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A blending of art and cultural criticism, travel writing, and personal narrative, Sicilian Odyssey is Francine Prose's imaginative consideration
of the diverse cultural legacies found juxtaposed and entangled on the Mediterranean island of Sicily. She writes of the intensity of Sicily, the
"commitment to the extreme," where the history is more colorful, the sun hotter, the cooking earthier, the violence more horrific, the carnival
more raucous, the politics more Byzantine than other places on Earth, and how much the island can teach us about the triumph of beauty
over violence and life over death. Prose examines architectural sites and objects and looks at the ways in which myth and actuality converge.
Exploring the intact and beautiful Greek amphitheaters at Siracusa and Taormina, the cathedral at Monreale, the Roman mosaics at Piazza
Armerina, and some of the masterpieces of the Baroque scattered throughout the island, Prose focuses her keen insight to imagine them in
their own time, to examine the evolution and decline of the cultures that produced them, and to deconstruct powerful responses each evokes
in her. Illuminated by the author's own photographs, Sicilian Odyssey brings exotic and enigmatic Sicily to life through the prism of its past.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Four friends One sisterhood Ten years later, the story continues On the cusp of turning thirty, Tibby,
Lena, Carmen, and Bridget are now living separate lives, out on their own. Yet despite having jobs and men that they love, each knows that
something is missing: the closeness that once sustained them. Carmen is a successful actress in New York, engaged to be married, but
misses her friends. Lena finds solace in her art, teaching in Rhode Island, but still thinks of Kostos and the road she didn’t take. Bridget lives
with her longtime boyfriend, Eric, in San Francisco, and though a part of her wants to settle down, a bigger part can’t seem to shed her old
restlessness. Then Tibby reaches out to bridge the distance, sending the others plane tickets for a reunion that they all breathlessly await.
And indeed, it will change their lives forever—but in ways that none of them could ever have expected. Look for special features inside. Join
the Circle for author chats and more.
FINANCIAL TIMES BEST BOOKS OF 2017 It is four years since the virus came, killing every adult in its path. Not long after that the
electricity failed. Food and water started running out. Fires raged uncontrolled across the country. Now Anna cares for her brother alone in a
house hidden in the woods, keeping him safe from 'the Outside', scavenging for food amid the packs of wild dogs that roam their ruined,
blackened world. Before their mother died, she told them to love each other and never part. She told them that, when they reach adulthood,
the sickness will claim them too. But she also told them that someone, somewhere, will have a cure. When the time comes, Anna knows, they
must leave their world and find another. By turns luminous and tender, gripping and horrifying, Anna is a haunting parable of love and
loneliness; of the stories we tell to sustain us, and the lengths we will go to in order to stay alive.
A semiautobiographical coming-of-age story, framed by the harrowing 1975 Circeo massacre Edoardo Albinati’s The Catholic School, the
winner of Italy’s most prestigious award, The Strega Prize, is a powerful investigation of the heart and soul of contemporary Italy. Three welloff young men—former students at Rome’s prestigious all-boys Catholic high school San Leone Magno—brutally tortured, raped, and
murdered two young women in 1975. The event, which came to be known as the Circeo massacre, shocked and captivated the country,
exposing the violence and dark underbelly of the upper middle class at a moment when the traditional structures of family and religion were
seen as under threat. It is this environment, the halls of San Leone Magno in the late 1960s and the 1970s, that Edoardo Albinati takes as his
subject. His experience at the school, reflections on his adolescence, and thoughts on the forces that produced contemporary Italy are
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painstakingly and thoughtfully rendered, producing a remarkable blend of memoir, coming-of-age novel, and true-crime story. Along with
indelible portraits of his teachers and fellow classmates—the charming Arbus, the literature teacher Cosmos, and his only Fascist friend,
Max—Albinati also gives us his nuanced reflections on the legacy of abuse, the Italian bourgeoisie, and the relationship between sex,
violence, and masculinity.
Vincenzo Malinconico is a wildly unsuccessful lawyer who spends most of his time at the office trying to look busy. His wife has left him. His
teenage children worry him to death. And he suffers from a chronic inability to control his sentence structure. When he is asked to fill in as the
public defender for alleged Mafioso Mimmo lo Burzone, Malinconico seizes the opportunity to turn his life around. Without dwelling too long
on what it might mean to be employed by the mob, he rushes to re-learn the Italian criminal code, all the while attempting to resist any further
advances from his employers. Malinconico’s life becomes a comical battle to finish what he has started without falling further into the
clutches of the mafia. I Hadn’t Understood is one of the subtlest and most cunning accounts of the mafia’s influence on everyday life in
recent decades. And it is certainly the most entertaining. Written with a neurotic’s love of detail and wry humor, I Hadn’t Understood is an
engaging story of family, fatherhood, and the perils of navigating the Italian legal system.
Momenti di trascurabile felicitàGiulio Einaudi EditoreMomenti di trascurabile infelicitàMomenti di trascurabile felicitàGiulio Einaudi Editore
The main theme of Giorgio Bassani's novels and short stories, which have earned him wide acclaim outside Italy, has been the advent of antiSemitism in the provincial Italian city of Ferrara during World War II. Earlier he had a successful career as an editor with a major publishing
house, being credited with helping to bring to public notice The Leopard by Tomasi Lampedusa. Bassani edited a literary magazine and was
director of the Italian radio-television network. His first collection of short pieces was A City on the Plain, written under the pseudonym
Giacomo Marchi. His volumes of poems were finally collected and published in 1963. The stories and novels that were to make him famous
abroad began to appear in the 1950s. They include A Prospect of Ferrara (1960), and The Gold Rimmed Spectacles (1960). A film version of
The Garden of the Finzi-Continis (1962) by Vittorio De Sica has become a public television classic.
A fun, illustrated guide that takes us around the world, discovering the secrets to happiness. Author Helen Russell (The Year of Living
Danishly) uncovers the fascinating ways that different nations search for happiness in their lives, and what they can teach us about our own
quest for meaning. This charming and diverse assortment of advice, history, and philosophies includes: Sobremesa from Spain
Turangawaewae from New Zealand Azart from Russia Tarab from Syria joie de vivre from Canada and many more.
"In a real dark night of the soul it is always three o’clock in the morning." - F. Scott Fitzgerald A coming-of-age novel—a heady union of Before
Sunrise and Beautiful Ruins—about a father and his teenage son who are forced to spend two sleepless nights exploring the city of Marseilles,
a journey of unexpected adventure and profound discovery that helps them come to truly know each other. Antonio is eighteen years old and
on the cusp of adulthood. His father, a brilliant mathematician, hasn’t played a large part in his life since divorcing Antonio’s mother but
when Antonio is diagnosed with epilepsy, they travel to Marseille to visit a doctor who may hold the hope for an effective treatment. It is there,
in a foreign city, under strained circumstances, that they will get to know each other and connect for the first time. A beautiful, gritty, and
charming port city where French old-world charm meets modern bohemia, father and son stroll the streets sharing strained small talk. But as
the hours pass and day gives way to night, the two find themselves caught in a series of caffeine-imbued adventures involving unexpected
people (and unforeseen trysts) that connect father and son for the first time. As the two discuss poetry, family, sex, math, death, and dreams,
their experience becomes a mesmerizing 48-hour microcosm of a lifetime relationship. Both learn much about illusions and regret, about
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talent and redemption, and, most of all, about love. Elegant, warm, and tender, set against the vivid backdrop of 1980s Marseille and its
beautiful calanques—a series of cliffs and bays on the city’s outskirts—Three O’Clock in the Morning is a bewitching coming-of-age story
imbued with nostalgia and a revelatory exploration of time and fate, youth and adulthood. Translated from the Italian by Howard Curtis
'It is the saddest night, for I am leaving and not coming back.' Jay is leaving his partner and their two sons. As the long night before his
departure unfolds, in an unforgettable, and often pitiless, reflection on their time together he analyses the joys and agonies of trying to make a
life with another person.
The author describes his twenty month ordeal in the Nazi death camp.
From Pulitzer Prize-winning author Paul Zindel comes this touching, humorous, and delightful play that earned wide recognition in its National
Educational Television (NET) Network production. The action is set in the laboratory of the American Biological Association Development for
the Advancement of Brain Analysis, where curious experiments involving various mammals are taking place. Helen, a newly engaged
cleaning lady, is particularly drawn to a dolphin and is shocked when she learns that, having failed to "talk" as hoped for, it is slated for brain
dissection. She makes a desperate attempt to rescue the dolphin from the scientists, incurring first their indignation and then, when the
dolphin does indeed "talk" for Helen, their futile pleas that she change her mind about leaving and stay on to help them in their experiments.
But the gentle Helen has had enough—both of "Custodial Engineering" and of schemes to change man's relationship to the other creatures
with whom the world must be shared. Comedy/Drama One Act 5 women (or can be divided between men and women): 5 total Interior
The illegitimate son of a fortune teller, Ezio Comparoni (1920-52) never knew his father, rarely left his home town, and admitted no one to his
home. His deliberate obscurity was compounded by his use of many pseudonyms, including Silvio d'Arzo, under which he wrote the
remarkable novella and three stories collected in The House of Others. The novella The House of Others is among the rare perfect works of
twentieth century fiction. In a desolate mountain village an old woman visits the parish priest, ostensibly to ask about dissolving a marriage.
Gradually, as she probes for information on "special cases"--cases in which what is obviously wrong can also be irrefutably right--it becomes
clear her true question is whether or not she might take her own life. The question is metaphysical, involving not only the woman's life but the
priest's; and to it he has no answer.
Possono esistere felicità trascurabili? E allora come chiamare quei piaceri intensi e volatili che punteggiano le nostre giornate, accendendone
i minuti come fiammiferi nel buio? Per folgorazioni e racconti, staffilate e storie, Francesco Piccolo compone un suo perfido e irresistibile
catalogo dell'allegria di vivere.

A journey to the Italian cinema that overturns established views and opens up new perspectives and interpretations. Its itinerary is
organized in four stages. The first is an analysis of the theories of Cesare Zavattini on neorealism which overturns widely accepted
positions both on Zavattini and on neorealism. The second confronts a key film of the post-war Italian cinema, Roberto
Rossellini’s Paisà, by examining the nature of its realism. The third is dedicated to Luchino Visconti: to questions of the use of
language exemplified in his La terra trema, the use of settings, costume and light as agents of meaning in his Il Gattopardo and
Vaghe stelle dell’Orsa. The final voyage of the film is to the physical and symbolic construction of heaven and earth in the work of
Pasolini. Particular attention is given to the representation of the body in his last four films: the grotesque and mythical bodies in
popular tradition in his Trilogia di vita and the tortured bodies destroyed by the mass media in Salò.
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In this exuberantly praised book - a collection of seven pieces on subjects ranging from television to tennis, from the Illinois State
Fair to the films of David Lynch, from postmodern literary theory to the supposed fun of traveling aboard a Caribbean luxury
cruiseliner - David Foster Wallace brings to nonfiction the same curiosity, hilarity, and exhilarating verbal facility that has delighted
readers of his fiction, including the bestselling Infinite Jest.
"A family wrecked by patriarchal stranglehold; a daughter who both defends and defies her father; and the deep rottenness of a
society that bends low to power...Make this work biting social commentary as well as edge-of-seat reading...A Rich and readable
cautionary tale for strong-minded readers." -Library Journal, starred review "A mesmerizing exploration of failure, resilience, and
profound, multifaceted loss." -Kirkus "This oblique kaleidoscopic approach allows the mystery to slowly and captivatingly resolve
while offering a layered portrait of contemporary Italian life and the abuses of power that money can excuse." -Publishers Weekly
"Complex, darkly absorbing and mysterious literary fiction [...] Lagioia's prose-in Shugaar's translation-depicts a family living far
from the ease it projects; loyalties and betrayals painted in shades of gray; and a violently alive setting that plays off its
characters." -Booklist "A deeply satisfying read all its own...A Page-turner, sure, but smart, smart, smart." -Words Without Borders
"[I]ntricately planned...Renders moral and political corruption's rampant and universal prevalence." -BOMB magazine "This
sumptuous (prose) (...) quickly wields allegory, social realism, domestic drama, and myth to create a layered and expansive
novel." -Chicago Review of Books "A work of startling energy and structural precision, an ambitious novel whose linguistic
brilliance is frequently at odds with the twists and turns of Michele's quest for the truth." -Financial Times "[Ferocity] ticks all the
boxes of a thriller while also being a masterfully written, baroque, many-faceted depiction of modern Italy." -The Spectator
"Ferocity is a portrait of a family tragedy, but also at its heart explores two competing visions of humanity: one ferocious and
deterministic, the other transcendent and free-willed." -The Guardian "Lagioia writes vividly and conjures up an atmosphere of
menace with great skill." -The Mail on Sunday "Lagioia is one of the most interesting Italian authors alive today." -Michele De Mieri,
Domenica del Sole 24 Ore "Lagioia brilliantly demonstrates the folly of his characters: rather than describing them from the
outside, he constructs his narrative by oscillating unceasingly between past and future, premonition and regret." -Emanuele Trevi,
Corriere della Sera "A story about family, about wealth, about Italians, about a humanity that is obscenely spent and confounded.
A Powerful, supremely well-crafted novel." -Goffredo Fofi, Internazionale "There's something Balzacian about Ferocity (and
something that puts one in mind of Franzen's The Corrections). IT digs beneath current events, inhabiting a zone that is more
opaque and ambiguous than the nightly news." -Paolo di Paolo, TuttoLibri "Nicola Lagioia's latest novel opens with a scene that is
hypnotically, devastatingly beautiful." -Massimo Onofri, Avvenire "This novel reminds one of the Greek tragedies and those
ineluctable questions about the relationship between choice and destiny." -Luca Illetterati, Alias
Third in the Guerrieri series: a legal thriller by an Italian prosecutor. Turow with wry humor.
An ALA Notable Book. A Day of Pleasure is the winner of the 1970 National Book Award for Children's Books.
In a tiny, ancient Italian hill town, where the land gives littleand money and food are scarce, Don Francesco Falcone is a man to be
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reckoned with: rich, powerful, restless, intransigent. When he meets another force of nature, Concetta, a penniless but fiercely
indestructible farmworker, the stage is set for the creation of an exceptional family: generations of strong, complicated boys and,
especially, girls. The battles between them are many as they live through historical upheaval and private passions. Their stories
are told by Gioia, the last of the line, a womanof our times who fights tirelessly against convention. She is the product of a family of
memorable women who know how to survive, and also how to make something fantastical and rich out of their lives: with their
hands they create delicate and complex embroideries, while their minds embroider endless, elaborate stories. In this sweeping,
unforgettable novel, Mariolina Venezia portrays five generations of the Falcone family. Through their complicated, funny, tragic,
and astonishing stories, Venezia also recounts a century and a half of Italy’s tumultuous history. Been Here a Thousand Years is
a testament to the Falcone family, and also to the vibrant, irrational, irresistible country that produced it.
Gifted with a mind that continues to impress the elders in his village, Ichmad Hamid struggles with the knowledge that he can do
nothing to save his friends and family. Living on Occupied land, his entire village operates in constant fear of losing their homes,
jobs and belongings. But more importantly, they fear losing each other. On Ichmad''s twelfth birthday, that fear becomes reality.
With his father imprisoned, his family''s home and possessions confiscated, and his siblings quickly succumbing to hatred in the
face of conflict. Ichmad begins an inspiring journey using his intellect to save his poor and dying family. In doing so he reclaims a
love for others that was lost through a childhood rife with violence, and discovers a new hope for the future.
This “brutal and unflinching” novel of fleeting love in Sin City inspired the film starring Nicholas Cage and Elizabeth Shue (Jay
McInerney, author of Bright Lights, Big City). John O’Brien’s debut novel, Leaving Las Vegas, is an emotionally wrenching story
of a woman who embraces life and a man who rejects it; a powerful tale of hard luck, hard drinking, and a relationship of
tenderness and destruction. An avowed alcoholic, Ben drinks away his family, friends, and, finally, his job. With deliberate resolve,
he burns the remnants of his life and heads for Las Vegas to end it all in the last great binge of his hopeless life. On the Strip, he
picks up Sera, a prostitute, in what might have become another excess in his self-destructive jag. Instead, their chance meeting
becomes a respite on the road to oblivion as they form a bond that is as mysterious as it is immutable.
This book proposes that aesthetics begin not with concepts of being or semblance, but with a concept of appearing. Seel
examines the existential and cultural meaning of aesthetic experience. In doing so, he brings aesthetics and philosophy of art
together again, which in continental as well as analytical thinking have been more and more separated in the recent decades.
Carlos Acosta, the Cuban dancer considered to be one of the world's greatest performers, fearlessly depicts his journey from
adolescent troublemaker to international superstar in his captivating memoir, No Way Home. Carlos was just another kid from the
slums of Havana; the youngest son of a truck driver and a housewife, he ditched school with his friends and dreamed of becoming
Cuba's best soccer player. Exasperated by his son's delinquent behavior, Carlos's father enrolled him in ballet school, subjecting
him to grueling days that started at five thirty in the morning and ended long after sunset. The path from student to star was not an
easy one. Even as he won dance competitions and wowed critics around the world, Carlos was homesick for Cuba, crippled by
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loneliness and self-doubt. As he traveled the world, Carlos struggled to overcome popular stereotypes and misconceptions; to
maintain a relationship with his family; and, most of all, to find a place he could call home. This impassioned memoir is about more
than Carlos's rise to stardom. It is about a young man forced to leave his homeland and loved ones for a life of self-discipline,
displacement, and physical hardship. It is also about how the heart and soul of a country can touch the heart and soul of one of its
citizens. With candor and humor, Carlos vividly depicts daily life in communist Cuba, his feelings about ballet -- an art form he both
lovesand hates -- and his complex relationship with his father. Carlos Acosta makes dance look effortless, but the grace, strength,
and charisma we see onstage have come at a cost. Here, in his own words, is the story of the price he paid.
A collection of cases in which ordinary people describe their encounters with angels, miracles, near-death experiences, and other
mystical episodes
With a wit as sharp as a vodka stinger and a heart as free as her spirit, Auntie Mame burst onto the literary scene in 1955--and
today remains one of the most unforgettable characters in contemporary fiction. Wildly successful when it was first published in
1955, Patrick Dennis’ Auntie Mame sold over two million copies and stayed put on the New York Times bestseller list for 112
weeks. It was made into a play, a Broadway and a Hollywood musical, and a fabulous movie starring Rosalind Russell. Since then,
Mame has taken her rightful place in the pantheon of Great and Important People as the world’s most beloved, madcap,
devastatingly sophisticated, and glamorous aunt. She is impossible to resist, and this hilarious story of an orphaned ten-year-old
boy sent to live with his aunt is as delicious a read in the twenty-first century as it was in the 1950s. Follow the rollicking
adventures of this unflappable flapper as seen through the wide eyes of her young, impressionable nephew and discover anew or
for the first time why Mame has made the world a more wonderful place. "Outrageous, hilarious, ribald, sophisticated, slapsatiric."
The Denver Post
The unnamed narrator of this slim, alluring novel recalls a summer spent at age sixteen on an idyllic Italian island off the coast of
Naples in the 1950s, where he spends his days with Nicola, a local fisherman. The narrator falls in love with Caia, who shares with
him that she’s Jewish, saved by Italian soldiers from the Nazis, who killed the rest of her Yugoslav family. The boy demands
answers about the war from the adults around him, but is rebuffed by everyone but Nicola, who tells him of Italy’s complicity with
the Nazis. His passion for Caia and his ardent patriotism lead him to a flamboyant, cataclysmic act of destruction that brings his
tale to an end.
Thousands of depressed little towns, villages and hamlets dot the vast plain where Cristiano Zena lives with his hard-drinking
father Rino. Unfocused urban sprawl with no centre to look to and nothing to look forward to. Rito Zena and his cronies Danilo and
Qauttro Formaggi are planning a ram raid on an ATM using a converted tractor. The wary, adoring Cristiano sits in on their
meetings, watching their half-baked plans unravel, and thinks about the unattainable Fabiana Ponticelli. He has no idea that
something very, very bad is about to happen. Or that it will change his life forever. Niccolo Ammaniti, author of the loved and
acclaimed I'm Not Scared, brings an extraordinary blend of tenderness, buffoonery and violent tragedy to this gritty, compelling
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novel from Italy's industrial wastelands.
'Perec is serious fun' The Guardian Both an affectionate portrait of mid-century Paris and a daring memoir, Georges Perec's I Remember is
now available in English to UK readers for the first time, with an introduction by David Bellos. In 480 numbered statements, all beginning
identically with 'I remember', Perec records a stream of individual memories of a childhood in post-war France, while posing wider questions
about memory and nostalgia. As playful and puzzling as the best of his novels, I Remember is an ode to life: the ordinary, the extraordinary,
and the sometimes trivial, as seen through the eyes of the irreplaceable Georges Perec.
Larry is an atheist in a family of orthodox Memphis Jews. When his father dies, it is his responsibility as the surviving son to recite the
Kaddish, the Jewish prayer for the dead, every day for eleven months. To the horror and dismay of his mother and sisters, Larry refuses-thus imperiling the fate of his father's soul. To appease them, and in penance for failing to mourn his father correctly, he hires a stranger
through a website called Kaddish.com to recite the daily prayer and shepherd his father's soul safely to rest. -- adapted from jacket
The algae are a diverse group of organisms with forms that range in size from less than a micron in diameter to over ten meters in length.
Small {laquo} 1 JLm diam) unicellular forms dominate the open waters of the oceans and large lakes. Large multicellular forms often form a
large component of the autotrophic biomass of shallow waters at the periphery of lakes and oceans but have also been found on seamounts
in clear open ocean waters at depths up to several hundred meters (Littler and Littler, 1985). Phytoplankton in the sea probably account for
more than 50% of global photosynthesis, although there is considerable uncertainty about this estimate. In addition, many symbiotic
associations between unicellu lar algae and heterotrophic or autotrophic organisms have been identi fied, and algae can be found in a diverse
range of terrestrial environ ments, ranging from polar to desert regions. The most important common biochemical attribute that unites the
algae is their ability to split water, producing molecular oxygen during photosynthesis and concomi tantly assimilating carbon dioxide. This
attribute is shared with the terres trial plants, cyanobacteria and chloroxybacteria. Although vascular plants are excluded from this review, we
employ a broad definition of algae that includes the photosynthetic, oxygenic procaryotes. Measurements of gas exchange are fundamental
to most biochemical, physiological and ecological investigations of the algae.
Incorporating distinct traditions and styles of crime writing, the three novellas in Judges are united by a theme of idealistic judges in an often
futile struggle against crime and corruption. Andrea Camilleri's novella recounts the charming Judge Surra. Leaving his family behind, Surra
arrives in the 19th-century Sicilian town of Montelusa from Turin and is given quirky gifts from the locals, but is oblivious to the veiled threats
accompanying them. Finally forced to contend with a hostile community and an imminent attempt on his life, Surra proves he is relentless in
his quest for justice. Carlo Lucarelli's novella presents a darkly hued Bologna in the 1980s, where judges are frequent targets of
assassination attempts. The protagonist, Judge Valentina Lorenzi--"La Bambina"--stumbles upon an extensive money laundering operation
involving prominent public officials. Determined to nip Valentina's investigations in the bud, the criminals attack the judge and leave her
clinging to life. Ultimately, Valentina is faced with a troubling question: will she break her vow to uphold the letter of the law in order to bring
those responsible to justice? The final novella, The Triple Dream of the Prosecutor, by judge and novelist Giancarlo De Cataldo, teeters
between dream and reality. Prosecutor Mandati is engaged in a life-long feud with the corrupt mayor of Novere, and his efforts finally pay off
on the night before the trial of his life. Kafkaesque, tumultuous, and thoroughly gripping.
Thomas Hardy's 1917 poetry collection features "In a Museum" and "A New Year's Eve in War Time."
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