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'America's Uncivil Wars' explores the social & cultural issues
that preoccupied America in the years 1954-1974.
How did the land of the free become the home of the world’s
largest prison system? Elizabeth Hinton traces the rise of
mass incarceration to an ironic source: not the War on Drugs
of the Reagan administration but the War on Crime that
began during Johnson’s Great Society at the height of the
civil rights era.
"The one-stop source for the latest historiography on the
presidency of Lyndon B. Johnson. Lerner has assembled a
collection of gems by the leading historians of U.S. domestic
and foreign policy during the Johnson era." - Frank
Costigliola, University of Connecticut.
As globalization has deepened in recent years, historians
have begun to see that many of the global challenges we
face today first drew serious attention in the 1960s. This book
examines how the Johnson presidency responded to these
problems and draws out the lessons for today.
Decades later, the Vietnam War remains a divisive memory
for American society. Partisans on all sides still debate why
the war was fought, how it could have been better fought, and
whether it could have been won at all. In this major study, a
noted expert on the war brings a needed objectivity to these
debates by examining dispassionately how and why
President Lyndon Johnson and his administration conducted
the war as they did. Drawing on a wealth of newly released
documents from the LBJ Library, including the Tom Johnson
notes from the influential Tuesday Lunch Group, George
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the concept of limited war and how it
affected President Johnson's decision making, Johnson's
relations with his military commanders, the administration's
pacification program of 1965-1967, the management of public
opinion, and the "fighting while negotiating" strategy pursued
after the Tet Offensive in 1968. The author's in-depth analysis
exposes numerous flaws in Johnson's management of the
war. In Herring's view, the Johnson administration lacked any
overall strategy for conducting the war. No change in
approach was ever discussed, despite popular and even
administration dissatisfaction with the progress of the war,
and no oversight committee coordinated the activities of the
military services and various governmental agencies, which
were left to follow their own, often conflicting, agendas.
History has not been kind to Robert Komer, a casualty of bad
historical analysis and inaccurate information. A Cold War
national security policy and strategy adviser to three
presidents, Komer was one of the most influential national
security professionals of the era. The book begins with a
review of his early life that helped shape his worldview. It then
examines Komer’s influence as a National Security Council
staff member during the Kennedy administration, where he
helped set its activist course regarding the Third World. Upon
Kennedy’s death, Lyndon Johnson named Komer his “point
man” for Vietnam pacification policy, and later General
Westmoreland’s operational deputy in Vietnam. The author
highlights Komer’s activities during the three years he strove
to fulfill the president’s vision that Communism could be
repelled from Southeast Asia by economic and social
development along with military force. Known as “Blowtorch”
for his abrasive personality and disdain for bureaucratic foot
dragging, Komer came to be seen as the right person for
managing that effort, and in 1968 was rewarded with an
ambassadorship to Turkey. The book analyzes Komer’s work
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administration as special adviser to
Secretary of Defense Harold Brown and Under Secretary of
Defense for Policy and credits him for reenergizing the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization’s conventional capability and
forging the military instrument that implemented the Carter
Doctrine in the Persian Gulf—the Rapid Deployment Joint
Task Force. It also explores his final role as a defense
intellectual and critic of the Reagan administration’s defense
policies. The book concludes with a useful summary of
Komer’s impact on American policy and strategy and his
contributions to counterinsurgency practices, a legacy now
recognized for its importance in the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan.
Why did the US make a commitment to an independent
South Vietnam? Could a major war have been averted?
Fredrik Logevall provides a concise, comprehensive and
accessible introduction to the origins of the Vietnam War from
the end of the Indochina War in 1954 to the eruption of fullscale war in 1965, and places events against their full
international background.
One of the Washington Post's 20 Books to Read This
Summer A riveting history of the epic orbital flight that put
America back into the space race. If the United States
couldn’t catch up to the Soviets in space, how could it
compete with them on Earth? That was the question facing
John F. Kennedy at the height of the Cold War—a perilous
time when the Soviet Union built the wall in Berlin, tested
nuclear bombs more destructive than any in history, and beat
the United States to every major milestone in space. The race
to the heavens seemed a race for survival—and America was
losing. On February 20, 1962, when John Glenn blasted into
orbit aboard Friendship 7, his mission was not only to circle
the planet; it was to calm the fears of the free world and
renew America’s sense of self-belief. Mercury Rising rePage 3/23
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and excitement of a flight that shifted the
momentum of the space race and put the United States on
the path to the moon. Drawing on new archival sources,
personal interviews, and previously unpublished notes by
Glenn himself, Mercury Rising reveals how the astronaut’s
heroics lifted the nation’s hopes in what Kennedy called the
"hour of maximum danger."

A majestic big-picture account of the Great Society and
the forces that shaped it, from Lyndon Johnson and
members of Congress to the civil rights movement and
the media Between November 1963, when he became
president, and November 1966, when his party was
routed in the midterm elections, Lyndon Johnson
spearheaded the most transformative agenda in
American political history since the New Deal, one
whose ambition and achievement have had no parallel
since. In just three years, Johnson drove the passage of
the Civil Rights and Voting Rights Acts; the War on
Poverty program; Medicare and Medicaid; the National
Endowments for the Arts and the Humanities; Public
Broadcasting; immigration liberalization; a raft of
consumer and environmental protection acts; and major
federal investments in public transportation. Collectively,
this group of achievements was labeled by Johnson and
his team the “Great Society.” In The Fierce Urgency of
Now, Julian E. Zelizer takes the full measure of the entire
story in all its epic sweep. Before Johnson, Kennedy
tried and failed to achieve many of these advances. Our
practiced understanding is that this was an
unprecedented “liberal hour” in America, a moment,
after Kennedy’s death, when the seas parted and
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shows, this view is off-base: In many respects America
was even more conservative than it seems now, and
Johnson’s legislative program faced bitter resistance.
The Fierce Urgency of Now animates the full spectrum of
forces at play during these turbulent years, including
religious groups, the media, conservative and liberal
political action groups, unions, and civil rights activists.
Above all, the great character in the book whose role
rivals Johnson’s is Congress—indeed, Zelizer argues
that our understanding of the Great Society program is
too Johnson-centric. He discusses why Congress was so
receptive to passing these ideas in a remarkably short
span of time and how the election of 1964 and
burgeoning civil rights movement transformed conditions
on Capitol Hill. Zelizer brings a deep, intimate knowledge
of the institution to bear on his story: The book is a
master class in American political grand strategy. Finally,
Zelizer reckons with the legacy of the Great Society.
Though our politics have changed, the heart of the Great
Society legislation remains intact fifty years later. In fact,
he argues, the Great Society shifted the American
political center of gravity—and our social
landscape—decisively to the left in many crucial respects.
In a very real sense, we are living today in the country
that Johnson and his Congress made.
Oxford University Press is pleased to be the new
publisher of Michael Hunt's The World Transformed:
1945 to the Present. A second edition of The World
Transformed will be available in Spring 2015. Through its
lively and accessible narrative, The World Transformed
Page 5/23

Read Online Lyndon Johnsons War Americas
Cold War Crusade In Vietnam 1945 1968 Hill And
Wang
Critical
Issues
provides
students
with an account of the political, socioeconomic and cultural developments that have shaped
global events since 1945. The book's focus on three
central and profoundly interconnected stories--the
unfolding of the Cold War, the growth of the international
economy, and the developing world's quest for political
and economic independence--offers students a
framework for understanding the past and making sense
of the present. Attentive to overarching themes,
individual historical figures, and diverse nations, The
World Transformed will find an enthusiastic reception in
courses on post-1945 world history, international
relations, or global topics.
In the summer of 1965, President Lyndon B. Johnson
faced an agonizing decision. On June 7, General William
Westmoreland had come to him with a "bombshell"
request to more than double the number of existing
troops in Vietnam. LBJ, who wished to be remembered
as a great reformer, not as a war president, saw the
proposed escalation for what it was—the turning point for
American involvement in Vietnam. This is one of the
most discussed chapters in modern presidential history,
but George Herring, the acknowledged dean of Vietnam
War historians, has found a fascinating new way to tell
this story—through the remarkable legacy of LBJ’s taped
telephone conversations. Underused until now in
exploring Johnson’s decision making in Vietnam, the
phone conversations offer intimate, striking, and
sometimes poignant insights into this ordeal. Johnson
emerges as a fascinating character, obligated to pursue
victory in Vietnam but skeptical that it is even possible,
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watching his plans for domestic reform
threatened. The president walks a fine line between a
military he must placate and a Congress whose support
he must maintain as he tries to implement his Great
Society legislation. The reader can see the flaws in the
Cold War sensibility contributing to Johnson’s tragic
attempt to hold ground against an enemy with whom he
had no leverage. The cast includes many of the era’s
most iconic players, such as Secretary of Defense
Robert McNamara, General Westmoreland ("I have a lot
riding on you," LBJ tells him—"I hope you don’t pull a
MacArthur on me!"), House minority leader Gerald Ford,
anti-war advocate Robert Kennedy ("I think you’ve got to
sit down and talk to Bobby," LBJ tells McNamara), and
former president Eisenhower, a valuable contact in the
Republican camp. A concise, inside look at seven critical
weeks in 1965—presented as a Rotunda ebook linking to
transcripts and audio files of the original presidential
tapes— The War Bells Have Rung offers both student
and scholar a vivid and accessible look at a decision on
which LBJ’s presidency would pivot and that would
change modern American history. Miller Center Studies
on the Presidency is a new series of original works that
draw on the Miller Center's scholarly programs to shed
light on the American presidency past and present.
*Comprehensively covers the lives, careers and legacies
of the 5 Presidents. *Includes pictures of important
people, places, and events. *Includes Bibliographies for
further reading. Among America's presidents, Harry
Truman's presidency produced some of the nation's
most crucial decisions and left one of the nation's most
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The new president had to usher
America through victory in Europe in his first month and
decide to drop atomic bombs on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki a few months later, but the end of World War II
produced only the first of many consequential decisions
Truman would face during his nearly 8 years in office. As
president, Truman would lay the groundwork for the next
50 years of American foreign policy, as the architect of
Cold War containment, the man who signed off on the
Marshall Plan, and the commander-in-chief during much
of the Korean War. Despite being one of America's
oldest presidents, Eisenhower redefined the public
relations nature of the office, in addition to positioning
America during the Cold War standoff with the Soviet
Union. But Eisenhower's most lasting contribution as
president was the construction of the interstate highway
system, and it was in the final year of his presidency that
his administration planned and implemented the Apollo
space program that would land men on the Moon in
1969. By the time he died in 1969, President Nixon aptly
described Eisenhower as "the world's most admired and
respected man, truly the first citizen of the world." In
many ways, John Fitzgerald Kennedy and his young
family were the perfect embodiment of the '60s. The
decade began with a sense of idealism, personified by
the attractive Kennedy, his beautiful and fashionable wife
Jackie, and his young children. Months into his
presidency, Kennedy exhorted the country to reach for
the stars, calling upon the nation to send a man to the
Moon and back by the end of the decade. In 1961,
Kennedy made it seem like anything was possible, and
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eager to believe him. The Kennedy
years were fondly and famously labeled "Camelot," by
Jackie herself, suggesting an almost mythical quality
about the young President and his family. Of all the
politicians who have left their mark on American history,
few have had a political career or list of accomplishments
and accolades that can even come close to rivaling
Lyndon B. Johnson. Johnson is one of only 4 Americans
to serve as a House Rep, U.S. Senator, Vice President
and President, and he made the most out of each
experience. The hard-nosed Texas Democrat became
one of the legendary strongmen in the Senate, mastering
that political body from 1949-1961 and spending six
years as Senate Majority Leader, two as Senate Minority
Leader, and two as Senate Majority Whip. The 70] year
old former actor Ronald Reagan went on to have one of
the most consequential presidencies of the 20th century,
unquestionably making him one of the most influential
men of the last 50 years. And his name is still as relevant
in American politics today, with every politician with an R
next to his or her name trying to claim Ronald Reagan's
conservative mantle. In the Republican presidential
nomination debates in 2011, Reagan's name was
invoked an average of over 5 times per debate, more
than every other president combined. Meanwhile,
Americans of all stripes continue to debate the merits of
"Reaganomics" more than 30 years after Reagan was
elected. America's Greatest Cold War Presidents looks
at the lives and presidencies of each of the Cold War
presidents, their Cold War policies, and their enduring
legacies. Along with pictures of important people, places,
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will learn about Truman, Ike, JFK, LBJ
and Reagan like you never have before.
This book examines the dynamic evolution of Western
détente policies which sought to transform Europe and
overcome its Cold War division through more
communication and engagement. Kieninger challenges
the traditional Cold War narrative that détente prolonged
the division of Europe and precipitated America’s
decline in the aftermath of the Vietnam War. Rather, he
argues that policymakers in the U.S. Department of State
and in Western Europe envisaged the stability enabled
by détente as a precondition for change, as Communist
regimes saw a sense of security as a prerequisite for
opening up their societies to Western influence over
time. Kieninger identifies the Helsinki Accords, Lyndon
Johnson’s bridge building, and Willy Brandt’s Ostpolitik
as efforts aimed at constructive changes in Eastern
Europe through a multiplication of contacts,
communication, and cooperation on all societal levels.
This study also illuminates the longevity of America’s
policy of peaceful change against the background of the
nuclear stalemate and the military status quo.
The Vanderbilt University professor offers a new take on
Lyndon Johnson, reassessing his often overlooked
foreign affairs record as a stabilizing force during the
height of the Cold War.
"The war in Vietnam was not lost in the field, nor was it
lost on the front pages of the New York Times or the
college campuses. It was lost in Washington, D.C." - H.
R. McMaster (from the Conclusion) Dereliction Of Duty is
a stunning new analysis of how and why the United
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in Southeast Asia. Fully and convincingly researched,
based on recently released transcripts and personal
accounts of crucial meetings, confrontations and
decisions, it is the only book that fully re-creates what
happened and why. It also pinpoints the policies and
decisions that got the United States into the morass and
reveals who made these decisions and the motives
behind them, disproving the published theories of other
historians and excuses of the participants. Dereliction Of
Duty covers the story in strong narrative fashion,
focusing on a fascinating cast of characters: President
Lyndon Johnson, Robert McNamara, General Maxwell
Taylor, McGeorge Bundy and other top aides who
deliberately deceived the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the U.S.
Congress and the American public. Sure to generate
controversy, Dereliction Of Duty is an explosive and
authoritative new look at the controversy concerning the
United States involvement in Vietnam.
The Hill and Wang Critical Issues Series: concise,
affordable works on pivotal topics in American history,
society, and politics. Using newly available documents
from both American and Vietnamese archives, Hunt
reinterprets the values, choices, misconceptions, and
miscalculations that shaped the long process of
American intervention in Southeast Asia, and renders
more comprehensible--if no less troubling--the tangled
origins of the war.
An "absorbing, and astoundingly well-researched" (NPR.org)
book that takes us inside Lyndon Johnson's White House to
show how the legendary Great Society programs were
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personalities behind every burst of 1960s liberal reform - from
civil rights and immigration reform, to Medicare and Head
Start. LBJ's towering political skills and his ambitious slate of
liberal legislation are the stuff of legend: the Civil Rights Act of
1964, the Voting Rights Act of 1965, Medicare, Medicaid,
Head Start, and environmental reform. But what happened
after the bills passed? One man could not and did not go it
alone. Joshua Zeitz reanimates the creative and contentious
atmosphere inside Johnson's White House as a talented and
energetic group of advisers made LBJ's vision a reality. They
desegregated public and private institutions throughout one
third of the United States; built Medicare and Medicaid from
the ground up in one year; launched federal funding for public
education; provided food support for millions of poor children
and adults; and launched public television and radio, all in the
space of five years, even as Vietnam strained the
administration's credibility and budget. Bill Moyers, Jack
Valenti, Joe Califano, Harry McPherson and the other staff
members who comprised LBJ's inner circle were men as
pragmatic and ambitious as Johnson, equally skilled in the art
of accumulating power or throwing a sharp elbow. Building
the Great Society is the story of how one of the most
competent White House staffs in American history - serving
one of the most complicated presidents ever to occupy the
Oval Office - fundamentally changed everyday life for millions
of citizens and forged a legacy of compassionate and
interventionist government.
A historical study that looks at America's path to global
preeminence examines such key elements as wealth,
confidence, and leadership in its rise to power, from the
nineteenth century to today, and offers insight into the
nation's problematic role in the modern-day world and options
for the future.
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SAMUEL ELIOT MORISON AWARD FOR
NAVAL LITERATURE “I devoured Act of War the way I did
Flyboys, Flags of Our Fathers and Lost in Shangrila.”—Michael Connelly, #1 New York Times Bestselling Author
In 1968, the small, dilapidated American spy ship USS
Pueblo set out to pinpoint military radar stations along the
coast of North Korea. Though packed with advanced
electronic-surveillance equipment and classified intelligence
documents, its crew, led by ex–submarine officer Pete
Bucher, was made up mostly of untested young sailors. On a
frigid January morning, the Pueblo was challenged by a North
Korean gunboat. When Bucher tried to escape, his ship was
quickly surrounded by more boats, shelled and machinegunned, forced to surrender, and taken prisoner. Less than
forty-eight hours before the Pueblo’s capture, North Korean
commandos had nearly succeeded in assassinating South
Korea’s president. The two explosive incidents pushed Cold
War tensions toward a flashpoint. Based on extensive
interviews and numerous government documents released
through the Freedom of Information Act, Act of War tells the
riveting saga of Bucher and his men as they struggled to
survive merciless torture and horrendous living conditions set
against the backdrop of an international powder keg.
Lyndon Johnson's WarAmerica's Cold War Crusade in
Vietnam, 1945-1968Macmillan
A comprehensive look at the hundred-year history of the Cold
War, from the rise of Lenin and communism to the foreign
policy of George W. Bush. -- CNN's 24-part series, telecast in
late 1998, is still alive and well on CNN Interactive. -- Who
says the Cold War is over? Heard about the collision between
the Chinese freighter and the U.S. Navy spy plane? New York
Times political columnist Maureen Dowd said in April, "One
veteran cold warrior who served under several presidents told
me he was shocked that Bush II had refrozen the cold war." -Page 13/23

Read Online Lyndon Johnsons War Americas
Cold War Crusade In Vietnam 1945 1968 Hill And
Wang
Critical
Issues History Project Website at the
The Cold
War International
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars has up-todate info on books published about the Cold War, as well as
conferences, news, etc. The Complete Idiot's Guide "RM" to
the Cold War covers: origins of the Cold War -- Karl Marx, the
Treaty at Versailles, the Great Depression, the New Deal, and
World War II; the China Lobby and the Marshall Plan,
"American Caesar" in Korea and "Tail-Gunner Joe"; the birth
of "talking head" journalism; those Happy Days 1950's; the
Cuban Missile Crisis and death in Vietnam; the turbulent
Sixties; Nixon visits China; Cold War America in the
Seventies and Eighties -- the "Evil Empire, " Grenada,
Nicaragua, and KAL Flight 007, and Post-Cold War policy, the
Cold War legacy.
This book discusses American-Egyptian relations from 1962
to the eve of the Six-Day War in June 1967. The author
examines how the decline of diplomacy between the United
States and Egypt endangered the Postwar Petroleum Order
during the Lyndon B. Johnson years and led to the outbreak
of the Six-Day War.
"Masterful. . . . Logevall presents a vivid and tragic portrait of
the elements of U.S. decision-making on Vietnam from the
beginning of the Kennedy administration through the
announcement of the American ground war in July 1965. In
the process he reveals a troubling picture of top officials in
both the Kennedy and Johnson administrations persisting in
efforts to boost the fortunes of sucessive governments of
South Vietnam, even while they acknowledged that their
chances for success were remote. In addition, he places the
decision-making squarely in the international context."—Robert
D. Schulzinger, author of A Time for War: The United States
and Vietnam, 1941-1975 "Stunning in its research and highly
sophisticated in its analysis, Choosing War is far and away
the best study we have of Lyndon Johnson's escalation of the
Page 14/23

Read Online Lyndon Johnsons War Americas
Cold War Crusade In Vietnam 1945 1968 Hill And
Wang
Issues
conflict Critical
in Vietnam."—George
C. Herring "In this fine book,
Fredrick Logevall offers the first detailed examination of why
diplomacy failed to head off the Vietnam War. Grounding
himself in documentary research and other sources from
several countries, Logevall comes closer than anyone ever
has to explaining what happened. His clear writing and deep
analysis may well change our understanding of Vietnam as a
quagmire."—John Prados, author of The Hidden History of the
Vietnam War "A rising star among a new generation of
historians, Fredrik Logevall has written the most important
Vietnam book in years. By explaining the international context
of that tragic conflict, Choosing War provides startling
answers to the question, Why did the war happen?
Controversial yet fair, this account challenges the reader to
think through John F. Kennedy's and Lydon B. Johnson's
individual responsibility for Vietnam. The effect is compelling,
unforgettable history."—Timothy Naftali, co-author of "One Hell
of a Gamble:" Khrushchev, Castro, and Kennedy, 1958-1964
A fresh, up-to-date and balanced overview of Johnson's
policies across a range of theatres and issues with the aim of
generating a proper understanding of his successes and
failures in foreign policy.

Documents the origin of American involvement in the
Vietnam War and how the policies in the Eisenhower,
Kennedy, and Johnson administrations led to war.
In politics, the man who takes the highest spot after a
landslide is not standing on solid ground. In this riveting
work of narrative nonfiction, Jonathan Darman tells the
story of two giants of American politics, Lyndon Johnson
and Ronald Reagan, and shows how, from 1963 to 1966,
these two men—the same age, and driven by the same
heroic ambitions—changed American politics forever. The
liberal and the conservative. The deal-making arm
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communicator. The Texas rancher
and the Hollywood star. Opposites in politics and style,
Johnson and Reagan shared a defining impulse: to set
forth a grand story of America, a story in which he could
be the hero. In the tumultuous days after the Kennedy
assassination, Johnson and Reagan each, in turn,
seized the chance to offer the country a new vision for
the future. Bringing to life their vivid personalities and the
anxious mood of America in a radically transformative
time, Darman shows how, in promising the impossible,
Johnson and Reagan jointly dismantled the long
American tradition of consensus politics and ushered in a
new era of fracture. History comes to life in Darman’s
vivid, fly-on-the wall storytelling. Even as Johnson
publicly revels in his triumphs, we see him grow
obsessed with dark forces he believes are out to destroy
him, while his wife, Lady Bird, urges her husband to put
aside his paranoia and see the world as it really is. And
as the war in Vietnam threatens to overtake his
presidency, we witness Johnson desperately struggling
to compensate with ever more extravagant promises for
his Great Society. On the other side of the country,
Ronald Reagan, a fading actor years removed from his
Hollywood glory, gradually turns toward a new career in
California politics. We watch him delivering speeches to
crowds who are desperate for a new leader. And we see
him wielding his well-honed instinct for timing, waiting for
Johnson’s majestic promises to prove empty before he
steps back into the spotlight, on his long journey toward
the presidency. From Johnson’s election in 1964, the
greatest popular-vote landslide in American history, to
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midterms, when Reagan burst forth onto
the national stage, Landslide brings alive a country
transformed—by riots, protests, the rise of television, the
shattering of consensus—and the two towering
personalities whose choices in those moments would
reverberate through the country for decades to come.
Praise for Landslide “Richly detailed . . . Landslide is a
vivid retelling of a tumultuous three years in American
history, and Mr. Darman captures in full the personalities
and motives of two of the twentieth century’s most
consequential politicians.”—The New York Times “Novel
and even surprising . . . Landslide deftly reminds readers
that Johnson and Reagan both trafficked in grandiose
oratory and promoted utopian visions at odds with the
social complexity of modern America.”—The Washington
Post “Riveting . . . Darman portrays [Johnson and
Reagan] as polar opposites of political attraction. . . .
Animated by the artful insight that they were men of
disappointment headed toward an appointment with
history . . . A tale about myths and a nation that believed
them, about a world of a half century ago now gone
forever.”—The Boston Globe “Alert to the subtleties of
politics and political history, Darman, a former
correspondent for Newsweek, nimbly explores delusion
and self-delusion at the highest levels.”—The New York
Times Book Review
This book presents the reader with a detailed analysis of
the U.S. policy toward Cuba that was designed and
adopted by the Lyndon B. Johnson administration.
Based in governmental and other sources from both the
U.S. and Cuba, the book analyzes the changes in the
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its political and practical effects. Cuba
still had to face a combination of "dirty war" and "passive
containment," but during the course of the 1960s, the
influence of the "dirty war" policy was weakened due to
the failure of the tactics to overthrow the Cuban
Revolution by violent means. Instead, the policy was
directed towards "passive containment," characterized
by its focus on an intensification of the economic
blockade, the promotion of diplomatic isolation, and
propaganda campaigns and psychological warfare. The
book is unique since it is written from a Cuban
perspective and it complements and enriches the
knowledge of the U.S.-Cuban relationship during the
1960s, and the policy adopted by the Johnson
administration.
Presents the original report on poverty in America that
led President Kennedy to initiate the federal poverty
program
A captivating blend of personal biography and public
drama, The Wise Men introduces the original best and
brightest, leaders whose outsized personalities and
actions brought order to postwar chaos: Averell
Harriman, the freewheeling diplomat and Roosevelt's
special envoy to Churchill and Stalin; Dean Acheson, the
secretary of state who was more responsible for the
Truman Doctrine than Truman and for the Marshall Plan
than General Marshall; George Kennan, self-cast
outsider and intellectual darling of the Washington elite;
Robert Lovett, assistant secretary of war, undersecretary
of state, and secretary of defense throughout the
formative years of the Cold War; John McCloy, one of
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the nation's
most
influential private citizens; and Charles
Bohlen, adroit diplomat and ambassador to the Soviet
Union.
This volume includes historiographical surveys of
American foreign relations since 1941 by some of the
country's leading historians. Some of the essays offer
sweeping overviews of the major trends in the field of
foreign/international relations history. Others survey the
literature on US relations with particular regions of the
world or on the foreign policies of presidential
administrations. The result is a comprehensive
assessment of the historical literature on US foreign
policy that highlights recent developments in the field.
Born in a farmhouse in the Texas Hill Country, Lyndon
Baines Johnson brought a western sensibility to the
White House. Building on recent studies that have
delved into Johnson’s Texas roots, Kevin J. Fernlund
has written a brief, lively biography of the thirty-sixth
president that better shows how his home state molded
his early years—and how the one-time Houston
schoolteacher eventually became a Texas tornado
twisting across the state’s and soon the nation’s
political landscape. Lyndon B. Johnson and Modern
America offers a concise look at LBJ that shows how his
career coincided with the ascendancy of American
liberalism within a Cold War context. In particular,
Fernlund extends recent observations regarding
Johnson’s important role in regional transformation at a
time when the South and West became full partners in
the American economy. In examining LBJ’s promotion
of the space program and his disastrous decision to
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in Vietnam, Fernlund shows how these
and other Johnson administration policies affected the
American West. He describes how Johnson’s liberal
agenda for the West became subverted by illiberal wars
with enemies foreign and domestic, exposing the limits of
liberalism and fostering the region’s nascent
conservatism. He also compares Johnson’s
commitment to social justice with that of his arch
nemesis Ho Chi Minh, providing new insight for readers
and an intriguing springboard for classroom discussion.
Although subsequent presidents also hailed from the
West, Fernlund argues that Johnson was our last truly
western chief executive. This new approach to LBJ offers
a novel reading of an important Texan, his huge circles
of influence, and his lasting impact on the American
scene.
1968 was an unprecedented year in terms of upheaval
on numerous scales: political, military, economic, social,
cultural. In the United States, perhaps no one was more
undone by the events of 1968 than President Lyndon
Baines Johnson. Kyle Longley leads his readers on a
behind-the-scenes tour of what Johnson characterized
as the 'year of a continuous nightmare'. Longley explores
how LBJ perceived the most significant events of 1968,
including the Vietnam War, the assassinations of Martin
Luther King, Jr and Robert Kennedy, and the violent
Democratic National Convention in Chicago. His
responses to the crises were sometimes effective but
often tragic, and LBJ's refusal to seek re-election
underscores his recognition of the challenges facing the
country in 1968. As much a biography of a single year as
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1968 vividly captures the tumult that
dominated the headlines on a local and global level.
On April 23, 1964, President Lyndon Johnson launched the
More Flags (i.e., more countries at war in Vietnam) program
as United States policy. Over the next four years of the
Johnson administration, and in the face of extreme reluctance
to send troops on the part of the target countries, the goal of
More Flags became more direct: to hire mercenary troops--at
extremely high cost--from countries such as South Korea, the
Philippines, and Thailand to assist the U.S. military, while
presenting the matter to the world as something entirely
different.
Even those who remember hearing those words may not
remember that they came at the very end of a 45-minute
speech primarily concerning Vietnam. Three months into an
already tumultuous year, in the aftermath of the Tet offensive
and facing a deeply divided country, President Lyndon Baines
Johnson addressed the nation to announce new initiatives
and appeal for public support. The speech of March 31, 1968
announced a bombing halt over much of North Vietnam, a
limited troop increase rather than a major escalation, and his
own decision to withdraw from the presidential race. Each of
these decisions was unexpected, a major surprise that
stunned the nation. In Lyndon Johnson, Vietnam, and the
Presidency, political rhetoric scholar David Zarefsky
examines the three key announcements and how they fit
together in the speech. In particular, LBJ’s announcement
that he would not run for re-election gave the de-escalation
measures more credibility because they could not be seen as
political ploys. Zarefsky traces the development of the speech
through eleven drafts, reflecting disagreements and doubts
among the writers and advisers. In turn, he sets these efforts
in the larger context of the Cold War and the impact of the Tet
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Drawing
on archival sources and reflecting
rhetorical insights, this book illuminates one of the most
consequential speeches of the 1960s. Even though the
fighting in Vietnam would continue for several more years, the
course of America’s conduct in Vietnam was changed
permanently by this speech.
Uses declassified documents from the Johnson Library to
examine the roles of President Johnson and his advisors in
determining United States policy in Vietnam
Discusses the contradictions of Johnson's early life and
career, including his years as congressman, senator, and
majority leader
Describes the values and misconceptions that shaped
American foreign policy in Vietnam
Lyndon Johnson was often blamed for abandoning Kennedy's
vision of development and progress in Latin America in favor
of his own domestic concerns: anti-communism and
economic stability. Johnson, along with his fellow Texan and
chief adviser on inter-American affairs Thomas C. Mann,
nonetheless offered a vision for American engagement with
the developing world even as congressional funding and
public enthusiasm for such programs waned and Johnson's
presidency collapsed under the weight of the Vietnam War.
This book explores Lyndon Johnson's Latin American policy,
from his key advisers to development programs and military
interventions, to establish a new perspective on the impact of
a complex and controversial president on a tumultuous period
in the history of the Western Hemisphere. Demonstrating that
much of the negative coverage of their efforts emerged from
disgruntled Kennedy loyalists, Tunstall Allcock argues that
Johnson and Mann were both New Dealers who possessed a
keen desire to operate as good neighbors and support Latin
American development and regional integration while dealing
with domestic pressure from both right and left. Based on
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research in multiple archives, this muchneeded book provides a crucial exploration of how interAmerican relations transitioned from the enthusiasm and
excitement of the Kennedy years to the neglect and
frustration of the Nixon presidency.
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