their desires and ambitions. Mumbai Fables explores the mythic inner life of this
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legendary city as seen by its inhabitants, journalists, planners, writers, artists, filmmakers, and
political activists. In this remarkable cultural history of one of the world's most important urban
centers, Gyan Prakash unearths the stories behind its fabulous history, viewing Mumbai
through its turning points and kaleidoscopic ideas, comic book heroes, and famous
scandals--the history behind Mumbai's stories of opportunity and oppression, of fabulous
wealth and grinding poverty, of cosmopolitan desires and nativist energies. Starting from the
catastrophic floods and terrorist attacks of recent years, Prakash reaches back to the sixteenthcentury Portuguese conquest to reveal the stories behind Mumbai's historic journey. Examining
Mumbai's role as a symbol of opportunity and reinvention, he looks at its nineteenth-century
development under British rule and its twentieth-century emergence as a fabled city on the
sea. Different layers of urban experience come to light as he recounts the narratives of the
Nanavati murder trial and the rise and fall of the tabloid Blitz, and Mumbai's transformation
from the red city of trade unions and communists into the saffron city of Hindu nationalist Shiv
Sena. Starry-eyed planners and elite visionaries, cynical leaders and violent politicians of the
street, land sharks and underworld dons jostle with ordinary citizens and poor immigrants as
the city copes with the dashed dreams of postcolonial urban life and lurches into the
seductions of globalization. Shedding light on the city's past and present, Mumbai Fables offers
an unparalleled look at this extraordinary metropolis.
'I read this book in a single addictive sitting. It will stay with me for a long time' Jeet
Thayil'Paralkar has created my favorite kind of story: morbid, magical, and enthralling' Sarah
BlakeAs dusk approaches, a former surgeon goes about closing up his dilapidated clinic in
rural India. His day, like all his days, has been long and hard. His medical supplies arrive late if
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at all, the electrics in the clinic threaten to burn out at any minute, and his overseer, a corrupt
government official, blackmails and extorts him. It is thankless work, but the surgeon has long
given up any hope of reward in this life.That night, as the surgeon completes his paperwork, he
is visited by a family - a teacher, his heavily pregnant wife and their young son. Victims of a
senseless attack, they reveal to the surgeon wounds that they could not possibly have
survived. And so the surgeon finds himself faced with a preposterous task: to mend the
wounds of the dead family before sunrise so that they may return to life. But this is not the only
challenge laid before the surgeon, and as the night unfolds he realises his future is tied more
closely to that of the dead family than he could have imagined. At once dustily realist and
magically unreal, Night Theatre is a powerful fable about the miracles we ask of doctors, and
the fine line they negotiate between life and death.
Shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize Written in poetic and affecting prose, Jeet Thayil's
luminous debut novel charts the evolution of a great and broken metropolis across three
decades. A rich, hallucinatory dream that captures Bombay in all its compelling squalor,
Narcopolis completely subverts and challenges the literary traditions for which the Indian novel
is celebrated. It is a book about drugs, sex, death, perversion, addiction, love, and God and
has more in common in its subject matter with the work of William S. Burroughs or Baudelaire
than with that of the subcontinent's familiar literary lights. Above all, it is a fantastical portrait of
a beautiful and damned generation in a nation about to sell its soul.
Shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize, Narcopolis is a rich and hallucinatory novel set around a
Bombay opium den, as the city transforms itself over three decades. In Old Bombay, they say
you introduce only your worst enemy to opium. But in Rashid's opium room on Shuklaji Street,
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the air is thick with voices and ghosts. A young woman holds a long-stemmed pipe over a
flame, her hair falling across her eyes. Men sprawl and mutter in the gloom. And now there is
an underworld whisper of a new terror: the Pathar Maar, the stone killer, whose victims are the
nameless, invisible poor. In broken Bombay, there are too many to count. Stretching across
three decades, with an interlude in Mao's China, Narcopolis portrays a city in collision with
itself. With a cast of pimps, pushers, poets, gangsters and eunuchs, it is a journey into a
sprawling underworld written in electric and utterly original prose.

Ullis went to the bathroom and carefully unfolded the business card and placed it on the
sink. Then he rolled up a note and snorted the last of his wife's ashes. Following the
death of his wife, Dominic Ullis escapes to Bombay in search of oblivion and a
dangerous new drug, Meow Meow. So begins a glorious weekend of misadventure as
he tours the teeming, kaleidoscopic city from its sleek eyries of high-capital to the pissstained streets, encountering a cast with their own stories to tell, but none of whom Ullis
- his faculties ever distorted - is quite sure he can trust. Heady, heartbroken and
heartfelt, Low is a blazing joyride through the darklands of grief towards obliteration and, perhaps, epiphany. 'Jeet Thayil delights not just in pushing the bounds of
possibility, but in smashing them to smithereens.' John Burnside
Wait now, light me up so we do this right, yes, hold me steady to the lamp, hold it, hold,
good, a slow pull to start with, to draw the smoke low into the lungs, yes, oh my...
Shuklaji Street, in Old Bombay. In Rashid's opium room the air is thick with voices and
ghosts: Hindu, Muslim, Christian. A young woman holds a long-stemmed pipe over a
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flame, her hair falling across her eyes. Men sprawl and mutter in the gloom. Here, they
say you introduce only your worst enemy to opium. There is an underworld whisper of a
new terror: the Pathar Maar, the stone killer, whose victims are the nameless, invisible
poor. In the broken city, there are too many to count. Stretching across three decades,
with an interlude in Mao's China, it portrays a city in collision with itself. With a cast of
pimps, pushers, poets, gangsters and eunuchs, it is a journey into a sprawling
underworld written in electric and utterly original prose.
Aman Sen is smart, young, ambitious and going nowhere. He thinks this is because he
doesn't have the right connections--but then he gets off a plane from London to Delhi
and discovers that he has turned into a communications demigod. Indeed, everyone on
Aman's flight now has extraordinary abilities corresponding to their innermost desires.
Vir, a pilot, can now fly. Uzma, an aspiring Bollywood actress, now possesses infinite
charisma. And then there's Jai, an indestructible one-man army with a good oldfashioned goal -- to rule the world! Aman wants to ensure that their new powers aren't
wasted on costumed crime-fighting, celebrity endorsements, or reality television. He
wants to heal the planet but with each step he takes, he finds helping some means
harming others. Will it all end, as 80 years of superhero fiction suggest, in a
meaningless, explosive slugfest? Turbulence features the 21st-century Indian
subcontinent in all its insane glory--F-16s, Bollywood, radical religious parties, nuclear
plants, cricket, terrorists, luxury resorts, crazy TV shows -- but it is essentially about two
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very human questions. How would you feel if you actually got what you wanted? And
what would you do if you could really change the world?
Covers 55 years of Indian poetry in English. This anthology represents not just the
major poets of the past half-century - the canonical writers who have dominated Indian
poetry and publishing since the 1950s - but also the different kinds of poetry written by
an extraordinary range of younger poets who live in many countries as well as in India.
The narrator in these poems abandons the sectarian histories of 1990's Bombay for the
relative clam of New York, only to find himself a witness to September the 11th, 2001.
The author's poems refract his vibrant, unique experience through the prism of this
tremendous intellect.
"Steeped in the tradition of the Indian epic, yet modern and vastly entertaining." —The
Times (London) In her fiction debut, Alice Albinia weaves a multithreaded epic tale that
encompasses divine saga and familial discord and introduces an unforgettable heroine.
Leela—alluring, taciturn, haunted—is moving from New York back to Delhi. Worldly and
accomplished, she has been in self-imposed exile from India and her family for
decades; twenty-two years earlier, her sister was seduced by the egotistical Vyasa, and
the fallout from their relationship drove Leela away. Now an eminent Sanskrit scholar,
Vyasa is preparing for his son’s marriage. But when Leela arrives for the wedding, she
disrupts the careful choreography of the weekend, with its myriad attendees and their
conflicting desires. Gleefully presiding over the drama is Ganesh—divine, elephantPage 11/19
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headed scribe of the Mahabharata, India’s great epic. The family may think they have
arranged the wedding for their own selfish ends, but according to Ganesh it is he who is
directing events—in a bid to save Leela, his beloved heroine, from Vyasa. As the
weekend progresses, secret online personas, maternal identities, and poetic
authorships are all revealed; boundaries both religious and continental are crossed; and
families are ripped apart and brought back together in this vibrant and brilliant
celebration of family, love, and storytelling.
Futh, a middle-aged, recently separated man heads to Germany for a restorative
walking holiday. During his circular walk along the Rhine, he contemplates the
formative moments of his childhood. At the end of the week, Futh returns to what he
sees as the sanctuary of the Hellhaus hotel, unaware of the events which have been
unfolding there in his absence.

Stripped of his possessions and executed as a result of Mao's Land Reform
Movement in 1948, benevolent landowner Ximen Nao finds himself endlessly
tortured in Hell before he is systematically reborn on Earth as each of the animals
in the Chinese zodiac.
Nem is a student of English literature at Delhi University. He drifts between
classes, weed-hazy parties, and the amorous complexities of campus life, until a
chance encounter with an art historian steers him into a world of pleasure and
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artistic discovery. Nem’s life is irrevocably transformed. One day, without
warning, his mentor disappears. In the years that follow, Nem cocoons himself in
South Delhi, writing for a chic cultural journal. When he is awarded a fellowship to
London, a cryptic note plunges him into a search for the art historian—a search
which turns into a reckoning with his past. Retelling the myth of Poseidon and his
youthful male devotee Pelops, Seahorse transforms a simple coming-of-age
story into an epic drama of loss, love, and healing.
The ultimate maquiladora. Montezuma Strip: First world tech and Third World
wages, sprawling from L.A. to East Elpaso Juarez, Guyamas to Phoenix; a
thousand gangs, a million locos; and a few wealthy beyond the dreams of god.
A novel of searing intelligence and startling originality, Lost in Translation heralds
the debut of a unique new voice on the literary landscape. Nicole Mones creates
an unforgettable story of love and desire, of family ties and human conflict, and of
one woman's struggle to lose herself in a foreign land--only to discover her home,
her heart, herself. At dawn in Beijing, Alice Mannegan pedals a bicycle through
the deserted streets. An American by birth, a translator by profession, she
spends her nights in Beijing's smoke-filled bars, and the Chinese men she so
desires never misunderstand her intentions. All around her rushes the air of
China, the scent of history and change, of a world where she has come to
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escape her father's love and her own pain. It is a world in which, each night as
she slips from her hotel, she hopes to lose herself forever. For Alice, it began
with a phone call from an American archaeologist seeking a translator. And it
ended in an intoxicating journey of the heart--one that would plunge her into a
nation's past, and into some of the most rarely glimpsed regions of China. Hired
by an archaeologist searching for the bones of Peking Man, Alice joins an
expedition that penetrates a vast, uncharted land and brings Professor Lin
Shiyang into her life. As they draw closer to unearthing the secret of Peking Man,
as the group's every move is followed, their every whisper recorded, Alice and
Lin find shelter in each other, slowly putting to rest the ghosts of their pasts. What
happens between them becomes one of the most breathtakingly erotic love
stories in recent fiction. Indeed, Lost in Translation is a novel about
love--between a nation and its past, between a man and a memory, between a
father and a daughter. Its powerful impact confirms the extraordinary gifts of a
master storyteller, Nicole Mones.
A sweeping, lyrical debut about the love and longing between humanity and the
earth itself, by a major new literary talent from India “A marvel of magical
realism.”—O: The Oprah Magazine A spellbinding work of literature, Latitudes of
Longing follows the interconnected lives of characters searching for true intimacy.
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The novel sweeps across India, from an island, to a valley, a city, and a snow
desert, to tell a love story of epic proportions. We follow a scientist who studies
trees and a clairvoyant who speaks to them; a geologist working to end futile
wars over a glacier; octogenarian lovers; a mother struggling to free her
revolutionary son; a yeti who seeks human companionship; a turtle who
transforms first into a boat and then a woman; and the ghost of an evaporated
ocean as restless as the continents. Binding them all together is a vision of life as
vast as the universe itself. A young writer awarded one of the most prestigious
prizes in India for this novel, Shubhangi Swarup is a storyteller of extraordinary
talent and insight. Richly imaginative and wryly perceptive, Latitudes of Longing
offers a soaring view of humanity: our beauty and ugliness, our capacity to harm
and love one another, and our mysterious and sacred relationship with nature.
Longlisted for the DSC Prize for South Asian Literature • Shortlisted for the JCB
Prize for Literature • Longlisted for the International Dublin Literary Award •
Winner of the Sushila Devi Literature Award for the Best Book of Fiction Written
by a Woman • Winner of the Tata Literature Live! First Book Award for Fiction
In his first collection since English (2004), Jeet Thayil offers his most affecting
work to date, a startling meditation on love, grief, and the random dictates of
history. In poems shaped by tenderness and rage, time blurs into a continuous
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present visited by Beethoven and Babur, by unnamed protagonists for whom
religion and addiction are interchangeable, and by a remot god-like figure who
will lick/your wound with his infected tongue. Thayil uses a stunning range of
fixed and invented forms - rhymed syllabics, terza rima, ghazals, sonnets, the
sestina, the canzone, stealth rhy,es - to create a poetry of urgency, intimacy and
passion. these Errors and Correct is a haunting book by one of the most
engaging voices you will read, full of wisdom and regret.
NarcopolisA NovelPenguin
A thrilling, plot-twisting new novel set in Europe during the first world war, from the bestselling
author of Any Human Heart, Restless and Ordinary Thunderstorms.
"A brother is as easily forgotten as an umbrella."—James Joyce, Ulysses Radical and
uncompromising, Umbrella is a tour de force from one of England’s most acclaimed
contemporary writers, and Self’s most ambitious novel to date. Moving between Edwardian
London and a suburban mental hospital in 1971, Umbrella exposes the twentieth century’s
technological searchlight as refracted through the dark glass of a long term mental institution.
While making his first tours of the hospital at which he has just begun working, maverick
psychiatrist Zachary Busner notices that many of the patients exhibit a strange physical tic:
rapid, precise movements that they repeat over and over. One of these patients is Audrey
Dearth, an elderly woman born in the slums of West London in 1890. Audrey’s memories of a
bygone Edwardian London, her lovers, involvement with early feminist and socialist
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movements, and, in particular, her time working in an umbrella shop, alternate with Busner’s
attempts to treat her condition and bring light to her clouded world. Busner’s investigations into
Audrey’s illness lead to discoveries about her family that are shocking and tragic.
'Intimate, ruthless, tender: this book is like medicine for the soul.' —Nina George, author of The
Little Paris Bookshop A beautifully poignant and poetic debut about love, loss, friendship, and
ultimately, starting over. Twenty-something Holly has moved to Brighton to escape her grief.
But now that she's here, sitting on a bench, listening to the rolling waves, how is she supposed
to fill the void her boyfriend left when he died? She had thought she wanted to be on her own.
But after a chance encounter with retired, part-time baker and book-club host, Frank, she is
soon adopted by a new circle of friends, and the tides begin to shift. Beautifully written, Let Me
Be Like Water is a moving and powerful debut about loneliness, friendship, the
extraordinariness hiding in everyday life.
“The apparently fixed constellations of family relationships, the recurrent beauties of nature,
the flaming or flickering patterns of love and lust—all the elements of Kawabata’s fictional world
are combined in an engrossing novel that rises to the incantatory fascination of a N? drama.”
—Saturday Review Few novels have rendered the predicament of old age more beautifully than
The Sound of the Mountain. For in his portrait of an elderly Tokyo businessman, Yasunari
Kawabata charts the gradual, reluctant narrowing of a human life, along with the sudden
upsurges of passion that illuminate its closing. By day Ogata Shingo is troubled by small
failures of memory. At night he hears a distant rumble from the nearby mountain, a sound he
associates with death. In between are the relationships that were once the foundation of
Shingo’s life: with his disappointing wife, his philandering son, and his daughter-in-law Kikuko,
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who instills in him both pity and uneasy stirrings of sexual desire. Out of this translucent web of
attachments—and the tiny shifts of loyalty and affection that threaten to sever it
irreparably—Kawabata creates a novel that is at once serenely observed and enormously
affecting. Translated from the Japanese by Edward G. Seidensticker
"S. D. Chrostowska achieves unexpected buoyancy in spite of the intensity of her material.
Permission, certain to be among the most formally adventurous books published this year, will
thrill readers of fearless stylists like Blanchot, Barthes, and Anne Carson. In its obsessive
intricacy, it evokes even earlier forbears: those wonderfully melancholy European humanists,
Thomas Browne and Robert Burton.'Every Library is a haunted cemetery,' writes F. Wren, the
narrator of Permission. This fine and perplexing novel is itself something between a library and
a cemetery, spinning around the hauntings of desire, the confusions of memory, the
ambiguities of solitude and, above all, the mystery of writing." — Teju Cole An unnamed,
unemployed, dream-prone narrator finds himself following Chevauchet, diplomat of Onirica, a
foreign republic of dreams, to resist a prohibition on sleep in near-future America. On a mission
to combat the state-sponsored drugging of citizens with uppers for greater productivity, they
traverse an eerie landscape in an everlasting autumn, able to see inside other people’s
nightmares and dreams. As Comprehensive Illusions – a social media-like entity that hijacks
creativity – overtakes the masses, Chevauchet, the old radical, weakens and disappears,
leaving our narrator to take up Chevauchet's dictum that "daydreaming is directly subversive”
and forge ahead on his own. In slippery, exhilarating and erudite prose, The Eyelid revels in
the camaraderie of free thinking that can only happen on the lam, aiming to rescue a species
that can no longer dream.
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