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Martin Luther Catholic Dissident
A thought-provoking reflection on the practice and history of pilgrimage, and a compelling
exploration of its relevance today.
Modern Church History: whole libraries could be filled with published books on this subject. Yet
this present volume has a distinctive feature: it is written from an African perspective. It may
indeed be the first book written on this subject explicitly from this perspective. And for the
author, it has been a life-transforming experience. He has found challenges at every turn: there
has been for him a shaking of the foundations in relation to cultural norms, historical
presuppositions, and spiritual stereotypes. It has been provocatively affirmed that the future of
Christianity is African. The first aim of this book is, appropriately enough, to enable African
readers better to understand the significance, for them, of the last half-millennium of global
Church History. However, it is hoped that non-African readers will find, from this different
perspective, new and creative understandings of the subject a subject which is becoming
increasingly pertinent in todays global village.
Frank Longford often said during his long life that he would like his epitaph to be 'the outcast's
outcast'. It summed up a long career as a politician, writer and campaigner on social and
prison policy. This biography reveals one of the twentieth century's most intriguing figures.
This is a complete guide to the oldest institution in the Western world - the Catholic Church.
Explore the essential beliefs and practices of the religion and delve into its long and fascinating
history. From the significance of Rome and the importance of the Papacy, to current issues
such as science, contraception and new movements within the faith, learn what it means to be
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Catholic today. NOT GOT MUCH TIME? One, five and ten-minute introductions to key
principles to get you started. AUTHOR INSIGHTS Lots of instant help with common problems
and quick tips for success, based on the author's many years of experience. TEST
YOURSELF Tests in the book and online to keep track of your progress. EXTEND YOUR
KNOWLEDGE Extra online articles at www.teachyourself.com to give you a richer
understanding of psychology. FIVE THINGS TO REMEMBER Quick refreshers to help you
remember the key facts. TRY THIS Innovative exercises illustrate what you've learnt and how
to use it.
The story of Catholicism in Britain from the Reformation to the present day, from a master of
popular history – 'A first-class storyteller' The Times Throughout the three hundred years that
followed the Act of Supremacy – which, by making Henry VIII head of the Church, confirmed in
law the breach with Rome – English Catholics were prosecuted, persecuted and penalised for
the public expression of their faith. Even after the passing of the emancipation acts Catholics
were still the victims of institutionalised discrimination. The first book to tell the story of the
Catholics in Britain in a single volume, The Catholics includes much previously unpublished
information. It focuses on the lives, and sometimes deaths, of individual Catholics – martyrs
and apostates, priests and laymen, converts and recusants. It tells the story of the men and
women who faced the dangers and difficulties of being what their enemies still call ‘Papists’. It
describes the laws which circumscribed their lives, the political tensions which influenced their
position within an essentially Anglican nation and the changes in dogma and liturgy by which
Rome increasingly alienated their Protestant neighbours – and sometime even tested the
loyalty of faithful Catholics. The survival of Catholicism in Britain is the triumph of more than
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simple faith. It is the victory of moral and spiritual unbending certainty. Catholicism survives
because it does not compromise. It is a characteristic that excites admiration in even a
hardened atheist.
Pope Francis, Politics and the Mabanta Boy is Sheka Tarawalie’s autobiography tracing his
early life in Sierra Leone, through imprisonment and being declared a ‘wanted man’, before
his exile to the UK. The book also remembers his political appointment. Working through
continual conflict and confrontation with his government colleagues and the President who
appointed him, Sheka still managed to be within the system for several years and at the same
time make landmark inputs. In addition – while recounting the circumstances of his meeting
with Pope Francis at the Vatican in his official capacity – Sheka delves into the history of the
Church, the powers of the Pope, the child sex abuse scandals – even the historical ‘sins’ of
the Crusades, the Transatlantic slave trade and the sale of indulgences which led to the
Reformation. A book that is likely to stir debate, Pope Francis, Politics and the Mabanta Boy
goes on to confront the many delicate issues around contemporary Islamic fundamentalism, Al
Qaeda and Islamic State.
What does it mean to be a Catholic in today's world? What distinguishes the modern Catholic
from anyone else? At a time when the Vatican provokes hostility by its opposition to
contraception, abortion and the use of condoms in fighting AIDS, how many Catholics share its
views? And if they don't, how can they in good conscience stay in the Church? These are
among the many questions that writer and broadcaster Peter Stanford is addressing here.
There is a whole spectrum of response in this entertaining and enlightening collection.
'Fascinating... a surprisingly uplifting book.' Sunday Telegraph 'A hard-hitting book which
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criticizes as much as it praises... it should be read by anyone interested in the phenomenon of
organized religion.' Spectator
‘A hugely enjoyable, eccentric account of clerical heroism in the face of evil.’ Observer
‘Comedy and tragedy run side by side… Bracing and lively.’ The Times ‘An admiring study of
priests and ministers who have put their lives on the line.’ BBC History Magazine Who says
you can't fight fascism in a cassock? Wherever fascism has taken root, it has met with
resistance. From taking a bullet for a frightened schoolgirl in Alabama to saving Greek Jews
from extermination by way of fake IDs, each of the fifteen hard-drinking, chain-smoking clerics
featured in this book were willing to risk their lives for what they believed.

In this fascinating historical and cultural biography, writer and broadcaster Peter
Stanford deconstructs that most vilified of Bible characters: Judas Iscariot, who
famously betrayed Jesus with a kiss. Beginning with the gospel accounts, Peter
explores two thousand years of cultural and theological history to investigate how the
very name Judas came to be synonymous with betrayal and, ultimately, human evil. But
as Peter points out, there has long been a counter-current of thought that suggests that
Judas might in fact have been victim of a terrible injustice: central to Jesus' mission was
his death and resurrection, and for there to have been a death, there had to be a
betrayal. This thankless role fell to Judas; should we in fact be grateful to him for his
role in the divine drama of salvation? 'You'll have to decide,' as Bob Dylan sang in the
sixties, 'Whether Judas Iscariot had God on his side'. An essential but doomed
character in the Passion narrative, and thus the entire story of Christianity, Judas and
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the betrayal he symbolises continue to play out in much larger cultural histories,
speaking as he does to our deepest fears about friendship, betrayal and the problem of
evil. Judas: the ultimate traitor, or the ultimate scapegoat? This is a compelling portrait
of Christianity's most troubling and mysterious character.
Published to mark the 500th anniversary of the events of 1517, Reformation Divided
explores the impact in England of the cataclysmic transformations of European
Christianity in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. The religious revolution initiated
by Martin Luther is usually referred to as 'The Reformation', a tendentious description
implying that the shattering of the medieval religious foundations of Europe was a
single process, in which a defective form of Christianity was replaced by one that was
unequivocally benign, 'the midwife of the modern world'. The book challenges these
assumptions by tracing the ways in which the project of reforming Christendom from
within, initiated by Christian 'humanists' like Erasmus and Thomas More, broke apart
into conflicting and often murderous energies and ideologies, dividing not only Catholic
from Protestant, but creating deep internal rifts within all the churches which emerged
from Europe's religious conflicts. The book is in three parts: In 'Thomas More and
Heresy', Duffy examines how and why England's greatest humanist apparently
abandoned the tolerant humanism of his youthful masterpiece Utopia, and became the
bitterest opponent of the early Protestant movement. 'Counter-Reformation England'
explores the ways in which post-Reformation English Catholics accommodated
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themselves to a complex new identity as persecuted religious dissidents within their
own country, but in a European context, active participants in the global renewal of the
Catholic Church. The book's final section 'The Godly and the Conversion of England'
considers the ideals and difficulties of radical reformers attempting to transform the
conventional Protestantism of post-Reformation England into something more ardent
and committed. In addressing these subjects, Duffy shines new light on the fratricidal
ideological conflicts which lasted for more than a century, and whose legacy continues
to shape the modern world.
Martin Luther was so troubled by the sale of indulgences (pardons for sins granted by
the Pope) that, in 1517, he nailed ninety-five theses to the doors of the church and the
castle at Wittenberg. This act began one of the most momentous periods of change in
history: the Reformation. So much has been written on Luther that anyone with no prior
knowledge wishing to find out about him is bound to be confronted with the question
'where do I start?' This book is an introduction, succinct and readable, but historically
sound. It covers or summarises Luther's major works and the main events of his life. It
invites the reader to meet him at his study desk, in the lecture hall, in the pulpit and at
the dinner table. Based on Luther's own writings, the reader can be sure that this is the
real Luther, the genuine article; not an account influenced by the author's own views or
bias, but the actual man behind the arguments.
The need to understand religion and the role it plays in our world has never been more
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pressing. The beliefs and actions of the planet's 2 billion Christians, 1.2 billion Muslims,
800 million Hindus and 700 million followers of other religions has an impact on every
aspect of war and peace, ethics, politics, reproduction, family and social structure
across every civilization and continent. 50 Religion Ideas You Really Need to Know
aims to lift the clouds of confusion surrounding religion and to address its key issues.
What is the 'Golden Rule' and how does it unite religious people? How did the divisions
arise between Catholics and Protestants and what do they mean for us today? What
are the differences between Anglicanism, Methodism, Baptism and Presbyterianism?
What separates Sunni Muslims from Shi'a Muslims? What does it mean to be Jewish?
Award-winning writer Peter Stanford answers these and a myriad other questions in 50
Religion Ideas You Really Need to Know. Both readable and informative, it will appeal
to anyone who wants to understand one of the most powerful and enduring forces
shaping our world.
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT CATHOLICISM, ALL IN ONE PLACE
This is your go-to guide to the Catholic faith. It covers the basics and history of
Catholicism, the Catholic Church today and teachings and traditions. It is your
comprehensive and essential account of Catholic doctrine, faith and history. On the
world stage, Catholicism is the largest of the branches of Christianity with over 1.2
billion followers. How has the Catholic Church's message reached into every corner of
the globe, and what challenges does it face now and in the future? Catholicism: A
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Complete Introduction is a thorough and structured overview of the subject, covering
the basics of the faith, the history of Catholicism, the role of the papacy, and teachings
and traditions within the Church. It includes topics as diverse as the role of women in
the Catholic Church, the celebrity of the Pope, and how 2000-year-old traditions still
shape what it is to be a Catholic in the 21st century. Broken down into easy-to read
parts, it includes insights, topic summaries and case studies to encourage further study
and reflection. This edition also examines the 'Francis effect', the extraordinary global
impact of the election of Pope Francis in 2013, and the shift his arrival has caused
within and outside of the Church. Whether you simply want to expand your knowledge
of the Catholic faith, or you're studying for an exam or essay, Catholicism: A Complete
Introduction is your essential guide. ABOUT THE SERIES The Complete Introduction
series is the ultimate one-stop guide for anyone wanting a comprehensive and
accessible entry point into subjects as diverse as philosophy, mathematics, psychology
and practical electronics. Loved by students and perfect for general readers who simply
want to learn more about the world around them, these books are your first choice for
discovering something new.
For William Butler Yeats, Dante Alighieri was "the chief imagination of Christendom."
For T. S. Eliot, he was of supreme importance, both as poet and philosopher. Coleridge
championed his introduction to an English readership. Tennyson based his poem
"Ulysses" on lines from the Inferno. Byron chastised an "Ungrateful Florence" for exiling
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Dante. The Divine Comedy resonates across five hundred years of our literary canon.
In Dante in Love, A. N. Wilson presents a glittering study of an artist and his world,
arguing that without an understanding of medieval Florence, it is impossible to grasp
the meaning of Dante's great poem. He explains how the Italian states were at that time
locked into violent feuds, mirrored in the ferocious competition between the Holy
Roman Empire and the Papacy. He shows how Dante's preoccupations with classical
mythology, numerology, and the great Christian philosophers inform every line of the
Comedy. Dante in Love also explores the enigma of the man who never wrote about
the mother of his children, yet immortalized the mysterious Beatrice whom he barely
knew. With a biographer's eye for detail and a novelist's comprehension of the creative
process, A. N. Wilson paints a masterful portrait of Dante Alighieri and unlocks one of
the seminal works of literature for a new generation of readers.
This book examines the meaning of Brexit, the election of Trump and the rising tide of
populist revolt on the right amidst the collapse of the left. Exploring the reaction against
the establishment or ‘the system’, the author contends that we are witnessing a new
divide between those who wish to see an interconnected world and those who seek
distance: as transport and technology shrink the world, we witness a backlash that
favours protectionism and opposes immigration. Distance is the new frontier: for some,
remote players are rejected in favour of identities closer to home. This divide plays out
in relation to the notion of ‘face’, as individuals react to ‘faceless’ organisations and
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processes such as globalisation and automation, responding to a sense of alienation on
social media and developing a conception of themselves as networked individuals.
Thus, we move towards a type of society characterised not by honour and dishonour, or
right and wrong, but by voice and choice. A fascinating and very accessible analysis of
the divisions and transformations that have come to dominate the contemporary
landscape, this book will appeal to political leaders and social scientists with interests in
globalisation, social movements and social theory.
'A compelling biography of one of the greatest men of the modern age. Stanford is
particularly brilliant on the tensions inside Luther's private and spiritual life. This is a
very fine book, written with a flourish.' Melvyn Bragg The 31st of October 2017 marks
the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther pinning his 95 'Theses' - or reform proposals - to
the door of his local university church in Wittenberg. Most scholars now agree that the
details of this eye-catching gesture are more legend than hammer and nails, but what is
certainly true is that on this day (probably in a letter to his local Archbishop in Mainz),
the Augustinian Friar and theologian issued an outspokenly blunt challenge to his own
Catholic Church to reform itself from within - especially over the sale of 'indulgences' which ultimately precipitated a huge religious and political upheaval right across Europe
and divided mainstream Christianity ever after. A new, popular biography from journalist
Peter Stanford, looking at Martin Luther from within his Catholic context, examining his
actual aims for Catholicism as well as his enduring legacy - and where he might fit
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within the church today. 'Peter Stanford makes the life of Luther into a thrilling narrative,
told from a modern Catholic perspective' Antonia Fraser
In Catholic Matters, Father Neuhaus addresses the many controversies that have marked
recent decades of American Catholicism. Looking beyond these troubles to ?the splendor of
truth” that constitutes the Church, he proposes a forward-thinking way of being Catholic in
America. Drawing on his personal encounters with the late John Paul II and Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger, now Pope Benedict XVI, Neuhaus describes their hope for a springtime of world
evangelization, Christian unity, and Catholic renewal. Catholic Matters reveals a vibrant
Church, strengthened and unified by hardship and on the cusp of a great revival in spiritual
vitality and an even greater contribution to our common life.
Catholicism - an Introduction is a comprehensive guide to the history, key beliefs and practices
of the Catholic faith.
A thought-provoking reflection on the practice and history of pilgrimage, and a compelling
exploration of its relevance today. Pilgrimage, a global ritual embraced by nearly all faiths, is
one of civilization’s most enduring traditions. In this compelling book, author and journalist
Peter Stanford reflects on the reasons people have walked along the same sacred paths
through the ages. Through this history, Stanford explores how the experiences of the first
pilgrims to Jerusalem, Mecca, and Santiago de Compostela compare to the millions of people
who embark on life-changing physical and spiritual journeys today. Pilgrimage traverses
sacred landscapes around the world, from the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico
City to the monolithic rock-cut churches of Lalibela, Ethiopia and the riverbanks of the Kumbh
Mela in India. Stanford explores the historical and spiritual significance of these places of
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healing and reflection and discusses their roles as crossroads., Although pilgrimage is usually
viewed as an individual’s escape from the everyday to refocus the mind and soul, institutional
and national struggles for power have always had an impact on the way pilgrims experience
their own personal journey. Guiding readers through the global history of pilgrimage, this
thought- provoking book educates a new generation that may seek solace, clarity, and wonder
by following in the footsteps of travelers from the past.
From “one of the best of the new [Martin Luther] biographers” (The New Yorker), a portrait of
the complicated founding father of the Protestant Reformation, whose intellectual assault on
Catholicism transformed Christianity and changed the course of world history.
“Magnificent.”—The Wall Street Journal “Penetrating.”—The New York Times Book Review
“Smart, accessible, authoritative.”—Hilary Mantel On October 31, 1517, so the story goes, a
shy monk named Martin Luther nailed a piece of paper to the door of the Castle Church in the
university town of Wittenberg. The ideas contained in these Ninety-five Theses, which boldly
challenged the Catholic Church, spread like wildfire. Within two months, they were known all
over Germany. So powerful were Martin Luther’s broadsides against papal authority that they
polarized a continent and tore apart the very foundation of Western Christendom. Luther’s
ideas inspired upheavals whose consequences we live with today. But who was the man
behind the Ninety-five Theses? Lyndal Roper’s magisterial new biography goes beyond
Luther’s theology to investigate the inner life of the religious reformer who has been called
“the last medieval man and the first modern one.” Here is a full-blooded portrait of a
revolutionary thinker who was, at his core, deeply flawed and full of contradictions. Luther was
a brilliant writer whose biblical translations had a lasting impact on the German language. Yet
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he was also a strident fundamentalist whose scathing rhetorical attacks threatened to alienate
those he might persuade. He had a colorful, even impish personality, and when he left the
monastery to get married (“to spite the Devil,” he explained), he wooed and wed an ex-nun.
But he had an ugly side too. When German peasants rose up against the nobility, Luther urged
the aristocracy to slaughter them. He was a ferocious anti-Semite and a virulent misogynist,
even as he argued for liberated human sexuality within marriage. A distinguished historian of
early modern Europe, Lyndal Roper looks deep inside the heart of this singularly complex
figure. The force of Luther’s personality, she argues, had enormous historical effects—both
good and ill. By bringing us closer than ever to the man himself, she opens up a new vision of
the Reformation and the world it created and draws a fully three-dimensional portrait of its
founder.
'An intriguing exploration of the many roles that angels have played in spiritual life.' - The
Sunday Times: Nick Rennison 'In a 2016 poll, one in 10 Britons claimed to have experienced
the presence of an angel, while one in three remain convinced that they have a guardian
angel. These are huge numbers and mean that, on some counts, angels are doing better than
God.' In the secular, sceptical, post-Christian world of the West, continuing faith in angels is
both anomaly and comfort. But what exactly are angels, and why have so many in different
times and contexts around the globe believed in them? What is their history and role in the
great faiths and beyond their walls? Are angels something real, a manifestation of divine
concern? Or part of the poetry of religion? And can they continue to illuminate a deeper truth
about human existence and the cosmos? These are not new questions. They have been asked
over millennia, right up to the present day, as writer, journalist and broadcaster Peter Stanford
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explores in Angels, his latest investigation into the history, theology and cultural significance of
religious ideas. 'There is no better navigator through the space in which art, culture and
spirituality meet than Peter Stanford' Cole Moreton, Independent on Sunday
Following 9/11, increased attention has been given to the place of religion in the public sphere.
Across the world, Law and Religion has developed as a sub-discipline and scholars have
grappled with the meaning and effect of legal texts upon religion. The questions they ask,
however, cannot be answered by reference to Law alone therefore their work has increasingly
drawn upon work from other disciplines. This Research Handbook assists by providing
introductory but provocative essays from experts on a range of concepts, perspectives and
theories from other disciplines, which can be used to further Law and Religion scholarship.
Martin Luther - Catholic Dissident
"As panoramic as it is learned, this is ancient history for our globalized world." Tom Holland,
author of Dynasty and Rubicon Twenty-five-hundred years ago, civilizations around the world
entered a revolutionary new era that overturned old order and laid the foundation for our world
today. In the face of massive social changes across three continents, radical new forms of
government emerged; mighty wars were fought over trade, religion, and ideology; and new
faiths were ruthlessly employed to unify vast empires. The histories of Rome and China,
Greece and India-the stories of Constantine and Confucius, Qin Shi Huangdi and Hannibal-are
here revealed to be interconnected incidents in the midst of a greater drama. In Ancient
Worlds, historian Michael Scott presents a gripping narrative of this unique age in human
civilization, showing how diverse societies responded to similar pressures and how they
influenced one another: through conquest and conversion, through trade in people, goods, and
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ideas. An ambitious reinvention of our grandest histories, Ancient Worlds reveals new truths
about our common human heritage. "A bold and imaginative page-turner that challenges ideas
about the world of antiquity." Peter Frankopan, author of The Silk Roads
Martin Luther remains a popular, oft-quoted, referenced, lauded historical figure. He is often
seen as the fulcrum upon which the medieval turned into the modern, the last great medieval
or the first great modern; or, he is the Protestant hero, the virulent anti-Semite; the destroyer of
Catholic decadence, or the betrayer of the peasant cause. An important but contested figure,
he was all of these things. Understanding Luther's context helps us to comprehend how a
single man could be so many seemingly contradictory things simultaneously. Martin Luther in
Context explores the world around Luther in order to make the man and the Reformation
movement more understandable. Written by an international team of leading scholars, it
includes over forty short, accessible essays, all specially commissioned for this volume, which
reconstruct the life and world of Martin Luther. The volume also contextualizes the scholarship
and reception of Luther in the popular mind.
Peter Stanford has been interviewing people of faith during his thirty-five years as a journalist
at national papers including the Daily Telegraph, the Independent and The Guardian, as well
as for the church press. What fascinates him in such conversations is how creating a space to
talk unguardedly about faith unlocks so much more: what shaped and continues to shape the
public and private lives of high-profile names; how those values connect with the work they are
best known for; and why they believe the search for faith makes them who they are. This
collection of the best of his interviews - some with household names, others with those not so
immediately familiar, but all people of achievement with a resonant story to tell - aims to lift the
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lid on a topic that has become increasingly marginalised in the public square of our
increasingly secular and sceptical society, where to 'do God' can feel like breaking a taboo. Put
together, the 44 subjects collectively demonstrate that, rather than being all about doctrine and
dogma, there are as many ways of exploring faith as there are individuals currently doing it.
These intriguing interviews with activists, writers and artists, politicians, rebels and those who
have taken vows will appeal to committed believers, those on the fringes of faith, and those
who look in from the outside with curiosity. Includes interviews with Sara Maitland | Sister
Wendy Beckett | Delia Smith | The Revd Richard Coles | Dermot O'Leary | Cherie Blair |
Archbishop Desmond Tutu | Bronwen Astor | Amos Oz | Nick Cave
A New York Times columnist and one of America’s leading conservative thinkers considers
Pope Francis’s efforts to change the church he governs in a book that is “must reading for
every Christian who cares about the fate of the West and the future of global Christianity” (Rod
Dreher, author of The Benedict Option). Born Jorge Mario Bergoglio in 1936, today Pope
Francis is the 266th pope of the Roman Catholic Church. Pope Francis’s stewardship of the
Church, while perceived as a revelation by many, has provoked division throughout the world.
“If a conclave were to be held today,” one Roman source told The New Yorker, “Francis
would be lucky to get ten votes.” In his “concise, rhetorically agile…adroit, perceptive, gripping
account (The New York Times Book Review), Ross Douthat explains why the particular debate
Francis has opened—over communion for the divorced and the remarried—is so dangerous:
How it cuts to the heart of the larger argument over how Christianity should respond to the
sexual revolution and modernity itself, how it promises or threatens to separate the church
from its own deep past, and how it divides Catholicism along geographical and cultural lines.
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Douthat argues that the Francis era is a crucial experiment for all of Western civilization, which
is facing resurgent external enemies (from ISIS to Putin) even as it struggles with its own
internal divisions, its decadence, and self-doubt. Whether Francis or his critics are right won’t
just determine whether he ends up as a hero or a tragic figure for Catholics. It will determine
whether he’s a hero, or a gambler who’s betraying both his church and his civilization into the
hands of its enemies. “A balanced look at the struggle for the future of Catholicism…To Change
the Church is a fascinating look at the church under Pope Francis” (Kirkus Reviews). Engaging
and provocative, this is “a pot-boiler of a history that examines a growing ecclesial crisis”
(Washington Independent Review of Books).
Barry Jones? Dictionary of World Biography weaves historical facts with perspective on the
subjects and the influence they had on theirs and on modern times. Gain a unique insight into
the life and times of important identities, cultural icons and controversial characters.
The Reformation transformed Europe, and left an indelible mark on the modern world. It began
as an argument about what Christians needed to do to be saved, but rapidly engulfed society
in a series of fundamental changes. This Very Short Introduction provides a lively and up-todate guide to the process. It explains doctrinal debates in a clear and non-technical way, but is
equally concerned to demonstrate the effects the Reformation had on politics, society, art, and
minorities. Peter Marshall argues that the Reformation was not a solely European
phenomenon, but that varieties of faith exported from Europe transformed Christianity into a
truly world religion. The complex legacy of the Reformation is also assessed; its religious
fervour produced remarkable stories of sanctity and heroism, and some extraordinary artistic
achievements, but violence, holy war, and martyrdom were equally its products. A paradox of
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the Reformation - that it intensified intolerance while establishing pluralism - is one we still
wrestle with today. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
For centuries following the spread of Islam, the Middle East was far ahead of Europe. Yet, the
modern economy was born in Europe. Why was it not born in the Middle East? In this book
Jared Rubin examines the role that Islam played in this reversal of fortunes. It argues that the
religion itself is not to blame; the importance of religious legitimacy in Middle Eastern politics
was the primary culprit. Muslim religious authorities were given an important seat at the
political bargaining table, which they used to block important advancements such as the
printing press and lending at interest. In Europe, however, the Church played a weaker role in
legitimizing rule, especially where Protestantism spread (indeed, the Reformation was
successful due to the spread of printing, which was blocked in the Middle East). It was
precisely in those Protestant nations, especially England and the Dutch Republic, where the
modern economy was born.
2,000 years of history in one riveting afternoon A country both admired and feared, Germany
has been the epicenter of world events time and again: the Reformation, both World Wars, the
fall of the Berlin Wall. It did not emerge as a modern nation until 1871—yet today, Germany is
the world’s fourth-largest economy and a standard-bearer of liberal democracy. “There’s no
point studying the past unless it sheds some light on the present,” writes James Hawes in this
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brilliantly concise history that has already captivated hundreds of thousands of readers. “It is
time, now more than ever, for us all to understand the real history of Germany.”
In Kingsley Amis’s virtuoso foray into virtual history it is 1976 but the modern world is a
medieval relic, frozen in intellectual and spiritual time ever since Martin Luther was promoted to
pope back in the sixteenth century. Stephen the Third, the king of England, has just died, and
Mass (Mozart’s second requiem) is about to be sung to lay him to rest. In the choir is our hero,
Hubert Anvil, an extremely ordinary ten-year-old boy with a faultless voice. In the audience is a
select group of experts whose job is to determine whether that faultless voice should be
preserved by performing a certain operation. Art, after all, is worth any sacrifice. How Hubert
realizes what lies in store for him and how he deals with the whirlpool of piety, menace, terror,
and passion that he soon finds himself in are the subject of a classic piece of counterfactual
fiction equal to Philip K. Dick’s The Man in the High Castle. The Alteration won the John W.
Campbell Memorial Award for best science-fiction novel in 1976.
For the first time since the Profumo scandal of the 1960s, the Astors’ own version of the
events at Cliveden is told. Peter Stanford has been granted unprecedented access to Lady
Astor, her private papers and her friends, as well as to many family members and key players
in the drama.
'A heavenly book, elegant and thoughtful. Get one for yourself and one for the church-crawler
in your life!' Lucy Worsley Christianity has been central to the lives of the people of Britain and
Ireland for almost 2,000 years. It has given us laws, customs, traditions and our national
character. From a persecuted minority in Roman Britannia through the 'golden age' of AngloSaxon monasticism, the devastating impact of the Vikings, the alliance of church and state
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after the Norman Conquest to the turmoil of the Reformation that saw the English monarch
replace the Pope and the Puritan Commonwealth that replaced the king, it is a tangled,
tumultuous story of faith and achievement, division and bloodshed. In If These Stones Could
Talk Peter Stanford journeys through England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland to churches,
abbeys, chapels and cathedrals, grand and humble, ruined and thriving, ancient and modern,
to chronicle how a religion that began in the Middle East came to define our past and shape
our present. In exploring the stories of these buildings that are still so much a part of the
landscape, the details of their design, the treasured objects that are housed within them, the
people who once stood in their pulpits and those who sat in their pews, he builds century by
century the narrative of what Christianity has meant to the nations of the British Isles, how it is
reflected in the relationship between rulers and ruled, and the sense it gives about who we are
and how we live with each other. 'There is no better navigator through the space in which art,
culture and spirituality meet than Peter Stanford' Cole Moreton, Independent on Sunday
As an authority on the religion of medieval and early modern England, Eamon Duffy is
preeminent. In his revisionist masterpiece The Stripping of the Altars, Duffy opened up new
areas of research and entirely fresh perspectives on the origin and progress of the English
Reformation. Duffy's focus has always been on the practices and institutions through which
ordinary people lived and experienced their religion, but which the Protestant reformers
abolished as idolatry and superstition. The first part of A People's Tragedy examines the two
most important of these institutions: the rise and fall of pilgrimage to the cathedral shrines of
England, and the destruction of the monasteries under Henry VIII, as exemplified by the
dissolution of the ancient Anglo-Saxon monastery of Ely. In the title essay of the volume, Duffy
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tells the harrowing story of the Elizabethan regime's savage suppression of the last Catholic
rebellion against the Reformation, the Rising of the Northern Earls in 1569. In the second half
of the book Duffy considers the changing ways in which the Reformation has been thought and
written about: the evolution of Catholic portrayals of Martin Luther, from hostile caricature to
partial approval; the role of historians of the Reformation in the emergence of English national
identity; and the improbable story of the twentieth century revival of Anglican and Catholic
pilgrimage to the medieval Marian shrine of Walsingham. Finally, he considers the changing
ways in which attitudes to the Reformation have been reflected in fiction, culminating with
Hilary Mantel's gripping trilogy on the rise and fall of Henry VIII's political and religious fixer,
Thomas Cromwell, and her controversial portrayal of Cromwell's Catholic opponent and victim,
Sir Thomas More.
At last, this is an accurate explanation of how Christendom suffered "shipwreck" in the
Protestant Reformation. Traces the titanic conflict blow-by-blow from pre-Luther, through "The
Flood," "The English Accident," and Calvin, showing the spiritual, military, political and financial
struggles which had ended in a divided Europe by 1648. No educated person can ignore this
book!
Its refreshing that this book does not simply look to advances in technology and artificial
intelligence as the cause or the future of the Great Legal Reformation. Through in-depth case
studies and vignettes, Mitch Kowalski takes us on a tour to meet some of the trailblazers
breaking the legal service provider mould, allowing us to eavesdrop on his conversations with
them. This is not a glimpse into the future of how he and others might see the legal world
developing as the Great Legal Reformation unfolds. This is insight into the here and now - into
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what these innovators have already envisioned and achieved. These are the platforms from
which yet further innovation and re-formation of the market will be driven. From the power and
opportunity of regulatory change to enable structural change, access to capital and the
participation of people who happen not to be lawyers; through the need to focus on efficiency,
continuous improvement, process and project management; to the enduring value of vision,
culture, values, leadership, energy and employee engagement, these studies and
conversations inform, reveal and challenge. They do not present the new world through rosetinted glasses or deny the existence of risk: the story of Slater & Gordons mixed fortunes is
testament to that. But they do show a different way of thinking and acting. Whether lawyers like
it or not, these are initiatives that buyers of legal services welcome. Stephen Mayson ,strategic
advisor to law departments, legal services providers and regulators This is an indispensable
handbook for any aspiring legal innovatora well-researched, accessible, and fascinating
collection of dispatches from the cutting edge of legal business. Professor Richard Susskind
OBE, author of Tomorrows Lawyers Mitch Kowalski shows us what the new professional world
actually does look like. He takes us on a tour of Great Britain, Australia, and the United States,
and introduces us to lawyers in big firms and small, serving clients both private and public. The
picture that emerges is of a new breed of legal service provider that embraces
entrepreneurship, teamwork and technology in a way that seems both unfamiliar and obvious
to all lawyers. Dr Ian Holloway PC QC, ,Professor and Dean of Law, The University of Calgary
This book will either give you hope or a much needed kick in the pants. Either way it's a winwin. Stephen Allen, , legal innovator, Hogan Lovells Mitch Kowalski does it again. Diving deep
inside some of the worlds most innovative legal providers Mitch discovers the future of law in
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the present. A must read for anyone involved in the legal profession. John Chisholm, leading
Australian legal commentator and advisor
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