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Literary theory has now become integral to how we produce literary criticism. When critics write
about a text, they no longer think just about the biographical or historical contexts of the work,
but also about the different approaches that literary theory offers. By making use of these, they
create new interpretations of the text that would not otherwise be possible. In your own reading
and writing, literary theory fosters new avenues into the text. It allows you to make informed
comments about the language and form of literature, but also about the core themes concepts such as gender, sexuality, the self, race, and class - which a text might explore.
Literary theory gives you an almost limitless number of texts to work into your own response,
ensuring that your interpretation is truly original. This is why, although literary theory can
initially appear alienating and difficult, it is something to get really excited about. Imagine you
are standing in the centre of a circular room, with a whole set of doors laid out around you.
Each doorway opens on to a new and illuminating field of knowledge that can change how you
think about what you have read: perhaps in just a small way, but also perhaps dramatically and
irrevocably. You can open one door, or many of them. The choice is yours. Put the knowledge
you gain together with your own interpretation, however, and you have a unique and potentially
fascinating response. Each chapter in Literary Theory: A Complete Introduction covers a key
school of thought, progressing to a point at which you'll have a full understanding of the range
of responses and approaches available for textual interpretation. As well as focusing on such
core areas as Marxism, Modernism, Postmodernism, Structuralism and Poststructuralism, this
introduction brings in recent developments such as Eco and Ethical Criticism and Humanisms.
How does literature work? And what does it mean? How does it relate to the world: to politics,
to history, to the environment? How do we analyse and interpret a literary text, paying attention
to its specific poetic and fictitious qualities? This wide-ranging introduction helps students to
explore these and many other essential questions in the study of literature, criticism and
theory. In a series of introductory chapters, leading international scholars present the
fundamental topics of literary studies through conceptual definitions as well as interpretative
readings of works familiar from a range of world literary traditions. In an easy-to-navigate
format, Literature: An Introduction to Theory and Analysis covers such topics as: ·Key
definitions – from plot, character and style to genre, trope and author ·Literature's relationship
to the surrounding world – ethics, politics, gender and nature ·Modes of literature and criticism
– from books to performance, from creative to critical writing With annotated reading guides
throughout and a glossary of major critical schools to help students when studying, revising
and writing essays, this is an essential introduction and reference guide to the study of
literature at all levels
Literary Criticism from Plato to the Present provides a concise and authoritative overview of the
development of Western literary criticism and theory from the Classical period to the present
day An indispensable and intellectually stimulating introduction to the history of literary criticism
and theory Introduces the major movements, figures, and texts of literary criticism Provides
historical context and shows the interconnections between various theories An ideal text for all
students of literature and criticism
Since the global turn to neoliberalism in the 1970s, movements in literary studies have been
diagnostic rather than interventionist: scholars have developed techniques for analyzing culture
but have retreated from attempts to transform it. For Joseph North, a genuinely interventionist
criticism is a central task facing scholars on the Left today.
This incredibly useful volume offers an introduction to the history of literary criticism and theory
from ancient Greece to the present. Grounded in the close reading of landmark theoretical
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texts, while seeking to encourage the reader's critical response, Pelagia Goulimari examines:
major thinkers and critics from Plato and Aristotle to Foucault, Derrida, Kristeva, Said and
Butler; key concepts, themes and schools in the history of literary theory: mimesis, inspiration,
reason and emotion, the self, the relation of literature to history, society, culture and ethics,
feminism, poststructuralism, postcolonialism, queer theory; genres and movements in literary
history: epic, tragedy, comedy, the novel; Romanticism, realism, modernism and
postmodernism. Historical connections between theorists and theories are traced and the book
is generously cross-referenced. With useful features such as key-point conclusions, further
reading sections, descriptive text boxes, detailed headings, and with a comprehensive index,
this book is the ideal introduction to anyone approaching literary theory for the first time or
unfamiliar with the scope of its history.
This accessible guide provides the ideal first step in understanding literary theory.
This is a collection of critical essays that integrate literature and ideas. Daniel Fuchs presents
the writer's individuality as artist and thinker, focusing on the writer's interaction within a wide
range of cultural, political, and historical periods and situations representative of the modern
period. The essays reflect a progression that goes beyond chronology or historical survey in
the consistency and interrelation of the literary and cultural themes explored and the
references within them. The book is built around writers who are of central concern to the
author. It does not pretend to be a comprehensive framework for analysing modernism. Fuchs
first deals with high modernism, in discussions of Hemingway and Stevens, who in different
ways critique tradition and collapsing values. The essays that follow deal with the
"contemporary,"and here the focus is mainly on American Jewish writers and their cultural
impact after modernism. The author's stance is in relation not only to these traditions but to
others that might be thought antagonistic: the formalism of the New Critics and the
deconstructionism that reduces the author to a replaceable variable in the dialects of cultural
power relations. Fuchs pays tribute to the former, illustrating wider points in literary, sociocultural, and political history. The overall emphasis on these "extrinsic" matters underscores
the book's appeal to a wide audience.
The gold standard anthology for anyone who wants to understand the development and
current state of literary theory. Offering 191 pieces by 157 authors, The Norton Anthology of
Theory and Criticism, Third Edition, is more comprehensive and more varied in its selection
than any other anthology. Forty-eight NEW selections—concentrated mostly on the twentieth
and twenty-first centuries—make the book not only the best overview of the history of theory,
but also a remarkably up-to-date portrait of the state of theory today.
Culture is a defining aspect of what it means to be human. Defining culture and pinpointing its
role in our lives is not, however, so straightforward. Terry Eagleton, one of our foremost literary
and cultural critics, is uniquely poised to take on the challenge. In this keenly analytical and
acerbically funny book, he explores how culture and our conceptualizations of it have evolved
over the last two centuries—from rarified sphere to humble practices, and from a bulwark
against industrialism’s encroaches to present-day capitalism’s most profitable export.
Ranging over art and literature as well as philosophy and anthropology, and major but
somewhat "unfashionable" thinkers like Johann Gottfried Herder and Edmund Burke as well as
T. S. Eliot, Matthew Arnold, Raymond Williams, and Oscar Wilde, Eagleton provides a cogent
overview of culture set firmly in its historical and theoretical contexts, illuminating its collusion
with colonialism, nationalism, the decline of religion, and the rise of and rule over the
"uncultured" masses. Eagleton also examines culture today, lambasting the commodification
and co-option of a force that, properly understood, is a vital means for us to cultivate and
enrich our social lives, and can even provide the impetus to transform civil society.
An accessible and thorough introduction to literary theory and contemporary critical practice,
this book is an essential resource for beginning students of literary criticism. Covers traditional
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approaches such as formalism and structuralism, as well as more recent developments in
criticism such as evolutionary theory, cognitive studies, ethical criticism, and ecocriticism
Offers explanations of key works and major ideas in literary criticism and suggests key
elements to look for in a literary text Also applies critical approaches to various examples from
film studies Helps students to build a critical framework and write analytically
Lively, original and highly readable, An Introduction to Literature, Criticism and Theory is the
essential guide to literary studies. Starting at ‘The Beginning’ and concluding with ‘The End’,
chapters range from the familiar, such as ‘Character’, ‘Narrative’ and ‘The Author’, to the
more unusual, such as ‘Secrets’, ‘Pleasure’ and ‘Ghosts’. Now in its fifth edition, Bennett
and Royle’s classic textbook successfully illuminates complex ideas by engaging directly with
literary works, so that a reading of Jane Eyre opens up ways of thinking about racial difference,
for example, while Chaucer, Raymond Chandler and Monty Python are all invoked in a
discussion of literature and laughter. The fifth edition has been revised throughout and includes
four new chapters – ‘Feelings’, ‘Wounds’, ‘Body’ and ‘Love’ – to incorporate exciting
recent developments in literary studies. In addition to further reading sections at the end of
each chapter, the book contains a comprehensive bibliography and a glossary of key literary
terms. A breath of fresh air in a field that can often seem dry and dauntingly theoretical, this
book will open the reader’s eyes to the exhilarating possibilities of reading and studying
literature.
This volume contains a collection of Julio Trebolle’s papers on textual and compositional
history of 1-2 Kings, via Septuagint, Old Latin. His research is a key contribution to the
landscape of textual plurality in the history of the Bible.
From Plato to Freud to ecocriticism, the book illustrates dozens of stimulating-and sometimes
notoriously complex-perspectives for approaching literature and film. The book offers
authoritative, clear, and easy-to-follow explanations of theories that range from established
classics to the controversies of current theory. Each chapter offers a conversational, step-bystep explanation of a single theory, critic, or issue, accompanied by concrete examples for
applying the concepts and engaging suggestions for related literary readings. Following a
section on the foundations of literary theory, the book is organized thematically, with an eye to
the best way to develop a real, working understanding of the various theories. Crossreferences are particularly important, since it's through the interaction of examples that readers
most effectively advance from basic topics and arguments to some of the more specialized and
complicated issues. Each chapter is designed to tell a complete story, yet also to reach out to
other chapters for development and debate. Literary theorists are hardly unified in their views,
and this book reflects the various traditions, agreements, influences, and squabbles that are a
part of the field. Special features include hundreds of references to and quotations from novels,
stories, plays, poems, movies, and other media. Online resources could also include video and
music clips, as well as high-quality examples of visual art mentioned in the book. The book
also includes periodic "running" references to selected key titles (such as Frankenstein) in
order to illustrate the effect of different theories on a single work.
Feminism has transformed the academic study of literature, fundamentally altering the canon
of what is taught and setting new agendas for literary analysis. In this authoritative history of
feminist literary criticism, leading scholars chart the development of the practice from the
Middle Ages to the present. The first section of the book explores protofeminist thought from
the Middle Ages onwards, and analyses the work of pioneers such as Wollstonecraft and
Woolf. The second section examines the rise of second-wave feminism and maps its
interventions across the twentieth century. A final section examines the impact of
postmodernism on feminist thought and practice. This book offers a comprehensive guide to
the history and development of feminist literary criticism and a lively reassessment of the main
issues and authors in the field. It is essential reading for all students and scholars of feminist
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writing and literary criticism.

Literary Theory and Criticism: An Introduction provides an accessible overview of major
figures and movements in literary theory and criticism from antiquity to the twenty-first
century. It is designed for students at the undergraduate level or for others needing a
broad synthesis of the long history of literary theory. An introductory chapter provides
an overview of some of the major issues within literary theory and criticism; further
chapters survey theory and criticism in antiquity, the Middle Ages and Renaissance, the
Enlightenment, and the nineteenth century. For twentieth- and twenty-first-century
theory, the discussion is subdivided into separate chapters on formalist, historicist,
political, and psychoanalytic approaches. The final chapter applies a variety of
theoretical concepts and approaches to two famous works of literature: William
Shakespeare’s Hamlet and Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein. The new edition has been
updated throughout, including new or expanded coverage of Marxist theory, disability
studies, affect theory, and Critical Race Theory.
Philip Goldstein examines in this study the politics of a potpourri of modern criticism new critical, authorial, reader-oriented phenomenological, structuralist, and
poststructuralist. In the process, he contends that Marxist and feminist criticism divide
these critical approaches along political lines, each position, whether theoretical or
practical, fractured along conservative, liberal, and radical lines.
Literary Theory and Criticism: An Introduction provides an accessible overview of major
figures and movements in literary theory and criticism from antiquity to the twenty-first
century. It is designed for students at the undergraduate level or for others needing a
broad synthesis of the long history of literary theory. An introductory chapter provides
an overview of some of the major issues within literary theory and criticism; further
chapters survey theory and criticism in antiquity, the Middle Ages and Renaissance, the
Enlightenment, and the nineteenth century. For twentieth- and twenty-first-century
theory, the discussion is subdivided into separate chapters on formalist, historicist,
political, and psychoanalytic approaches. The final chapter applies a variety of
theoretical concepts and approaches to two famous works of literature: William
Shakespeare’s Hamlet and Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein.
American Literary Criticism Since the 1930s fully updates Vincent B. Leitch’s classic
book, American Literary Criticism from the 30s to the 80s following the development of
the American academy right up to the present day. Updated throughout and with a
brand new chapter, this second edition: provides a critical history of American literary
theory and practice, discussing the impact of major schools and movements examines
the social and cultural background to literary research, considering the role of key
theories and practices provides profiles of major figures and influential texts, outlining
the connections among theorists presents a new chapter on developments since the
1980s, including discussions of feminist, queer, postcolonial and ethnic criticism.
Comprehensive and engaging, this book offers a crucial overview of the development of
literary studies in American universities, and a springboard to further research for all
those interested in the development and study of Literature.
Bringing his perennially popular course to the page, Yale University Professor Paul H.
Fry offers in this welcome book a guided tour of the main trends in twentieth-century
literary theory. At the core of the book's discussion is a series of underlying questions:
What is literature, how is it produced, how can it be understood, and what is its
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purpose? Fry engages with the major themes and strands in twentieth-century literary
theory, among them the hermeneutic circle, New Criticism, structuralism, linguistics and
literature, Freud and fiction, Jacques Lacan's theories, the postmodern psyche, the
political unconscious, New Historicism, the classical feminist tradition, African American
criticism, queer theory, and gender performativity. By incorporating philosophical and
social perspectives to connect these many trends, the author offers readers a coherent
overall context for a deeper and richer reading of literature.
Culler offers insights into theories about the nature of language and meaning, looks at
whether literature is a form of self-expression or a method of appeal to an audience,
and outlines the ideas behind deconstruction and semiotics.
Beginning with approaches familiar to students and then gradually introducing schools
of criticism that are more challenging, THEORY INTO PRACTICE provides extensive
step-by-step guidance for writing literary analyses from each of the critical perspectives.
This brief, practical introduction to literary theory explores core literary theories in a
unique chronological format and includes an anthology of relevant fiction, poetry, and
nonfiction to help bring those theories to life for students. Remarkably readable and
engaging, the text makes even complex concepts manageable for those beginning to
think about literary theory, and example analyses for each type of criticism show how
real students have applied the theories to works included in the anthology. Now
updated with the latest scholarship, including a full discussion of Ecocriticism and
increased emphasis on American multicultural approaches, THEORY INTO PRACTICE
provides an essential foundation for thoughtful and effective literary analysis. Important
Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the product text may
not be available in the ebook version.

A uniquely accessible guide to a difficult subject, A Practical Introduction to
Literary Theory and Criticism introduces students to the major trends in
contemporary literary theory. Offering the breadth of information of a handbook
and the examples of an anthology, it provides an invaluable alternative to the
standard collections and shows students how literary theory really unfolds.
In this second edition of Beginning Theory, the variety of approaches, theorists,
and technical language is lucidly and expertly unraveled and explained, and
allows readers to develop their own ideas once first principles have been
grasped. Expanded and updated from the original edition first published in 1995,
Peter Barry has incorporated all of the recent developments in literary theory,
adding two new chapters covering the emergent Eco-criticism and the reemerging Narratology.
Critical Theory: The Key Concepts introduces over 300 widely-used terms,
categories and ideas drawing upon well-established approaches like new
historicism, postmodernism, psychoanalysis, Marxism, and narratology as well as
many new critical theories of the last twenty years such as Actor-Network Theory,
Global Studies, Critical Race Theory, and Speculative Realism. This book
explains the key concepts at the heart of a wide range of influential theorists from
Agamben to Žižek. Entries range from concise definitions to longer more
explanatory essays and include terms such as: Aesthetics Desire Dissensus
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Dromocracy Hegemony Ideology Intersectionality Late Capitalism Performativity
Race Suture Featuring cross-referencing throughout, a substantial bibliography
and index, Critical Theory: The Key Concepts is an accessible and easy-to-use
guide. This book is an invaluable introduction covering a wide range of subjects
for anyone who is studying or has an interest in critical theory (past and present).
The fourth edition of the bestselling Literary Criticism: An Introduction to Theory
and Practice showcases various schools of 20th century criticism in historical and
philosophical contexts. New features include: - A new chapter on queer theory. Every chapter has been revised with new introductions with appropriate new
critical vocabulary, critical terms, further readings sections, and web sites. - New
student essays - Structuralism and Deconstruction have been combined into one
section to make the material clearer and more streamlined. - The addition of
Plotinus, Giovanni Boccaccio, Joseph Addison, Percy Pysshe Shelley, and
Mikhail Bakhtin. Pick a Penguin Program* We offer select Penguin Putnam titles
at a substantial discount to your students when you request a special package of
one or more Penguin titles with this text. Please contact your local Prentice Hall
Sales Representative for more information.
Literary CriticismAn Introduction to Theory and PracticePearson College Division
A new edition of one of the market leading texts for those interested in critical
theory and its effect on our reading of the English literary canon. Renowned for
its accessible, witty style, the new edition is updated throughout and contains four
new chapters to reflect the continuing development of the subject. * The key
elements of this book that make it so popular are its clear, highly accessible
articulation of ideas, the wide range of texts used as illustrative examples, and its
witty, humourous style. * Number 1 textbook on our Literature list. * Literary
Theory & Criticism is the only major, core course in English departments - every
Literature student will study it. * A new chapter on Creative Writing - currently the
biggest 'growth area' in the Humanities in the UK.
The Literary Theory Handbook introduces students to the history and scope of
literary theory, showing them how to perform literary analysis, and providing a
greater understanding of the historical contexts for different theories. A new
edition of this highly successful text, which includes updated and refined
chapters, and new sections on contemporary theories Far reaching in its
inclusion of a detailed history of theory and in-depth discussions of major theories
and movements Four distinct perspectives on theory—historical, thematic,
biographical, practical—are carefully intertwined, so that key concepts, terms and
ideas are developed in different contexts and cross-referenced, in the text and in
the index. Includes alphabetically-arranged biographies designed for quick
reference, and sample readings to illustrate the practical application of theory
"Covers all the major schools and methods that make up the dynamic field of literary theory,
from Formalism to Postcolonialism."-One of the greatest challenges for English language arts teachers today is the call to engage
students in more complex texts. Tim Gillespie, who has taught in public schools for almost four
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decades, has found the lenses of literary criticism a powerful tool for helping students tackle
challenging literary texts. Tim breaks down the dense language of critical theory into clear,
lively, and thorough explanations of many schools of critical thought--reader response,
biographical, historical, psychological, archetypal, genre based, moral, philosophical, feminist,
political, formalist, and postmodern. "Doing Literary Criticism" gives each theory its own
chapter with a brief, teacher-friendly overview and a history of the approach, along with an indepth discussion of its benefits and limitations. Each chapter also includes ideas for classroom
practices and activities. Using stories from his own English classes--from alternative programs
to advanced placement and everything in between--Tim provides a wealth of specific
classroom-tested suggestions for discussion, essay and research paper topics, recommended
texts, exam questions, and more. The accompanying cd offers abbreviated overviews of each
theory (designed to be used as classroom handouts), examples of student work, collections of
quotes to stimulate discussion and writing, an extended history of women writers, and much
more. Ultimately, "Doing Literary Criticism" offers teachers a rich set of materials and tools to
help their students become more confident and able readers, writers, and critical thinkers.
Chapters of this book include: (1) Getting Started; (2) Reader Response Criticism; (3)
Biographical Criticism; (4) Historical Criticism; (5) Psychological Criticism; (6) Archetypal
Criticism; (7) Genre Criticism; (8) Moral Criticism; (9) Philosophical Criticism; (10) Feminist
Criticism; (11) Political or Advocacy Criticism; (12) Formalist Criticism; and (13) Putting It All
Together. References and an index are also included. [Foreword by Leila Christenbury.].
What is Literary Theory? Is there a relationship between literature and culture? In fact, what is
Literature, and does it matter? These are the sorts of questions addressed by Jonathan Culler
in a book which steers a clear path through a subject often perceived to be complex and
impenetrable. It offers discerning insights into theories about the nature of language and
meaning, whether literature is a form of self-expression ora method of appeal to an audience,
and outlines the ideas behind a number of different schools: deconstruction, semiotics,
postcolonial theory, and structuralism amongst them.
A quarter of a century on from its original publication,Literary Theory: An Introduction still
conjures thesubversion, excitement and exoticism that characterized theorythrough the 1960s
and 70s, when it posed an unprecedented challengeto the literary establishment. Eagleton has
added a new preface tothis anniversary edition to address more recent developments inliterary
studies, including what he describes as “the growthof a kind of anti-theory”, and the idea that
literary theoryhas been institutionalized. Insightful and enlightening,Literary Theory: An
Introduction remains the essential guideto the field. 25th Anniversary Edition of Terry
Eagleton’s classicintroduction to literary theory First published in 1983, and revised in 1996 to
includematerial on developments in feminist and cultural theory Has served as an inspiration to
generations of students andteachers Continues to function as arguably the definitive
undergraduatetextbook on literary theory Reissue includes a new foreword by Eagleton
himself, reflectingon the impact and enduring success of the book, and on developmentsin
literary theory since it was first published
An introduction to literary and cultural theory for beginners. The emphasis is on theory in
practice with exercises and questions to help the student understand the methodology and
practice of literary theory. Topics covered include: liberal humanism; Marxism; new historicism;
cultural materialism; postcolonialism; feminism; queer theory; structuralism; postmodernism;
stylistics; psychoanalytic theory.
This comprehensive guide to the history of literary criticism from antiquity to the present day
provides an authoritative overview of the major movements, figures, and texts of literary
criticism, as well as surveying their cultural, historical, and philosophical contexts. Supplies the
cultural, historical and philosophical background to the literary criticism of each era Enables
students to see the development of literary criticism in context Organised chronologically, from
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classical literary criticism through to deconstruction Considers a wide range of thinkers and
events from the French Revolution to Freud’s views on civilization Can be used alongside any
anthology of literary criticism or as a coherent stand-alone introduction
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