Where To Download Mali Conflict Of 2012 2013 A Critical Assessment Patterns Of Local Regional And Global
Conflict And Resolution Dynamics In Post Colonial And Post Cold War Africa

Mali Conflict Of 2012 2013 A Critical Assessment Patterns Of Local Regional And
Global Conflict And Resolution Dynamics In Post Colonial And Post Cold War Africa
Produced biennially, The World's Water is the most comprehensive and up-to-to date source of information and analysis on
freshwater resources. Each new volume examines critical global trends and offers the best data available on a variety of topics
related to water. Volume 8 features chapters on hydraulic fracturing (fracking), water footprints, sustainable water jobs, and
desalination financing, among other timely issues. Water briefs provide concise updates on topics including the Dead-Sea and the
role of water in the Syrian conflict. The World's Water is coauthored by MacArthur "genius" Peter H. Gleick and his colleagues at
the world-renowned Pacific Institute. Since the first volume was published in 1998, the series has become an indispensable
resource for professionals in government agencies and nongovernmental organizations, researchers, students, and anyone
concerned with water and its use.
For more than a century, from 1900 to 2006, campaigns of nonviolent resistance were more than twice as effective as their violent
counterparts in achieving their stated goals. By attracting impressive support from citizens, whose activism takes the form of
protests, boycotts, civil disobedience, and other forms of nonviolent noncooperation, these efforts help separate regimes from their
main sources of power and produce remarkable results, even in Iran, Burma, the Philippines, and the Palestinian Territories.
Combining statistical analysis with case studies of specific countries and territories, Erica Chenoweth and Maria J. Stephan detail
the factors enabling such campaigns to succeed and, sometimes, causing them to fail. They find that nonviolent resistance
presents fewer obstacles to moral and physical involvement and commitment, and that higher levels of participation contribute to
enhanced resilience, greater opportunities for tactical innovation and civic disruption (and therefore less incentive for a regime to
maintain its status quo), and shifts in loyalty among opponents' erstwhile supporters, including members of the military
establishment. Chenoweth and Stephan conclude that successful nonviolent resistance ushers in more durable and internally
peaceful democracies, which are less likely to regress into civil war. Presenting a rich, evidentiary argument, they originally and
systematically compare violent and nonviolent outcomes in different historical periods and geographical contexts, debunking the
myth that violence occurs because of structural and environmental factors and that it is necessary to achieve certain political
goals. Instead, the authors discover, violent insurgency is rarely justifiable on strategic grounds.
The Mali War is an ongoing armed conflict that started in January 2012 between the northern and southern parts of Mali in Africa.
On 16 January 2012, several insurgent groups began fighting a campaign against the Malian government for independence or
greater autonomy for northern Mali, which they called Azawad. Mali WarChapter 1: Story of Mali War Chapter 2: Tuareg rebellion
(2012)Chapter 3: Course of the conflict3.1 February3.2 March: until the coup d'état3.3 Coup d'état3.4 Renewed offensives3.5
Capture of Timbuktu and Douentza3.6 Declaration of independence and escalating tensionsChapter 4: Human rights situation4.1
Ethnic tensionsChapter 5: ReactionsChapter 6: Islamist-nationalist conflict 6.1 Battle of Gao and aftermath6.2 Takeover of
Douentza and Ménaka6.3 Foreign intervention (January 2013)6.4 MNLA realigns with the Malian Government6.5 Battle of Konna
and French intervention6.6 In Aménas hostage crisis6.7 Malian northward advance6.8 Guerrilla phase6.9 U.N. Peacekeeping
ForceChapter 7 End of ceasefire and renewal of conflict7.1 CasualtiesChapter 8: Human rights concerns8.1 Claims against
separatists and Islamists8.2 Claims against Islamists8.3 Claims against the Malian Army and loyalists8.4 In popular culture8.5:
CeasefireChapter 9: Battle of Konna9.1 Forces in presence9.2 The battle9.3 Jihadist coalition advances in Sevare and Mopti and
Operation Serval9.4 Recapturing the Konna from the terroristsChapter 10: Aftermath and casualties10.1 ExecutionsChapter 11:
Battle of Ifoghas11.1 The campaign
What happens when the international community simultaneously pursues peace and justice in response to ongoing conflicts?
What are the effects of interventions by the International Criminal Court (ICC) on the wars in which the institution intervenes? Is
holding perpetrators of mass atrocities accountable a help or hindrance to conflict resolution? This book offers an in-depth
examination of the effects of interventions by the ICC on peace, justice and conflict processes. The 'peace versus justice' debate,
wherein it is argued that the ICC has either positive or negative effects on 'peace', has spawned in response to the Court's
propensity to intervene in conflicts as they still rage. This book is a response to, and a critical engagement with, this debate.
Building on theoretical and analytical insights from the fields of conflict and peace studies, conflict resolution, and negotiation
theory, the book develops a novel analytical framework to study the Court's effects on peace, justice, and conflict processes. This
framework is applied to two cases: Libya and northern Uganda. Drawing on extensive fieldwork, the core of the book examines the
empirical effects of the ICC on each case. The book also examines why the ICC has the effects that it does, delineating the
relationship between the interests of states that refer situations to the Court and the ICC's institutional interests, arguing that the
negotiation of these interests determines which side of a conflict the ICC targets and thus its effects on peace, justice, and conflict
processes. While the effects of the ICC's interventions are ultimately and inevitably mixed, the book makes a unique contribution to
the empirical record on ICC interventions and presents a novel and sophisticated means of studying, analyzing, and understanding
the effects of the Court's interventions in Libya, northern Uganda - and beyond.
The human rights records of more than ninety countries and territories is put into perspective in Human Rights Watch’s signature
yearly report, which, in the 2014 volume, highlighted the armed conflict in Syria, international drug reform, drones and electronic
mass surveillance, and more, and also featured photo essays of child marriage in South Sudan, the cost of the Sochi Winter
Olympics in Russia, and religious fighting in Central African Republic. Reflecting extensive investigative work undertaken in 2014
by Human Rights Watch staff, in close partnership with domestic human rights activists, the annual World Report 2015 is an
invaluable resource for journalists, diplomats, and citizens, and is a must-read for anyone interested in the fight to protect human
rights in every corner of the globe.
"Human Rights Watch extensively investigated the human rights situation in Mali during the 2012-2013 armed conflict, the
accompanying political upheaval, and the southward spread of Islamist armed group activity from 2015 to 2017. This document
contains much of Human Rights Watch's reporting and analysis during that period"--PDF table of contents page.
This book investigates France's 2013 military intervention in Mali and its lessons for America's fight against terrorist groups in
Africa and worldwide. Its assessment of new anti-terrorist military strategy will be of use to those in the foreign policy and national
security communities.
Understanding MaliConnections and Confrontations Between the Tuareg, Islamist Rebels, and the Government
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Freedom in the World, the Freedom House flagship survey whose findings have been published annually since 1972, is the standard-setting
comparative assessment of global political rights and civil liberties. The survey ratings and narrative reports on 194 countries and 14
territories are used by policymakers, the media, international corporations, civic activists, and human rights defenders to monitor trends in
democracy and track improvements and setbacks in freedom worldwide.
The crisis in the Sahel is serious and multidimensional, and if it continues unabated it could have consequences far beyond the region. As the
states of the region are too poor and weak to deal with this on their own, international support is needed. the current international emphasis
on the G5 Sahel should change from a focus on more 'boots on the ground' to support for the development agenda of this embryonic
international organisation. The Sahel needs a functioning regional framework and the G5 Sahel has some potential; but the only way to
harvest this potential is to help fine-tune it to address the underlying causes of conflict. Improving security conditions in the Sahel is
absolutely essential; but neither the inhabitants of the region nor the external stakeholders will find security exclusively through military
means. The correct priorities must be set. And at the heart of this there must be an improvement in living conditions and a new system of
governance that makes it much less possible for jihadist insurgents to appropriate local land-rights conflicts.
This report examines prospects for stabilization in Mali; Mali's peace settlements since the early 1990s; factors contributing to stability in
Mali's neighbor, Niger; and whether Niger might offer lessons for Mali.
Human Rights Watch’s World Report 2014 is the global rights watchdog’s flagship 24th annual review of global trends and news in human
rights. An invaluable resource for journalists, diplomats, and citizens, it features not only incisive country surveys but also hard-hitting essays
highlighting key human rights issues and striking photo essays by award-winning photographers. Customers outside of the UK and Europe:
copies are available from Sevenstories.com
Drawing from a diverse range of military, policing, academic and policymakers’ experiences, this book seeks to provide solutions of how
national militaries and police can work together to better support future United Nations peacekeeping operations. It addresses the growing
tension between increasing non-combat related responsibilities being placed on land forces and the ability of UN peacekeeping forces to fulfil
the demands of government and development tasks in fragile and conflict-affected environments. An original contribution to the debate on UN
peacekeeping reforms that includes constructing an enhanced partnership for peacekeeping; building on renewed commitment to share the
burden and for regional cooperation; providing peacekeepers with the necessary capabilities to protect civilians; and supporting nations in
transition from conflict to stabilisation. This book offers the very latest in informed analysis and decision-making on UN peacekeeping reform.
As this book goes to print, the BBC is reporting an attack on a luxury tourist resort in Mali by Tuareg and Islamists militants. A very short while
back, in 2012, in fact, the rebellion in the North came within a whisker of seizing Mali. If it had not been for the timely armed intervention of
France, Mali might have become the first state to fall totally into the hands of elements the West and African governments are still battling in
Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, Libya, Niger, Nigeria and Somalia and who unleash terror on Europe on an almost daily basis. The story of ancient
Mali, once one of the greatest empires Africa has ever seen, colonized by the French and now an independent African state, and its neverending clashes with the Tuareg people in the North of the country, is as gripping and as dramatic today as then. What is really happening?
Who are the Tuareg? What makes them so different? Are they really the descendants of the Almoravids, who conquered Spain and left the
stunning beauties of the Alhambra and Granada as testimonies of their greatness? Unique, with their own proud and romantic culture,
dominating all they come in contact with, the Tuareg refuse to be ruled. In The Tuaregs and the 2012 Rebellion in Mali, Ibrahim Yusuf
Gamawa compellingly tells a story that is not yet ended. But he brings it up to date and future waits in the wings to unfold the next no doubt
tragic but compelling chapters. It is an ancient story, as contemporary as tomorrows headlines.
The human rights records of more than 90 countries and territories is put into perspective in Human Rights Watch’s signature yearly report.
This volume highlights the armed conflict in Syria, international drug reform, drones and electronic mass surveillance, and also features photo
essays of child marriage in South Sudan, the cost of the Sochi Winter Olympics in Russia, and religious fighting in Central African Republic.
Reflecting extensive investigative work undertaken in 2015 by Human Rights Watch staff, in close partnership with domestic human rights
activists, the annual World Report 2016 is an invaluable resource for journalists, researchers, students, diplomats, and citizens, and is a mustread for anyone interested in the fight to protect human rights in every corner of the globe.
Between 2012 and 2013, Mali has gone through the most challenging period of its history as a nation-state. From a praised democracy, the
country almost collapsed after the onset of a complex set of rebellions that threatened to divide or completely erase it from the map. This
book provides a three-dimensional analysis of the conflict drivers as well a deep assessment of the conflict resolution mechanisms that were
set up to restore Mali control over its territory. From the outbreak of MNLA insurgent attacks in early 2012, the crafting of AZAWAD,the fluidity
of MNLA alliance with ANSAR DINE, MUJAO and AQIM, the coup d'état of Sanogo and downfall of Amani Toumani Touré, the responses of
ECOWAS, the 'core countries' (Algeria, Mauritania), the African Union, the role of France to the re-hatting of AFISMA and launch of
MINUSMA, all crusty details and facets of the crisis are meticulously scrutinized. This book is a must-have for academics, diplomats and
strategists interested the new conflict dynamics in Mali and West Africa in a global era.

To what extent can Islam be localized in an increasingly interconnected world? The contributions to this volume investigate
different facets of Muslim lives in the context of increasingly dense transregional connections, highlighting how the circulation of
ideas about ‘Muslimness’ contributed to the shaping of specific ideas about what constitutes Islam and its role in society and
politics. Infrastructural changes have prompted the intensification of scholarly and trade networks, prompted the circulation of new
literary genres or shaped stereotypical images of Muslims. This, in turn, had consequences in widely differing fields such as selfrepresentation and governance of Muslims. The contributions in this volume explore this issue in geographical contexts ranging
from South Asia to Europe and the US. Coming from the disciplines of history, anthropology, religious studies, literary studies and
political science, the authors collectively demonstrate the need to combine a translocal perspective with very specific local and
historical constellations. The book complicates conventional academic divisions and invites to think in historically specific
translocal contexts.
In this revealing new book, Bøås and Dunn explore the phenomenon of 'autochthony' - literally ‘son of the soil’ - in African politics.
In contemporary Africa, questions concerning origin are currently among the most crucial and contested issues in political life,
directly relating to the politics of place, belonging, identity and contested citizenship. Thus, land claims and autochthony disputes
are the hallmark of political crises in many places on the African continent. Examining the often complex reasons behind this
recent rise of autochthony across a number of high-profile case studies - including the Democratic Republic of Congo, Côte
d'Ivoire, Liberia, and Kenya - this is an essential book for anyone wishing to understand the impact of this crucial issue on
contemporary African politics and conflicts.
Violent conflicts today are complex and increasingly protracted, involving more nonstate groups and regional and international
actors. It is estimated that by 2030—the horizon set by the international community for achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals—more than half of the world’s poor will be living in countries affected by high levels of violence. Information and
communication technology, population movements, and climate change are also creating shared risks that must be managed at
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both national and international levels. Pathways for Peace is a joint United Nations†“World Bank Group study that originates from
the conviction that the international community’s attention must urgently be refocused on prevention. A scaled-up system for
preventive action would save between US$5 billion and US$70 billion per year, which could be reinvested in reducing poverty and
improving the well-being of populations. The study aims to improve the way in which domestic development processes interact
with security, diplomacy, mediation, and other efforts to prevent conflicts from becoming violent. It stresses the importance of
grievances related to exclusion—from access to power, natural resources, security and justice, for example—that are at the root of
many violent conflicts today. Based on a review of cases in which prevention has been successful, the study makes
recommendations for countries facing emerging risks of violent conflict as well as for the international community. Development
policies and programs must be a core part of preventive efforts; when risks are high or building up, inclusive solutions through
dialogue, adapted macroeconomic policies, institutional reform, and redistributive policies are required. Inclusion is key, and
preventive action needs to adopt a more people-centered approach that includes mainstreaming citizen engagement. Enhancing
the participation of women and youth in decision making is fundamental to sustaining peace, as well as long-term policies to
address the aspirations of women and young people.
Traditional counter-terrorism approaches, with their emphasis on the military, are failing. This is seen in the fact that there is an
average of three terrorist attacks per day in Africa. This study calls for more holistic solutions, with an emphasis on development
and better governance to curb the scourge of terrorism.
Offers unique insights into the inner workings of jihadist organisations over the past three decades in North Africa and the Sahel.
In presenting a history of the Tuareg rebellions against the Malian state in the late 20th century, this book discusses the historical
legacies of slavery, racialisation, colonial rule, decolonisation, nationalism and the postcolonial state in the contemporary Sahel.
Not long ago, Mali was considered a beacon of stability and a model of democratic evolution in West Africa. The country then
experienced a military coup in the capital in March 2012, followed by the usual post-coup volatility and uncertainty. In the
immediate aftermath of the coup, armed insurgents swiftly took over half the country. It did not take long to dismantle a country
that on the paper appeared to be functioning, stable and democratic. French troops intervened in the conflict in the north. Yet even
if this intervention put a stop to the outright threat of the insurgents taking over the south and significantly shifted the balance of
forces in the north, it did not end the conflict. The insurgents have dispersed into remote areas in the sub-region, changing their
tactics to terrorist-like activities. Different forms of political negotiation and reconciliation are certainly needed in the region. With
the current global clash between radical Islam and the Western 201CWar on Terror201D, northern Mali will probably continue to
be contested terrain for a long time. In the meantime, a transition to democratic rule is planned for the country, with elections
scheduled for July this year. In all likelihood, this will prove to be only an illusory end to an intense power tussle over state control
in Bamako
"This report examines Mali's counterterrorism requirements in light of recent evolutions in the country's security environment. In
spite of the achievements of France, the United Nations, and the European Union, the terrorist threat in Mali is growing, but Mali's
military remains largely ineffective. Part of the challenge is the interconnected nature of Mali's terrorist problem and the political
strife that afflicts Mali's northern half, which the peace agreement signed in Algiers in June 2015 only somewhat addresses.
Moreover, Bamako's response remains focused to an inappropriate degree on acquiring the military capabilities it hopes will help
redress the balance of power in the North while leveraging proxy ethnic militias. These militias, though more effective on the
battlefield than Mali's own forces, have the potential to further aggravate northern Mali's instability. The report argues that it is not
possible to strengthen Mali's counterterrorism capabilities in isolation from its general military capabilities, which are in need of
fundamental reforms. Such reforms should include making the armed forces more inclusive of minority groups and more attentive
to relations with northern communities, improving the effectiveness and accountability of defense institutions, building human
capital and leadership, and enhancing operational capabilities. In all cases, the United States must coordinate its efforts with the
other actors on the ground in Mali, especially the French and the European Union, to ensure complementarity."--Publisher's web
site.
Harmon focuses on terrorism and insurgency in the lawless expanse of the Sahara Desert and the adjacent, transitional Sahel zone, plus the
broader meta-region that includes countries such as Algeria, Mali, and Nigeria, and to a lesser extent, Niger and Mauritania. Covering such
issues as Islamist terrorism, border insecurity, contraband, and human trafficking, this book looks at the interrelated problems of political and
social pathologies that affect terrorist movements and security in the region. A valuable publication, it treats a series of related problems on
the basis of a broadly defined area, with a special emphasis on the role of Islam as both a moderating and exacerbating factor. The book has
a broader appeal than more narrowly focused country studies that derive from the perspective of only one problem such as terrorism or
border insecurity.
Describes how a group of Timbuktu librarians enacted a daring plan to smuggle the city's great collection of rare Islamic manuscripts away
from the threat of destruction at the hands of Al Qaeda militants to the safety of southern Mali.
The 2012 conflict in northern Mali has shown that many assumptions about Mali's political stability, internal cohesion, and military capabilities
were deeply flawed. The January 2013 French-led military intervention scattered the insurgents, but the conditions and drivers that brought
about the crisis in the first place have yet to be addressed. This report is intended to assist with the post-conflict planning in northern Mali by
examining the historical, economic, and social factors that drive conflict in northern Mali and the different groups that have been involved in
the conflict. The authors argue that, in the absence of a large international presence, durable security in northern Mali will have to be
provided, to a large extent, by local actors. The authors draw on historical examples of rebellions in Mali since 1916 to show how detailed
knowledge of the different local actors and their political dynamics can help in finding solutions that will bring lasting security and stability to
the region.
The mobilization of local ideas about racial difference has been important in generating, and intensifying, civil wars that have occurred since
the end of colonial rule in all of the countries that straddle the southern edge of the Sahara Desert. From Sudan to Mauritania, the racial
categories deployed in contemporary conflicts often hearken back to an older history in which blackness could be equated with slavery and
non-blackness with predatory and uncivilized banditry. This book traces the development of arguments about race over a period of more than
350 years in one important place along the southern edge of the Sahara Desert: the Niger Bend in northern Mali. Using Arabic documents
held in Timbuktu, as well as local colonial sources in French and oral interviews, Bruce S. Hall reconstructs an African intellectual history of
race that long predated colonial conquest, and which has continued to orient inter-African relations ever since.
This wide-ranging collection offers fresh insights into policing's role in development and politics on the African continent. It has three primary
objectives: First, it critically examines and illustrates the centrality of policing in transition societies in Africa. Secondly, it outlines and
assesses the emergence and impact of the diversity of state and non-state policing agencies. Finally, it engages with the nature, scope, and
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diversity of international interventions for police capacity-building in countries emerging from war as part of security sector reform.
Understanding Mali is based around the three main players who took part in the 2012/2013 conflict in Mali: the Tuareg, Islamist rebels, and
the Malian government. Tuareg rebels want their own state, or at least greater autonomy and political and economic opportunities; yet, there
are many rivalries in the north between and even among different ethnic groups. Islamist rebels want to create an Islamist state in the north
based on a brutal form of shari'a law, and they use drug smuggling and hostage taking as financial means. The government in Bamako wants
to keep the country together and limit Tuareg and Islamist influence, but also has complicated and corrupted interests in the conflict itself.
What can be done to solve the crisis, and what can stability practitioners use to counter instability and sources of insecurity? What can history
and a deeper look at ethnic and racial grievances tell us? From the origins of Al-Qa'ida in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), to the reasons for the
coup d'etat in 2012, to the underpinnings of colonialism that helped shape Tuareg demands, Understanding Mali takes a holistic view of the
current conflict in Mali, explaining all variables and perspectives in a clear and concise manner.
The best country-by-country assessment of human rights. The human rights records of more than ninety countries and territories are put into
perspective in Human Rights Watch's signature yearly report. Reflecting extensive investigative work undertaken by Human Rights Watch
staff, in close partnership with domestic human rights activists, the annual World Report is an invaluable resource for journalists, diplomats,
and citizens, and is a must-read for anyone interested in the fight to protect human rights in every corner of the globe.
This book chronicles foreign political and military interventions in Africa from 1956 to 2010, helping readers understand the historical roots of
Africa's problems.
In the aftermath of an armed conflict in Africa, the international community both produces and demands from local partners a variety of
blueprints for reconstructing state and society. The aim is to re-formalize the state after what is viewed as a period of fragmentation. In reality,
African economies and polities are very much informal in character, with informal actors, including so-called Big Men, often using their
positions in the formal structure as a means to reach their own goals. Through a variety of in-depth case studies, including the DRC, Sierra
Leone and Liberia, this comprehensive volume shows how important informal political and economic networks are in many of the continent’s
conflict areas. Moreover, it demonstrates that without a proper understanding of the impact of these networks, attempts to formalize African
states, particularly those emerging from wars, will be in vain.
After the Cold War, Africa earned the dubious distinction of being the world's most bloody continent. But how can we explain this proliferation
of armed conflicts? What caused them and what were their main characteristics? And what did the world's governments do to stop them? In
this fully revised and updated second edition of his popular text, Paul Williams offers an in-depth and wide-ranging assessment of more than
six hundred armed conflicts which took place in Africa from 1990 to the present day - from the continental catastrophe in the Great Lakes
region to the sprawling conflicts across the Sahel and the web of wars in the Horn of Africa. Taking a broad comparative approach to examine
the political contexts in which these wars occurred, he explores the major patterns of organized violence, the key ingredients that provoked
them and the major international responses undertaken to deliver lasting peace. Part I, Contexts provides an overview of the most important
attempts to measure the number, scale and location of Africa's armed conflicts and provides a conceptual and political sketch of the terrain of
struggle upon which these wars were waged. Part II, Ingredients analyses the role of five widely debated features of Africa's wars: the
dynamics of neopatrimonial systems of governance; the construction and manipulation of ethnic identities; questions of sovereignty and selfdetermination; as well as the impact of natural resources and religion. Part III, Responses, discusses four major international reactions to
Africa's wars: attempts to build a new institutional architecture to help promote peace and security on the continent; this architecture's two
main policy instruments, peacemaking initiatives and peace operations; and efforts to develop the continent. War and Conflict in Africa will be
essential reading for all students of international peace and security studies as well as Africa's international relations.
The 22nd annual "World Report" summarizes human rights conditions in more than ninety countries and territories worldwide, reflecting
extensive investigative work undertaken in 2011 by Human Rights Watch staff, usually in close partnership with domestic human rights
activists. "World Report 2012 "gives particular focus on the roles--positive or negative--played in each country by key domestic and
international figures, and includes contributions from Joseph Saunders, Danielle Haas, and Iain Levine, and an introduction by Human Rights
Watch director Kenneth Roth assessing the year's most pressing human rights issue.
This book explains the structure and geographical and organisational mobility of criminal and migratory movements in the Sahara and the
Sahel with a view to helping establish better development strategies for the region.
In a new Council Special Report, Enhancing U.S. Support for Peace Operations in Africa, Paul D. Williams argues that greater U.S.
involvement is necessary to enhance the quality and success of peacekeeping missions.
The human rights records of more than ninety countries and territories are put into perspective in Human Rights Watch's signature yearly
report. Reflecting extensive investigative work undertaken in 2016 by Human Rights Watch staff, in close partnership with domestic human
rights activists, the annual World Report is an invaluable resource for journalists, diplomats, and citizens, and is a must-read for anyone
interested in the fight to protect human rights in every corner of the globe.
Northern and central Nigeria are engulfed in a violent insurgency campaign waged by Jama'atu Ahlis Sunnah Lidda'awati w'al Jihad, a.k.a.
'Boko Haram', and more recently, its splinter group 'Ansaru'. From its inception an inward-looking, almost parochial, movement, Boko Haram,
and even more so Ansaru, have now showed clear signs of regionalization, expanding their operations across West Africa and forging links
with al-Qaeda affiliated groups. Boko Haram's stated aim is to Islamize Africa's most populous country but, like earlier Nigerian Islamist
groups, of which there is a long tradition in the Sahel, the discontent prompting young Nigerians and other young West African Muslims to join
the insurgency is rooted in more than just religious orthodoxy and cannot be disentangled from their economic, social and political
marginalization. In spite of talks about dialogue and amnesty for those prepared to renounce violence, the Federal Government's response
has been a militarized one, resulting in the largest deployment of the Nigerian armed forces since the end of the Civil War. But what is the
real magnitude of the threat? What can foreign partners do to support Abuja? How effective is the current government's strategy in tackling
the insurgency? And, more importantly, are the root causes of the insurgency being addressed and the foundations for a durable peace being
established?
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