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In So Great a Light, So Great a Smoke, Louisa A. Burnham takes us inside the world of a little-known heretical group in
the south of France in the early fourteenth century. The Beguins were a small sect of priests and lay people allied to (and
sharing many of the convictions of) the Spiritual Franciscans. They stressed poverty in their pursuit of a Franciscan
evangelical ideal and believed themselves to be living in the Last Days. By the late thirteenth century, the leaders of the
order and the popes themselves had begun to discipline the Spirituals, and by 1317 they had been deemed a heresy.
The Beguins refused to accept this situation and began to evade and confront the inquisitorial machine. Burnham follows
the lives of nine Beguins as they conceal themselves in cities, construct an "underground railroad," solicit clandestine
donations in order to bribe inquisitors, escape from prison, and venerate the burned bones of their martyred fellows as
the relics of saints. Their actions brought the Beguins the apocalypse they had long imagined, as the Church's inquisitors
pursued them along with the Spirituals and began to arrest them and burn them at the stake. Reconstructing this
dramatic history using inquisitorial depositions, notarial records, and the previously unknown Beguin martyrology,
Burnham vividly recreates the world in which the Beguins lived and died for their beliefs.
An enthralling account of day-to-day life in a medieval French village. Using records gathered by the Catholic Church in
its pursuit of heretics, the book recreates the lives of a rich cast of village characters.
This text traces the history of contraception and abortifacients from ancient Egypt to the 17th century, and discusses the
scientific merit of the ancient remedies and why this knowledge about fertility control was gradually lost over the course of
the Middle Ages.
In a brilliant, original rendition, Monsters of the Gévaudan revisits a spellbinding French tale that has captivated
imaginations for over two hundred years, and offers the definitive explanation of the strange events that underlie this
timeless story. In 1764 a peasant girl was killed and partially eaten while tending a flock of sheep. Eventually, over a
hundred victims fell prey to a mysterious creature, or creatures, whose cunning and deadly efficiency terrorized the
region and mesmerized Europe. The fearsome aggressor quickly took on mythic status, and the beast of the Gévaudan
passed into French folklore. What species was this killer, why did it decapitate so many of its victims, and why did it
prefer the flesh of women and children? Why did contemporaries assume that the beast was anything but a wolf, or a
pack of wolves, as authorities eventually claimed, and why is the tale so often ignored in histories of the ancien régime?
Smith finds the answer to these last two questions in an accident of timing. The beast was bound to be perceived as
strange and anomalous because its ravages coincided with the emergence of modernity itself. Expertly situated within
the social, intellectual, cultural, and political currents of French life in the 1760s, Monsters of the Gévaudan will engage a
wide range of readers with both its recasting of the beast narrative and its compelling insights into the allure of the
monstrous in historical memory.
This original study examines different incarnations of the Pyrenees, beginning with the assumptions of 18th-century
geologists, who treated the mountains like a laboratory, and romantic 19th-century tourists and habitués of the spa
resorts, who went in search of the picturesque and the sublime. The book analyses the individual visions of the heroic
Pyrenees which in turn fascinated 19th-century mountaineers and the racing cyclists of the early Tour de France. Martyn
Lyons also investigates the role of the Pyrenees during the Second World War as an escape route from Nazi-occupied
France, when for thousands of refugees these dangerous borderlands became 'the mountains of liberty', and considers
the place of the Pyrenees in recent times right up to the present day. Drawing on travel writing, press reports and
scientific texts in several languages, The Pyrenees in the Modern Era explores both the French and Spanish sides of the
Pyrenees to provide a nuanced historical understanding of the cultural construction of one of Europe's most prominent
border regions. This book will be of great interest to scholars and students of Europe's cultural history in a transnational
context.
Very little has been written on the subject of old age in pre-industrial Europe and even less on old women. The topic of
post-menopausal women in the Middle Ages has not received much attention in historical scholarship. Attitudes Toward
Post-Menopausal Women in the High and Late Middle Ages, 1100-1400, examines didactic and prescriptive sources,
literary sources, and evidence of lived lives in regard to post-menopausal women during the High and Late Middle Ages
in England, France, Germany, the Low Countries, and Italy. It investigates some of the attitudes and perceptions held by
medieval writers concerning post-menopausal women and whether their discourses reflected or diverged from how they
actually lived their lives.
Originally published in Brazil as O Diabo e a Terra de Santa Cruz, this translation from the Portuguese analyzes the
nature of popular religion and the ways it was transferred to the New World in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.
Using richly detailed transcripts from Inquisition trials, Mello e Souza reconstructs how Iberian, indigenous, and African
beliefs fused to create a syncretic and magical religious culture in Brazil. Focusing on sorcery, the author argues that
European traditions of witchcraft combined with practices of Indians and African slaves to form a uniquely Brazilian set of
beliefs that became central to the lives of the people in the colony. Her work shows how the Inquisition reinforced the
view held in Europe (particularly Portugal) that the colony was a purgatory where those who had sinned were exiled, a
place where the Devil had a wide range of opportunities. Her focus on the three centuries of the colonial period, the
multiple regions in Brazil, and the Indian, African, and Portuguese traditions of magic, witchcraft, and healing, make the
book comprehensive in scope. Stuart Schwartz of Yale University says, "It is arguably the best book of this genre about
Latin America...all in all, a wonderful book." Alida Metcalf of Trinity University, San Antonio, says, "This book is a major
contribution to the field of Brazilian history...the first serious study of popular religion in colonial Brazil...Mello e Souza is a
wonderful writer."
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"On Easter Sunday, 1475, the dead body of a two-year-old boy named Simon was found in the cellar of a Jewish family's
house in Trent, Italy. Town magistrates arrested all eighteen Jewish men and one Jewish woman living in Trent on the
charge of ritual murder - the killing of a Christian child in order to use his blood in Jewish religious rites. Under judicial
torture and imprisonment, the men confessed and were condemned to death; their women-folk, who had been kept under
house arrest with their children, denounced the men under torture and eventually converted to Christianity. A papal
hearing in Rome about possible judicial misconduct in Trent made the trial widely known and led to a wave of anti-Jewish
propaganda and other accusations of ritual murder against the Jews." "In this engrossing book, R. Pochia Hsia
reconstructs the events of this tragic persecution, drawing principally on the Yeshiva Manuscript, a detailed trial record
made by authorities in Trent to justify their execution of the Jews and to bolster the case for the canonization of "little
Martyr Simon." Hsia depicts the Jewish victims (whose testimonies contain fragmentary stories of their tragic lives as well
as forced confessions of kidnap, torture, and murder), the prosecuting magistrates, the hostile witnesses, and the few
Christian neighbors who tried in vain to help the Jews. Setting the trial and its documents in the historical context of
medieval blood libel, Hsia vividly portrays how fact and fiction can be blurred, how judicial torture can be couched in icy
orderliness and impersonality, and how religious rites can be interpreted as ceremonies of barbarism."--BOOK
JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
Some years ago, David Freedberg opened a dusty cupboard at Windsor Castle and discovered hundreds of vividly colored, masterfully
precise drawings of all sorts of plants and animals from the Old and New Worlds. Coming upon thousands more drawings like them across
Europe, Freedberg finally traced them all back to a little-known scientific organization from seventeenth-century Italy called the Academy of
Linceans (or Lynxes). Founded by Prince Federico Cesi in 1603, the Linceans took as their task nothing less than the documentation and
classification of all of nature in pictorial form. In this first book-length study of the Linceans to appear in English, Freedberg focuses especially
on their unprecedented use of drawings based on microscopic observation and other new techniques of visualization. Where previous
thinkers had classified objects based mainly on similarities of external appearance, the Linceans instead turned increasingly to sectioning,
dissection, and observation of internal structures. They applied their new research techniques to an incredible variety of subjects, from the
objects in the heavens studied by their most famous (and infamous) member Galileo Galilei—whom they supported at the most critical
moments of his career—to the flora and fauna of Mexico, bees, fossils, and the reproduction of plants and fungi. But by demonstrating the
inadequacy of surface structures for ordering the world, the Linceans unwittingly planted the seeds for the demise of their own favorite
method—visual description-as a mode of scientific classification. Profusely illustrated and engagingly written, Eye of the Lynx uncovers a
crucial episode in the development of visual representation and natural history. And perhaps as important, it offers readers a dazzling array of
early modern drawings, from magnificently depicted birds and flowers to frogs in amber, monstrously misshapen citrus fruits, and more.
"A rollicking narrative history of Jazz Age Monte Carlo, chronicling the city's rise from WWI's ashes to become one of the world's most storied,
infamous playgrounds of the rich, only to be crushed under it's own weight ten years later"--Provided by publisher.
"As a study of late Renaissance naturalists, the science they practised, and the fit between that science and late Renaissance court life, the
book has no rival."—Anthony Grafton, Princeton University
Denmark became a nation amidst the turbulence of the nineteenth century, an era plagued by war, bankruptcy, and territorial loss. Building
the Nation is an insightful study of this formation, emphasizing the crucial role of N.F.S. Grundtvig, the father of modern Denmark.
Persevering through years of humiliation, internal conflict, and occupation, Denmark now boasts one of the world's most stable and
democratic political systems, as well as one of its richest economies. From disaster to success, Building the Nation emphasizes the role of
national icons and social movements in the formation of Denmark. The poet, political philosopher, clergyman, and founding father N.F.S.
Grundtvig is compared to Rousseau and Durkheim in France, to Herder and Fichte in Germany, and to other great thinkers in the United
States and Ireland. During his lifetime, the kingdom of Denmark transformed from monarchy to democracy and moved from agrarianism to a
modern economy - evolutions to which Grundtvig himself contributed. He has become a fundamental and inescapable reference-point for
discussions about nation, democracy, freedom, religion, and education in Denmark and abroad. Situating Grundtvig in both the history of
Denmark and the intellectual history of nineteenth-century Europe, Building the Nation argues for the centrality of his influence in the making
of modern Denmark, as well as the continuing influence of his work.
A fresh examination of the Cathar heresy, using the records of inquisitorial tribunals to bring out new details of life at the time.
Some of the most important questions of the social sciences in the twentieth century have been posed by scholars working at the
intersections of social theory and history viewed on a grand scale. The core essays of this book focus on the careers and contributions of
nine of these scholars: Marc Bloch, Karl Polanyi, S. N. Eisenstadt, Reinhard Bendix, Perry Anderson, E. P. Thompson, Charles Tilly,
Immanuel Wallerstein, and Barrington Moore, Jr. The essays convey a vivid sense of the vision and values each of these major scholars
brings (or bought) to his work and analyze and evaluate the research designs and methods each used in his most important works. The
introduction and conclusion discuss the long-running tradition of historically grounded research in sociology, while the conclusion also
provides a detailed discussion and comparison of three recurrent strategies for bringing historical evidence and theoretical ideas to bear upon
one another. informative, thought-provoking, and unusually practical, the book offers fascinating and relevant reading to sociologists, social
historians, historically oriented political economists, and anthropologists - and, indeed, to anyone who wants to learn more about the ideas
and methods of some of the best-known scholars in the modern social sciences.
Examining Marseille as a significant center for the evolution of architectural and urban modernism.
From the popular YouTube tastemaker Eva Gutowski comes her nationally bestselling lifestyle and advice book on the ups and downs of life,
told in her hilarious, charming, and genuine voice. What’s up guys? It’s me, Eva! You may know me from my YouTube channel,
MyLifeAsEva. If that’s the case, then you might also know that I have a munchkin cat named Paris, a weird obsession with patterned sock
collecting, and the tendency to say “HOLY SCHNITZEL!” at all the wrong moments. Like...embarrassing moments. I’m so lucky to have my
fans—over eight million besties and counting! It has been amazing to meet so many of you since I started making videos. Growing up, books
are what got me through life—a lot of the good times, and the really bad times. And no matter how challenging life got, I promised myself that I
would get through it, in hopes that someday I’d have the chances to help people who need that one piece of great advice at just the right
time. So here’s a book by me, totally for you. I’ll tell you a ton of my secrets, a lot of fail stories, and how I made it through—and how you can,
too! Think of my book like a best friend you can turn to at any time. Xo Eva
The detailed register kept by Jacques Fournier, the bishop of Pamiers and future pope and inquisitor, provides the basis for a study of the
history of and daily life in a fourteenth century village in southern France
Medievalists, historians, and women's studies specialists will welcome this translation of Herbert Grundmann's classic study of religious
movements in the Middle Ages because it provides a much-needed history of medieval religious life--one that lies between the extremes of
doctrinal classification and materialistic analysis--and because it represents the first major effort to underline the importance of women in the
development of the language and practice of religion in the Middle Ages.
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"Exploring the figure of the heretic in Catholic writings of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries as well as the heretic's characterological
counterpart in troubadour lyrics, Arthurian romance, and comic tales, Truth and the Heretic seeks to understand why French and Occitan
literature of the period celebrated the very characters who were so persecuted in society at large. Karen Sullivan proposes that such literature
allowed medieval culture a means by which to express truths about heretics and the epistemological anxieties they aroused." "The first booklength study of the figure of the heretic in medieval French and Occitan literature, Truth and the Heretic will fascinate historians of ideas and
literature as well as scholars of religion, critical theory, and philosophy."-Throughout the Middle Ages and early modern Europe theological uniformity was synonymous with social cohesion in societies that regarded
themselves as bound together at their most fundamental levels by a religion. To maintain a belief in opposition to the orthodoxy was to set
oneself in opposition not merely to church and state but to a whole culture in all of its manifestations. From the eleventh century to the
fifteenth, however, dissenting movements appeared with greater frequency, attracted more followers, acquired philosophical as well as
theological dimensions, and occupied more and more the time and the minds of religious and civil authorities. In the perception of dissent and
in the steps taken to deal with it lies the history of medieval heresy and the force it exerted on religious, social, and political communities long
after the Middle Ages. In this volume, Edward Peters makes available the most compact and wide-ranging collection of source materials in
translation on medieval orthodoxy and heterodoxy in social context.
This volume presents an extensive collection of Medieval sources for the history of the popular heresies in Western Europe.
This book discusses the development of marriage and household systems in Western Europe.
Fifty Key Thinkers on History is an essential guide to the most influential historians, theorists and philosophers of history. The entries offer
comprehensive coverage of the long history of historiography ranging from ancient China, Greece and Rome, through the Middle Ages to the
contemporary world. This third edition has been updated throughout and features new entries on Machiavelli, Ranajit Guha, William McNeil
and Niall Ferguson. Other thinkers who are introduced include: Herodotus Bede Ibn Khaldun E. H. Carr Fernand Braudel Eric Hobsbawm
Michel Foucault Edward Gibbon Each clear and concise essay offers a brief biographical introduction; a summary and discussion of each
thinker’s approach to history and how others have engaged with it; a list of their major works and a list of resources for further study.
Andrea Dworkin, once called “Feminism's Malcolm X,” has been worshipped, reviled, criticized, and analyzed-but never ignored. The power
of her writing, the passion of her ideals, and the ferocity of her intellect have spurred the arguments and activism of two generations of
feminists. Now the book that she's best known for-in which she provoked the argument that ultimately split apart the feminist movement-is
being reissued for the young women and men of the twenty-first century. Intercourse enraged as many readers as it inspired when it was first
published in 1987. In it, Dworkin argues that in a male supremacist society, sex between men and women constitutes a central part of
women's subordination to men. (This argument was quickly-and falsely-simplified to “all sex is rape” in the public arena, adding fire to
Dworkin's already radical persona.) In her introduction to this twentieth-anniversary edition of Intercourse, Ariel Levy, the author of Female
Chauvinist Pigs, discusses the circumstances of Dworkin's untimely death in the spring of 2005, and the enormous impact of her life and
work. Dworkin's argument, she points out, is the stickiest question of feminism: Can a woman fight the power when he shares her bed?

What is it that medieval historians do? And how - and why - do they do it? What is Medieval History? provides an
accessible, far-ranging and passionate guide to the study of medieval history. The book discusses the creation of the
academic field, the nature of the sources, the intellectual tools used by medievalists, and some key areas of thematic
importance from the fall of the Roman Empire to the Reformation. Students, teachers, researchers and interested general
readers will find the book an invaluable guide. The author explores his field through numerous fascinating case studies,
including a magical plot against a medieval pope, a fourteenth-century insurrection, and the importance of a kiss
exchanged between two tenth-century noblemen. Throughout the book, readers are shown not only what medieval
history is, but the cultural and political contexts in which medieval history has been written. And, above all, What is
Medieval History? demonstrates why the pursuit of medieval history continues to be important to the present and future
world.
Whereas modern societies tend to banish the dead from the world of the living, medieval men and women accorded them
a vital role in the community. The saints counted most prominently as potential intercessors before God, but the ordinary
dead as well were called upon to aid the living, and even to participate in the negotiation of political disputes. In this book,
the distinguished medievalist Patrick J. Geary shows how exploring the complex relations between the living and dead
can broaden our understanding of the political, economic, and cultural history of medieval Europe. Geary has brought
together for this volume twelve of his most influential essays. They address such topics as the development of saints'
cults and of the concept of sacred space; the integration of saints' cults into the lives of ordinary people; patterns of relic
circulation; and the role of the dead in negotiating the claims and counterclaims of various interest groups. Also included
are two case studies of communities that enlisted new patron saints to solve their problems. Throughout, Geary
demonstrates that, by reading actions, artifacts, and rituals on an equal footing with texts, we can better grasp the
otherness of past societies.
Provides an in-depth study of the medieval Cathar community, which, during the thirteenth century, became the focus of
systematic repression by the Catholic Church, were branded as heretics, and suffered successive waves of persecution
and execution, but whose faith led them to defy the Catholic Church and the Inquisition for more than thirty years.
Reprint. 10,000 first printing.
In this book, now published in 10 languages, a preeminent intellectual historian examines the profound changes in ideas
about the nature of history and historiography. Georg G. Iggers traces the basic assumptions upon which historical
research and writing have been based, and describes how the newly emerging social sciences transformed
historiography following World War II. The discipline's greatest challenge may have come in the last two decades, when
postmodern ideas forced a reevaluation of the relationship of historians to their subject and questioned the very
possibility of objective history. Iggers sees the contemporary discipline as a hybrid, moving away from a classical,
macrohistorical approach toward microhistory, cultural history, and the history of everyday life. The new epilogue, by the
author, examines the movement away from postmodernism towards new social science approaches that give greater
attention to cultural factors and to the problems of globalization.
In a lively challenge to mainstream history, Michael Parenti does battle with a number of mass-marketed historical myths.
He shows how history's victors distort and suppress the documentary record in order to perpetuate their power and
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privilege. And he demonstrates how historians are influenced by the professional and class environment in which they
work. Pursuing themes ranging from antiquity to modern times, from the Inquisition and Joan of Arc to the anti-labor bias
of present-day history books, History as Mystery demonstrates how past and present can inform each other and how
history can be a truly exciting and engaging subject. "Michael Parenti, always provocative and eloquent, gives us a lively
as well as valuable critique of orthodoxy posing as ‘history.’"—Howard Zinn, author of A People's History of the United
States "Deserves to become an instant classic." —Bertell Ollman, author of Dialectical Investigations Those who keep
secret the past, and lie about it, condemn us to repeat it. Michael Parenti unveils the history of falsified history, from the
early Christian church to the present: a fascinating, darkly revelatory tale." —Daniel Ellsberg, author of The Pentagon
Papers "Solid if surely controversial stuff."—Kirkus Michael Parenti, PhD Yale, is an internationally known author and
lecturer. He is one of the nation's leadiing progressive political analysts. He is the author of over 275 published articles
and twenty books, including Against Empire, Dirty Truths, and Blackshirts and Reds. His writings are published in popular
periodicals, scholarly journals, and his op-ed pieces have been in leading newspapers such as the New York Times and
the Los Angeles Times. His informative and entertaining books and talks have reached a wide range of audiences in
North America and abroad.
Montaillou, the Promised Land of ErrorVintage
From a wealth of vivid autobiographical writings, Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie reconstructs the extraordinary life of Thomas
Platter and the lives of his sons, bringing to life the customs, perceptions, and character of an age poised at the threshold
of modernity. 26 halftones. 5 maps. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.
The men who launched and shaped black studies This book examines the lives, work, and contributions of two of the
most important figures of the early black history movement, Carter G. Woodson and Lorenzo Johnston Greene. Drawing
on the two men's personal papers as well as the materials of the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History
(ASNLH), Pero Gaglo Dagbovie probes the struggles, sacrifices, and achievements of these black history pioneers. The
book offers the first major examination of Greene's life. Equally important, it also addresses a variety of issues pertaining
to Woodson that other scholars have either overlooked or ignored, including his image in popular and scholarly writings
and memory, the democratic approach of the ASNLH, and the pivotal role of women in the association.
History means many things to many people. But finding an answer to the question 'What is history?' is a task few feel equipped to answer. If
you want to explore this tantalising subject, where do you start? What are the critical skills you need to begin to make sense of the past? The
perfect introduction to this thought-provoking area, Jenkins' clear and concise prose guides readers through the controversies and debates
that surround historical thinking at the present time, providing them with the means to make their own discoveries.
For the third edition, this comprehensive history of the great heretical movements of the Middle Ages has been updated to take account of
recent research in the field.
The Duke of Saint-Simon (1675-1755) was a self-obsessed courtier and chronicler of court life under Louis XIV. Drawing heavily on his
memoirs, historian Ladurie offers a wonderful portrait of life with Louis, focusing on issues of hierarchy and rank in this tightly controlled
universe. Illustrations.
The first single-volume reference work on the history and culture of medieval France, this information-filled Encyclopedia of over 2,400 entries
covers the political, intellectual, literary, and musical history of the country from the early fifth century to the late 15th. The shorter entries offer
succinct summaries of the lives of individuals, events, works, cities, monuments, and other important subjects, followed by essential
bibliographies. Longer essay-length articles provide interpretive comments about significant institutions and important periods or events. The
Encyclopedia is thoroughly cross-referenced and includes a generous selection of illustrations, maps, charts, and genealogies
An exploration of the darkest heart of the man who greeted the explorer David Livingstone with the phrase", Dr. Livingstone, I presume?"
John Bierman, with the help of the newly discovered Stanley letters, leads readers into the interior of both the man and the Africa he tamed.
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