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Maniac Magee Study Guide Questions
Explore the many obstacles that Maniac Magee encounters in this eye-opening book. Students
will learn to analyze prejudices and other challenges that Magee faces by completing fun,
challenging activities and lessons provided in this digital instructional guide for literature. This e-
book guide is the perfect tool for teachers to aid students in analyzing and comprehending this
story. Appealing and challenging cross-curricular lessons and activities incorporate research-
based literacy skills to help students become thorough readers. These lessons and activities
work in conjunction with the text to teach students how to analyze and comprehend story
elements in multiple ways, practice close reading and text-based vocabulary, determine
meaning through text-dependent questions, and much more.
The lives of four young people in very different circumstances are changed by their encounters
with a mysterious library card that introduces them to the world of books and reading. Reprint.
Contains lesson plans for five Paulsen novels, including Woodsong, Dogsong, Hatchet, The
river, and Brian's winter.
The New York Times bestselling sequel to Newbery Medalist Jerry Spinelli’s modern-day
classic Stargirl, now an original film on Disney+! And don't miss the author's highly anticipated
new novel, Dead Wednesday! Love, Stargirl picks up a year after Stargirl ends and reveals the
new life of the beloved character who moved away so suddenly at the end of Stargirl. The
novel takes the form of "the world's longest letter," in diary form, going from date to date
through a little more than a year's time. In her writing, Stargirl mixes memories of her
bittersweet time in Mica, Arizona, with involvements with new people in her life. In Love,
Stargirl, we hear the voice of Stargirl herself as she reflects on time, life, Leo, and - of course -
love. “Spinelli is a poet of the prepubescent. . . . No writer guides his young characters, and his
readers, past these pitfalls and challenges and toward their futures with more compassion.”
—The New York Times
A group of six rowdy high school seniors staying at a beach house for a week are forced to
grow up quickly when they discover an extraordinary number of beached whales.
Seventh-grader John "Crash" Coogan has always been comfortable with his tough, aggressive
behavior, until his relationship with an unusual Quaker boy and his grandfather's stroke make
him consider the meaning of friendship and the importance of family.
Struggling readers frequently lack basic reading skills and are not equipped with the prior
knowledge and reading strategies to thoroughly engage in the classroom literature experience.
Give your students the background and support they need to understand and enjoy literature.
With these reading guides, your students will practice reading comprehension skills, sharpen
their vocabulary, and learn to identify literary elements. The eBooks range in reading level from
4 to 10. Reproducible. Contents Include: Teacher and student support materials, reproducible
student activity sheets, an end-of-book test, and an answer key. Each reading guide divides
the novel into six manageable units. Prepares all students for reading success through
activating prior knowledge. Focuses reading with guiding "Questions to Think About". Build
vocabulary with pre-reading and during-reading activities.
Only 13, John must track a deer in the Minnesota woods for his family's winter meat, and in
doing so finds himself drawn to the doe he's been tracking and hating his role as hunter.
A Newbery Medal winning modern classic about a racially divided small town and
a boy who runs. Jeffrey Lionel "Maniac" Magee might have lived a normal life if a
freak accident hadn't made him an orphan. After living with his unhappy and
uptight aunt and uncle for eight years, he decides to run--and not just run away,
but run. This is where the myth of Maniac Magee begins, as he changes the lives
of a racially divided small town with his amazing and legendary feats.
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William Faulkner [RL 8 IL 7-12] An aristocratic Southern woman hides a macabre
secret. Themes: lost love; secret passions. 36 pages. Tale Blazers.
For use in teaching literature to high school students.
An innovative new edition of nine classic short stories from one of the greatest
writers of the Victorian era. “I cannot think other than in stories,” Oscar Wilde
once confessed to his friend André Gide. In this new selection of his short fiction,
Wilde’s gifts as a storyteller are on full display, accompanied by informative
facing-page annotations from Wilde biographer and scholar Nicholas Frankel. A
wide-ranging introduction brings readers into the world from which the author
drew inspiration. Each story in the collection brims with Wilde’s trademark wit,
style, and sharp social criticism. Many are reputed to have been written for
children, although Wilde insisted this was not true and that his stories would
appeal to all “those who have kept the childlike faculties of wonder and joy.”
“Lord Arthur Savile’s Crime” stands alongside Wilde’s comic masterpiece The
Importance of Being Earnest, while other stories—including “The Happy Prince,”
the tale of a young ruler who had never known sorrow, and “The Nightingale and
the Rose,” the story of a nightingale who sacrifices herself for true love—embrace
the theme of tragic, forbidden love and are driven by an undercurrent of
seriousness, even despair, at the repressive social and sexual values of Wilde’s
day. Like his later writings, Wilde’s stories are a sweeping indictment of the
society that would imprison him for his homosexuality in 1895, five years before
his death at the age of forty-six. Published here in the form in which Victorian
readers first encountered them, Wilde’s short stories contain much that appeals
to modern readers of vastly different ages and temperaments. They are the
perfect distillation of one of the Victorian era’s most remarkable writers.
A collection of cross-curricular lessons to accompany the novel by Jerry Spinelli
offers sample lesson plans, vocabulary lists, quizzes, cooperative learning
activities, and book report ideas.
Newbery medalist Jerry Spinelli has penned his early autobiography with all the
warmth, humor, and drama of his best-selling fiction. And don't miss the author's
highly anticipated new novel, Dead Wednesday! "A master of those
embarrassing, gloppy, painful, and suddenly wonderful things that happen on the
razor's edge between childhood and full-fledged adolescence" --The Washington
Post From first memories through high school, including first kiss, first punch, first
trip to the principal's office, and first humiliating sports experience, this is not
merely an account of a highly unusual childhood. Rather, like Spinelli's fiction, its
appeal lies in the accessibility and universality of his life. Entertaining and fast-
paced, this is a highly readable memoir-- a must-have for Spinelli fans of all ages.
In this State Standards-aligned Literature Kit™, we divide the novel by chapters or
sections and feature reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. In every
chapter, we include Before You Read and After You Read questions. The Before
You Read activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading.
They stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to
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make connections between what they know and what they will learn. The After
You Read activities check students' comprehension and extend their learning.
Students are asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative
and evaluative short-answer questions and journal prompts. Also included are
writing tasks, graphic organizers, comprehension quiz, test prep, word search,
and crossword to further develop students' critical thinking and writing skills, and
analysis of the text. About the Novel: Maniac Magee is a Newbery Medal winning
story about a young homeless boy running through town and the different people
he meets along the way. Orphaned at the age of three, Jeffrey Magee runs away
from his Aunt and Uncle eight years later. He finds himself in Two Mills,
Pennsylvania, where he realizes the town is split in half—the East End and the
West End. Running his way through the town, Magee learns of the hatred and
racism that separates the two sides. Along the way, he meets a wide range of
interesting characters, and even develops a legend for himself, earning him the
nickname "Maniac". He endures hardships while moving from place to place,
eventually finding a home in a buffalo pen at the zoo. Maniac Magee is a brave
story about racism and homelessness. All of our content is aligned to your State
Standards and are written to Bloom's Taxonomy.
From the author of the acclaimed GLORY BE, a novel that celebrates baseball,
fast piano, and small-town living in the wake of the Vietnam War. When Theo
gets off a bus in Destiny, Florida, he's left behind the only life he's ever known.
Now he's got to live with Uncle Raymond, a Vietnam War vet and a loner who
wants nothing to do with this long-lost nephew. Thank goodness for Miss Sister
Grandersole's Boarding House and Dance School. The piano that sits in Miss
Sister's dance hall calls to Theo. He can't wait to play those ivory keys. When
Anabel arrives things get even more enticing. This feisty girl, a baseball fanatic,
invites Theo on her quest to uncover the town's connection to old-time ball
players rumored to have lived there years before. A mystery, an adventure, and a
musical exploration unfold as this town called Destiny lives up to its name.
Acclaimed author Augusta Scattergood has delivered a straight-to-the-heart story
with unforgettable characters, humor, and hard questions about loss, family, and
belonging.
Ever since they were Snotsippers, Jack and the girl have fought, until one day she
steals his bike and as he and the Amigos try to recover it, Jack realizes that he is
growing up and must eventually leave the "goodlands and badlands of Hokey Pokey."
Maniac MageeLittle, Brown Books for Young Readers
Suggests activities to be used in the classroom to accompany the reading of Maniac
Magee by Jerry Spinelli.
Provides prereading activities, writing ideas, and critical thinking questions for the book
by Jerry Spinelli.
This teaching unit helps introduce fine literature to students with a wide range of
reading abilities. Each teaching unit promotes oral and written language proficiency
through discussion questions and writing assignments that develop comprehension,
application, synthesis, and evaluation skills. Reproducible pages contain classroom-
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tested activities that reinforce thinking skills while introducing the concept of analysis
through class discussion. Extensive background information is provided for the teacher;
students are presented with the elements of fiction, including setting, characterization,
plot, point of view, and theme.
Provides vocabulary exercises and questions corresponding to the reading of Maniac
Magee by Jerry Spinelli.
Can playing dead bring you back to life? Maybe only on Dead Wednesday… On this day
the worlds of a shy boy and a gone girl collide, and the connection they make will
change them both forever. A brilliant new novel from the Newbery Medal winner and
author of the New York Times bestseller Stargirl. "Jerry Spinelli has created another
middle grade masterpiece." —BookPage, starred review On Dead Wednesday, every
eighth grader in Amber Springs is assigned the name and identity of a teenager who
died a preventable death in the past year. The kids don black shirts and for the whole
day everyone in town pretends they're invisible—as if they weren't even there. The
adults think it will make them contemplate their mortality. The kids know it's a free pass
to get away with anything. Worm Tarnauer feels invisible every day. He's perfectly
happy being the unnoticed sidekick of his friend Eddie. So he's not expecting Dead
Wednesday to feel that different. But he didn't count on being assigned Becca Finch
(17, car crash). And he certainly didn't count on Becca showing up to boss him around!
Letting this girl into his head is about to change everything. This is the story of the
unexpected, heartbreaking, hilarious, truly epic day when Worm Tarnauer discovers his
own life.
Jason and Marceline have been friends since the end of seventh grade. Now in ninth
grade, Jason's starting to think that they could be more than friends, and Marceline's
starting to think so, too. But does the beginning of romance mean the end of their
friendship?
From renowned Newbery-winning author Jerry Spinelli comes a powerful story
about how not fitting in just might lead to an incredible life. This classic book is
perfect for fans of Gordon Korman and Carl Hiaasen. Just like other kids, Zinkoff
rides his bike, hopes for snow days, and wants to be like his dad when he grows
up. But Zinkoff also raises his hand with all the wrong answers, trips over his own
feet, and falls down with laughter over a word like "Jabip." Other kids have their
own word to describe him, but Zinkoff is too busy to hear it. He doesn't know he's
not like everyone else. And one winter night, Zinkoff's differences show that any
name can someday become "hero." With some of his finest writing to date and
great wit and humor, Jerry Spinelli creates a story about a boy's individuality
surpassing the need to fit in and the genuine importance of failure. As readers
follow Zinkoff from first through sixth grade, it becomes impossible not to identify
with and root for him through failures and triumphs. The perfect classroom read.
Students analyze Maniac Magee using key skills from the Common Core. Close
reading of the text is required to answer text-dependent questions. Included are
student pages with the text-dependent questions as well as suggested answers.
For use in schools and libraries only. Sixth-grade misfits Sunny, Eddie, Salem,
and Pickles jump on the school spirit bandwagon, but they do not agree to follow
the crowd
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Now a seventh grader, Jason finds out the hard way just how different things are
where ninth graders are the kings.
Reproducible Reading Study Guides that give students the background and
support they need to understand and enjoy literature. With these reading guides,
your students will practice reading comprehension skills, sharpen their
vocabulary and learn to identify literary elements.
Essentially a complete teacher's manual for the novel, this LitPlan Teacher Pack
includes lesson plans and reproducible resource materials for Maniac Magee by
Jerry Spinelli. It includes: Daily Lessons, Short answer study questions, Multiple
choice quiz questions, Vocabulary worksheets for each reading assignment, 3
detailed writing assignments, Individual and group activities, Critical thinking
discussion questions, 5 unit tests (2 short answer, 2 multiple choice, 1
advanced), Evaluation forms, Review puzzles & games, Bulletin board ideas,
Reproducible student materials, and more!
Novel-Ties study guides contain reproducible pages in a chapter by chapter
format to accompany a work of literature of the same title.
Critically acclaimed when it was first published, Tuck Everlasting has become a
much-loved, well-studied modern-day classic. This anniversary edition features
an in-depth interview conducted by Betsy Hearne in which Natalie Babbitt takes a
look at Tuck Everlasting twenty-five years later. What if you could live forever? Is
eternal life a blessing or a curse? That is what young Winnie Foster must decide
when she discovers a spring on her family’s property whose waters grant
immortality. Members of the Tuck family, having drunk from the spring, tell
Winnie of their experiences watching life go by and never growing older. But then
Winnie must decide whether or not to keep the Tucks’ secret—and whether or not
to join them on their never-ending journey. Praise for Tuck Everlasting by Natalie
Babbitt: “A fearsome and beautifully written book that can't be put down or
forgotten.” —The New York Times “Exciting and excellently written.” —The New
York Times Book Review “With its serious intentions and light touch the story is,
like the Tucks, timeless.” —Chicago Sun-Times “Probably the best work of our
best children's novelist.” —Harper's “Natalie Babbitt's great skill is spinning
fantasy with the lilt and sense of timeless wisdom of the old fairy tales. . . . It
lingers on, haunting your waking hours, making you ponder.” —The Boston Globe
“This book is as shapely, crisp, sweet, and tangy as a summer-ripe pear.”
—Entertainment Weekly This title has Common Core connections.
What is stargazer, skateboarder, chess champ, pepperoni pizza eater, older brother, sister
hater, best friend, first kisser, science geek, control freak Will Tuppence so afraid of in this
great big universe? Jerry Spinelli knows.
A guide to facilitating the discussion of the novel by Jerry Spinelli by students in grades four
through eight offers suggestions for identifying themes, analyzing vocabulary, and responding
to the text.
He wasn't born with the name Maniac Magee. He came into this world named Jeffrey Lionel
Magee, but when his parents died and his life changed, so did his name. And Maniac Magee
became a legend. Even today kids talk about how fast he could run; about how he hit an inside-
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the-park "frog" homer; how no knot, no matter how snarled, would stay that way once he
began to untie it. But the thing Maniac Magee is best known for is what he did for the kids from
the East Side and those from the West Side.
Nine-year-old David has recently lost his mother to a freak accident, his salesman father is
constantly on the road, and he is letting his anger out on his grandmother. Sarcastic and bossy
13-year-old Primrose lives with her childlike, fortuneteller mother, and a framed picture is the
only evidence of the father she never knew. Despite their differences, David and Primrose
forge a tight yet tumultuous friendship, eventually helping each other deal with what is missing
in their lives. This powerful, quirky novel about two very complicated, damaged children has
much to say about friendship, loss, and recovery.
The purpose of this book is educational. I enjoy reading Jerry Spinelli's "Maniac Magee," and I
believe that it is an excellent book for children (and for adults such as myself) to read. This
book contains many questions about Jerry Spinelli's "Maniac Magee" and their answers. I hope
that teachers of children will find it useful as a guide for discussions. It can also be used for
short writing assignments. Students can answer selected questions from this little guide orally
or in one or more paragraphs. I hope to encourage teachers to teach Jerry Spinelli's "Maniac
Magee," and I hope to lessen the time needed for teachers to prepare to teach this book.
Newbery Honor Book * ALA Notable Children's Book "Deeply felt. Presents a moral question
with great care and sensitivity." —The New York Times "A spellbinding story about rites of
passage." —Publishers Weekly (starred review) "A realistic story with the intensity of a fable."
—The Horn Book (starred review) "Thought-provoking." —School Library Journal (starred review)
In Palmer LaRue's hometown of Waymer, turning ten is the biggest event of a boy's life. But for
Palmer, his tenth birthday is not something to look forward to, but something to dread. Then
one day, a visitor appears on his windowsill, and Palmer knows that this, more than anything
else, is a sign that his time is up. Somehow, he must learn how to stop being afraid and stand
up for what he believes in. Wringer is a powerful tour de force from Newbery Medal winner
Jerry Spinelli.
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