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Winner of the Samuel Johnson Prize An unprecedented, groundbreaking history of
China's Great Famine that recasts the era of Mao Zedong and the history of the
People's Republic of China. "Between 1958 and 1962, China descended into hell. Mao
Zedong threw his country into a frenzy with the Great Leap Forward, an attempt to
catch up to and overtake Britain in less than 15 years The experiment ended in the
greatest catastrophe the country had ever known, destroying tens of millions of lives."
So opens Frank Dikötter's riveting, magnificently detailed chronicle of an era in Chinese
history much speculated about but never before fully documented because access to
Communist Party archives has long been restricted to all but the most trusted
historians. A new archive law has opened up thousands of central and provincial
documents that "fundamentally change the way one can study the Maoist era." Dikötter
makes clear, as nobody has before, that far from being the program that would lift the
country among the world's superpowers and prove the power of Communism, as Mao
imagined, the Great Leap Forward transformed the country in the other direction. It
became the site not only of "one of the most deadly mass killings of human history,"--at
least 45 million people were worked, starved, or beaten to death--but also of "the
greatest demolition of real estate in human history," as up to one-third of all housing
was turned into rubble). The experiment was a catastrophe for the natural world as well,
as the land was savaged in the maniacal pursuit of steel and other industrial
accomplishments. In a powerful mesghing of exhaustive research in Chinese archives
and narrative drive, Dikötter for the first time links up what happened in the corridors of
power-the vicious backstabbing and bullying tactics that took place among party
leaders-with the everyday experiences of ordinary people, giving voice to the dead and
disenfranchised. His magisterial account recasts the history of the People's Republic of
China.
In an elegant, eminently readable work, one of our most distinguished intellectual
historians gives us a brilliant revisionist history. The Roads to Modernity reclaims the
Enlightenment–an extraordinary time bursting with new ideas about human nature,
politics, society, and religion--from historians who have downgraded its importance and
from scholars who have given preeminence to the Enlightenment in France over
concurrent movements in England and America. Contrasting the Enlightenments in the
three nations, Himmelfarb demonstrates the primacy and wisdom of the British,
exemplified in such thinkers as Adam Smith, David Hume, and Edmund Burke, as well
as the unique and enduring contributions of the American Founders. It is their
Enlightenments, she argues, that created a social ethic–humane, compassionate, and
realistic–that still resonates strongly today, in America perhaps even more than in
Europe. The Roads to Modernity is a remarkable and illuminating contribution to the
history of ideas.
Looking at decolonization in the conditional tense, this volume teases out the complex
and uncertain ends of British and French empire in Africa during the period of ‘late
colonial shift’ after 1945. Rather than view decolonization as an inevitable process, the
contributors together explore the crucial historical moments in which change was
negotiated, compromises were made, and debates were staged. Three core themes
guide the analysis: development, contingency and entanglement. The chapters
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consider the ways in which decolonization was governed and moderated by concerns
about development and profit. A complementary focus on contingency allows deeper
consideration of how colonial powers planned for ‘colonial futures’, and how divergent
voices greeted the end of empire. Thinking about entanglements likewise stresses both
the connections that existed between the British and French empires in Africa, and
those that endured beyond the formal transfer of power. Praise for Britain, France and
the Decolonization of Africa '…this ambitious volume represents a significant step
forward for the field. As is often the case with rich and stimulating work, the volume
gestures towards more themes than I have space to properly address in this review.
These include shifting terrains of temporality, spatial Scales, and state sovereignty,
which together raise important questions about the relationship between decolonization
and globalization. By bringing all of these crucial issues into the same frame,Britain,
France and the Decolonization of Africa is sure to inspire new thought-provoking
research.' - H-France vol. 17, issue 205
David Kynaston's history of post-war Britain has so far taken us from the radically
reforming Labour governments of the late 1940s in Austerity Britain and through the
growing prosperity of Family Britain's more placid 1950s. Now Modernity Britain
1957-62 sees the coming of a new Zeitgeist as Kynaston gets up close to a turbulent
era in which the speed of social change accelerated. The late 1950s to early 1960s was
an action-packed, often dramatic time in which the contours of modern Britain began to
take shape. These were the 'never had it so good' years, when the Carry On film series
got going, and films like Room at the Top and the first soaps like Coronation Street and
Z Cars brought the working class to the centre of the national frame; when CND
galvanised the progressive middle class; when 'youth' emerged as a cultural force;
when the Notting Hill riots made race and immigration an inescapable reality; and when
'meritocracy' became the buzz word of the day. In this period, the traditional norms of
morality were perceived as under serious threat (Lady Chatterley's Lover freely on sale
after the famous case), and traditional working-class culture was changing (wakes
weeks in decline, the end of the maximum wage for footballers). The greatest change,
though, concerned urban redevelopment: city centres were being yanked into the age
of the motor car, slum clearance was intensified, and the skyline became studded with
brutalist high-rise blocks. Some of this transformation was necessary, but too much
would destroy communities and leave a harsh, fateful legacy. This profoundly important
story of the transformation of Britain as it arrived at the brink of a new world is brilliantly
told through diaries, letters newspapers and a rich haul of other sources and published
in one magnificent paperback volume for the first time.
In 1956 the Suez Crisis finally shattered the old myths of the British Empire and paved
the way for the tumultuous changes of the decades to come. In NEVER HAD IT SO
GOOD, Dominic Sandbrook takes a fresh look at the dramatic story of affluence and
decline between 1956 and 1963. Arguing that historians have until now been besotted
by the supposed cultural revolution of the Sixties, Sandbrook re-examines the myths of
this controversial period and paints a more complicated picture of a society caught
between conservatism and change. He explores the growth of a modern consumer
society, the impact of immigration, the invention of modern pop music and the British
retreat from empire. He tells the story of the colourful characters of the period, like
Harold Macmillan, Kingsley Amis and Paul McCartney, and brings to life the experience
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of the first post-imperial generation, from the Notting Hill riots to the first Beatles hits,
from the Profumo scandal to the cult of James Bond. In this strikingly impressive debut,
he combines academic verve and insight with colourful, dramatic writing to produce a
classic, ground-breaking work that will change forever how we think about the Sixties.
"An engrossing and impossibly wide-ranging project . . . In The Free World, every seat
is a good one." —Carlos Lozada, The Washington Post "The Free World sparkles. Fully
original, beautifully written . . . One hopes Menand has a sequel in mind. The bar is set
very high." —David Oshinsky, The New York Times Book Review | Editors' Choice
Named a most anticipated book of April by The New York Times | The Washington Post
| Oprah Daily In his follow-up to the Pulitzer Prize–winning The Metaphysical Club,
Louis Menand offers a new intellectual and cultural history of the postwar years The
Cold War was not just a contest of power. It was also about ideas, in the broadest
sense—economic and political, artistic and personal. In The Free World, the acclaimed
Pulitzer Prize–winning scholar and critic Louis Menand tells the story of American
culture in the pivotal years from the end of World War II to Vietnam and shows how
changing economic, technological, and social forces put their mark on creations of the
mind. How did elitism and an anti-totalitarian skepticism of passion and ideology give
way to a new sensibility defined by freewheeling experimentation and loving the
Beatles? How was the ideal of “freedom” applied to causes that ranged from anticommunism and civil rights to radical acts of self-creation via art and even crime? With
the wit and insight familiar to readers of The Metaphysical Club and his New Yorker
essays, Menand takes us inside Hannah Arendt’s Manhattan, the Paris of Jean-Paul
Sartre and Simone de Beauvoir, Merce Cunningham and John Cage’s residencies at
North Carolina’s Black Mountain College, and the Memphis studio where Sam Phillips
and Elvis Presley created a new music for the American teenager. He examines the
post war vogue for French existentialism, structuralism and post-structuralism, the rise
of abstract expressionism and pop art, Allen Ginsberg’s friendship with Lionel Trilling,
James Baldwin’s transformation into a Civil Right spokesman, Susan Sontag’s
challenges to the New York Intellectuals, the defeat of obscenity laws, and the rise of
the New Hollywood. Stressing the rich flow of ideas across the Atlantic, he also shows
how Europeans played a vital role in promoting and influencing American art and
entertainment. By the end of the Vietnam era, the American government had lost the
moral prestige it enjoyed at the end of the Second World War, but America’s oncedespised culture had become respected and adored. With unprecedented verve and
range, this book explains how that happened.
The authorised history of the Bank of England by the bestselling David Kynaston, 'the
most entertaining historian alive' (Spectator). 'Not an ordinary bank, but a great engine
of state,' Adam Smith declared of the Bank of England as long ago as 1776. The Bank
is now over 320 years old, and throughout almost all that time it has been central to
British history. Yet to most people, despite its increasingly high profile, its history is
largely unknown. Till Time's Last Sand by David Kynaston is the first authoritative and
accessible single-volume history of the Bank of England, opening with the Bank's
founding in 1694 in the midst of the English financial revolution and closing in 2013 with
Mark Carney succeeding Mervyn King as Governor. This is a history that fully
addresses the important debates over the years about the Bank's purpose and modes
of operation and that covers such aspects as monetary and exchange-rate policies and
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relations with government, the City and other central banks. Yet this is also a narrative
that does full justice to the leading episodes and characters of the Bank, while taking
care to evoke a real sense of the place itself, with its often distinctively domestic side.
Deploying an array of piquant and revealing material from the Bank's rich archives, Till
Time's Last Sand is a multi-layered and insightful portrait of one of our most important
national institutions, from one of our leading historians.
A magisterial and profoundly perceptive survey of Britain's post-war role on the global
stage, from Suez to Brexit. 'Admirably lucid and measured, as well as studded with
sharp pen portraits of the key players, Britain Alone gives us the fullest long-run political
and diplomatic narrative yet of Britain's fateful, tragi-comic road to Brexit.' DAVID
KYNASTON 'Philip Stephens has produced that rare thing - an instant classic. Britain
Alone is the codebook we need to unravel the six and a half decades between Suez
and Brexit, and Stephens is a master of historical codebreaking.' PETER HENNESSY
How might we celebrate Britain's undoubted strengths while accepting that we have
slipped from the top table? How can we act as a great nation while no longer
pretending to be a great power? How might we be European and global? In 1962 the
American statesman Dean Acheson famously charged that Britain had lost an empire
and failed to find a new role. Nearly sixty years later the rebuke rings true again.
Britain's postwar search for its place in the world has vexed prime ministers and
government since the nation's great victory in 1945: the cost of winning the war was
giving up the empire. After the humiliation of Anthony Eden's Suez expedition, Britain
seemed for a time to have found an answer. Clinging to its self-image as a great island
nation, it would serve as America's best friend while acknowledging its geography by
signing up to membership of the European Union. Never a comfortable balancing act,
for forty years it appeared to work. In 2016 David Cameron called the Brexit referendum
and blew it up. Award-winning journalist Philip Stephens paints a fascinating portrait of
a nation struggling to reconcile its waning power with past glory. Drawing on decades of
personal contact and interviews with senior politicians and diplomats in Britain, the
United States and across the capitals of Europe, Britain Alone is a vivid account of a
proud nation struggling to admit it is no longer a great power. It is an indispensable
guide to how we arrived at the state we are in. 'Compelling, informative and readable . .
. offers much-needed substance.' FINANCIAL TIMES 'Fascinating.' IRISH TIMES
'Commanding.' SCOTSMAN 'A magnificent, exhilarating book, laying bare the
contradictions, misunderstandings and delusions that led Britain first to build a bridge
across the Channel and then bulldoze it . . . The book is much more than Brexit.'
PROSPECT
This wide-ranging and accessible contribution to the study of risk, ecology and
environment helps us to understand the politics of ecology and the place of social
theory in making sense of environmental issues. The book provides insights into the
complex dynamics of change in `risk societies'.
Arguing for the idea of connected histories, Bhambra presents a fundamental
reconstruction of the idea of modernity in contemporary sociology. She criticizes the
abstraction of European modernity from its colonial context and the way non-Western
"others" are disregarded. It aims to establish a dialogue in which "others" can speak
and be heard.
As in his highly acclaimed Austerity Britain, David Kynaston invokes an astonishing
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array of vivid, intimate and unselfconscious voices to drive his narrative of 1950s
Britain. The keen-eyed Nella Last shops assiduously at Barrow Market as austerity and
rationing gradually give way to relative abundance; housewife Judy Haines, relishing
the detail of suburban life, brings up her children in Chingford; the self-absorbed civil
servant Henry St John perfects the art of grumbling. These and many other voices give
a rich, unsentimental picture of everyday life in the 1950s. Well-known figures are
encountered on the way, such as Doris Lessing (joining and later leaving the
Communist Party), John Arlott (sticking up on Any Questions? for the rights of
homosexuals) and Tiger's Roy of the Rovers (making his goal-scoring debut for
Melchester). All this is part of a colourful, unfolding tapestry, in which the great national
events - the Tories returning to power, the death of George VI, the Coronation of Queen
Elizabeth, the Suez Crisis - jostle alongside everything that gave Britain in the 1950s its
distinctive flavour: Butlin's holiday camps, Kenwood food mixers, Hancock's Half-Hour,
Ekco television sets, Davy Crockett, skiffle and teddy boys. Deeply researched, David
Kynaston's Family Britain offers an unrivalled take on a largely cohesive, ordered, still
very hierarchical society gratefully starting to move away from the painful hardships of
the 1940s towards domestic ease and affluence.
Fran Lloyd focuses on the resurgence in the imaging of sex and consumerism in
contemporary Japanese art and the connections they establish with the wider historical,
social and political conditions within Japanese culture.
Modernity Britain, 1957-1962
Continuing his groundbreaking series about post-war Britain, Kynaston presents a
breathtaking portrait of our nation through eyewitness accounts, newspapers of the time
and previously unpublished diaries. Drawing on the everyday experiences of people
from all walks of life, Smoke in the Valley covers the length and breadth of the country
to tell its story. This is an unsurpassed social history- intensely evocative to those who
were there and eye-opening for their children and grandchildren.
Brimming with wisdom and humour, David Kynaston's diaries written over one football
season offer up his most personal take on social history to date. David Kynaston was
seven and a half years old when he attended his first Aldershot match in the early
months of 1959. So began a deep attachment to the game and a lifelong loyalty to an
obscure, small-town football club. Though as he sits down to write his diaries almost
sixty years on, he reflects that life might have been simpler if his father had never taken
him to that first match at the Rec... Shots in the Dark is the diary David Kynaston kept in
the football season of 2016/17, detailing the ups and downs of the 'Shots' in the year
that saw a divisive referendum in the UK and the impending ascension of Donald
Trump. Here Kynaston presents a social history of modern Britain with a difference – all
through the prism of the beautiful game. A testament to the ways in which fandom gives
solidity and security to our lives, particularly in these bewildering and rapidly changing
times, Shots in the Dark gets to the heart of what it means to be a devoted follower of a
sports team. This is a diary of the macro and the micro, as questions of loyalty, of
identity, of liberalism and of nationalism all rub uncomfortably up against each other
during nine charged months.
This book is open access under a CC BY license. The narrative of 20th-century
medicine is the conquering of acute infectious diseases and the rise in chronic,
degenerative diseases. The history of fungal infections does not fit this picture. This
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book charts the path of fungal infections from the mid 19th century to the dawn of the
21st century.

In 1938: Modern Britain, Michael John Law demonstrates that our understanding
of life in Britain just before the Second World War has been overshadowed by its
dramatic political events. 1938 was the last year of normality, and Law shows
through a series of case studies that in many ways life in that year was far more
modern than might have been thought. By considering topics as diverse as the
opening of a new type of pub, the launch of several new magazines, the
emergence of push-button radios and large screen televisions sets, and the
building of a huge office block, he reveals a Britain, both modern and intrigued by
its own modernity, that was stopped in its tracks by war and the austerity that
followed. For some, life in Britain was as consumerist, secular, Americanized and
modern as it would become for many in the late 1950s and early 1960s.
Presenting a fresh perspective on an important year in British social history,
illuminated by six engaging case studies, this is a key study for students and
scholars of 20th-century Britain.
As much as any country, England bore the brunt of Germany's aggression in
World War II, and was ravaged in many ways at the war's end. Celebrated
historian David Kynaston has written an utterly original, and compellingly
readable, account of the following six years, during which the country rebuilt
itself. Kynaston's great genius is to chronicle the country's experience from
bottom to top: coursing through through the book, therefore, is an astonishing
variety of ordinary, contemporary voices, eloquently and passionately evincing
the country's remarkable spirit. Judy Haines, a Chingford housewife, gamely
endures the tribulations of rationing; Mary King, a retired schoolteacher in
Birmingham, observes how well-fed the Queen looks during a royal visit; Henry
St. John, a persnickety civil servant in Bristol, is oblivious to anyone's troubles but
his own. Together they present a portrait of an indomitable people and Kynaston
skillfully links their stories to bigger events thought the country. Their stories also
jostle alongside those of more well-known figures like celebrated journalist-to-be
John Arlott (making his first radio broadcast), Glenda Jackson, and Doris
Lessing, newly arrived from Africa and struck by the leveling poverty of post-war
Britain. Kynaston deftly weaves into his story a sophisticated narrative of how the
1945 Labour government shaped the political, economic, and social landscape
for the next three decades.
Immanuel Wallerstein’s highly influential, multi-volume opus, The Modern WorldSystem, is one of this century’s greatest works of social science. An innovative,
panoramic reinterpretation of global history, it traces the emergence and
development of the modern world from the sixteenth to the twentieth century.
This new volume encompasses the nineteenth century from the revolutionary era
of 1789 to the First World War. In this crucial period, three great
ideologies—conservatism, liberalism, and radicalism—emerged in response to the
worldwide cultural transformation that came about when the French Revolution
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legitimized the sovereignty of the people. Wallerstein tells how capitalists, and
Great Britain, brought relative order to the world and how liberalism triumphed as
the dominant ideology.
Modernity Britain: A Shake of the Dice, 1959-62 is the triumphant conclusion to
the story of how Britain metamorphosed from the relative calm of the 1950s into a
country experiencing huge and often disruptive change.
Presents a pictures of post-war Britain through the eyes of those who lived there
- Judy Haines, a Chingford housewife, struggling daily with food rationing; Henry
St John, a self-serving civil servant in Bristol; and, the young Glenda Jackson,
taking her 11-plus.
Formations of Modernity is a major introductory textbook offering an account of
the important historical processes, institutions and ideas that have shaped the
development of modern societies. This challenging and innovative book 'maps'
the evolution of those distinctive forms of political, economic, social and cultural
life which characterize modern societies, from their origins in early modern
Europe to the nineteenth century. It examines the roots of modern knowledge
and the birth of the social sciences in the Enlightenment, and analyses the
impact on the emerging identity of 'the West' of its encounters through
exploration, trade, conquest and colonization, with 'other civilizations'. Designed
as an introduction to modern societies and modern sociological analyses, this
book is of value to students on a wide variety of social science courses in
universities and colleges and also to readers with no prior knowledge of
sociology. Selected readings from a broad range of classical writers (Weber,
Durkheim, Marx, Freud, Adam Smith, Montesquieu, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau)
and contemporary thinkers (Michael Mann, E.P. Thompson, Edward Said) are
integrated in each chapter, together with student questions and exercises.
The Lion Wakes tells the modern story of HSBC, starting in the late 1970s, when
the bank first broke out of the Asia-Pacific region with its purchase of Marine
Midland Bank in the US. It follows HSBC's battle to purchase Midland Bank
in1992, the subsequent move of head office from Hong Kong to London, and the
string of acquisitions that brought the bank to its pre-eminent place in global
finance today. Acclaimed historians Richard Roberts and David Kynaston
chronicle the bank's struggles as well as its successes: the last part of the book
deals with the ill-fated move into consumer finance in the US, as well as the
financial crisis of 2008 and its effect on HSBC. Impeccably researched and
generously illustrated from the HSBC archives, this is a valuable addition to
global financial history.
A classic examination of superb design through the centuries. Widely regarded
as a classic in the field, Experiencing Architecture explores the history and
promise of good design. Generously illustrated with historical examples of
designing excellence—ranging from teacups, riding boots, and golf balls to the
villas of Palladio and the fish-feeding pavilion of Beijing's Winter
Palace—Rasmussen's accessible guide invites us to appreciate architecture not
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only as a profession, but as an art that shapes everyday experience. In the past,
Rasmussen argues, architecture was not just an individual pursuit, but a
community undertaking. Dwellings were built with a natural feeling for place,
materials and use, resulting in “a remarkably suitable comeliness.” While we
cannot return to a former age, Rasmussen notes, we can still design spaces that
are beautiful and useful by seeking to understand architecture as an art form that
must be experienced. An understanding of good design comes not only from
one's professional experience of architecture as an abstract, individual pursuit,
but also from one's shared, everyday experience of architecture in real time—its
particular use of light, color, shape, scale, texture, rhythm and sound.
Experiencing Architecture reminds us of what good architectural design has
accomplished over time, what it can accomplish still, and why it is worth pursuing.
Wide-ranging and approachable, it is for anyone who has ever wondered “what
instrument the architect plays on.”
'This is Kynaston at his best ... A rich and vivid picture of a nation in all its human complexity'
IAN JACK 'A compulsive read ... Generous as well as sharp' MARGARET DRABBLE 'I was
captivated by its brilliance' D. J. TAYLOR __________________ The 'real' Sixties began on 5
October 1962. On that remarkable Friday, the Beatles hit the world with their first single, 'Love
Me Do', and the first James Bond film, Dr No, had its world premiere in London: two icons of
the future heralding a social and cultural revolution. On the Cusp, continuing David Kynaston's
groundbreaking history of post-war Britain, takes place during the summer and early autumn of
1962, in the charged months leading up to the moment that a country changed. The Rolling
Stones' debut at the Marquee Club, the last Gentlemen versus Players match at Lord's, the
issue of Britain's relationship with Europe starting to divide the country, Telstar the satellite
beaming live TV pictures across the world, 'Telstar' the record a siren call to a techno future –
these were months thick with incident, all woven together here with an array of fresh
contemporary sources, including diarists both famous and obscure. Britain would never be the
same again after these months. Sometimes indignant, sometimes admiring, always
empathetic, On the Cusp evokes a world of seaside holidays, of church fetes, of Steptoe and
Son – a world still of seemingly settled social and economic certainties, but in fact on the edge
of fundamental change. ___________________ 'Sparkles with voices from a vanished world ...
An entrancing representation, full of exquisite detail' KATE WILLIAMS 'What a joy it has been
to find myself wholly immersed in the richness of Kynaston's account ... Thrilling' JULIET
NICOLSON
The cultural history of the Cold War has been characterized as an explosion of fear and
paranoia, based on very little actual intelligence. Both the US and Soviet administrations have
since remarked how far off the mark their predictions of the other's strengths and aims were.
Yet so much of the cultural output of the period – in television, film, and literature – was
concerned with the end of the world. Here, Nicholas Barnett looks at art and design, opinion
polls, the Mass Observation movement, popular fiction and newspapers to show how exactly
British people felt about the Soviet Union and the Cold War. In uncovering new primary source
material, Barnett shows exactly how this seeped in to the art, literature, music and design of
the period.
The General Post Office (GPO) Film Unit sat at the creative epicentre of Britain in the 1930s. It
nurtured a vital crop of artistic talent, built a forum for a new kind of cinematic address and
created Britain's first self-consciously national cinema. In 2011, UNESCO added its work to the
UK Memory of the World Register, recognising its status as part of Britain's cultural heritage.
Elements of the GPO Film Unit's story are well known: John Grierson's development of
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documentary cinema; the influence of Mass Observation and Surrealism on its cinematic
vision; the Watt–Auden–Britten collaboration Night Mail. The Projection of Britain: A History of
the GPO Film Unit brings together primary materials and critical appraisals to revisit, recontextualise and revitalise these seminal moments in British cinema. Here, the insights of an
archivist, a musicologist, a design historian, a sports historian, a geographer and a postman –
among others – have been edited into a rich critical archaeology of a compelling moment in
cinematic history. Interspersed with these essays are primary materials – memoirs, magazine
articles, posters and government documents – that detail everything from Alberto Cavalcanti's
vision for the documentary movement to a claim for the clothes Humphrey Jennings lost while
shooting on location. In recent years there has been a resurgence of interest in the GPO Film
Unit and its work, on the big screen, in DVD boxsets and on the web. The Projection of Britain
ties together the Unit's diverse artistic, historical and cultural threads into an essential one-stop
resource. Provocative, imaginative and ambitious, this expansive study is the definitive
companion to an extraordinary episode in cinematic history.
After a tsunami destroyed the cooling system at Japan's Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant,
triggering a meltdown, protesters around the world challenged the use of nuclear power.
Germany announced it would close its plants by 2022. Although the ills of fossil fuels are better
understood than ever, the threat of climate change has never aroused the same visceral dread
or swift action. Spencer Weart dissects this paradox, demonstrating that a powerful web of
images surrounding nuclear energy holds us captive, allowing fear, rather than facts, to drive
our thinking and public policy. Building on his classic, Nuclear Fear, Weart follows nuclear
imagery from its origins in the symbolism of medieval alchemy to its appearance in film and
fiction. Long before nuclear fission was discovered, fantasies of the destroyed planet, the
transforming ray, and the white city of the future took root in the popular imagination. At the
turn of the twentieth century when limited facts about radioactivity became known, they
produced a blurred picture upon which scientists and the public projected their hopes and
fears. These fears were magnified during the Cold War, when mushroom clouds no longer
needed to be imagined; they appeared on the evening news. Weart examines nuclear anxiety
in sources as diverse as Alain Resnais's film Hiroshima Mon Amour, Cormac McCarthy's novel
The Road, and the television show The Simpsons. Recognizing how much we remain in thrall
to these setpieces of the imagination, Weart hopes, will help us resist manipulation from both
sides of the nuclear debate.
During the Second World War, people arrived in Britain from all over the world as troops, warworkers, nurses, refugees, exiles, and prisoners-of-war-chiefly from Europe, America, and the
British Empire. Between 1939 and 1945, the population in Britain became more diverse than it
had ever been before. Through diaries, letters, and interviews, Mixing It tells of ordinary lives
pushed to extraordinary lengths. Among the stories featured are those of Zbigniew Siemaszko
- deported by the Soviet Union, fleeing Kazakhstan on a horse-drawn sleigh, and eventually
joining the Polish army in Scotland via Iran, Iraq, and South Africa - and 'Johnny' Pohe - the
first Maori pilot to serve in the RAF, who was captured, and eventually murdered by the
Gestapo for his part in the 'Great Escape'. This is the first book to look at the big picture of
large-scale movements to Britain and the rich variety of relations between different groups.
When the war ended, awareness of the diversity of Britain's wartime population was lost and
has played little part in public memories of the war. Mixing It recovers this forgotten history. It
illuminates the place of the Second World War in the making of multinational, multiethnic
Britain and resonates with current debates on immigration.
When a country is threatened by an insurgency, what efforts give its government the best
chance of prevailing? Contemporary discourse on this subject is voluminous and often
contentious. Advice for the counterinsurgent is often based on little more than common sense,
a general understanding of history, or a handful of detailed examples, instead of a solid,
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systematically collected body of historical evidence. A 2010 RAND study challenged this trend
with rigorous analyses of all 30 insurgencies that started and ended between 1978 and 2008.
This update to that original study expanded the data set, adding 41 new cases and comparing
all 71 insurgencies begun and completed worldwide since World War II. With many more
cases to compare, the study was able to more rigorously test the previous findings and
address critical questions that the earlier study could not. For example, it could examine the
approaches that led counterinsurgency forces to prevail when an external actor was involved in
the conflict. It was also able to address questions about timing and duration, such as which
factors affect the duration of insurgencies and the durability of the resulting peace, as well as
how long historical counterinsurgency forces had to engage in effective practices before they
won. A companion volume, Paths to Victory: Detailed Insurgency Case Studies, offers in-depth
narrative overviews of each of the 41 additional cases; the original 30 cases are presented in
Victory Has a Thousand Fathers: Detailed Counterinsurgency Case Studies.
Hunger is as old as history itself. Indeed, it appears to be a timeless and inescapable biological
condition. And yet perceptions of hunger and of the hungry have changed over time and
differed from place to place. Hunger has a history, which can now be told. At the beginning of
the nineteenth century, hunger was viewed as an unavoidable natural phenomenon or as the
fault of its lazy and morally flawed victims. By the middle of the twentieth century, a new
understanding of hunger had taken root. Across the British Empire and beyond, humanitarian
groups, political activists, social reformers, and nutritional scientists established that the hungry
were innocent victims of political and economic forces outside their control. Hunger was now
seen as a global social problem requiring government intervention in the form of welfare to aid
the hungry at home and abroad. James Vernon captures this momentous shift as it occurred in
imperial Britain over the past two centuries. Rigorously researched, Hunger: A Modern History
draws together social, cultural, and political history in a novel way, to show us how we came to
have a moral, political, and social responsibility toward the hungry. Vernon forcefully reminds
us how many perished from hunger in the empire and reveals how their history was intricately
connected with the precarious achievements of the welfare state in Britain, as well as with the
development of international institutions, such as the United Nations, committed to the
conquest of world hunger. All those moved by the plight of the hungry will want to read this
compelling book.
Histories of Technology, the Environment and Modern Britain brings together historians with a
wide range of interests to take a uniquely wide-lens view of how technology and the
environment have been intimately and irreversibly entangled in Britain over the last 300 years.
It combines, for the first time, two perspectives with much to say about Britain since the
industrial revolution: the history of technology and environmental history. Technologies are
modified environments, just as nature is to varying extents engineered. Furthermore,
technologies and our living and non-living environment are both predominant material forms of
organisation – and self-organisation – that surround and make us. Both have changed over
time, in intersecting ways. Technologies discussed in the collection include bulldozers,
submarine cables, automobiles, flood barriers, medical devices, museum displays and
biotechnologies. Environments investigated include bogs, cities, farms, places of natural
beauty and pollution, land and sea. The book explores this diversity but also offers an
integrated framework for understanding these intersections.
‘Adult Reactions to Popular Music and Inter-generational Relations in Britain, 1955–1975’
challenges stereotypes concerning a post-war ‘generation gap’, exacerbated by rebellioninducing popular music styles, by demonstrating the considerable variety which frequently
characterized adult responses to the music, whilst also highlighting that the impact of the music
on inter-generational relations was more complex than is often assumed. [NP] Utilizing
extensive primary evidence, from first-person accounts to newspapers, television programmes,
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surveys and archive collections, the book adopts a thematic approach, identifying three key
arenas of British society in which adult responses to popular music, and the impact of such
reactions upon relations between generations, seem particularly revealing and significant. The
book examines in detail the place of popular music within family life and Christian churches
and their engagement with popular music, particularly within youth clubs. It also explores
‘encounters’ between the worlds of traditional Variety entertainment and popular music while
providing broader perspectives on this most dynamic and turbulent of periods.
Following Never Again and Having It So Good, the third part of Peter Hennessy's celebrated
Post-War Trilogy 'By far the best study of early Sixties Britain ... so much fun, yet still shrewd
and important' The Times, Books of the Year Harold Macmillan famously said in 1960 that the
wind of change was blowing over Africa and the remaining British Empire. But it was blowing
over Britain too - its society; its relationship with Europe; its nuclear and defence policy. And
where it was not blowing hard enough - the United Kingdom's economy - great efforts were
made to sweep away the cobwebs of old industrial practices and poor labour relations. Life
was lived in the knowledge that it could end in a single afternoon of thermonuclear exchange if
the uneasy, armed peace of the Cold War tipped into a Third World War. In Winds of Change
we see Macmillan gradually working out his 'grand design' - how to be part of both a tight
transatlantic alliance and Europe, dealing with his fellow geostrategists Kennedy and de
Gaulle. The centre of the book is 1963 - the year of the Profumo Crisis, the Great Train
Robbery, the satire boom, de Gaulle's veto of Britain's first application to join the EEC, the fall
of Macmillan and the unexpected succession to the premiership of Alec Douglas-Home. Then,
in 1964, the battle of what Hennessy calls the tweedy aristocrat and the tweedy meritocrat Harold Wilson, who would end 13 years of Conservative rule and usher in a new era. As in his
acclaimed histories of British life in the two previous decades, Never Again and Having it so
Good, Peter Hennessy explains the political, economic, cultural and social aspects of a nation
with inimitable wit and empathy. No historian knows the by-ways as well the highways of the
archives so well, and no one conveys the flavour of the period so engagingly. The early sixties
live again in these pages.
Modernity Britain, 1957-1963, continues David Kynaston's groundbreaking series Tales of a
New Jerusalem, telling as never before the story of Britain from VE Day in 1945 to the election
of Margaret Thatcher in 1979.
The late 1950s and early 1960s was a period in its own right-neither the stultifying early to
midfifties nor the liberating mid- to late-sixties-and an action-packed, dramatic time in which the
contours of modern Britain started to take shape. These were the “never had it so good”
years, in which mass affluence began to change, fundamentally, the tastes and even the
character of the working class; when films like Saturday Night and Sunday Morning and TV
soaps like Coronation Street and Z Cars at last brought that class to the center of the national
frame; when Britain gave up its empire; when economic decline relative to France and
Germany became the staple of political discourse; when “youth” emerged as a fully fledged
cultural force; when the Notting Hill riots made race and immigration an inescapable reality;
when a new breed of meritocrats came through; and when the Lady Chatterley trial, followed
by the Profumo scandal, at last signaled the end of Victorian morality. David Kynaston argues
that a deep and irresistible modernity zeitgeist was at work, in these and many other ways, and
he reveals as never before how that spirit of the age unfolded, with consequences that still
affect us today.
Between 1890 and 1914 the City of London was all dominant as Britain's legendary gold
standard reigned supreme across the globe. Golden Years anatomises an elite at the height of
its powers. Combining brilliant scholarship with high entertainment, and drawing on an
unparalleled range of original sources, David Kynaston brings the city triumphant into the
mainstream of British and world history.
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The late 1950s was an action-packed, often dramatic time in which the contours of modern
Britain began to take shape. These were the 'never had it so good' years, when the Carry On
film series and the TV soap Emergency Ward 10 got going, and films like Room at the Top and
plays like A Taste of Honey brought the working class to the centre of the national frame; when
the urban skyline began irresistibly to go high-rise; when CND galvanised the progressive
middle class; when 'youth' emerged as a cultural force; when the Notting Hill riots made race
and immigration an inescapable reality; and when 'meritocracy' became the buzz word of the
day. The consequences of this 'modernity' zeitgeist, David Kynaston argues, still affect us
today.
Bridging the fields of conservation, art history, and museum curating, this volume contains the
principal papers from an international symposium titled "Historical Painting Techniques,
Materials, and Studio Practice" at the University of Leiden in Amsterdam, Netherlands, from
June 26 to 29, 1995. The symposium—designed for art historians, conservators, conservation
scientists, and museum curators worldwide—was organized by the Department of Art History at
the University of Leiden and the Art History Department of the Central Research Laboratory for
Objects of Art and Science in Amsterdam. Twenty-five contributors representing museums and
conservation institutions throughout the world provide recent research on historical painting
techniques, including wall painting and polychrome sculpture. Topics cover the latest art
historical research and scientific analyses of original techniques and materials, as well as
historical sources, such as medieval treatises and descriptions of painting techniques in
historical literature. Chapters include the painting methods of Rembrandt and Vermeer, Dutch
17th-century landscape painting, wall paintings in English churches, Chinese paintings on
paper and canvas, and Tibetan thangkas. Color plates and black-and-white photographs
illustrate works from the Middle Ages to the 20th century.
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