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In an epic story that spans 150 years and continues to
the present day, Iris Chang tells of a people’s search for
a better life—the determination of the Chinese to forge an
identity and a destiny in a strange land and, often against
great obstacles, to find success. She chronicles the
many accomplishments in America of Chinese
immigrants and their descendents: building the
infrastructure of their adopted country, fighting racist and
exclusionary laws, walking the racial tightrope between
black and white, contributing to major scientific and
technological advances, expanding the literary canon,
and influencing the way we think about racial and ethnic
groups. Interweaving political, social, economic, and
cultural history, as well as the stories of individuals,
Chang offers a bracing view not only of what it means to
be Chinese American, but also of what it is to be
American.
Here is Jon Krakauer’s portrait of the iconoclastic
architect Christopher Alexander, whose revolutionary
human-centered approach has shaken the foundations
of modern architecture. Krakauer delves into
Alexander’s life and career, from his theories on a
timeless “pattern language” that could be used to create
buildings and towns that were simultaneously more
livable and more beautiful, to his belief that architecture
is correctly viewed as a powerful social instrument; from
his on-site drafting techniques to his design process that,
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like a cocoon, shapes a building from the inside out. With
trademark rigor, nuance, and insight, Krakauer
powerfully draws us into Alexander’s singular vision of
human-centered design—one in which people reclaim
control over their built environment.
One of the great figures of the twentieth century,
Chairman Mao looms irrepressibly over the economic
rise of China. Mao Zedong was the leader of a
revolution, a communist who lifted hundreds of millions
out of poverty, an aggressive and distrustful leader, and
a man responsible for more civilian deaths than perhaps
any other historical figure. Now, four decades after Mao's
death, acclaimed biographer Philip Short presents a fully
updated and revised edition of his ground-breaking and
masterly biography. Vivid, uncompromising and
unflinching, Short presents in one-volume the man
behind the propaganda - his family, his beliefs and his
horrors. In doing so he shows us both the human being
Mao was, and the monster he became.
China’s Communist Party seized power in 1949 after a
long guerrilla insurgency followed by full-scale war, but
the revolution was just beginning. Andrew Walder
narrates the rise and fall of the Maoist state from 1949 to
1976—an epoch of startling accomplishments and
disastrous failures, steered by many forces but
dominated above all by Mao Zedong.
The Cultural Revolution was a watershed event in the
history of the People's Republic of China, the defining
decade of half a century of communist rule. Before 1966,
China was a typical communist state, with a command
economy and a powerful party able to keep the
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population under control. But during the Cultural
Revolution, in a move unprecedented in any communist
country, Mao unleashed the Red Guards against the
party. Tens of thousands of officials were humiliated,
tortured, and even killed. Order had to be restored by the
military, whose methods were often equally brutal. In a
masterly book, Roderick MacFarquhar and Michael
Schoenhals explain why Mao launched the Cultural
Revolution, and show his Machiavellian role in
masterminding it (which Chinese publications conceal).
In often horrifying detail, they document the Hobbesian
state that ensued. The movement veered out of control
and terror paralyzed the country. Power struggles raged
among Lin Biao, Zhou Enlai, Deng Xiaoping, and Jiang
Qing--Mao's wife and leader of the Gang of Four--while
Mao often played one against the other. After Mao's
death, in reaction to the killing and the chaos, Deng
Xiaoping led China into a reform era in which capitalism
flourishes and the party has lost its former authority. In
its invaluable critical analysis of Chairman Mao and its
brilliant portrait of a culture in turmoil, "Mao's Last
Revolution" offers the most authoritative and compelling
account to date of this seminal event in the history of
China.
“A historical classic” that brings Mao Tse-tung, the Long
March, and the Chinese revolution to vivid life (Foreign
Affairs). Journalist Edgar Snow was the first Westerner
to meet Mao Tse-tung and the Chinese Communist
leaders in 1936—and out of his up-close experience
came this historical account, one of the most important
books about the remarkable events that would shape not
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only the future of Asia, but also the future of the world.
This edition of Red Star Over China includes extensive
notes on military and political developments in the
country; interviews with Mao himself; a chronology
covering 125 years of Chinese history; and nearly a
hundred detailed biographies of the men and women
who were instrumental in making China what it is today.
*** WINNER OF THE 2019 CUNDILL HISTORY PRIZE
SHORTLISTED FOR THE BAILLIE GIFFORD PRIZE
FOR NON-FICTION 2019 SHORTLISTED FOR THE
NAYEF AL-RODHAN PRIZE FOR GLOBAL
UNDERSTANDING SHORTLISTED FOR DEUTSCHER
PRIZE LONGLISTED FOR THE 2020 ORWELL PRIZE
FOR POLITICAL WRITING*** 'Revelatory and
instructive… [a] beautifully written and accessible book’
The Times For decades, the West has dismissed
Maoism as an outdated historical and political
phenomenon. Since the 1980s, China seems to have
abandoned the utopian turmoil of Mao’s revolution in
favour of authoritarian capitalism. But Mao and his ideas
remain central to the People’s Republic and the
legitimacy of its Communist government. With
disagreements and conflicts between China and the
West on the rise, the need to understand the political
legacy of Mao is urgent and growing. The power and
appeal of Maoism have extended far beyond China.
Maoism was a crucial motor of the Cold War: it shaped
the course of the Vietnam War (and the international
youth rebellions that conflict triggered) and brought to
power the murderous Khmer Rouge in Cambodia; it
aided, and sometimes handed victory to, anti-colonial
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resistance movements in Africa; it inspired terrorism in
Germany and Italy, and wars and insurgencies in Peru,
India and Nepal, some of which are still with us today –
more than forty years after the death of Mao. In this new
history, Julia Lovell re-evaluates Maoism as both a
Chinese and an international force, linking its evolution in
China with its global legacy. It is a story that takes us
from the tea plantations of north India to the sierras of
the Andes, from Paris’s fifth arrondissement to the fields
of Tanzania, from the rice paddies of Cambodia to the
terraces of Brixton. Starting with the birth of Mao’s
revolution in northwest China in the 1930s and
concluding with its violent afterlives in South Asia and
resurgence in the People’s Republic today, this is a
landmark history of global Maoism.
On the fiftieth anniversary of Quotations from Chairman
Mao, this pioneering volume examines the book as a
global historical phenomenon.
From the internationally acclaimed author of the Kurt
Wallander mysteries comes an extraordinary stand-alone
novel - both a mystery and a sweeping drama - that
traces the legacy of the nineteenth-century slave trade
between China and America. January 2006. In the small
Swedish hamlet of Hesjövallen, a horrific scene is
discovered: nineteen people have been tortured and
massacred an the only clue is a red silk ribbon found at
the scene. Judge Birgitta Roslin has a particular reason
to be shocked by the crime: her mother's adoptive
parents, the Andréns, are among the victims.
Investigating further, she learns that an Andrén family
living in Nevada has also been murdered. Travelling to
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Hesjövallen, she finds a diary, kept by a gangmaster on
the railway built across America in the 1860s, full of vivid
descriptions of the brutality with which the Chinese and
other slave workers were treated. She discovers that the
red silk ribbon found at the crime scene came from a
local Chinese restaurant, and she learns that a Chinese
man, a stranger to the town, was staying at a local
boarding house at the time of the atrocity. The police
insist that only a lunatic could have committed such a
horrific crime, but Birgitta suspects that there is much
more to it, and she is determined to uncover the truth.
Her search takes her from Sweden to Beijing and back,
but Mankell's narrative also takes us 150 years into the
past: to China and America when the hatred that fuelled
the massacre was born, a hatred transformed and
complicated over time and that will catch up to Birgitta as
she draws ever closer to discovering who is behind the
Hesjövallen murders.
A satirical novel set in 1967 China from the Franz Kafka
Prize-winning author of Lenin’s Kiss—“one of China’s
greatest living authors” (The Guardian). Serve the
People! is the story of a forbidden love affair between Liu
Lian, the young wife of a Division Commander in
Communist China, and a servant in her household, Wu
Dawang. Left to idle at home while her husband furthers
the revolution, Liu Lian establishes a rule for her orderly:
whenever the household’s wooden Serve the People!
sign is removed from its usual place on the dinner table
and placed elsewhere, Wu Dawang is to stop what he is
doing and attend to her needs upstairs. What follows is a
“steamy and subversive” story and comic satire on
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Mao’s slogan and the political and sexual taboos of his
regime (The Guardian). Originally banned in China,
Serve the People! is the first work from Yan Lianke to be
translated into English, and “a scathing sendup of life in
1960s China during the chaos of the country’s Cultural
Revolution” (LA Times).
"The authors set off to retrace the Red Army's journey
and record the experiences of the last-remaining
witnesses and participants of the Long March. They
found history alive all along the route, including Tibetans
whose accounts the Chinese censors wanted to ban
and, sensationally, the woman who may be Mao's longlost daughter. This book is based on eye-witness
evidence and contemporary records. It contrasts starkly
not only with the official version, but also with recent
claims that the March was a fraud. The Long March
really did happen - but not as Mao told it. Bringing
together the historic event with images of changing
society and their won march - a remarkable feat of
endurance itself - the authors offer an exclusive picture
of China, past and present." -- BACK COVER.
As a giant of 20th century history, Mao Zedong played
many roles: peasant revolutionary, patriotic leader
against the Japanese occupation, Marxist theoretician,
modernizer, and visionary despot. This Very Short
Introduction chronicles Mao's journey from peasant child
to ruler of the most populous nation on Earth. He was a
founder of both the Chinese Communist Party and the
Red Army, and for many years he fought on two fronts,
for control of the Party and in an armed struggle for the
Party's control of the country. His revolution unified
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China and began its rise to world power status. He was
the architect of the Great Leap Forward that he hoped
would make China both prosperous and egalitarian, but
instead ended in economic disaster resulting in millions
of deaths. It was Mao's growing suspicion of his fellow
leaders that led him to launch the Cultural Revolution,
and his last years were dogged by ill-health and his
despairing attempts to find a successor whom he trusted.
Delia Davin provides an invaluable introduction to Mao,
showing him in all his complexity; ruthless, brutal, and
ambitious, a man of enormous talent and perception, yet
a leader who is still detested by some and venerated by
others. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.
MaoThe Unknown StoryAnchor
Acclaimed around the world and a national best-seller,
this is the definitive work on Che Guevara, the dashing
rebel whose epic dream was to end poverty and injustice
in Latin America and the developing world through
armed revolution. Jon Lee Anderson’s biography traces
Che’s extraordinary life, from his comfortable Argentine
upbringing to the battlefields of the Cuban revolution,
from the halls of power in Castro’s government to his
failed campaign in the Congo and assassination in the
Bolivian jungle. Anderson has had unprecedented
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access to the personal archives maintained by
Guevara’s widow and carefully guarded Cuban
government documents. He has conducted extensive
interviews with Che’s comrades—some of whom speak
here for the first time—and with the CIA men and Bolivian
officers who hunted him down. Anderson broke the story
of where Guevara’s body was buried, which led to the
exhumation and state burial of the bones. Many of the
details of Che’s life have long been cloaked in secrecy
and intrigue. Meticulously researched and full of
exclusive information, Che Guevara illuminates as never
before this mythic figure who embodied the high-water
mark of revolutionary communism as a force in history.
"In this rare insider's view into contemporary North
Korea, a high-ranking counterintelligence agent
describes his life as a former poet laureate to Kim Jong-il
and his breathtaking escape to freedom. "The General
will now enter the room." Everyone turns to stone. Not
moving my head, I direct my eyes to a point halfway up
the archway where Kim Jong-il's face will soon appear...
As North Korea's State Poet Laureate, Jang Jin-sung led
a charmed life. With food provisions (even as the country
suffered through its great famine), a travel pass, access
to strictly censored information, and audiences with Kim
Jong-il himself, his life in Pyongyang seemed safe and
secure. But this privileged existence was about to be
shattered. When a strictly forbidden magazine he lent to
a friend goes missing, Jang Jin-sung must flee for his
life. Never before has a member of the elite described
the inner workings of this totalitarian state and its
propaganda machine. An astonishing expose; told
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through the heart-stopping story of Jang Jin-sung's
escape to South Korea, Dear Leader is a rare and
unprecedented insight into the world's most secretive
and repressive regime"-In Tide Players, acclaimed New Yorker contributor and
author Jianying Zha depicts a new generation of movers
and shakers who are transforming modern China.
Through half a dozen sharply etched and nuanced
profiles, Tide Players captures both the concrete detail
and the epic dimension of life in the world’s fastestgrowing economy. Zha’s vivid cast of characters
includes an unlikely couple who teamed up to become
the country’s leading real-estate moguls; a gifted
chameleon who transformed himself from Mao’s favorite
“barefoot doctor” during the Cultural Revolution to a
publishing maverick; and a tycoon of home-electronic
chain stores who insisted on avenging his mother, who
had been executed as “a counter-revolutionary
criminal.” Alongside these entrepreneurs, Zha also
brings us the intellectuals: a cantankerous professor at
China’s top university; a former cultural minister turned
prolific writer; and Zha’s own brother, a dissident who
served a nine-year prison term for helping to found the
China Democracy Party. Deeply engaging, lucid, and
poignant, Zha’s insightful “insider-outsider” portraits
offer a picture of a China that few Western readers have
seen before. Tide Players is essential reading for anyone
seeking to understand today’s China.
The Nazis asked him to swear allegiance to Hitler, betraying
his country, his friends, and everything he believed in. He
refused. Poland, 1939. Professional photographer Wilhelm
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Brasse is deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau and finds himself in
a deadly race to survive, assigned to work as the camp's
intake photographer and take "identity pictures" of prisoners
as they arrive by the trainload. Brasse soon discovers his
photography skills are in demand from Nazi guards as well,
who ask him to take personal portraits for them to send to
their families and girlfriends. Behind the camera, Brasse is
safe from the terrible fate that so many of his fellow prisoners
meet. But over the course of five years, the horrifying scenes
his lens capture, including inhumane medical "experiments"
led by Josef Mengele, change Brasse forever. Based on the
true story of Wilhelm Brasse, The Auschwitz Photographer is
a stark black-and-white reminder of the horrors of the
Holocaust. This gripping work of World War II narrative
nonfiction takes readers behind the barbed wire fences of the
world's most feared concentration camp, bringing Brasse's
story to life as he clicks the shutter button thousands of times
before ultimately joining the Resistance, defying the Nazis,
and defiantly setting down his camera for good.
This book covers the entire life of Deng Xiaoping. Starting
with his childhood and student years to the post-Tiananmen
era.
In recent years historians and political observers have vilified
Mao Tse-tung and placed him in a class with tyrants like Hitler
and Stalin. But, as Lee Feigon points out in his startling
revision of Mao, the Chinese leader has been tainted by the
actions and policies of the same Soviet-style Communist
bureaucrats he came to hate and attempted to eliminate. Mr.
Feigon argues that the movements for which Mao is almost
universally condemned today—the Great Leap Forward and
especially the Cultural Revolution—were in many ways
beneficial for the Chinese people. They forced China to break
with its Stalinist past and paved the way for its great
economic and political strides in recent years. While not
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glossing over Mao's mistakes, some of which had heinous
consequences, Mr. Feigon contends that Mao should be
largely praised for many of his later efforts—such as the
attacks he began to level in the late 1950s on those
bureaucrats responsible for many of the problems that
continue to plague China today. In reevaluating Mao's
contributions, this interpretive study reverses the recent curve
of criticism, seeing Mao's late-in-life contributions to the
Chinese revolution more favorably while taking a more critical
view of his earlier efforts. Whereas most studies praise the
Mao of the 1930s and 1940s as an original and independent
thinker, Mr. Feigon contends that during this period his ideas
and actions were fairly ordinary—but that he depended much
more on Stalin's help than has been acknowledged. Mao: A
Reinterpretation seeks a more informed perspective on one of
the most important political leaders of the twentieth century.
An unprecedented, groundbreaking history of China's Great
Famine that recasts the era of Mao Zedong and the history of
the People's Republic of China.
The summer of 1972, before I turned nine, danger began
knocking on doors all over China. Nine-year-old Ling has a
very happy life. Her parents are both dedicated surgeons at
the best hospital in Wuhan, and her father teaches her
English as they listen to Voice of America every evening on
the radio. But when one of Mao's political officers moves into
a room in their apartment, Ling begins to witness the gradual
disintegration of her world. In an atmosphere of increasing
mistrust and hatred, Ling fears for the safety of her neighbors,
and soon, for herself and her family. For the next four years,
Ling will suffer more horrors than many people face in a
lifetime. Will she be able to grow and blossom under the
oppressive rule of Chairman Mao? Or will fighting to survive
destroy her spirit—and end her life? Revolution Is Not a Dinner
Party is a 2008 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the
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Year.
Rethinking Mao offers an innovative perspective on the
thought of Mao Zedong, the major architect of the Chinese
Revolution and leader of the People's Republic of China until
his death in 1976. Utilizing a number of recently discovered
documents written by Mao, Nick Knight 'rethinks' Mao by
subjecting a number of controversial themes to fresh scrutiny.
This book provides a sophisticated analysis of Mao's views
on the role of the peasants and working class in the Chinese
revolution, his theoretical attempt to make Marxism
appropriate to Chinese conditions, and his understanding of
the Chinese road to socialism. Knight includes a discussion of
the theoretical difficulties in interpreting Mao's thought.
Rethinking Mao represents a challenge to many of the
conventional accounts of Mao and his thoughts. This book
will appeal to scholars and students of Chinese history and
politics, as well as the history of Marxism in China.
Draws on extensive, previously unavailable Russian
documents to reveal details about Mao Zedong's rise to
power and leadership in China, covering such topics as his
health, alleged affairs, and controversial political decisions.
“The most revealing book ever published on Mao, perhaps
on any dictator in history.”—Professor Andrew J. Nathan,
Columbia University From 1954 until Mao Zedong's death
twenty-two years later, Dr. Li Zhisui was the Chinese ruler's
personal physician, which put him in daily—and increasingly
intimate—contact with Mao and his inner circle. in The Private
Life of Chairman Mao, Dr. Li vividly reconstructs his
extraordinary experience at the center of Mao's decadent
imperial court. Dr. Li clarifies numerous long-standing
puzzles, such as the true nature of Mao's feelings toward the
United States and the Soviet Union. He describes Mao's
deliberate rudeness toward Khrushchev and reveals the
actual catalyst of Nixon's historic visit. Here are also
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surprising details of Mao's personal depravity (we see him
dependent on barbiturates and refusing to wash, dress, or
brush his teeth) and the sexual politics of his court. To
millions of Chinese, Mao was more god than man, but for Dr.
Li, he was all too human. Dr. Li's intimate account of this
lecherous, paranoid tyrant, callously indifferent to the
suffering of his people, will forever alter our view of Chairman
Mao and of China under his rule. Praise for The Private Life
of Chairman Mao “From now one no one will be able to
pretend to understand Chairman Mao's place in history
without reference to this revealing account.”—Professor
Lucian Pye, Massachusetts Institute of Technology “Dr. Li
does for Mao what the physician Lord Moran's memoir did for
Winston Churchill—turns him into a human being. Here is Mao
unveiled: eccentric, demanding, suspicious, unregretful,
lascivious, and unfailingly fascinating. Our view of Mao will
never be the same again.”—Ross Terrill, author of China in
Our Time “An extraordinarily intimate portrait of Mao. [Dr. Li]
portrays [Mao's imperial court] as a place of boundless
decadence, licentiousness, selfishness, relentless toadying
and cutthroat political intrigue.”—Richard Bernstein, The New
York Times “One of the most provocative books on Mao to
appear since the publication of Edgar Snow's Red Star Over
China.”—Paul G. Pickowicz, The Wall Street Journal
“Spence draws upon his extensive knowledge of Chinese
politics and culture to create an illuminating picture of Mao. . .
. Superb.” (Chicago Tribune) From humble origins in the
provinces, Mao Zedong rose to absolute power, unifying with
an iron fist a vast country torn apart by years of weak
leadership, colonialism, and war. This sharply drawn and
insightful account brings to life this modern-day emperor and
the tumultuous era that he did so much to shape. Jonathan
Spence captures Mao in all his paradoxical grandeur and
sheds light on the radical transformation he unleashed that
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still reverberates in China today.
A Groundhog Day meets Pretty in Pink mashup from author
Laurie Boyle Crompton, Pretty in Punxsutawney tells the tale
of a girl willing to look beneath the surface to see people for
who they really are. Andie is the type of girl who always
comes up with the perfect thing to say…after it’s too late to
say it. She’s addicted to romance movies—okay, all
movies—but has yet to experience her first kiss. After a move
to Punxsutawney, PA, for her senior year, she gets caught in
an endless loop of her first day at her new school, reliving
those 24 hours again and again. Convinced the curse will be
broken when she meets her true love, Andie embarks on a
mission: infiltrating the various cliques to find the one boy who
can break the spell. What she discovers along the way is that
people who seem completely different can often share the
very same hopes, dreams, and hang-ups. And that even a
day that has been lived over and over can be filled with
unexpected connections and plenty of happy endings. X
The most authoritative life of the Chinese leader every
written, Mao: The Unknown Story is based on a decade of
research, and on interviews with many of Mao’s close circle
in China who have never talked before — and with virtually
everyone outside China who had significant dealings with
him. It is full of startling revelations, exploding the myth of the
Long March, and showing a completely unknown Mao: he
was not driven by idealism or ideology; his intimate and
intricate relationship with Stalin went back to the 1920s,
ultimately bringing him to power; he welcomed Japanese
occupation of much of China; and he schemed, poisoned,
and blackmailed to get his way. After Mao conquered China
in 1949, his secret goal was to dominate the world. In chasing
this dream he caused the deaths of 38 million people in the
greatest famine in history. In all, well over 70 million Chinese
perished under Mao’s rule — in peacetime.
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For a champion of the poor, Mao Zedong was born to a
wealthy aristocratic family in Shaoshan, Hunan China. As an
adolescent, he once had to defend his father’s farm from
starving peasants during a famine, who wished to seize his
father's land and steal his grain. This same Mao would later
promote a policy of land reform that would give those
peasants the green light to violently overthrow the rich land
owners all over the Chinese countryside. Inside you will read
about... ? Where Revolution Was Made ? Mao Comes Into
His Own ? Mao, the Pragmatist ? From Nanking to Pearl
Harbor ? Consolidating Power ? Mao’s Stranglehold ? Mao
Loses Face And much more! Mao Zedong was a Marxist
revolutionary wishing to overthrow regimes he viewed as
“imperialist,” and yet Mao, often referred to as the “Red
Emperor,” behaved much like totalitarian Emperors of
China’s medieval past. Mao was a man of intriguing
contradiction. This book takes the time to explore them all.
They were the most famous women in China. As the country
battled through a hundred years of wars, revolutions and
seismic transformations, the three Soong sisters from
Shanghai were at the center of power, and each of them left
an indelible mark on history. Red Sister, Ching-ling, married
the 'Father of China', Sun Yat-sen, and rose to be Mao's vicechair. Little Sister, May-ling, became Madame Chiang Kaishek, first lady of pre-Communist Nationalist China and a
major political figure in her own right. Big Sister, Ei-ling,
became Chiang's unofficial main adviser - and made herself
one of China's richest women. Big Sister, Little Sister, Red
Sister is a gripping story of love, war, intrigue, bravery,
glamour and betrayal, which takes us on a sweeping journey
from Canton to Hawaii to New York, from exiles' quarters in
Japan and Berlin to secret meeting rooms in Moscow, and
from the compounds of the Communist elite in Beijing to the
corridors of power in democratic Taiwan. In a group
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biography that is by turns intimate and epic, Jung Chang
reveals the lives of three extraordinary women who helped
shape twentieth-century China.
"Bradley is sharp and rueful, and a voice for a more
seasoned, constructive vision of our international relations
with East Asia." --Christian Science Monitor James Bradley
introduces us to the prominent Americans--including FDR's
grandfather, Warren Delano--who in the 1800s made their
fortunes in the China opium trade. Meanwhile, American
missionaries sought a myth: noble Chinese peasants eager to
Westernize. The media propagated this mirage, and FDR
believed that supporting Chiang Kai-shek would make China
America's best friend in Asia. But Chiang was on his way out
and when Mao Zedong instead came to power, Americans
were shocked, wondering how we had "lost China." From the
1850s to the origins of the Vietnam War, Bradley reveals how
American misconceptions about China have distorted our
policies and led to the avoidable deaths of millions. The
China Mirage dynamically explores the troubled history that
still defines U.S.-Chinese relations today.
The concluding volume--following Mao's Great Famine and
The Tragedy of Liberation--in Frank Dikötter's award-winning
trilogy chronicling the Communist revolution in China. After
the economic disaster of the Great Leap Forward that claimed
tens of millions of lives from 1958–1962, an aging Mao
Zedong launched an ambitious scheme to shore up his
reputation and eliminate those he viewed as a threat to his
legacy. The Cultural Revolution's goal was to purge the
country of bourgeois, capitalistic elements he claimed were
threatening genuine communist ideology. Young students
formed the Red Guards, vowing to defend the Chairman to
the death, but soon rival factions started fighting each other in
the streets with semiautomatic weapons in the name of
revolutionary purity. As the country descended into chaos, the
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military intervened, turning China into a garrison state marked
by bloody purges that crushed as many as one in fifty people.
The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962–1976
draws for the first time on hundreds of previously classified
party documents, from secret police reports to unexpurgated
versions of leadership speeches. After the army itself fell
victim to the Cultural Revolution, ordinary people used the
political chaos to resurrect the market and hollow out the
party's ideology. By showing how economic reform from
below was an unintended consequence of a decade of violent
purges and entrenched fear, The Cultural Revolution casts
China's most tumultuous era in a wholly new light.
A portrait of Mao explores the life of the peasant who rose to
the position of "chairman" of China's communist party and
absolute ruler of the country, overseeing both brilliant reform
and terrible butchery during his long reign.

Mao and his policies have long been demonized in the
West, with the Cultural Revolution considered a
fundamental violation of human rights. As China
embraces capitalism, the Mao era is being denigrated by
the Chinese political and intellectual elite. This book
tackles the extremely negative depiction of China under
Mao in recent publications and argues that most people
in China, including the rural poor and the urban working
class, actually benefited from Mao's policies. Under Mao
there was a comprehensive welfare system for the urban
poor and basic health and education provision in rural
areas. These policies are being reversed in the current
rush towards capitalism. Offering a critical analysis of
mainstream accounts of the Mao era and the Cultural
Revolution, this book sets the record straight, making a
convincing argument for the positive effects of Mao's
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policies on the well-being of the Chinese people.
A New York Times Notable Book Empress Dowager Cixi
(1835–1908) is the most important woman in Chinese
history. She ruled China for decades and brought a
medieval empire into the modern age. At the age of
sixteen, in a nationwide selection for royal consorts, Cixi
was chosen as one of the emperor’s numerous
concubines. When he died in 1861, their five-year-old
son succeeded to the throne. Cixi at once launched a
palace coup against the regents appointed by her
husband and made herself the real ruler of China—behind
the throne, literally, with a silk screen separating her from
her officials who were all male. In this groundbreaking
biography, Jung Chang vividly describes how Cixi fought
against monumental obstacles to change China. Under
her the ancient country attained virtually all the attributes
of a modern state: industries, railways, electricity, the
telegraph and an army and navy with up-to-date
weaponry. It was she who abolished gruesome
punishments like “death by a thousand cuts” and put an
end to foot-binding. She inaugurated women’s liberation
and embarked on the path to introduce parliamentary
elections to China. Chang comprehensively overturns
the conventional view of Cixi as a diehard conservative
and cruel despot. Cixi reigned during extraordinary times
and had to deal with a host of major national crises: the
Taiping and Boxer rebellions, wars with France and
Japan—and an invasion by eight allied powers including
Britain, Germany, Russia and the United States. Jung
Chang not only records the Empress Dowager’s
conduct of domestic and foreign affairs, but also takes
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the reader into the depths of her splendid Summer
Palace and the harem of Beijing’s Forbidden City, where
she lived surrounded by eunuchs—one of whom she fell
in love, with tragic consequences. The world Chang
describes here, in fascinating detail, seems almost
unbelievable in its extraordinary mixture of the very old
and the very new. Based on newly available, mostly
Chinese, historical documents such as court records,
official and private correspondence, diaries and
eyewitness accounts, this biography will revolutionize
historical thinking about a crucial period in China’s—and
the world’s—history. Packed with drama, fast paced and
gripping, it is both a panoramic depiction of the birth of
modern China and an intimate portrait of a woman: as
the concubine to a monarch, as the absolute ruler of a
third of the world’s population, and as a unique
stateswoman.
The story of three generations in twentieth-century China
that blends the intimacy of memoir and the panoramic
sweep of eyewitness history—a bestselling classic in
thirty languages with more than ten million copies sold
around the world, now with a new introduction from the
author. An engrossing record of Mao’s impact on China,
an unusual window on the female experience in the
modern world, and an inspiring tale of courage and love,
Jung Chang describes the extraordinary lives and
experiences of her family members: her grandmother, a
warlord’s concubine; her mother’s struggles as a young
idealistic Communist; and her parents’ experience as
members of the Communist elite and their ordeal during
the Cultural Revolution. Chang was a Red Guard briefly
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at the age of fourteen, then worked as a peasant, a
“barefoot doctor,” a steelworker, and an electrician. As
the story of each generation unfolds, Chang captures in
gripping, moving—and ultimately uplifting—detail the
cycles of violent drama visited on her own family and
millions of others caught in the whirlwind of history.
India, That Is Bharat, the first book of a comprehensive
trilogy, explores the influence of European 'colonial
consciousness' (or 'coloniality'), in particular its religious
and racial roots, on Bharat as the successor state to the
Indic civilisation and the origins of the Indian
Constitution. It lays the foundation for its sequels by
covering the period between the Age of Discovery,
marked by Christopher Columbus' expedition in 1492,
and the reshaping of Bharat through a British-made
constitution-the Government of India Act of 1919. This
includes international developments leading to the
founding of the League of Nations by Western powers
that tangibly impacted this journey. Further, this work
also traces the origins of seemingly universal constructs
such as 'toleration', 'secularism' and 'humanism' to
Christian political theology. Their subsequent role in
subverting the indigenous Indic consciousness through a
secularised and universalised Reformation, that is,
constitutionalism, is examined. It also puts forth the
concept of Middle Eastern coloniality, which preceded its
European variant and allies with it in the context of
Bharat to advance their shared antipathy towards the
Indic worldview. In order to liberate Bharat's distinctive
indigeneity, 'decoloniality' is presented as a civilisational
imperative in the spheres of nature, religion, culture,
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history, education, language and, crucially, in the realm
of constitutionalism.
Victor Sebestyen's riveting biography of Vladimir Ilyich
Lenin--the first major biography in English in nearly two
decades--is not only a political examination of one of the
most important historical figures of the twentieth century
but also a fascinating portrait of Lenin the man. Brought
up in comfort and with a passion for hunting and fishing,
chess, and the English classics, Lenin was radicalized
after the execution of his brother in 1887. Sebestyen
traces the story from Lenin's early years to his long exile
in Europe and return to Petrograd in 1917 to lead the first
Communist revolution in history. Uniquely, Sebestyen
has discovered that throughout Lenin's life his closest
relationships were with his mother, his sisters, his wife,
and his mistress. The long-suppressed story told here of
the love triangle that Lenin had with his wife, Nadezhda
Krupskaya, and his beautiful, married mistress and
comrade, Inessa Armand, reveals a more complicated
character than that of the coldly one-dimensional leader
of the Bolshevik Revolution. With Lenin's personal
papers and those of other leading political figures now
available, Sebestyen gives is new details that bring to life
the dramatic and gripping story of how Lenin seized
power in a coup and ran his revolutionary state. The
product of a violent, tyrannical, and corrupt Russia, he
chillingly authorized the deaths of thousands of people
and created a system based on the idea that political
terror against opponents was justified for a greater ideal.
An old comrade what had once admired him said that
Lenin "desired the good . . . but created evil." This
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included his invention of Stalin, who would take Lenin's
system of the gulag and the secret police to horrifying
new heights. In Lenin, Victor Sebestyen has written a
brilliant portrait of this dictator as a complex and ruthless
figure, and he also brings to light important new
revelations about the Russian Revolution, a pivotal point
in modern history. (With 16 pages of black-and-white
photographs)
Mao: The Unknown Story by Jung Chang and Jon
Halliday was published in 2005 to a great fanfare. The
book portrays Mao as a monster – equal to or worse
than Hitler and Stalin – and a fool who won power by
native cunning and ruled by terror. It received a
rapturous welcome from reviewers in the popular press
and rocketed to the top of the worldwide bestseller list.
Few works on China by writers in the West have
achieved its impact. Reviews by serious China scholars,
however, tended to take a different view. Most were
sharply critical, questioning its authority and the authors’
methods , arguing that Chang and Halliday’s book is not
a work of balanced scholarship, as it purports to be, but
a highly selective and even polemical study that sets out
to demonise Mao. This book brings together sixteen
reviews of Mao: The Unknown Story – all by
internationally well-regarded specialists in modern
Chinese history, and published in relatively specialised
scholarly journals. Taken together they demonstrate that
Chang and Halliday’s portrayal of Mao is in many places
woefully inaccurate. While agreeing that Mao had many
faults and was responsible for some disastrous policies,
they conclude that a more balanced picture is needed.
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Winner of the Samuel Johnson Prize An unprecedented,
groundbreaking history of China's Great Famine that
recasts the era of Mao Zedong and the history of the
People's Republic of China. "Between 1958 and 1962,
China descended into hell. Mao Zedong threw his
country into a frenzy with the Great Leap Forward, an
attempt to catch up to and overtake Britain in less than
15 years The experiment ended in the greatest
catastrophe the country had ever known, destroying tens
of millions of lives." So opens Frank Dikötter's riveting,
magnificently detailed chronicle of an era in Chinese
history much speculated about but never before fully
documented because access to Communist Party
archives has long been restricted to all but the most
trusted historians. A new archive law has opened up
thousands of central and provincial documents that
"fundamentally change the way one can study the Maoist
era." Dikötter makes clear, as nobody has before, that
far from being the program that would lift the country
among the world's superpowers and prove the power of
Communism, as Mao imagined, the Great Leap Forward
transformed the country in the other direction. It became
the site not only of "one of the most deadly mass killings
of human history,"--at least 45 million people were
worked, starved, or beaten to death--but also of "the
greatest demolition of real estate in human history," as
up to one-third of all housing was turned into rubble).
The experiment was a catastrophe for the natural world
as well, as the land was savaged in the maniacal pursuit
of steel and other industrial accomplishments. In a
powerful mesghing of exhaustive research in Chinese
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archives and narrative drive, Dikötter for the first time
links up what happened in the corridors of power-the
vicious backstabbing and bullying tactics that took place
among party leaders-with the everyday experiences of
ordinary people, giving voice to the dead and
disenfranchised. His magisterial account recasts the
history of the People's Republic of China.
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