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Reimagining India brings together leading thinkers from around the world to explore the challenges and opportunities faced by one
of the most important and least understood nations on earth. India’s abundance of life—vibrant, chaotic, and tumultuous—has long
been its foremost asset. The nation’s rising economy and burgeoning middle class have earned India a place alongside China as
one of the world’s two indispensable emerging markets. At the same time, India’s tech-savvy entrepreneurs and rapidly
globalizing firms are upending key sectors of the world economy. But what is India’s true potential? And what can be done to
unlock it? McKinsey & Company has pulled in wisdom from many corners—social and cultural as well as economic and political—to
launch a feisty debate about the future of Asia’s “other superpower.” Reimagining India features an all-star cast of contributors,
including CNN’s Fareed Zakaria; Mukesh Ambani, CEO of India’s largest private conglomerate; Microsoft founder Bill Gates;
Google chairman Eric Schmidt; Harvard Business School dean Nitin Nohria; award-winning authors Suketu Mehta (Maximum
City), Edward Luce (In Spite of the Gods), and Patrick French (India: A Portrait); Nandan Nilekani, Infosys cofounder and chairman
of the Unique Identification Authority of India; and a host of other leading executives, entrepreneurs, economists, foreign policy
experts, journalists, historians, and cultural luminaries. These essays explore topics like the strengths and weaknesses of India’s
political system, growth prospects for India’s economy, the competitiveness of Indian firms, India’s rising international profile, and
the rapid evolution of India’s culture. Over the next decade India has the opportunity to show the rest of the developing world how
open, democratic societies can achieve high growth and shared prosperity. Contributors offer creative strategies for seizing that
opportunity. But they also offer a frank assessment of the risks that India’s social and political fractures will instead thwart
progress, condemning hundreds of millions of people to enduring poverty. Reimagining India is a critical resource for readers
seeking to understand how this vast and vital nation is changing—and how it promises to change the world around us.
Set in contemporary India, Love and Longing in Bombay confirms Vikram Chandra as one of today's most exciting young writers.
In five haunting tales he paints a remarkable picture of Bombay - its ghosts, its passions, its feuds, its mysteries - while exploring
timeless questions of the human spirit. 'When Midnight's Children first arrived on the scene, it became necessary to revaluate
stories from and about India. With Vikram Chandra's collection - his second book - it is time to take stock again . . . Breathtaking.'
Observer
Bombay is a city always on the move. Driven by multiple impulses, it has been the site for a Buddhist ethos, a safe haven for
refugees from Persia, a hub of maritime trade and a melting pot of European and Eastern influences. Enriched with in-depth histo
"A deeply moving, funny, and brilliantly written account from one of India’s most original new voices." —Katherine Boo Like Dave
Eggers’s Zeitoun and Alexander Masters’s Stuart, this is a tour de force of narrative reportage. Mohammed Ashraf studied
biology, became a butcher, a tailor, and an electrician’s apprentice; now he is a homeless day laborer in the heart of old Delhi.
How did he end up this way? In an astonishing debut, Aman Sethi brings him and his indelible group of friends to life through their
adventures and misfortunes in the Old Delhi Railway Station, the harrowing wards of a tuberculosis hospital, an illegal bar made of
cardboard and plywood, and into Beggars Court and back onto the streets. In a time of global economic strain, this is an
unforgettable evocation of persistence in the face of poverty in one of the world’s largest cities. Sethi recounts Ashraf’s surprising
life story with wit, candor, and verve, and A Free Man becomes a moving story of the many ways a man can be free.
A place of spectacle and ruin, Mumbai exemplifies the cosmopolitan metropolis. It is not just a big city but also a soaring vision of
modern urban life. Millions from India and beyond, of different ethnicities, languages, and religions, have washed up on its shores,
bringing with them their desires and ambitions. Mumbai Fables explores the mythic inner life of this legendary city as seen by its
inhabitants, journalists, planners, writers, artists, filmmakers, and political activists. In this remarkable cultural history of one of the
world's most important urban centers, Gyan Prakash unearths the stories behind its fabulous history, viewing Mumbai through its
turning points and kaleidoscopic ideas, comic book heroes, and famous scandals--the history behind Mumbai's stories of
opportunity and oppression, of fabulous wealth and grinding poverty, of cosmopolitan desires and nativist energies. Starting from
the catastrophic floods and terrorist attacks of recent years, Prakash reaches back to the sixteenth-century Portuguese conquest
to reveal the stories behind Mumbai's historic journey. Examining Mumbai's role as a symbol of opportunity and reinvention, he
looks at its nineteenth-century development under British rule and its twentieth-century emergence as a fabled city on the sea.
Different layers of urban experience come to light as he recounts the narratives of the Nanavati murder trial and the rise and fall of
the tabloid Blitz, and Mumbai's transformation from the red city of trade unions and communists into the saffron city of Hindu
nationalist Shiv Sena. Starry-eyed planners and elite visionaries, cynical leaders and violent politicians of the street, land sharks
and underworld dons jostle with ordinary citizens and poor immigrants as the city copes with the dashed dreams of postcolonial
urban life and lurches into the seductions of globalization. Shedding light on the city's past and present, Mumbai Fables offers an
unparalleled look at this extraordinary metropolis.
A 2019 NPR Staff Pick “Written ‘in sorrow and anger,’ this is a brilliant and urgently necessary book, eloquently making the case
against bigotry and for all of us migrants—what we are not, who we are, and why we deserve to be welcomed, not feared.”
—Salman Rushdie A timely argument for why the United States and the West would benefit from accepting more immigrants There
are few subjects in American life that prompt more discussion and controversy than immigration. But do we really understand it? In
This Land Is Our Land, the renowned author Suketu Mehta attacks the issue head-on. Drawing on his own experience as an
Indian-born teenager growing up in New York City and on years of reporting around the world, Mehta subjects the worldwide antiimmigrant backlash to withering scrutiny. As he explains, the West is being destroyed not by immigrants but by the fear of
immigrants. Mehta juxtaposes the phony narratives of populist ideologues with the ordinary heroism of laborers, nannies, and
others, from Dubai to Queens, and explains why more people are on the move today than ever before. As civil strife and climate
change reshape large parts of the planet, it is little surprise that borders have become so porous. But Mehta also stresses the
destructive legacies of colonialism and global inequality on large swaths of the world: When today’s immigrants are asked, “Why
are you here?” they can justly respond, “We are here because you were there.” And now that they are here, as Mehta
demonstrates, immigrants bring great benefits, enabling countries and communities to flourish. Impassioned, rigorous, and richly
stocked with memorable stories and characters, This Land Is Our Land is a timely and necessary intervention, and a literary
polemic of the highest order.
Evaluates the impact of rapid economic growth and modernization on the country's rural and urban population, describing the
transformations of the twenty-first century that have profoundly changed the country.
Page 1/6

Online Library Maximum City Suketu Mehta Free
A "profound and provocative" new work by the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Disgraced and American Dervish: an immigrant
father and his son search for belonging—in post-Trump America, and with each other (Kirkus Reviews). One of the New York
Times 10 Best Books of the Year One of Barack Obama's Favorite Books of 2020 Finalist for the 2021 Andrew Carnegie Medal for
Excellence in Fiction A Best Book of 2020 * Washington Post * O Magazine * New York Times Book Review * Publishers Weekly
"Passionate, disturbing, unputdownable." —Salman Rushdie A deeply personal work about identity and belonging in a nation
coming apart at the seams, Homeland Elegies blends fact and fiction to tell an epic story of longing and dispossession in the world
that 9/11 made. Part family drama, part social essay, part picaresque novel, at its heart it is the story of a father, a son, and the
country they both call home. Ayad Akhtar forges a new narrative voice to capture a country in which debt has ruined countless
lives and the gods of finance rule, where immigrants live in fear, and where the nation's unhealed wounds wreak havoc around the
world. Akhtar attempts to make sense of it all through the lens of a story about one family, from a heartland town in America to
palatial suites in Central Europe to guerrilla lookouts in the mountains of Afghanistan, and spares no one—least of all himself—in the
process.
An enormously satisfying, exciting and enriching book, Vikram Chandra's novel draws the reader deep into the lives of detective
Sartaj Singh and Ganesh Gaitonde, the most wanted gangster in India. Sartaj, the only Sikh inspector in the whole of Mumbai, is
used to being identified by his turban, beard and the sharp cut of his trousers. But 'the silky Sikh' is now past forty, his marriage is
over and his career prospects are on the slide. When Sartaj gets an anonymous tip off as to the secret hideout of the legendary
boss of the G-company, he's determined that he'll be the one to collect the prize. This is a sprawling, epic novel of friendships and
betrayals, of terrible violence, of an astonishing modern city and its underworld. Drawing on the best of Victorian fiction, mystery
novels, Bollywood movies and Vikram Chandra's years of first hand research on the streets of Mumbai, this novel reads like a
potboiling page-turner but resonates with the intelligence and emotional depth of the best of literature.
Snigdha Poonam traveled through towns in northern India to investigate millennials, who are nothing like their Western counterparts. In a
country of exceptional ambition, crushing limitations, and toxic masculinity, she found clickbaiters, scammers, and hucksters, but also strivers
and student leaders hungry for change—a generation of dreamers.
This is a book about Johannesburg and one man’s place in it: a provocative, teasing, revealing, analytical and poetic text on the city and the
life rooted in its concrete streets. A high-water mark in Ivan Vladislavi?’s writing, Portrait with Keys is a sprawling yet comprehensive portrait
of his Joburg. His gaze roams freely across the decades, but the focus falls on the eve of the millennium. Neither a novel in any conventional
sense nor a collection of short stories, this chain of lyrical texts brings together memoir, history, snapshots, meditations, asides on arts and –
not least – observations on that essential urban accessory, the Gorilla steering lock. Home, habit, change, memory, mortality, friendship,
ghosts, gardens, walking, falling, selling and stealing are all part of this unique dossier of city life. Portrait with Keys is an extraordinary work,
both an oblique self-portrait of the author and a vivid recovery of where we have been all along.
The award-winning author Amit Chaudhuri has been widely praised for the beauty and subtle power of his writing and for the ways in which
he makes “place” as complex a character as his men and women. Now he brings these gifts to a spellbinding amalgam of memoir,
reportage, and history in this intimate, luminous portrait of Calcutta. Chaudhuri guides us through the city where he was born, the home he
loved as a child, the setting of his acclaimed novels—a place he now finds captivating for all the ways it has, and, perhaps more powerfully,
has not, changed. He shows us a city relatively untouched by the currents of globalization but possessed of a “self-renewing way of seeing,
of inhabiting space, of apprehending life.” He takes us along vibrant avenues and derelict alleyways; introduces us to intellectuals, Marxists,
members of the declining haute bourgeoisie, street vendors, domestic workers; brings to life the city’s sounds and smells, its architecture, its
traditional shops and restaurants, new malls and hotels. And, using the historic elections of 2011 as a fulcrum, Chaudhuri looks back to the
nineteenth century, when the city burst with a new vitality, and toward the politics of the present, finding a city “still not recovered from
history” yet possessed of a singular modernity. Chaudhuri observes and writes about Calcutta with rare candor and clarity, making graspable
the complex, ultimately ineluctable reasons for his passionate attachment to the place and its people.
Following her prize–winning collection Break Any Woman Down, Dana Johnson returns with a collection of bold stories set mostly in
downtown Los Angeles that examine large issues –love, class, race – and how they influence and define our most intimate moments. In "The
Liberace Museum," a mixed–race couple leave the South toward the destination of Vegas, crossing miles of road and history to the promised
land of consumption; in "Rogues," a young man on break from college lands in his brother's Inland Empire neighborhood during a rash of
unexplained robberies; in "She Deserves Everything She Gets," a woman listens to the strict advice given to her spoiled niece about going
away to college, reflecting on her own experience and the night she lost her best friend; and in the collection's title story, a man setting down
roots in downtown L.A. is haunted by the specter of both gentrification and a young female tourist, whose body was found in the water tower
of a neighboring building. With deep insight into character, intimate relationships, and the modern search for personal freedom, In the Not
Quite Dark is powerful new work that feels both urgent and timeless.
One autumn morning, Jia Jia walks into the bathroom of her lavish Beijing apartment to find her husband dead. One minute she was
breakfasting with him and packing for an upcoming trip, the next, she finds him motionless in their half-full bathtub. Like something out of a
dream, next to the tub Jia Jia discovers a pencil sketch of a strange watery figure, an image that swims into Jia Jia’s mind and won’t leave.
The mysterious drawing launches Jia Jia on an odyssey across contemporary Beijing, from its high-rise apartments to its hidden bars, as her
path crosses some of the people who call the city home, including a jaded bartender who may be able to offer her the kind of love she had
long thought impossible. Unencumbered by a marriage that had constrained her, Jia Jia travels into her past to try to discover things that
were left unsaid by the people closest to her. Her journey takes her to the high plains of Tibet, and even to a shadowy, watery otherworld, a
place she both yearns and fears to go. Exquisitely attuned to the complexities of human connection, and an atmospheric and cinematic
evocation of middle-class urban China, An Yu’s Braised Pork explores the intimate strangeness of grief, the indelible mysteries of unseen
worlds, and the energizing self-discovery of a newly empowered young woman.
Winner of the Overseas Press Club of America's Cornelius Ryan Award • Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in Nonfiction A New York Times Book
Review Notable Book • Named a Best Book of the Year by New York Magazine and The Progressive "A deeply honest and brave portrait of
of an individual sensibility reckoning with her country's violent role in the world." —Hisham Matar, The New York Times Book Review In the
wake of the September 11 attacks and the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq, Suzy Hansen, who grew up in an insular conservative town in New
Jersey, was enjoying early success as a journalist for a high-profile New York newspaper. Increasingly, though, the disconnect between the
chaos of world events and the response at home took on pressing urgency for her. Seeking to understand the Muslim world that had been
reduced to scaremongering headlines, she moved to Istanbul. Hansen arrived in Istanbul with romantic ideas about a mythical city perched
between East and West, and with a naïve sense of the Islamic world beyond. Over the course of her many years of living in Turkey and
traveling in Greece, Egypt, Afghanistan, and Iran, she learned a great deal about these countries and their cultures and histories and politics.
But the greatest, most unsettling surprise would be what she learned about her own country—and herself, an American abroad in the era of
American decline. It would take leaving her home to discover what she came to think of as the two Americas: the country and its people, and
the experience of American power around the world. She came to understand that anti-Americanism is not a violent pathology. It is, Hansen
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writes, “a broken heart . . . A one-hundred-year-old relationship.” Blending memoir, journalism, and history, and deeply attuned to the voices
of those she met on her travels, Notes on a Foreign Country is a moving reflection on America’s place in the world. It is a powerful journey of
self-discovery and revelation—a profound reckoning with what it means to be American in a moment of grave national and global turmoil.
“[A] sharply observed study . . . richly detailed portraits.”—Economist Somini Sengupta emigrated from Calcutta to California as a young child
in 1975. Returning thirty years later as the bureau chief for The New York Times, she found a vastly different country: one defined as much
by aspiration and possibility—at least by the illusion of possibility—as it is by the structures of sex and caste. The End of Karma is an
exploration of this new India through the lens of young people from different worlds: a woman who becomes a Maoist rebel; a brother
charged for the murder of his sister, who had married the “wrong” man; a woman who opposes her family and hopes to become a police
officer. Driven by aspiration—and thwarted at every step by state and society—they are making new demands on India’s democracy for
equality of opportunity, dignity for girls, and civil liberties. Sengupta spotlights these stories of ordinary men and women, weaving together a
groundbreaking portrait of a country in turmoil.
A “smart, compassionate and elegant” debut novel about an Asian-Indian immigrant family from Nairobi and the secrets they keep from each
other (Lauren Groff, author of Florida). The Chandaria family—emigrants from the Asian-Indian enclave of Nairobi—has managed to flourish in
America. Premchand, the father, is a doctor who has worked doggedly to grow his practice and give his family security; his wife, Urmila, runs
a business importing artisanal Kenyan crafts; and their son, Sunil, after quitting the premed track, has been accepted to a PhD program in
philosophy at Harvard. But the parents have kept a very important secret from Sunil: His cousin, Bimal, is actually his older brother. When this
previously hidden history is revealed by an unforeseen accident, and the entire family is forced to return to Nairobi, Sunil confesses his own
well-kept, explosive secret: His Jewish-American girlfriend, who has accompanied him to Kenya, is, in fact, already his wife. Spanning four
generations and three continents, The Limits of the World illuminates the vast mosaic of cultural divisions and ethical considerations that
shape the ways in which we judge one another’s actions. A dazzling debut novel—written with rare empathy and insight—it is a powerful
depiction of how we prevent ourselves, unwittingly and otherwise, from understanding the people we are closest to.
A fast-paced, hair-raising journey around Karachi in the company of those who know the city inside out - from an electrifying new voice in
narrative non-fiction. Karachi. Pakistan’s largest city is a sprawling metropolis of twenty million people, twice the size of New York City. It is a
place of political turbulence in which those who have power wield it with brutal and partisan force. It takes an insider to know where is safe,
who to trust, and what makes Karachi tick. In this powerful debut, Samira Shackle explores the city of her mother’s birth in the company of a
handful of Karachiites. Among them is Safdar the ambulance driver, who knows the city’s streets and shortcuts intimately and will stop at
nothing to help his fellow citizens. There is Parveen, the activist whose outspoken views on injustice repeatedly lead her towards danger. And
there is Zille, the hardened journalist whose commitment to getting the best scoops puts him at increasing risk. Their individual experiences
unfold and converge, as Shackle tells the bigger story of Karachi over the past decade as it endures a terrifying crime wave: a period in which
the Taliban arrive in Pakistan, adding to the daily perils for its residents and pushing their city into the international spotlight. Writing with
intimate local knowledge and a global perspective, Shackle paints a vivid portrait of one of the most complex and compelling cities in the
world, a city where the borders blur between politicians and gangsters and between lawful and unlawful, as dangerous new forces of violent
extremism are pitted against old networks of power.

Shortlisted for the 2018 Ondaatje Prize Shortlisted for the Stanford Dolman Travel Book of the Year A masterful and
entirely fresh portrait of great hopes and dashed dreams in a mythical city from a major new literary voice. Everything that
could possibly be wrong with a city was wrong with Calcutta. When Kushanava Choudhury arrived in New Jersey at the
age of twelve, he had already migrated halfway around the world four times. After graduating from Princeton, he moved
back to the world which his immigrant parents had abandoned, to a city built between a river and a swamp, where the
moisture-drenched air swarms with mosquitos after sundown. Once the capital of the British Raj, and then India's
industrial and cultural hub, by 2001 Calcutta was clearly past its prime. Why, his relatives beseeched him, had he
returned? Surely, he could have moved to Delhi, Bombay or Bangalore, where a new Golden Age of consumption was
being born. Yet fifteen million people still lived in Calcutta. Working for the Statesman, its leading English newspaper,
Kushanava Choudhury found the streets of his childhood unchanged by time. Shouting hawkers still overran the
footpaths, fish-sellers squatted on bazaar floors; politics still meant barricades and bus burnings, while Communist
ministers travelled in motorcades. Sifting through the chaos for the stories that never make the papers, Kushanava
Choudhury paints a soulful, compelling portrait of the everyday lives that make Calcutta. Written with humanity, wit and
insight, The Epic City is an unforgettable depiction of an era, and a city which is a world unto itself.
Corrosive, funny, and frightening--one of the year's most absorbing first novels "My general incompetence and laziness
at work had been apparent for so long that I now think it was arrogant of Mr. Gupta to pick me as his money man. I am
the type of person who does not make sure that a file includes all the pages it must have or that the pages are in the right
order. I refuse to accept even properly placed blame, lying outright that somebody else misplaced the completed forms or
spilled tea on them, even though I was the last one to sign them out, or had the soggy papers still on my desk." As an
inspector for the Physical Education Department in the Delhi school system, Ram Karan supports his widowed daughter
and eight-year-old granddaughter by collecting bribes for a small-time Congress Party boss. On the eve of Rajiv Gandhi's
assassination, one reckless act bares the lifetime of violence and sexual shame behind Ram's dingy public career and
involves him in a farcical, but terrifying, political campaign that could cost him his life. An astonishing character study, a
portrait of a family--and a country--tormented by the past, Akhil Sharma's An Obedient Father recalls Dostoyevsky's guiltridden anti-heroes in this fully formed debut novel.
"A close-knit family is delivered from near-destitution to sudden wealth after the narrator's uncle founds a successful
spice company. As the narrator--a sensitive young man who is never named--his sister, his parents, and his uncle move
from a cramped, ant-infested shack to a larger house and begin to grow accustomed to their newfound wealth, the family
dynamics begin to shift. Allegiances and desires realign; marriages are arranged and begin to falter; and conflict brews
ominously in the background. Things begin to become 'ghachar ghochar'--a nonsense phrase that, to the narrator, comes
to mean something entangled beyond repair"-From the acclaimed historian and New Yorker writer comes this urgent manifesto on the dilemma of nationalism and the
erosion of liberalism in the twenty-first century. At a time of much despair over the future of liberal democracy, Jill Lepore
makes a stirring case for the nation in This America, a follow-up to her much-celebrated history of the United States,
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These Truths. With dangerous forms of nationalism on the rise, Lepore, a Harvard historian and New Yorker staff writer,
repudiates nationalism here by explaining its long history—and the history of the idea of the nation itself—while calling for a
“new Americanism”: a generous patriotism that requires an honest reckoning with America’s past. Lepore begins her
argument with a primer on the origins of nations, explaining how liberalism, the nation-state, and liberal nationalism,
developed together. Illiberal nationalism, however, emerged in the United States after the Civil War—resulting in the
failure of Reconstruction, the rise of Jim Crow, and the restriction of immigration. Much of American history, Lepore
argues, has been a battle between these two forms of nationalism, liberal and illiberal, all the way down to the nation’s
latest, bitter struggles over immigration. Defending liberalism, as This America demonstrates, requires making the case
for the nation. But American historians largely abandoned that defense in the 1960s when they stopped writing national
history. By the 1980s they’d stopped studying the nation-state altogether and embraced globalism instead. “When
serious historians abandon the study of the nation,” Lepore tellingly writes, “nationalism doesn’t die. Instead, it eats
liberalism.” But liberalism is still in there, Lepore affirms, and This America is an attempt to pull it out. “In a world made
up of nations, there is no more powerful way to fight the forces of prejudice, intolerance, and injustice than by a
dedication to equality, citizenship, and equal rights, as guaranteed by a nation of laws.” A manifesto for a better nation,
and a call for a “new Americanism,” This America reclaims the nation’s future by reclaiming its past.
Meet Leela: nineteen, charismatic and fearlessly outspoken. With her sharp wit and stubborn optimism, she is the best
paid bar dancer on Bombay's notorious Mira Road. Leela has a 'husband' (who is already married), a few lovers whose
names she can't remember, an insufferable mother camping out in her flat and an adored best friend, Priya - the most
beautiful woman she has ever seen. But when the dance bars are banned, Leela's proud independence faces its greatest
test. In a city where everyone is certain that someone, somewhere, is worse off than them, Leela fights to survive - and
win.
In place-names lie stories. That’s the truth that animates this fascinating journey through the names of New York City’s
streets and parks, boroughs and bridges, playgrounds and neighborhoods. Exploring the power of naming to shape
experience and our sense of place, Joshua Jelly-Schapiro traces the ways in which native Lenape, Dutch settlers, British
invaders, and successive waves of immigrants have left their marks on the city’s map. He excavates the roots of many
names, from Brooklyn to Harlem, that have gained iconic meaning worldwide. He interviews the last living speakers of
Lenape, visits the harbor’s forgotten islands, lingers on street corners named for ballplayers and saints, and meets
linguists who study the estimated eight hundred languages now spoken in New York. As recent arrivals continue to find
new ways to make New York’s neighborhoods their own, the names that stick to the city’s streets function not only as
portals to explore the past but also as a means to reimagine what is possible now.
Maxis book is an honest account of the whole Exotic Dance scene, good and bad, written by an insider who loves being
an Exotic Dancer and isnt ashamed of her art, her life or her world. Its funny, wry, and candid and includes an excellent
history of Exotic Dancing that goes back to Neolithic times.
Kaiwan Mehta takes the reader for a walk through the streets and past the buildings of the 'native town' of colonial
Bombay, reading their histories and excavating their memories, while continuing to negotiate their present context. This
historic neighbourhood of Mumbai, fondly referred to as Bhuleshwar, has remained a residential and religious hub as
before, while thriving as the city's essential commercial marketplace today. Alice in Bhuleshwar is also a story of the
people who have lived in these buildings: unsung icons like Premiji and Saroj Pathak, famed artistes like Jayashankar
'Sundari', and others who have inhabited these buildings which breathe in the salty air of Mumbai and speak to those
who care to listen. Kaiwan Mehta has studied Architecture, Literature, Indian Aesthetics and Cultural Studies. He is
currently pursuing a doctorate at the Centre for the Study of Culture and Society, Bangalore. While being involved in
teaching, writing and research on architecture and the city, he has been associated with many institutions like KRV
Institute for Architecture, Mumbai, Jnanapravaha, Mumbai and Akademie Schloss Solitude, Stuttgart.
Reversing his parents immigrant path, a young writer returns to India and discovers an old country making itself new.
Anand Giridharadas sensed something was afoot as his plane prepared to land in Bombay. An elderly passenger looked
at him and said, Were all trying to go that way, pointing to the rear. You, youre going this way. Giridharadas was
returning to the land of his ancestors, amid an unlikely economic boom. But he was interested less in its gold rush than in
its cultural upheaval, as a new generation has sought to reconcile old traditions with new ambitions. In India Calling,
Giridharadas brings to life the people and the dilemmas of India today, as seen through the prism of his migr family
history and his childhood memories. He blends the objectivity of the outsider with the intimacy of the insider. The result is
India seen at once from within and without. Giridharadas introduces us to entrepreneurs, radicals, industrialists and
religious seekers, but, most of all, to Indian families. Through their stories, and his own, he paints an intimate portrait of a
country becoming modern while striving to remain itself.
Shantaram introduced millions of readers to a cast of unforgettable characters in the hidden heart of Bombay through Lin, an
Australian fugitive, working as a passport forger for a branch of the Bombay mafia. In The Mountain Shadow, the long awaited
sequel, Lin must find his way in a Bombay run by a different generation of mafia dons, playing by a different set of rules. It has
been two years since the events in Shantaram, and since Lin lost two people he had come to love: his father figure, Khaderbhai,
and his soul mate, Karla, married to a handsome Indian media tycoon. Lin returns from a smuggling trip to a city that seems to
have changed too much, too soon. Many of his old friends are long gone, the new mafia leadership has become entangled in
increasingly violent and dangerous intrigues, and a fabled holy man challenges everything that Lin thought he'd learned about love
and life. But Lin can't leave the Island City: Karla, and a fatal promise, won't let him go.
With imaginative lushness and narrative elan, Mehta provides a novel that combines Indian storytelling with thoroughly modern
perceptions into the nature of love--love both carnal and sublime, treacherous and redeeming. "Conveys a world that is spiritual,
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foreign, and entirely accessible."--Vanity Fair. Reading tour.
Bombay is a city that never sleeps - its population and its geography put a premium on space, but a lot of 'living' happens on the
street. Exploring the city in all of its glory, 'Bombay Mix' brings together the street photographs of Ketaki Sheth, taken from a period
of almost 20 years.
The gods of poetry and death descend on a house in India to vie for the soul of a wounded monkey. A bargain is struck: the
monkey must tell a story, and if he can keep his audience entertained, he shall live. The result is Red Earth and Pouring Rain,
Vikram Chandra's astonishing, vibrant novel. Interweaving tales of nineteenth-century India with modern America, it stands in the
tradition of The Thousand and One Nights, a work of vivid imagination and a celebration of the power of storytelling itself. 'A
dazzling first novel written with such originality and intensity as to be not merely drawing on myth but making it.' Sunday Times
"A literary thrill ride operated by complex and memorable characters . . . a plot worthy of Philip K. Dick, William Gibson, and Martin
Cruz Smith." The murder of a friend. Conspiracy on a global scale. A near-future, dystopic world run by corporations, where
nothing is as it seems and everything is part of something else. Technology and everyday life are inseparable, and information is a
weapon that can save your life--or kill you. Exiled to a damp Southeast Asian republic, journalist True Ailey relentlessly searches
the war-ravaged peninsula for the killers and the truth. Virtually True, by award-winning journalist Adam Penenberg, is a non-stop
roller-coaster ride for the mind. Now boarding.
Set in Bombay in the mid-1990s, Family Matters tells a story of familial love and obligation, of personal and political corruption, of
the demands of tradition and the possibilities for compassion. Nariman Vakeel, the patriarch of a small discordant family, is beset
by Parkinson’s and haunted by memories of his past. He lives with his two middle-aged stepchildren, Coomy, bitter and
domineering, and her brother, Jal, mild-mannered and acquiescent. But the burden of the illness worsens the already strained
family relationships. Soon, their sweet-tempered half-sister, Roxana, is forced to assume sole responsibility for her bedridden
father. And Roxana’s husband, besieged by financial worries, devises a scheme of deception involving his eccentric employer at a
sporting goods store, setting in motion a series of events that leads to the narrative’s moving outcome. Family Matters has all the
richness, the gentle humour, and the narrative sweep that have earned Mistry the highest of accolades around the world.
A native of Bombay, Suketu Mehta gives us an insider’s view of this stunning metropolis. He approaches the city from unexpected
angles, taking us into the criminal underworld of rival Muslim and Hindu gangs, following the life of a bar dancer raised amid
poverty and abuse, opening the door into the inner sanctums of Bollywood, and delving into the stories of the countless villagers
who come in search of a better life and end up living on the sidewalks. As each individual story unfolds, Mehta also recounts his
own efforts to make a home in Bombay after more than twenty years abroad. Candid, impassioned, funny, and heartrending,
Maximum City is a revelation of an ancient and ever-changing world.
Maximum CityBombay Lost and FoundVintage
A collection of classic, yet shockingly contemporary, short stories set in the vibrant world of mid-century Bombay, from one of
India’s greatest writers. Arriving in 1930s Bombay, Saadat Hasan Manto discovered a city like no other. A metropolis for all, and
an exhilarating hub of license and liberty, bursting with both creative energy and helpless despondency. A journalist, screenwriter,
and editor, Manto is best known as a master of the short story, and Bombay was his lifelong muse. Vividly bringing to life the city’s
seedy underbelly—the prostitutes, pimps, and gangsters that filled its streets—as well as the aspiring writers and actors who arrived
looking for fame, here are all of Manto’s Bombay-based stories, together in English for the very first time. By turns humorous and
fantastical, Manto’s tales are the provocative and unflinching lives of those forgotten by humanity.
It’s the city the rest of the world descends on to party…. whether for the spectacular annual Carnival, the sun-kissed beaches, the World Cup,
or, in 2016, the Olympics. It’s also a place that’s sadly become synonymous with some of the excesses of partying, the dark underbelly that
accompanies any urban hedonist’s destination. But these are just two images of Rio. There are countless others: opulent seat of two former
empires; stronghold of brutal, twentieth-century dictatorships; sprawling metropolis stretched between stunning mountain tops and equally
stunningeconomic extremes – from the affluence of neighbourhoods like Leblon and Ipanema, to the overcrowded slums in the foothills, the
favelas. This anthology brings together ten short stories that go beyond the postcards and snapshots, and introduce us to real residents of
Rio – the cariocas: young hopefuls training to be the next stars of samba, exhausted labourers press-ganged into meeting an impossible
construction deadline (the nation’s pride being at stake), bored call-girls, nostalgic drag queens, married couples having petty middle-class
domestics…. These are characters who’ve developed a deep understanding of Rio’s contradictions, a way of living with the grey areas –
between the grime and the glitz – that make Rio the ‘marvellous city’ it is.
In Capital, Commonwealth Prize–winning author Rana Dasgupta examines one of the great trends of our time: the expansion of the global
elite. Capital is an intimate portrait of the city of Delhi which bears witness to the extraordinary transmogrification of India’s capital. But it also
offers a glimpse of what capitalism will become in the coming, post-Western world. The story of Delhi is a parable for where we are all
headed. The boom following the opening up of India’s economy plunged Delhi into a tumult of destruction and creation: slums and markets
were ripped down, and shopping malls and apartment blocks erupted from the ruins. Many fortunes were made, and in the glassy stores
nestled among the new highways, customers paid for global luxury with bags of cash. But the transformation was stern, abrupt and
fantastically unequal, and it gave rise to strange and bewildering feelings. The city brimmed with ambition and rage. Violent crimes stole the
headlines. In the style of V. S. Naipaul’s now classic personal journeys, Dasgupta shows us this city through the eyes of its people. With the
lyricism and empathy of a novelist, Dasgupta takes us through a series of encounters – with billionaires and bureaucrats, drug dealers and
metal traders, slum dwellers and psychoanalysts – which plunge us into Delhi’s intoxicating, and sometimes terrifying, story of capitalist
transformation. Together these people comprise a generation on the cusp, like that of Gilded Age New York: who they are, and what they
want, says a tremendous amount about what the world will look like in the rest of the twenty-first century. Interweaving over a century of
history with his personal journey, Dasgupta presents us with the first literary portrait of one of the twenty-first century’s fastest-growing
megalopolises – a dark and uncanny portrait that gives us insights, too, as to the nature of our own – everyone’s – shared, global future.
Crowded, hot, subject to violent swings in climate, with a government unable or unwilling to face the most vital challenges, the rich and poor
increasingly living in worlds apart; for most of the world, this picture is of a possible future. For India, it is the very real present. In this lyrical
exploration of life, loss, and survival, Meera Subramanian travels in search of the ordinary people and microenterprises determined to revive
India's ravaged natural world: an engineer-turned-farmer brings organic food to Indian plates; villagers resuscitate a river run dry; cook stove
designers persist on the quest for a smokeless fire; biologists bring vultures back from the brink of extinction; and in Bihar, one of India's most
impoverished states, a bold young woman teaches adolescents the fundamentals of sexual health. While investigating these five
environmental challenges, Subramanian discovers the stories that renew hope for a nation with the potential to lead India and the planet into
a sustainable and prosperous future.
When King Charles Ii Of England Married Princess Catherine De Braganza Of Portugal In 1661, He Received As Part Of His Dowry The Isles
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Of Bom Bahia, The Good Bay. Reclaimed From The Sea, These Would Become The Modern City Of Bombay. A Marriage Of Affluence And
Abject Poverty, Where A Grey Concrete Jungle Is The Backdrop To A Heady Potpourri Of Ethnic, Linguistic And Religious Subcultures,
Bombay, Renamed Mumbai After The Goddess Mumbadevi, Defies Definition. Bombay, Meri Jaan, Comprising Poems And Prose Pieces By
Some Of The Biggest Names In Literature, In Addition To Cartoons, Photographs, A Song And A Bombay Duck Recipe, Tries To Capture
The Spirit Of This Great Metropolis. Salman Rushdie, Pico Iyer, Dilip Chitre, Saadat Hasan Manto, V.S. Naipaul, Khushwant Singh And
Busybee, Among Others, Write About Aspects Of The City: The High-Rise Apartments And The Slums; Camaraderie And Isolation In The
Crowded Chawls; Bhelpuri On The Beach And Cricket In The Gully; The Women'S Compartment Of A Local Train; Encounter Cops Who
Battle The Underworld; The Jazz Culture Of The Sixties; The Monsoon Floods; The Shiv Sena; The Cinema Halls; The Sea. Vibrant,
Engaging And Provocative, This Is An Anthology As Rich And Varied As The City It Celebrates.
Winner Of The 2005 Kiriyama Prize For Non-Fiction Suketu Mehta Left Bombay At The Age Of 14. Twenty-One Years Later He Returned To
Rediscover The City. The Result Is This Stunning, Brilliantly Illuminating Portrait Of The Megalopolis And Its People-A Book, Seven Years In
The Making, That Is As Vast, As Diverse, As Rich In Experience, Incident And Sensation As The City Itself. Extraordinary . . . The Best Book
Yet Written About That Great, Ruined Metropolis -Salman Rushdie Like One Of Bombay S Teeming Chawls, Maximum City Is Part
Nightmare And Part Millennial Hallucination, Filled With Detail, Drama And A Richly Varied Cast Of Characters. In His Quest To Plumb Both
The Grimy Depths And Radiant Heights Of The Continent That Is Bombay, Suketu Mehta Has Taken Travel Writing To An Entirely New
Level. This Is A Gripping, Compellingly Readable Account Of A Love Affair With A City: I Couldn T Put It Down -Amitav Ghosh Bombay Gets
Its Boswell, His Chronicle As Sprawling And Enchanting As His Subject'-India Today A Seething, Rumbling, Deeply Compassionate BreakDance Of A Book -Hindu Narrative Reporting At Its Finest, Probably The Best Work Of Nonfiction To Come Out Of India In Recent Years . . .
Mehta Succeeds So Brilliantly In Taking The Pulse Of This Riotous Urban Jungle -New York Times Book Review Mehta S Tales, Pounding
Along In The Present Tense, Read Like A Modern Arabian Nights, Only Crueller, More Poignant, More Real. . .Part Memoir, Part Journalism,
Part Travelogue, Maximum City Is A Tour De Force -The Times The Mother Of All Mumbai Books . . . Stunningly Written -Time Out Mumbai
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