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An Oxford professor of archaeology explores the unique
history of magic—the oldest and most neglected strand of
human behavior and its resurgence today Three great
strands of belief run through human history: Religion is the
relationship with one god or many gods, masters of our lives
and destinies. Science distances us from the world, turning us
into observers and collectors of knowledge. And magic is
direct human participation in the universe: we have influence
on the world around us, and the world has influence on us.
Over the last few centuries, magic has developed a bad
reputation—thanks to the unsavory tactics of shady
practitioners, and to a successful propaganda campaign on
the part of religion and science, which denigrated magic as
backward, irrational, and "primitive." In Magic, however, the
Oxford professor of archaeology Chris Gosden restores
magic to its essential place in the history of the
world—revealing it to be an enduring element of human
behavior that plays an important role for individuals and
cultures. From the curses and charms of ancient Greek,
Roman, and Jewish magic, to the shamanistic traditions of
Eurasia, indigenous America, and Africa; from the alchemy of
the Renaissance to the condemnation of magic in the colonial
period and the mysteries of modern quantum
physics—Gosden's startling, fun, and colorful history supplies
a missing chapter of the story of our civilization. Drawing on
decades of research around the world—touching on the first
known horoscope, a statue ordered into exile, and the
mystical power of tattoos—Gosden shows what magic can
offer us today, and how we might use it to rethink our
relationship with the world. Magic is an original, singular, and
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sweeping work of scholarship, and its revelations will leave a
spell on the reader.
In Wonder Shows, Fred Nadis offers a colorful history of
these traveling magicians, inventors, popular science
lecturers, and other presenters of “miracle science” who
revealed science and technology to the public in aweinspiring fashion. The book provides an innovative synthesis
of the history of performance with a wider study of culture,
science, and religion from the antebellum period to the
present.
Exploring the idea of the museum as a ritual site, this volume
looks at contemporary experience across Europe and Africa
to reveal the different ways in which various actors involved in
cultural production dramatize and ritualize such places.
This monograph studies the professionalization of History of
religions as an academic discipline in late 19th and early 20th
century France and Europe. Its common thread is the work of
the French Modernist priest and later Professor of History of
religions at the Collège de France, Alfred Loisy (1857-1940),
who participated in many of the most topical debates among
French and international historians of religions. Unlike his wellstudied Modernist theology, Loisy’s writings on comparative
religion, and his rich interactions with famous scholars like F.
Cumont, M. Mauss, or J.G. Frazer, remain largely unknown.
This monograph is the first to paint a comprehensive picture
of his career as a historian of religions before and after his
excommunication in 1908. Through a contextual analysis of
publications by Loisy and contemporaries, and a large corpus
of private correspondence, it illuminates the scientification of
the discipline between 1890-1920, and its deep entanglement
with religion, politics, and society. Particular attention is also
given to the role of national and transnational scholarly
networks, and the way they controlled the theoretical and
institutional frameworks for studying the history of religions.
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Can scientists study religion? Ilkka PyysiSinen says that they
can. While the study of religion cannot be reduced to other
disciplines, it must not ignore what other disciplines have
learned about human thought and behavior. In this collection
of essays, PyysiSinen shows how findings from cognitive
science can offer new directions to debates in religion. After
providing a historical and theoretical overview of the cognitive
science of religion, PyysiSinen demonstrates how knowledge
of the mind's workings can help deconstruct such concepts as
'god,' 'ideology,' 'culture,' 'magic,' 'miracles,' and 'religion.' For
scholars of religion or for scholars of the mind-brain, Magic,
Miracles, and Religion provides a helpful overview to this
emerging field.
Witchcraft, astrology, divination and every kind of popular
magic flourished in England during the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries, from the belief that a blessed amulet
could prevent the assaults of the Devil to the use of the same
charms to recover stolen goods. At the same time the
Protestant Reformation attempted to take the magic out of
religion, and scientists were developing new explanations of
the universe. Keith Thomas's classic analysis of beliefs held
on every level of English society begins with the collapse of
the medieval Church and ends with the changing intellectual
atmosphere around 1700, when science and rationalism
began to challenge the older systems of belief.
There are no clear demarcation lines between magic,
astrology, necromancy, medicine, and even sciences in the
pre-modern world. Under the umbrella term 'magic,' the
contributors to this volume examine a wide range of texts,
both literary and religious, both medical and philosophical, in
which the topic is discussed from many different perspectives.
The fundamental concerns address issue such as how
people perceived magic, whether they accepted it and utilized
it for their own purposes, and what impact magic might have
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had on the mental structures of that time. While some papers
examine the specific appearance of magicians in literary
texts, others analyze the practical application of magic in
medical contexts. In addition, this volume includes studies
that deal with the rise of the witch craze in the late fifteenth
century and then also investigate whether the Weberian
notion of disenchantment pertaining to the modern world can
be maintained. Magic is, oddly but significantly, still around us
and exerts its influence. Focusing on magic in the medieval
world thus helps us to shed light on human culture at large.
Magic is a universal phenomenon. Everywhere we look
people perform ritual actions in which desirable qualities are
transferred by means of physical contact and objects or
persons are manipulated by things of their likeness. In this
book Sørensen embraces a cognitive perspective in order to
investigate this long-established but controversial topic.
Following a critique of the traditional approaches to magic,
and basing his claims on classical ethnographic cases, the
author explains magic's universality by examining a number
of recurrent cognitive processes underlying its different
manifestations. He focuses on how power is infused into the
ritual practice; how representations of contagion and similarity
can be used to connect otherwise distinct objects in order to
manipulate one by the other; and how the performance of
ritual prompts representations of magical actions as effective.
Bringing these features together, the author proposes a
cognitive theory of how people can represent magical rituals
as purposeful actions and how ritual actions are integrated
into more complex representations of events. This
explanation, in turn, yields new insights into the constitutive
role of magic in the formation of institutionalised religious
ritual.
The best-selling author of The God Delusion and the artist of
such award-winning graphic novels as Wizard and Glass
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address key scientific questions previously explained by rich
mythologies, from the evolution of the first humans and the
life cycle of stars to the principles of a rainbow and the origins
of the universe. 150,000 first printing.
Magic has been an important term in Western history and
continues to be an essential topic in the modern academic
study of religion, anthropology, sociology, and cultural history.
Defining Magic is the first volume to assemble key texts that
aim at determining the nature of magic, establish its
boundaries and key features, and explain its working. The
reader brings together seminal writings from antiquity to
today. The texts have been selected on the strength of their
success in defining magic as a category, their impact on
future scholarship, and their originality. The writings are
divided into chronological sections and each essay is
separately introduced for student readers. Together, these
texts - from Philosophy, Theology, Religious Studies, and
Anthropology - reveal the breadth of critical approaches and
responses to defining what is magic. CONTRIBUTORS:
Aquinas, Augustine, Helena Petrovna Blavatsky, Dennis
Diderot, Emile Durkheim, Edward Evans-Pritchard, James
Frazer, Susan Greenwood, Robin Horton, Edmund Leach,
Gerardus van der Leeuw, Christopher Lehrich, Bronislaw
Malinowski, Marcel Mauss, Agrippa von Nettesheim, Plato,
Pliny, Plotin, Isidore of Sevilla, Jesper Sorensen, Kimberley
Stratton, Randall Styers, Edward Tylor
This fascinating study looks at how the seemingly
incompatible forces of science, magic, and religion came
together in the 15th, 16th, and 17th centuries to form the
foundations of modern culture.
Randall Styers seeks to account for the vitality of scholarly
discourse purporting to define and explain magic despite its
failure to do just that. He argues that it can best be explained
in light of the European and Euro-American drive to establish
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and secure their own identity as normative.
A lively history set in sixteenth-century England, detailing the
hitherto unknown case of an extraordinary physician,
magician, and con-man named Gregory Wisdom - and the
London underworld to which he belonged.
During the Middle Ages, many occult rituals and beliefs
existed and were practiced alongside those officially
sanctioned by the church. While educated clergy condemned
some of these as magic, many of these practices involved
religious language, rituals, or objects. For instance, charms
recited to cure illnesses invoked God and the saints, and love
spells used consecrated substances such as the Eucharist.
Magic and Religion in Medieval England explores the
entanglement of magical practices and the clergy during the
Middle Ages, uncovering how churchmen decided which of
these practices to deem acceptable and examining the ways
they persuaded others to adopt their views. Covering the
period from 1215 to the Reformation, Catherine Rider traces
the change in the church’s attitude to vernacular forms of
magic. She shows how this period brought the clergy more
closely into contact with unofficial religious practices than
ever before, and how this proximity prompted them to draw
up precise guidelines on distinguishing magic from legitimate
religion. Revealing the necessity of improving clerical
education and the pastoral care of the laity, Magic and
Religion in Medieval England provides a fascinating picture of
religious life during this period.
2015 Reprint of 1954 Edition. Full facsimile of the original
edition. Not reproduced with Optical Recognition Software. In
his handling of science, magic, and religion, Malinowski
essentially accepted the traditional Western conception of a
dual reality-the reality of the natural world, grounded in
observation and rational procedures that lead to mastery, and
supernatural reality, grounded in emotional needs that give
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rise to faith. Unlike Frazer, for example, Malinowski derived
science not from magic but from man's capacity to organize
knowledge, as demonstrated by Trobriand technical skills in
gardening, shipbuilding, etc. In contrast, he treated magic,
which coexisted with these skills, as an organized response
to a sense of limitation and impotence in the face of danger,
difficulty, and frustration. Again, he differentiated between
magic and religion in defining magical systems as essentially
pragmatic in their aims and religious systems as self-fulfilling
rituals organized, for example, around life crises.
This accessible and illuminating book explores the classical
opposition between magic, science and religion.
Since the emergence of religious studies and the social
sciences as academic disciplines, the concept of "magic" has
played a major role in defining religion and in mediating the
relation of religion to science. Across these disciplines, magic
has regularly been configured as a definitively non-modern
phenomenon, juxtaposed to distinctly modern models of
religion and science. Yet this notion of magic has remained
stubbornly amorphous. In Making Magic, Randall Styers
seeks to account for the extraordinary vitality of scholarly
discourse purporting to define and explain magic despite its
failure to do just that. He argues that this persistence can
best be explained in light of the Western drive to establish
and secure distinctive norms for modern identity, norms
based on narrow forms of instrumental rationality, industrious
labor, rigidly defined sexual roles, and the containment of
wayward forms of desire. Magic has served to designate a
form of alterity or deviance against which dominant Western
notions of appropriate religious piety, legitimate scientific
rationality, and orderly social relations are brought into relief.
Scholars have found magic an invaluable tool in their efforts
to define the appropriate boundaries of religion and science.
On a broader level, says Styers, magical thinking has served
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as an important foil for modernity itself. Debates over the
nature of magic have offered a particularly rich site at which
scholars have worked to define and to contest the nature of
modernity and norms for life in the modern world.
Intellectual biography of Edmund Leach, a leading social
anthropologist of his generation, with illustrations.
In this book, Daniel Dubuisson analyses the long history of
the dichotomy between religion and magic, as well as the
great stakes of power which it has concealed over the
centuries.
From the recovery of ancient ritual magic at the height of the
Renaissance to the ignominious demise of alchemy at the
dawn of the Enlightenment, Mark A. Waddell explores the rich
and complex ways that premodern people made sense of
their world. He describes a time when witches flew through
the dark of night to feast on the flesh of unbaptized infants,
magicians conversed with angels or struck pacts with
demons, and astrologers cast the horoscopes of royalty.
Ground-breaking discoveries changed the way that people
understood the universe while, in laboratories and coffee
houses, philosophers discussed how to reconcile the
scientific method with the veneration of God. This engaging,
illustrated new study introduces readers to the vibrant history
behind the emergence of the modern world.
Naked Science is a collection of essays on different science
traditions by pre-eminent scholars in the social sciences. The
contributors demystify formal, western science and
encourage readers look beyond the perceived boundaries of
the subject.
The relationships between science and religion are about to
enter a new phase in our contemporary world, as scientific
knowledge has become increasingly relevant in ordinary life,
beyond the institutional public spaces where it traditionally
developed. The purpose of this volume is to analyze the
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relationships, possible articulations and contradictions
between religion and science as forms of life: ways of
engaging human experience that originate in particular social
and cultural formations. Contributions use this theoretical and
ethnographic research to explore different scientific and
religious cultures in the contemporary world.
'Religion as Magical Ideology' examines the relationship
between rationality and supernatural beliefs arguing that such
beliefs are products of evolution, cognition and culture. The
book does not offer a false rapprochement between reason
and religion; instead, it explores their interrelationship as a
series of complex adaptations between cognitive and cultural
processes. Exploring the nature of the tension between
religious traditions and reason, 'Religion as Magical Ideology'
develops a dual inheritance theory of religion - which
combines the cognitive byproduct and prosocial adaptation
accounts - and analyses the connection between the function
of a belief and the degree of protection it gets from potential
counter-evidence. With discussion ranging from individual
cognitive mechanisms, general functional considerations, to
the limits of evolutionary and cognitive processes, the book
offers readers a systematic account of how cognition shapes
religious beliefs and practices.
The debate between science and religion is never out of the
news: emotions run high, fuelled by polemical bestsellers like
iThe God Delusion/i and, at the other end of the spectrum,
high-profile campaigns to teach 'Intelligent Design' in schools.
Yet there is much more to the debate than the clash of these
extremes. As Thomas Dixon shows in this balanced and
thought-provoking introduction, a whole range of views,
subtle arguments, and fascinating perspectives can be taken
on this complex and centuries-old subject. He explores not
only the key philosophical questions that underlie the debate,
but also highlights the social, political, and ethical contexts
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that have made 'science and religion' such a fraught and
interesting topic in the modern world. Along the way, he
examines landmark historical episodes such as the Galileo
affair, Charles Darwin's own religious and scientific odyssey,
the Scopes 'Monkey Trial' in Tennessee in 1925, and the
Dover Area School Board case of 2005, and includes
perspectives from non-Christian religions and examples from
across the physical, biological, and social sciences.
Is magic real? Could anything be real that can’t be quantified
or scientifically investigated? Are qualities like love, beauty,
and goodness really just about hormones and survival? Are
strangely immaterial things, like thought and personhood, fully
explainable in scientific terms? Does nature itself have any
intrinsic value, mysterious presence, or transcendent
horizon? Once we ask these questions, the answer is pretty
obvious: of course science can’t give us a complete picture
of reality. Science is very good at what it is good at, but highly
important aspects of human meaning are simply outside of
science’s knowledge range. So how might we better relate
scientific facts to qualitative mysteries? How might we
integrate our powerful factual knowledge with wisdom about
the higher meaning of things? This book defines magic as the
real qualities and mysteries of the world that science just
can’t grasp. It looks at how we came to put magic in the box
of subjective make-believe. It explores how we might get it
out of that box and back into our understanding of reality.
Steven P. Marrone traces the mutual interactions and
boundaries of science, religion and magic in medieval and
early modern Europe. Woven together, these three narratives
help explain the simultaneous emergence of modern science
and early modern social order in Europe.
This concise introductory textbook emphasizes the major
concepts of both anthropology and the anthropology of
religion. It is aimed at students encountering anthropology for
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the first time. Reviewers describe the text as vivid, rich, userfriendly, accessible, and well-organized. The Anthropology of
Religion, Magic, and Witchcraft examines religious
expression from a cross-cultural perspective while
incorporating key theoretical concepts. In addition to
providing a basic overview of anthropology, including
definition of key terms and exposure to ethnographies, the
text exposes students to the varying complexity of world
religions.
Magic Science Religion explores surprising intersections
among the three meaning-making and world-making practices
named in the title. Through colorful examples, the book
reveals circuitous ways that social, cultural and natural
systems connect, enabling real kinds of magic to operate.
First Published in 1999. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor &
Francis, an informa company.
This book contains three prolific essays by the world renown
polish anthropologist Bronislaw Malinowski. First published in
1926, Magic, Science and Religion provides its readers with a
seminal collection of texts exploring the concepts of magic,
religion, science, rite and myth, detailing how they interlink to
offer exciting and informative insights into the Trobrianders of
New Guinea. A must-have for any students of anthropology
and collectors of Malinowski’s work, we are republishing this
classic work with a new introductory biography of the author.
Magic, Science and Religion and the Scope of
RationalityCambridge University Press
This fascinating study looks at how the seemingly
incompatible forces of science, magic, and religion came
together in the 15th, 16th, and 17th centuries to form the
foundations of modern culture. • Illustrations • A bibliography

This early work by Bronislaw Malinowski was
originally published in 1926 and we are now
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republishing it with a brand new biography of the
author. 'Myth in Primitive Psychology' deals with
various forms of myth and magic in relation to
human psychology.
In these articles John Henry argues on the one hand
for the intimate relationship between religion and
early modern attempts to develop new
understandings of nature, and on the other hand for
the role of occult concepts in early modern natural
philosophy. Focussing on the scene in England, the
articles provide detailed examinations of the religious
motivations behind Roman Catholic efforts to
develop a new mechanical philosophy, theories of
the soul and immaterial spirits, and theories of active
matter. There are also important studies of animism
in the beginnings of experimentalism, the role of
occult qualities in the mechanical philosophy, and a
new account of the decline of magic. As well as
general surveys, the collection includes in depth
studies of William Gilbert, Sir Kenelm Digby, Henry
More, Francis Glisson, Robert Boyle, Robert Hooke,
and Isaac Newton.
This work has been selected by scholars as being
culturally important and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the
public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body
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of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that
this work is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to the
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this
work has been proofread and republished using a
format that seamlessly blends the original graphical
elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process,
and thank you for being an important part of keeping
this knowledge alive and relevant.
Every culture makes the distinction between "true
religion" and magic, regarding one action and its
result as "miraculous," while rejecting another as the
work of the devil. Surveying such topics as
Babylonian witchcraft, Jesus the magician, magic in
Hasidism and Kabbalah, and magic in Anglo-Saxon
England, these ten essays provide a rigrous
examination of the history of this distinction in
Christianity and Judaism. Written by such
distinguished scholars as Jacob Neusner, Hans
Penner, Howard Kee, Tzvi Abusch, Susan R.
Garrett, and Moshe Idel, the essays explore a broad
range of topics, including how certain social groups
sort out approved practices and beliefs from those
that are disapproved--providing fresh insight into
how groups define themselves; "magic" as an
insider's term for the outsider's religion; and the
tendency of religious traditions to exclude the
magical. In addition the collection provides
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illuminating social, cultural, and anthropological
explanations for the prominence of the magical in
certain periods and literature.
Explore a rigorous but accessible guide to
contemporary approaches to the study of religion
from leading voices in the field The Wiley Blackwell
Companion to the Study of Religion delivers an
expert and insightful analysis of modern
perspectives on the study of religion across the
humanities and the social sciences. Presupposing
no knowledge of the approaches examined in the
collection, the book is ideal for undergraduate
students who have yet to undertake extensive study
in the humanities or social sciences. The book
includes perspectives from those in fields as diverse
as globalization, cognitive science, the study of
emotion, law, esotericism, sex and gender,
functionalism, terror, the comparative method,
modernism, and postmodernism. Many of the topics
covered in the book clearly hail from religious
studies, while others are grounded in other areas of
academia. All of the chapters contained within are
written by recognized authors who show how their
chosen discipline contributes to the understanding of
the phenomenon of religion. This book also includes
topics like: A comprehensive exploration of multiple
approaches to religious study, including
anthropology, economics, literature,
phenomenology, philosophy, psychology, sociology,
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and theology A review of various topics germane to
the study of religion, including the study of the body,
cognitive science, the comparative method, death
and the afterlife, law, magic, music, and myth A
selection of subjects touching on modern trends in
extremism and violence, including chapters on terror
and violence, fundamentalism, and nationalism A
discussion of the influence of modernism and
postmodernism in religion Ideal for undergraduate,
graduate, and postgraduate students in humanities
and social science programs taking courses on
religion and myth, The Wiley Blackwell Companion
to the Study of Religion will also earn a place in the
libraries of specialists working in the fields of
Religious Studies, Theology, Sociology,
Anthropology, Psychology, Political Science, History,
and Philosophy.
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