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In recent years, work on the medieval English peasant has tended to stress the degree of
interaction between the village and the world beyond its bounds. This book not only provides
an overview of this research, but also develops this approach. Phillipp R. Schofield describes
the traditional world of the peasant - with attention given to such issues as relations between
lord and tenant, and the nature of the peasant family - and places the peasantry of the late
middle ages within the wider political, legal, ecclesiastical and commercial world of the
medieval community.
East Enders are a very special breed and tracing your East End ancestry is going to be
tremendous fun. Everyone has got some East End ancestors - and if they havent they invent
them, rollicking chaps, larky and resourceful, talking a funny language to keep them guessing,
eating at eel and pie shops, shouting out their wares in clattering, colorful markets. Their wives
and masters ( er in doors) are brazen lassies, smart as paint, tough as their men folk, presiding
over an undoubted matriarchal society where Mum rules OK? The good tales are of bright little
kids, unshod and streetwise, rising above their origins and making a mint. The bad ones are of
indescribable horror - children dying in diseased heaps, infant sex for sale and gangs of armed
bandits terrorizing the neighborhood.As author Jane Cox writes in the preface, the East End of
our great grandparents days was another world, and her fascinating and accessible guide to
East End ancestry will help you find out about it. She takes readers through the maze of courts
and alleys that was the home of their ancestors, bringing to life that vibrant, polyglot society,
and describing the many sources researchers can consult archives, records, books, the
internet in order to discover the lives of individuals who lived in the area or passed through it.
Edited accounts from the estates of Durham Priory provide a rich vein of information for the
economic history of the time.
Provides a comprehensive introduction and essential guide to one of the most important
institutions in medieval England and to its substantial archive. This is the first book to offer a
detailed explanation of the form, structure and evolution of the manor and its records. Offers
translations of, and commentaries upon, each category of document to illustrate their main
features. Examples of each category of record are provided in translation, followed by shorter
extracts selected to illustrate interesting, commonly occurring, or complex features. A valuable
source of reference for undergraduates wishing to understand the sources which underpin the
majority of research on the medieval economy and society.
This is the fourth edition of what is the leading practitioner's text on freedom of information law.
Providing in-depth legal analysis and practical guidance, it offers complete, authoritative
coverage for anyone either making, handling or adjudicating upon requests for official
information. The three years since the previous edition have seen numerous important
decisions from the courts and tribunals in the area. These and earlier authorities supply the
basis for clear statements of principle, which the work supports by reference to all relevant
cases. The book is logically organised so that the practitioner can quickly locate the relevant
text. It commences with an historical analysis that sets out the object of the legislation and its
relationship with other aspects of public law. Full references to Hansard and other
Parliamentary materials are provided. This is followed by a summary of the regime in five other
jurisdictions, providing comparative jurisprudence which can assist in resolving undecided
points. The potential of the Human Rights Act 1998 to support rights of access is dealt with in
some detail, with reference to all ECHR cases. Next follows a series of chapters dealing with
rights of access under other legislative regimes, covering information held by EU bodies,
requests under the Data Protection Act and the Environmental Information Regulations, public
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records, as well as type-specific rights of access. These introduce the practitioner to useful
rights of access that might otherwise be overlooked. They are arranged thematically to ensure
ready identification of potentially relevant ones. The book then considers practical aspects of
information requests: the persons who may make them; the bodies to whom they may be
made; the time allowed for responding; the modes of response; fees and vexatious requests;
the duty to advise and assist; the codes of practice; government guidance and its status;
transferring of requests; third party consultation. The next 13 chapters, comprising over half the
book, are devoted to exemptions. These start with two important chapters dealing with general
exemption principles, including the notions of 'prejudice' and the 'public interest'. The
arrangement of these chapters reflects the arrangement of the FOI Act, but the text is careful
to include analogous references to the Environmental Information Regulations and the Data
Protection Act 1998. With each chapter, the exemption is carefully analysed, starting with its
Parliamentary history (giving full references to Hansard and other Parliamentary material) and
the treatment given in the comparative jurisdictions. The analysis then turns to consider all
court judgments and tribunal decisions dealing with the exemption. The principles are stated in
the text, with footnotes giving all available references. Whether to prepare a case or to prepare
a response to a request, these chapters allow the practitioner to get on top of the exemption
rapidly and authoritatively. The book concludes with three chapters setting out the role of the
Information Commissioner and the Tribunal, appeals and enforcement. The chapter on
appeals allows the practitioner to be familiar with the processes followed in the tribunal, picking
up on the jurisprudence as it has emerged in the last eight or so years. Appendices include:
precedent requests for information; a step-by-step guide to responding to a request;
comparative tables; and a table of the FOI Act's Parliamentary history. Finally, the book
includes an annotated copy of the FOIA Act, the Data Protection Act 1998, the Environmental
Information Regulations 2004, all subordinate legislation made under them, EU legislation,
Tribunal rules and practice directions, and the Codes of Practice.ContributorsProf John Angel,
former President of the Information TribunalRichard Clayton QC, 4-5 Gray's Inn SquareJoanne
Clement, 11 KBWGerry Facena, Monkton ChambersEleanor Gray QC
This seminal work of scholarship, which traces the development of literacy in medieval
England, is now fully updated in a third edition. This book serves as an introduction to medieval
books and documents for graduate students throughout the world Features a completely rewritten first chapter, ‘Memories and Myths of the Norman Conquest', and a new postscript by
the author reflecting on the reception to the original publication and discussing recent
scholarship on medieval literacy Includes a revised guide to further reading and a revision of
the plates which illustrate medieval manuscripts in detail
This is the first collection of translated sources on towns in medieval England. It draws on the
great variety of written evidence for this significant and dynamic period of urban development,
and invites students to consider for themselves the challenges and opportunities presented by
a wide range of primary written sources. The introduction and editorial commentary situate the
extracts within the larger context of European urban history, against a longer chronological
backdrop and in relation to the most up-to-date research. Suggestions for further reading
enable the student to engage critically with the materials and encourage new work in the field.
Collectively, the texts and commentary provide an overview of English medieval urban history,
while the emphasis throughout is on the particular character and potential of each type of
written evidence, from legal and administrative records to inventories of shops, and from letters
and poetry to legendary civic histories.
Do you want to know more about the history of your house, find out about the lives of former
inhabitants, and discover more about the local community in which your house stands?
Pamela Brooks, author of "How to Research Local History" will help you get started. She'll take
you step by step along a fascinating trail of discovery, starting with the building itself and
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progressing to who lived there. Contents: 1. Introduction; 2. Preparing to research; 3.
Secondary sources; 4. The Architecture of Your House - External Features; 5. The Architecture
of Your House - Internal Features; 6. The building itself: Maps, Photographs and Sketches; 7.
The Building Itself: Other Documents; 8. Who Lived There? Deeds and Taxation Records; 9.
Who lived there? Personal Records; 10. Other sources; Appendices; Index.
The essays in Communities and Courts in Britain, 1150-1900 all reflect the wider concept of
legal history - how legal processes fitted into the social and political life of the community and
how courts and other legal processes were used by contemporaries. In doing so they aim both
to justify the study of legal history in its own right and to show how legal records, including
those of a variety of central and local courts, can be used to further our understanding of a
wide range of social, commercial, popular and political history.
This electronic version has been made available under a Creative Commons (BY-NC-ND)
open access license. This book examines trials, civil and criminal, ecclesiastical and secular, in
England and Europe between the thirteenth and the seventeenth centuries. Chapters consider
the judges and juries and the amateur and professional advisers involved in legal processes as
well as the offenders brought before the courts, with the reasons for prosecuting them and the
defences they put forward. The cases examined range from a fourteenth century causecélèbre, the attempted trial of Pope Boniface VIII for heresy, to investigations of obscure
people for sexual and religious offences in the city states of Geneva and Venice. Technical
terms have been cut to a minimum to ensure accessibility and appeal to lawyers, social,
political and legal historians, undergraduate and postgraduates as well as general readers
interested in the development of the trial through time.
Martin Wilcox's concise and informative guide to the fishing industry will be absorbing reading
for anyone who wants to learn about its history or find out about the life a fisherman and his
family. In a clear and accessible way he takes readers through the technical, economic and
social aspects of the story. He gives a graphic account of the development of the British
fisheries through the medieval period and into the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The
themes and issues that family and local historians will need to understand in order to pursue
their research are a key part of the study. He introduces the reader to the variety of national
and local records that are available for genealogical research and considers the many other
resources that can yield fascinating information about the industry and those who worked in it.
British Archives is the foremost reference guide to archive resources in the UK. Since
publication of the first edition more than ten years ago, it has established itself as an
indispensable reference source for everyone who needs rapid access on archives and archive
repositories in this country. Over 1200 entries provide detailed information on the nature and
extent of the collection as well as the organization holding it. A typical entry includes: name of
repositiony; parent organization ; address, telephone, fax, email and website; number for
enquiries; days and hours of opening; access restrictions; acquisitions policy; archives of
organization; major collections; non-manuscript material; finding aids; facilities; conservation;
publications New to this edition: email and web address; expanded bibliography; consolidated
repository and collections index
Every surname has its own story to tell, and a surname study is a natural complement to family
history research. The study of surnames has been revolutionised in the last decade with the
increasing availability of online resources, and it is now easier than ever before to explore the
history, evolution, distribution and meaning of your family name. The Surnames Handbook
provides a comprehensive guide to researching your surname using genealogical methods in
conjunction with the latest advances in DNA testing and surname mapping. The book explores
the key resources that are used to study a surname and is packed with links to relevant
websites giving you everything you need to research your surname in one compact volume.
The first structured and comprehensive guide to virtually the only source of local records
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before the 16th century.

Considered to be the classic introduction to the subject, this third edition has
been carefully revised and updated to take account of the developments in the
subject, and includes an extensive newly compiled bibliography and twice the
number of illustrations as in previous editions.
Tracing Your Liverpool Ancestors' gives a fascinating insight into everyday life in
the Liverpool area over the past four centuries. Aimed primarily at the family and
social historian, Mike Royden's highly readable guide introduces readers to the
wealth of material available on the citys history and its people. In a series of
short, information-packed chapters he describes, in vivid detail, the rise of
Liverpool through shipping, manufacturing and trade from the original fishing
village to the cosmopolitan metropolis of the present day. Throughout he
concentrates on the lives of the local people on their experience as Liverpool
developed around them. He looks at their living conditions, at poverty and the
laboring poor, at health and the ravages of disease, at the influence of religion
and migration, at education and the traumatic experience of war. He shows how
the lives of Liverpudlians changed over the centuries and how this is reflected in
the records that have survived. His useful book is a valuable tool for anyone
researching the history of the city or the life of an individual ancestor.
Manorial records are a valuable source of information: this guide aims to make
them more accessible to amateur researchers. It covers the types of information
they contain and advises on how to locate manorial records using the Manorial
Documents Register. A section at the end of the book deals specifically with the
manorial records in the Public Record Office and how to use the available finding
aids. The records covered date from 1500 to 1900.
A fresh examination of how society and economy changed at the end of the
middle ages, comparing urban and rural experience.
English local and regional history has attracted widespread attention in the last
twenty-five to thirty years. Its study has expanded at undergraduate and
postgraduate levels in universities, polytechnics, and at other institutions of
higher education, and it has long retained its popularity as a subject for adult
education classes. In schools the teaching of local history in its own right, and as
an ingredient of general history, environmental studies, and local and social
studies, is well established, and commonly involves the use of original sources.
The expansion of genealogical studies into the wider area of family history has
involved many individuals and groups in the investigation of the local conditions,
which existed where former generations lived and, in this pursuit, increasing use
of local records has been made. Many who seek to involve themselves in this
work, however, find that they are ill-equipped in the knowledge of what sources
exist, where they are to be found, or what techniques are suitable in making the
best use of them.
Retaining the position it has held since first publication, the fifth edition of this
leading practitioner text on information law has been thoroughly re-worked to
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provide comprehensive coverage of the Data Protection Act 2018 and the GDPR.
Information Rights has been cited by the Supreme Court, Court of Appeal and
others, and is used by practitioners, judges and all those who practise in the field.
The new edition maintains its style of succinct statements of principle, supported
by case law, legislative provisions and statutory guidance. Reflecting its enlarged
scope and to maintain easy referencing, the work has been arranged into two
volumes. The first volume is a 1,250-page commentary, divided into six parts.
The first part is an overview and introduction to overarching principles. The
second part provides an authoritative treatment of the data protection regime.
This covers all four forms of processing (general, applied, law enforcement and
security services) under the GDPR and DPA 2018. Each obligation and each
right is comprehensively treated, with reference to all known case-law, both
domestic and EU, including those dealing with analogous provisions in the
previous data protection regime. The third part provides a detailed treatment of
the environmental information regime. This recognises the treaty provenance of
the regime and its distinct requirements. The fourth part continues to provide the
most thorough analysis available of the Freedom of Information Act and its
Scottish counterpart. As with earlier editions, every tribunal and court decision
has been reviewed and, where required, referenced. The fifth part considers
other sources of information rights, including common law rights, local
government rights and subject-specific statutory information access regimes (eg
health records, court records, audit information etc). The final part deals with
practice and procedure, examining appeal and regulatory processes, criminal
sanctions and so forth. The second volume comprises extensive annotated
statutory material, including the DPA 2018, the GDPR, FOIA, subordinate
legislation, international conventions and statutory guidance. The law is stated as
at 1st February 2020.
The Georgian period 1714 to 1837 was a key stage in our modern history so
some understanding of it is essential for family historians who want to push their
research back into the eighteenth century and beyond, and John Wintrip's
handbook is an invaluable introduction to it. In a sequence of concise, insightful
chapters he focuses on those aspects of the period that are particularly relevant
to genealogical research and he presents a detailed guide to the variety of
sources that readers can consult as they pursue their research.While fewer
sources are available than for more recent history, obstacles in the way of further
research can often be overcome through knowledge of a wide range of sources
and a greater understanding the historical context, together with the use of sound
research techniques. So the author provides not only a historical overview of
relevant topics but he also describes the records of the period in detail.This
expert guide to researching the Georgians will open up the field for experienced
researchers and for newcomers alike.
Romance and the Gentry in Late Medieval England offers a new history of Middle
English romance, the most popular genre of secular literature in the English Middle
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Ages. Michael Johnston argues that many of the romances composed in England from
1350-1500 arose in response to the specific socio-economic concerns of the gentry, the
class of English landowners who lacked titles of nobility and hence occupied the lower
rungs of the aristocracy. The end of the fourteenth century in England witnessed power
devolving to the gentry, who became one of the dominant political and economic forces
in provincial society. As Johnston demonstrates, this social change also affected
England's literary culture, particularly the composition and readership of romance.
Romance and the Gentry in Late Medieval England identifies a series of new topoi in
Middle English that responded to the gentry's economic interests. But beyond social
history and literary criticism, it also speaks to manuscript studies, showing that most of
the codices of the "gentry romances" were produced by those in the immediate employ
of the gentry. By bringing together literary criticism and manuscript studies, this book
speaks to two scholarly communities often insulated from one another: it invites
manuscript scholars to pay closer attention to the cultural resonances of the texts within
medieval codices; simultaneously, it encourages literary scholars to be more attentive
to the cultural resonances of surviving medieval codices.
"Sue Wilkes’s accessible and informative handbook outlines Lancashire’s history and
describes the origins of its major industries - cotton, coal, transport, engineering,
shipbuilding and others. She looks at the stories of important Lancashire families such
as the Stanleys, Molyneuxs and Egertons, and famous entrepreneurs such as Richard
Arkwright, in order to illustrate aspects of Lancashire life and to show how the many
sources available for family and local history research can be used. Relevant
documents, specialist archives and libraries, background reading and other sources are
recommended throughout this practical book. Also included is a directory of Lancashire
archives, libraries and academic repositories, as well as databases of family history
societies, useful genealogy websites, and places to visit which bring Lancashire’s past
to life"--Book jacket.
Genealogically and historically, Kent is an important maritime county which has played
a prime defensive role in English history. It is large and diverse and replete with great
houses, castles and other family homes, many with their own archives. It is also a
fascinating area of research for family and local historians, and David Wrights
handbook is the perfect guide to it. For thirty-five years he has been working with the
various Kent archives, and his extensive experience means he is uniquely well placed
to introduce them to other researchers and show how they can be used. He
summarizes the many different classes of Kent records, both national and local. For the
first time he draws together the best of modern indexing and cataloguing along with
other long-established sources to produce a balanced and up-to-date overview of
Kentish genealogical sources where to find them, their contents and utility to
researchers. Tracing Your Kent Ancestors is essential reading and reference for
newcomers to family history, and it will be a mine of practical information for
researchers who have already started to work in the field.
Studies focusing on medieval lordship and education.
Sandy Bardsley examines the complex relationship between speech and gender in the
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries and engages debates on the static nature of women's
status after the Black Death. Focusing on England, Venomous Tongues uses a
combination of legal, literary, and artistic sources to show how deviant speech was
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increasingly feminized in the later Middle Ages. Women of all social classes and marital
statuses ran the risk of being charged as scolds, and local jurisdictions interpreted the
label "scold" in a way that best fit their particular circumstances. Indeed, Bardsley
demonstrates, this flexibility of definition helped to ensure the longevity of the term:
women were punished as scolds as late as the early nineteenth century. The tongue,
according to late medieval moralists, was a dangerous weapon that tempted people to
sin. During the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, clerics railed against blasphemers,
liars, and slanderers, while village and town elites prosecuted those who abused
officials or committed the newly devised offense of scolding. In courts, women in
particular were prosecuted and punished for insulting others or talking too much in a
public setting. In literature, both men and women were warned about women's
propensity to gossip and quarrel, while characters such as Noah's Wife and the Wife of
Bath demonstrate the development of a stereotypically garrulous woman. Visual
representations, such as depictions of women gossiping in church, also reinforced the
message that women's speech was likely to be disruptive and deviant.
Examines the common issues that emerge from the study of class and gender in
European criminal prosecutions.
The records of the office-holding monks of Westminster Abbey are of major importance
not only for life in the cloister, but also for that of society outside. Approx. 4000 items.
This book is designed to teach you how to read and understand the handwriting found
in documents commonly used in genealogical research. It explains techniques for
reading early American documents; provides samples of alphabets and letter forms;
defines terms and abbreviations commonly used in early American documents such as
wills, deeds, and church records; and, furthermore, presents numerous examples of
early American records for the reader to work with. Each document -- nearly 100 of
them at various stages of complexity -- appears with the author's transcription on a
facing page, enabling the reader to check his own transcription. Also covered in the
work, with particular emphasis on handwriting, are numbers and roman numerals, dates
and the change from the Julian Calendar to the Gregorian Calendar, abbreviations and
contractions, and standard terms found in early American records.
The essays in this prestigious collection are concerned with various aspects of village
and small town society in medieval England and offer novel approaches to the use of
manor court rolls in investigating landlord and peasant mentalités. The book also
contains a comprehensive listing of surviving records and their whereabouts.
Manorial RecordsAn Introduction to Their Transcription and Translation
Property title deeds are perhaps the most numerous sources of historical evidence but
also one of the most neglected. While the information any one deed contains can often
be reduced to a few lines, it can be of critical importance for family and local historians.
Nat Alcock's handbook aims to help the growing army of enthusiastic researchers to
use the evidence of these documents, without burying them in legal technicalities. It
also reveals how fascinating and rewarding they can be once their history, language
and purpose are understood. A sequence of concise, accessible chapters explains why
they are so useful, where they can be found and how the evidence they provide can be
extracted and applied. Family historians will find they reveal family, social and financial
relationships and local historians can discover from them so much about land
ownership, field and place names, the history of buildings and the expansion of towns
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and cities. They also bring our ancestors into view in the fullness of life, not just at birth,
marriage and death, and provide more rounded pictures of the members of a family
tree.
Challenging a hundred-year tradition that English peasants were serfs at the disposal of
their lord, J.A. Raftis argues that tenants were in considerable control of the manorial
regime and were able to take advantage of what most scholars have considered to be
exploitive and negative aspects of the medieval agricultural economy. Offering a
revisionist theory that shifts the focus from labour services required by the lord to
capital required by the customary tenant, Raftis reveals that "peasant economic
development" and "manorial economy" are not mutually exclusive terms. Using account
rolls, charters, court rolls, and lay subsidy rolls, he demonstrates that lords
subordinated their power to tax and to extract labour services to a policy of capital
maintenance. This breakthrough allows him to develop a more rational explanation for
the growth of markets and wealth in a countryside not exclusively dependent on the
economy of lords. Peasant Economic Development within the English Manorial System
is a ground-breaking analysis that redefines the social and economic history of rural
medieval England and changes the direction of medieval scholarship.
"Anyone who has had any success in researching their Welsh ancestry will know that a
grasp of specialized Welsh genealogical methods and sources is only one of several
factors that contributed to that success. They will know, for example, how important it is
in Welsh research to have some understanding of the social, cultural, religious, and
economic background of the communities in which those ancestors lived. This book
attempts to broaden that understanding, especially for the period prior to 1800 when
most researchers begin to experience difficulties. In addition, it aims to make readers
more aware of some little-known sources and the special uses that may be applied to
the information found in these sources. The book follows the format of the Rowlands'
highly successful Welsh Family History and is a compendium of contributions by
experts in different fields. Both books have their origins in the residential courses in
family history offered at the University of Wales, Aberystwyth, since 1986, and,
although there is some overlap in the time periods considered within the two books,
there is virtually no duplication of content. Apart from chapters dealing with aspects of
community life, there are chapters relating to different occupations, surnames, old
documents, maps, estate records, and family histories (the Vaughans of Trawsgoed,
the Pugh family of Llanfair and Llanbedr, the Lloyds of Ty Newydd, Moris Reignald,
Titus Jones, and "Baron" Lewis Owen). The book contains several case studies and is
rounded off with examples of work done as part of the accreditation process on some
more recent university courses. Other chapters cover Catholics in Wales, Urban Growth
and Development, People in Mining and Metals, Bartrum's Welsh Genealogies, Homes
of Surnames, English Settlement in Montgomeryshire, and Religion and Society in 19thcentury Wales."--Publisher description.
The history of Ireland is one that was long dominated by the question of land
ownership, with complex and often distressing tales over the centuries of dispossession
and colonisation, religious tensions, absentee landlordism, subsistence farming, and
considerably more to sadden the heart. Yet with the destruction of much of Ireland's
historic record during the Irish Civil War, and with the discriminatory Penal Laws in
place in earlier times, it is often within land records that we can find evidence of our
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ancestors' existence, in some cases the only evidence, where the relevant vital records
for an area may never have been kept or may not have survived. In Tracing Your Irish
Ancestors Through Land Records, genealogist and best-selling author Chris Paton
explores how the surviving records can help with our ancestral research, but also tell
the stories of the communities from within which our ancestors emerged. He explores
the often controversial history of ownership of land across the island, the rights granted
to those who held estates and the plights of the dispossessed, and identifies the
various surviving records which can help to tease out the stories of many of Ireland's
forgotten generations. Along the way Chris Paton identifies the various ways to access
the records, whether in Ireland's many archives, local and national, and increasingly
through a variety of online platforms.
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