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“The Joy Luck Club is one of my favorite books. From the moment I first started reading it, I knew it was going to be
incredible. For me, it was one of those once-in-a-lifetime reading experiences that you cherish forever. It inspired me as a
writer and still remains hugely inspirational.” —Kevin Kwan, author of Crazy Rich Asians Amy Tan’s beloved, New York
Times bestselling tale of mothers and daughters, now the focus of a new documentary Amy Tan: Unintended Memoir on
Netflix Four mothers, four daughters, four families whose histories shift with the four winds depending on who's "saying"
the stories. In 1949 four Chinese women, recent immigrants to San Francisco, begin meeting to eat dim sum, play
mahjong, and talk. United in shared unspeakable loss and hope, they call themselves the Joy Luck Club. Rather than
sink into tragedy, they choose to gather to raise their spirits and money. "To despair was to wish back for something
already lost. Or to prolong what was already unbearable." Forty years later the stories and history continue. With wit and
sensitivity, Amy Tan examines the sometimes painful, often tender, and always deep connection between mothers and
daughters. As each woman reveals her secrets, trying to unravel the truth about her life, the strings become more
tangled, more entwined. Mothers boast or despair over daughters, and daughters roll their eyes even as they feel the
inextricable tightening of their matriarchal ties. Tan is an astute storyteller, enticing readers to immerse themselves into
these lives of complexity and mystery.
This volume focuses on Buddhism and Jainism, two religions which, together with Hinduism, constitute the three pillars of
Indic religious tradition in its classical formulation. It explores their history and relates how the Vedic period in the history
of Hinduism drew to a close around the sixth century BCE and how its gradual etiolation gave rise to a number of
religious movements. While some of these remained within the fold of the Vedic traditions, others arose in a context of a
more ambiguous relationship between the two. Two of these have survived to the present day as Buddhism and Jainism.
The volume describes the major role Buddhism played in the history not only of India but of Asia, and now the world as
well, and the more confined role of Jainism in India until relatively recent times. It examines the followers of these
religions and their influence on the Indian religious landscape. In addition, it depicts the transformative effect on existing
traditions of the encounter of Hinduism with these two religions, as well as the fertile interaction between the three. The
book shows how Buddhism and Jainism share the basic concepts of karma, rebirth, and liberation with Hinduism while
giving them their own hue, and how they differ from the Hindu tradition in their understanding of the role of the Vedas, the
“caste system,” and ritualism in religious life. The volume contributes to the debate on whether the proper way of
describing the relationship between the three major components of the classical Indic tradition is to treat them as siblings
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(sometimes as even exhibiting sibling rivalry), or as friends (sometimes even exhibiting schadenfreude), or as radical
alternatives to one another, or all of these at different points in time.
SuperSummary, a modern alternative to SparkNotes and CliffsNotes, offers high-quality study guides for challenging
works of literature. This 47-page guide for "Untouchable" by Mulk Raj Anand includes detailed chapter summaries and
analysis, as well as several more in-depth sections of expert-written literary analysis. Featured content includes
commentary on major characters, 25 important quotes, essay topics, and key themes like Inequality and Religion.
With her award-winning debut novel, Purple Hibiscus, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie was heralded by the Washington Post
Book World as the “21st century daughter” of Chinua Achebe. Now, in her masterly, haunting new novel, she recreates
a seminal moment in modern African history: Biafra’s impassioned struggle to establish an independent republic in
Nigeria during the 1960s. With the effortless grace of a natural storyteller, Adichie weaves together the lives of five
characters caught up in the extraordinary tumult of the decade. Fifteen-year-old Ugwu is houseboy to Odenigbo, a
university professor who sends him to school, and in whose living room Ugwu hears voices full of revolutionary zeal.
Odenigbo’s beautiful mistress, Olanna, a sociology teacher, is running away from her parents’ world of wealth and
excess; Kainene, her urbane twin, is taking over their father’s business; and Kainene’s English lover, Richard, forms a
bridge between their two worlds. As we follow these intertwined lives through a military coup, the Biafran secession and
the subsequent war, Adichie brilliantly evokes the promise, and intimately, the devastating disappointments that marked
this time and place. Epic, ambitious and triumphantly realized, Half of a Yellow Sun is a more powerful, dramatic and
intensely emotional picture of modern Africa than any we have had before.
From the Booker Prize winning author of Amsterdam, a brilliant new novel. On the hottest day of the summer of 1935,
thirteen-year-old Briony Tallis sees her sister Cecilia strip off her clothes and plunge into the fountain in the garden of
their country house. Watching her is Robbie Turner, son of the Tallis’s cleaning lady, whose education has been
subsidized by Cecilia’s and Briony’s father, and who, like Cecilia, has recently come down from Cambridge. By day's
end, their lives will be changed – irrevocably. Robbie and Cecilia will have crossed a boundary they had not imagined at
its start. And Briony will have witnessed mysteries, seen an unspeakable word, and committed a crime for which she will
spend the rest of her life trying to atone… Brilliant and utterly enthralling in its depiction of love and war and class and
childhood and England, An Atonement is a profound – and profoundly moving – exploration of shame and forgiveness, of
atonement and of the possibility of absolution.
This volume brings together some of the best and most memorable stories from Anand's published collections, each of
them illustrating a different mood and tone. In his half-humorous and half-ironic way, Anand draws our attention to the
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plight of the marginalized, the poor and the illiterate, and penetrates their innermost feelings and emotions.
Straightforward, unpretentious and expertly crafted, these unforgettable vignettes of life in twentieth-century India are
sure to haunt the reader long after the book has been put down.
Bringing to life the fabulous, colorful panorama of New Orleans in the first flush of the jazz era, this book tells the story of
Buddy Bolden, the first of the great trumpet players--some say the originator of jazz--who was, in any case, the genius,
the guiding spirit, and the king of that time and place. In this fictionalized meditation, Bolden, an unrecorded father of
Jazz, remains throughout a tantalizingly ungraspable phantom, the central mysteries of his life, his art, and his madness
remaining felt but never quite pinned down. Ondaatje's prose is at times startlingly lyrical, and as he chases Bolden
through documents and scenes, the novel partakes of the very best sort of modern detective novel--one where the
enigma is never resolved, but allowed to manifest in its fullness. Though more 'experimental' in form than either The
English Patient or In the Skin of a Lion, it is a fitting addition to the renowned Ondaatje oeuvre.
“One of the most vital and original novelists of her generation.” —Larissa MacFarquhar, The New Yorker From the bestselling author of
Americanah and We Should All Be Feminists Fifteen-year-old Kambili and her older brother Jaja lead a privileged life in Enugu, Nigeria. They
live in a beautiful house, with a caring family, and attend an exclusive missionary school. They're completely shielded from the troubles of the
world. Yet, as Kambili reveals in her tender-voiced account, things are less perfect than they appear. Although her Papa is generous and well
respected, he is fanatically religious and tyrannical at home—a home that is silent and suffocating. As the country begins to fall apart under a
military coup, Kambili and Jaja are sent to their aunt, a university professor outside the city, where they discover a life beyond the confines of
their father’s authority. Books cram the shelves, curry and nutmeg permeate the air, and their cousins’ laughter rings throughout the house.
When they return home, tensions within the family escalate, and Kambili must find the strength to keep her loved ones together. Purple
Hibiscus is an exquisite novel about the emotional turmoil of adolescence, the powerful bonds of family, and the bright promise of freedom.
Tierno Monänembo was among the African authors invited to Rwanda after the 1994 Tutsi-Hutu massacre to ?write genocide into memory.?
In his novel The Oldest Orphan, that is precisely what Monänembo does, to devastating effect. Powerful testimony to an unspeakable
historical reality, this story is told by an adolescent on death row in a prison in Kigali, the capital of Rwanda. Dispassionately, almost cynically,
the teenager Faustin tells his tale, alternating between his days in jail, his adventures wandering the countryside after his parents and most of
the people of his village have been massacred, and his escapades as a cheerful hoodlum in the streets of Kigali. Only slowly does the full
horror of his parents? death and his own experience return to Faustin. His realization strikes the reader with shattering force, for it carries in
its wake the impossible but inescapable questions presented by such a murderous episode of history and such a crippling experience for a
child, a people, and a nation.
The Self-Organizing Map, or Kohonen Map, is one of the most widely used neural network algorithms, with thousands of applications covered
in the literature. It was one of the strong underlying factors in the popularity of neural networks starting in the early 80's. Currently this method
has been included in a large number of commercial and public domain software packages. In this book, top experts on the SOM method take
a look at the state of the art and the future of this computing paradigm. The 30 chapters of this book cover the current status of SOM theory,
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such as connections of SOM to clustering, classification, probabilistic models, and energy functions. Many applications of the SOM are given,
with data mining and exploratory data analysis the central topic, applied to large databases of financial data, medical data, free-form text
documents, digital images, speech, and process measurements. Biological models related to the SOM are also discussed.
Mission to KalaPurple HibiscusA NovelAlgonquin Books
The acclaimed author and preeminent military historian John Keegan examines centuries of human conflict. From primitive man in the bronze
age to the end of the cold war in the twentieth century, Keegan shows how armed conflict has been a primary preoccupation throughout the
history of civilization and how deeply rooted its practice has become in our cultures. "Keegan is at once the most readable and the most
original of living military historians . . . A History of Warfare is perhaps the most remarkable study of warfare that has yet been written."--The
New York Times Book Review.
A tale, told in rhythmic, read-along verse, describes how a resourceful bull finds water for his thirsty herd and ends the drought afflicting the
plain.
In 1975, at the height of Indira Gandhi’s “Emergency,” V. S. Naipaul returned to India, the country his ancestors had left one hundred years
earlier. Out of that journey he produced this concise masterpiece: a vibrant, defiantly unsentimental portrait of a society traumatized by
centuries of foreign conquest and immured in a mythic vision of its past. Drawing on novels, news reports, political memoirs, and his own
encounters with ordinary Indians–from a supercilious prince to an engineer constructing housing for Bombay’s homeless–Naipaul captures a
vast, mysterious, and agonized continent inaccessible to foreigners and barely visible to its own people. He sees both the burgeoning space
program and the 5,000 volunteers chanting mantras to purify a defiled temple; the feudal village autocrat and the Naxalite revolutionaries who
combined Maoist rhetoric with ritual murder. Relentless in its vision, thrilling in the keenness of its prose, India: A Wounded Civilization is a
work of astonishing insight and candor.

These twelve dazzling stories from Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie — the Orange Broadband Prize–winning author of Half of
a Yellow Sun — are her most intimate works to date. In these stories Adichie turns her penetrating eye to the ties that bind
men and women, parents and children, Nigeria and the United States. In “A Private Experience,” a medical student
hides from a violent riot with a poor Muslim woman, and the young mother at the centre of “Imitation” finds her
comfortable life in Philadelphia threatened when she learns that her husband has moved his mistress into their Lagos
home. Searing and profound, suffused with beauty, sorrow and longing, this collection is a resounding confirmation of
Adichie’s prodigious literary powers.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • From the award-winning author of We Should All Be Feminists and Half of a Yellow Sun—the
story of two Nigerians making their way in the U.S. and the UK, raising universal questions of race, belonging, the
overseas experience for the African diaspora, and the search for identity and a home. Ifemelu and Obinze are young and
in love when they depart military-ruled Nigeria for the West. Beautiful, self-assured Ifemelu heads for America, where
despite her academic success, she is forced to grapple with what it means to be black for the first time. Quiet, thoughtful
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Obinze had hoped to join her, but with post-9/11 America closed to him, he instead plunges into a dangerous,
undocumented life in London. Fifteen years later, they reunite in a newly democratic Nigeria, and reignite their
passion—for each other and for their homeland.
As evidence emerged of the genocide in Rwanda in 1994, the outside world reeled in shock. What could have motivated
these individual and collective acts of evil? In 1998, Véronique Tadjo traveled to Rwanda to try to find out. She started
with the premise that what happened in Rwanda concerns us all: “We need to understand. Our humanity is in peril.” The
Shadow of Imana is a reminder that humankind the world over is capable of genocide. Records of what the author
saw—sites of massacres, corpses, weapons dumps—are combined with personal stories of traumatized returnees,
bereaved survivors, rape victims, orphans, lawyers faced with the impossible task of doing justice, prisoners. But Tadjo’s
story goes beyond mere reportage of death and cruelty. Her poetically wrought account incorporates traditional tales,
explores the spiritual legacy of the genocide, and uncovers a healing vitality as well as a commitment to forgiveness.
Véronique Tadjo was born in Paris and grew up in Côte d’Ivoire. The Shadow of Imana has been translated from the
French by Véronique Wakerley.
This business history analyzes the connections between private business, disarmament, and re-armament as they
affected arms procurement and military technology transfers in Eastern Europe from 1919 to 1939. Rather than focusing
on the negotiations or the political problems involved with the Disarmament Conferences, this study concerns itself with
the business effects of the disarmament discussions. Accordingly, Schneider-Creusot, Škoda, Vickers, and their
respective business activities in Eastern European markets serve as the chief subjects for this book, and the core primary
sources relied upon include their unpublished corporate archival documents. Shifting the scope of analysis to consider
the business dimension allows for a fresh appraisal of the linkages between the arms trade, disarmament, and rearmament. The business approach also explodes the myth of the 'merchants of death' from the inside. It concludes by
tracing the armaments business between 1939 and 1941 as it transitioned from peacetime to war.
In the "brilliant novel" (The New York Times) V.S. Naipaul takes us deeply into the life of one man—an Indian who,
uprooted by the bloody tides of Third World history, has come to live in an isolated town at the bend of a great river in a
newly independent African nation. Naipaul gives us the most convincing and disturbing vision yet of what happens in a
place caught between the dangerously alluring modern world and its own tenacious past and traditions.
One of the finest living writers in the English language, V. S. Naipaul gives us a tale as wholly unexpected as it is
affecting, his first novel since the exultantly acclaimed A Way in the World, published seven years ago. Half a Life is the
story of Willie Chandran, whose father, heeding the call of Mahatma Gandhi, turned his back on his brahmin heritage and
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married a woman of low caste—a disastrous union he would live to regret, as he would the children that issued from it.
When Willie reaches manhood, his flight from the travails of his mixed birth takes him from India to London, where, in the
shabby haunts of immigrants and literary bohemians of the 1950s, he contrives a new identity. This is what happens as
he tries to defeat self-doubt in sexual adventures and in the struggle to become a writer—strivings that bring him to the
brink of exhaustion, from which he is rescued, to his amazement, only by the love of a good woman. And this is what
happens when he returns with her—carried along, really—to her home in Africa, to live, until the last doomed days of
colonialism, yet another life not his own. In a luminous narrative that takes us across three continents, Naipaul explores
his great theme of inheritance with an intimacy and directness unsurpassed in his extraordinary body of work. And even
as he lays bare the bitter comical ironies of assumed identities, he gives us a poignant spectacle of the enervation
peculiar to a borrowed life. In one man’s determined refusal of what he has been given to be, Naipaul reveals the way of
all our experience. As Willie comes to see, “Everything goes on a bias. The world should stop, but it goes on.” A
masterpiece of economy and emotional nuance, Half a Life is an indelible feat of the imagination.
How does African literature written in French change the way we think about nationalism, colonialism, and
postcolonialism? How does it imagine the encounter between Africans and French? And what does the study of African
literature bring to the fields of literary and cultural studies? Christopher L. Miller explores these and other questions in
Nationalists and Nomads. Miller ranges from the beginnings of francophone African literature—which he traces not to the
1930s Negritude movement but to the largely unknown, virulently radical writings of Africans in Paris in the 1920s—to the
evolving relations between African literature and nationalism in the 1980s and 1990s. Throughout he aims to offset the
contemporary emphasis on the postcolonial at the expense of the colonial, arguing that both are equally complex, with
powerful ambiguities. Arguing against blanket advocacy of any one model (such as nationalism or hybridity) to explain
these ambiguities, Miller instead seeks a form of thought that can read and recognize the realities of both identity and
difference.
Frank Bascombe is no longer a sportswriter, yet he's still living in Haddam, New Jersey, where he now sells real estate. He's still
divorced, though his ex-wife, to his dismay, has remarried and moved along with their children to Connecticut. But Frank is happy
enough in his work and pursuing various civic and entrepreneurial sidelines. He has high hopes for this 4th of July weekend: a
search for a house for deeply hapless clients relocating to Vermont; a rendezvous on the Jersey shore with his girlfriend; then up
to Connecticut to pick up his larcenous and emotionally troubled teenage son and visit as many sports halls of fame as they can fit
into two days. Frank's Independence Day, however, turns out not as he'd planned, and this decent, appealingly bewildered,
profoundly observant man is wrenched, gradually and inevitably, out of his private refuge. Independence Day captures the mystery
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of life — in all its conflicted glory — with grand humour, intense compassion and transfixing power.
This book includes the proceedings of the International Conference on Advanced Information Technology, Services and Systems
(AIT2S-17) held on April 14–15, 2017 in Tangier, Morocco. Presenting the latest research in the field, it stimulates debate,
discusses new challenges and provides insights into the field in order to promote closer interaction and interdisciplinary
collaboration between researchers and practitioners. Intended for researchers and practitioners in advanced information
technology/management and networking, the book is also of interest to those in emergent fields such as data science and
analytics, big data, Internet of Things, smart networked systems, artificial intelligence and expert systems, pattern recognition, and
cloud computing.
This Action Plan considers elephant populations across Asia on the basis of size and provides recommendations to enhance their
long-term survival. It also considers the management of elephants in captivity. Given that the basis for improved management of
elephants throughout Asia must be sound systematic scientific research, the Action Plan recommends a number of research
projects that need to be carried out in the field.
To the residents of Miguel Street, a derelict corner of Trinidad’s capital, their neighbourhood is a complete world, where
everybody is quite different from everybody else. There’s Popo the carpenter, who neglects his livelihood to build “the thing
without a name;” Man-man, who goes from running for public office to staging his own crucifixion; Big Foot, the dreaded bully with
glass tear ducts; and the lovely Mrs. Hereira, in thrall to her monstrous husband. Their lives (and the legends their neighbours
construct around them) are rendered by V. S. Naipaul with Dickensian verve and Chekhovian compassion in this tender, funny
novel.
This World Association for Animal Production (WAAP) Book of the Year series, now in its fourth volume, grows each year in its
popularity. The authors are selected for their expertise in a specific field of the animal science. It is intended to constantly update
animal scientists, industry representatives, animal breeders and extension service personnel with all the aspects considered
relevant in each specific field of animal science. The book offers an updated and complete picture of the animal industry and of
livestock science worldwide. We maintain the book's successful four section structure for easy access to the information. The first
section of the book deals with livestock industry and possible application of research developments in the various continents. The
following section reports updates about development of research in the various disciplines in the entire animal science field. The
third section contains interesting articles on 'free subjects', of broad interest. We were told by readers of the previous volumes that
this is the most popular section for the variety of actual and interesting topics for readers. The final section shows, like every year,
detailed statistics of extraordinary importance in the animal industry. This book is generally recognized as one of the very few
practical resources of comprehensive statistical information related to animal industry and it is considered by most important
libraries to be a key instrument to offer their readers high-quality, updated relevant information on global animal science
developments.
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How I Made 2,00,000 In The Stock Market Nicholas Darvas, author of How I Made 2,000,000 in the Stock Market, concluded that
Wall Street was nothing more than a huge gambling casino. It bristled with dealers, croupiers and touts--and he explained all of
this in a later highly successful book, Wall Street: The Other Las Vegas. How I Made 2,000,000 in the Stock Market is an
extraordinary book. It tells one of the most unusual success stories in the history of the stock market. Darvas was not a stock
market professional trading on inside information. He was one half of the highest paid dance team in show business. Ye he was
able to make himself a millionaire several times over by his unique investment approach. Unlike other so--called systems, it
worked regardless of whether the market rose or fell. When news of Darvas' fantastic profits and methods leaked out, he was
featured in Time Magazine. He then was persuaded to write a book which became an instant hit, selling nearly 200,00 copies in
eight weeks. Many of the companies talked about in this book no longer exist. Many of the stocks are no longer traded.
Nevertheless, the basic principles are as sound as ever.
In the present volume,the author has confirmed emphatically that India was also the original homeland not only of the Indo-Aryans
but also of the Indo-Iranians and the Indo-Europeans.

New Delhi, one month after the declaration of the Emergency, is the setting for Nayantara Sahgal's novel Rich Like Us,
an ironic, tender and exquisitely crafted study of India and its people in the aftermath of Independence. The Emergency
in India meant many things to many people - profit and power for some; jail for others; mobile vasectomy clinics for
thousands more. For idealistics like Sonali it meant the end of a dream, the extinguishing of a bright flame of promise for
the country's future that had burned since Independence. An unmarried woman, proud of her senior ranking in the civil
service, she finds herself demoted and humiliated through a corrupt deal at governmental level. For opportunists like
Dev, a beneficiary of the deal, it means a chance to quite his ailing father's business and make it on his own as a leader
of the New Entrepreneurs. Sonali's colleague, Ravi Kachru, once a passionate Marxist, makes himself indispensable to
the "royal line". Meanwhile, the stubborn shopkeeper, Kishori Lal, bloodied survivor of Partition, lands in a filthy prison
cell for a non-existent crime. Rich Like Us is many individual histories, and many voices, in one - a compelling and vivid
tapestry of India's past and present. Above all it is the story of Rose the cockney memsahib, brought by the worldly Ram
from London forty years before to a family that neither wants nor welcomes her. In Nayantara Sahgal's tale, with its
humour and tragedy, is mirrored some of the grandeur and folly of the Indian experience itself.
Presents a collection of sixteen African folktales by poet, novelist, critic, and statesman, Bernard Binlin Dadie that
represents the oral tradition of his native Ivory Coast.
Drawing on the long and varied history of discourses of cultural hybridity across the caribbean, this book explores the rich
and fraught cultural crossings that are often theorized homogeneously in postcolonial studies as 'hybridity'. What is the
relationship of cultural hybridity to social equality? Why Page
have
some forms of hybridity been enshrined in the caribbean
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imagination and others disavowed? What is the appeal of cultural hybridity to nationalist and post-nationalist projects
alike? What can we learn from the hybridization of Afro-caribbean and Indo-caribbean cultures set in motion by slavery
and indentureship? In answering these questions, this book intervenes in several important debates in postcolonial
studies about cultural resistance and popular agency, feminism and cultural nationalism, the relations between
postmodernism and postcolonialism, and the status of nationalism in an age of globalization.
Of French and Malagasy stock, involved in South African politics from an early age, Alex La Guma was arrested for
treason with 155 others in 1956 and finally acquitted in 1960. During the State of Emergency following the Sharpeville
massacre he was detained for five months. Continuing to write, he endured house arrest and solitary confinement. La
Guma left South Africa as a refugee in 1966 and lived in exile in London and Havana. He died in 1986. A Walk in the
Night and Other Stories reveals La Guma as one of the most important African writers of his time. These works reveal the
plight of non-whites in apartheid South Africa, laying bare the lives of the poor and the outcasts who filled the ghettoes
and shantytowns.
Maritime cultural landscapes are collections of submerged archaeological sites, or combinations of terrestrial and
submerged sites that reflect the relationship between humans and the water. These landscapes can range in size from a
single beach to an entire coastline and can include areas of terrestrial sites now inundated as well as underwater sites
that are now desiccated. However, what binds all of these sites together is the premise that each aspect of the landscape
–cultural, political, environmental, technological, and physical – is interrelated and can not be understood without
reference to the others. In this maritime cultural landscape approach, individual sites are treated as features within the
larger landscape and the interpretation of single sites add to a larger analysis of a region or culture. This approach
provides physical and theoretical links between terrestrial and underwater archaeology as well as prehistoric and historic
archaeology; consequently, providing a framework for integrating such diverse topics as trade, resource procurement,
habitation, industrial production, and warfare into a holistic study of the past. Landscape studies foster broader
perspectives and approaches, extending the study of maritime cultures beyond the shoreline. Despite this potential, the
archaeological study of maritime landscapes is a relatively untried approach with many questions regarding the methods
and perspectives needed to effectively analyze these landscapes. The chapters in this volume, which include
contributions from the United States, the United Kingdom, Norway, and Australia, address many of the theoretical and
methodological questions surrounding maritime cultural landscapes. The authors comprise established scholars as well
as archaeologists at the beginning of their careers, providing a healthy balance of experience and innovation. The
chapters also demonstrate parity between method and theory, where the varying interpretations of culture and space are
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given equal weight with the challenges of investigating both wet and dry sites across large areas.
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