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Liberty How The Revolutionary War Began
Landmark Books
The fledgling United States fought a war to achieve independence from Britain, but as
John Adams said, the real revolution occurred “in the minds and hearts of the people”
before the armed conflict ever began. Putting the practices of communication at the
center of this intellectual revolution, Protocols of Liberty shows how American
patriots—the Whigs—used new forms of communication to challenge British authority
before any shots were fired at Lexington and Concord. To understand the triumph of
the Whigs over the Brit-friendly Tories, William B. Warner argues that it is essential to
understand the communication systems that shaped pre-Revolution events in the
background. He explains the shift in power by tracing the invention of a new political
agency, the Committee of Correspondence; the development of a new genre for
political expression, the popular declaration; and the emergence of networks for
collective political action, with the Continental Congress at its center. From the
establishment of town meetings to the creation of a new postal system and, finally, the
Declaration of Independence, Protocols of Liberty reveals that communication
innovations contributed decisively to nation-building and continued to be key tools in
later American political movements, like abolition and women’s suffrage, to oppose
local custom and state law.
An illustrated collection of essays that explores the international dimensions of the
American Revolution and its legacies in both America and around the world The
American Revolution: A World War argues that contrary to popular opinion, the
American Revolution was not just a simple battle for independence in which the
American colonists waged a "David versus Goliath" fight to overthrow their British
rulers. Instead, the essays in the book illustrate how the American Revolution was a
much more complicated and interesting conflict. It was an extension of larger
skirmishes among the global superpowers in Europe, chiefly Britain, Spain, France, and
the Dutch Republic. Amid these ongoing conflicts, Britain's focus was often pulled away
from the war in America as it fought to preserve its more lucrative colonial interests in
the Caribbean and India. The book, the illustrated companion volume to the
Smithsonian National Museum of American History exhibition of the same name,
touches on this and other topics including overseas empires, economic rivalries,
supremacy of the seas, European diplomacy, and more. Together the book's incisive
text, full-color images, and topical sidebars underscore that America's fight for
independence is most clearly comprehended as one of the first global struggles for
power.
The wild and suspenseful story of one of the most crucial and least known campaigns
of the Revolutionary War when America’s scrappy navy took on the full might of
Britain’s sea power. "Few know of the valor and courage of Benedict Arnold... With
such a dramatic main character, the story of the Battle of Valcour is finally seen as one
of the most exciting and important of the American Revolution." —Tom Clavin author of
Dodge City and co-author of Valley Forge During the summer of 1776, a British
incursion from Canada loomed. In response, citizen soldiers of the newly independent
nation mounted a heroic defense. Patriots constructed a small fleet of gunboats on
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Lake Champlain in northern New York and confronted the Royal Navy in a desperate
three-day battle near Valcour Island. Their effort surprised the arrogant British and
forced the enemy to call off their invasion. Jack Kelly's Valcour is a story of people. The
northern campaign of 1776 was led by the underrated general Philip Schuyler
(Hamilton's father-in-law), the ambitious former British officer Horatio Gates, and the
notorious Benedict Arnold. An experienced sea captain, Arnold devised a brilliant
strategy that confounded his slow-witted opponents. America’s independence hung in
the balance during 1776. Patriots endured one defeat after another. But two events
turned the tide: Washington’s bold attack on Trenton and the equally audacious fight at
Valcour Island. Together, they stunned the enemy and helped preserve the cause of
liberty.
A "thought-provoking, meticulously researched" testament to evangelical Christians'
crucial contribution to American independence and a timely appeal for the same
spiritual vitality today (Washington Times). At the dawn of the Revolutionary War,
America was already a nation of diverse faiths-the First Great Awakening and
Enlightenment concepts such as deism and atheism had endowed the colonists with
varying and often opposed religious beliefs. Despite their differences, however,
Americans found common ground against British tyranny and formed an alliance that
would power the American Revolution. In God of Liberty, historian Thomas S. Kidd
offers the first comprehensive account of religion's role during this transformative period
and how it gave form to our nation and sustained it through its tumultuous birth -- and
how it can be a force within our country during times of transition today.
Cokie Roberts's number one New York Times bestseller, We Are Our Mothers'
Daughters, examined the nature of women's roles throughout history and led USA
Today to praise her as a "custodian of time-honored values." Her second bestseller,
From This Day Forward, written with her husband, Steve Roberts, described American
marriages throughout history, including the romance of John and Abigail Adams. Now
Roberts returns with Founding Mothers, an intimate and illuminating look at the
fervently patriotic and passionate women whose tireless pursuits on behalf of their
families -- and their country -- proved just as crucial to the forging of a new nation as
the rebellion that established it. While much has been written about the men who
signed the Declaration of Independence, battled the British, and framed the
Constitution, the wives, mothers, sisters, and daughters they left behind have been little
noticed by history. Roberts brings us the women who fought the Revolution as valiantly
as the men, often defending their very doorsteps. While the men went off to war or to
Congress, the women managed their businesses, raised their children, provided them
with political advice, and made it possible for the men to do what they did. The behind-
the-scenes influence of these women -- and their sometimes very public activities --
was intelligent and pervasive. Drawing upon personal correspondence, private journals,
and even favored recipes, Roberts reveals the often surprising stories of these
fascinating women, bringing to life the everyday trials and extraordinary triumphs of
individuals like Abigail Adams, Mercy Otis Warren, Deborah Read Franklin, Eliza
Pinckney, Catherine Littlefield Green, Esther DeBerdt Reed, and Martha Washington --
proving that without our exemplary women, the new country might never have survived.
Social history at its best, Founding Mothers unveils the drive, determination, creative
insight, and passion of the other patriots, the women who raised our nation. Roberts
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proves beyond a doubt that like every generation of American women that has followed,
the founding mothers used the unique gifts of their gender -- courage, pluck, sadness,
joy, energy, grace, sensitivity, and humor -- to do what women do best, put one foot in
front of the other in remarkable circumstances and carry on.
In Pagan Theology, Michael York situates Paganism—one of the fastest-growing
spiritual orientations in the West—as a world religion. He provides an introduction to, and
expansion of, the concept of Paganism and provides an overview of Paganism's
theological perspective and practice. He demonstrates it to be a viable and
distinguishable spiritual perspective found around the world today in such forms as
Chinese folk religion, Shinto, tribal religions, and neo-Paganism in the West. While
adherents to many of these traditions do not use the word “pagan” to describe their
beliefs or practices, York contends that there is an identifiable position possessing
characteristics and understandings in common for which the label “pagan” is
appropriate. After outlining these characteristics, he examines many of the world's
major religions to explore religious behaviors in other religions which are not
themselves pagan, but which have pagan elements. In the course of examining such
behavior, York provides rich and lively descriptions of religions in action, including
Buddhism and Hinduism. Pagan Theology claims Paganism’s place as a world religion,
situating it as a religion, a behavior, and a theology.
A global history of the post-Revolutionary War exodus of 60,000 Americans loyal to the
British Empire to such regions as Canada, India and Sierra Leone traces the
experiences of specific individuals while challenging popular conceptions about the
founding of the United States. Reprint.
They began their existence as everyday objects, but in the hands of award-winning
historian Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, fourteen domestic items from preindustrial
America–ranging from a linen tablecloth to an unfinished sock–relinquish their stories
and offer profound insights into our history. In an age when even meals are rarely made
from scratch, homespun easily acquires the glow of nostalgia. The objects Ulrich
investigates unravel those simplified illusions, revealing important clues to the culture
and people who made them. Ulrich uses an Indian basket to explore the uneasy
coexistence of native and colonial Americans. A piece of silk embroidery reveals racial
and class distinctions, and two old spinning wheels illuminate the connections between
colonial cloth-making and war. Pulling these divergent threads together, Ulrich
demonstrates how early Americans made, used, sold, and saved textiles in order to
assert their identities, shape relationships, and create history.
Deborah Kent makes this a lively history exploring the root causes of the Revolutionary
War and tracing the course of its battles until the Peace Treaty of Paris was signed in
1783.
In Death or Liberty, Douglas R. Egerton offers a sweeping chronicle of African
American history stretching from Britain's 1763 victory in the Seven Years' War to the
election of slaveholder Thomas Jefferson as president in 1800. While American slavery
is usually identified with antebellum cotton plantations, Egerton shows that on the eve
of the Revolution it encompassed everything from wading in the South Carolina rice
fields to carting goods around Manhattan to serving the households of Boston's elite.
More important, he recaptures the drama of slaves, freed blacks, and white reformers
fighting to make the young nation fulfill its republican slogans. Although this struggle
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often unfolded in the corridors of power, Egerton pays special attention to what black
Americans did for themselves in these decades, and his narrative brims with compelling
portraits of forgotten African American activists and rebels, who battled huge odds and
succeeded in finding liberty--if never equality--only in northern states. Egerton
concludes that despite the real possibility of peaceful, if gradual, emancipation, the
Founders ultimately lacked the courage to end slavery.
Bestselling author Lauren Tarshis tackles the American Revolution in this latest
installment of the groundbreaking, New York Times bestselling I Survived series.
The year: 1779 The war: the American Revolution The secret weapon: twin boys and a
Great Chain at West Point In this third book in the American Revolutionary War
Adventures series, John and Ambrose Clark are hot on the trail of the spy who gave
away the secret of their father’s mission, which ultimately led to him being shot by
Redcoats. But when there is an attack on America’s new strategic defense on the
Hudson River—the Great Chain at West Point—the twins must protect it. They soon
discover things aren’t always as they seem and their friends have deadly connections.
Discover how the boys’ faith in Providence and each other help the cause for Liberty!
The American Revolution was a home-front war that brought scarcity, bloodshed, and
danger into the life of every American. In this groundbreaking history, Carol Berkin
shows us how women played a vital role throughout the conflict. The women of the
Revolution were most active at home, organizing boycotts of British goods, raising
funds for the fledgling nation, and managing the family business while struggling to
maintain a modicum of normalcy as husbands, brothers and fathers died. Yet Berkin
also reveals that it was not just the men who fought on the front lines, as in the story of
Margaret Corbin, who was crippled for life when she took her husband’s place beside a
cannon at Fort Monmouth. This incisive and comprehensive history illuminates a
fascinating and unknown side of the struggle for American independence.
“Excellent . . . deserves high praise. Mr. Taylor conveys this sprawling continental
history with economy, clarity, and vividness.”—Brendan Simms, Wall Street Journal The
American Revolution is often portrayed as a high-minded, orderly event whose
capstone, the Constitution, provided the nation its democratic framework. Alan Taylor, a
two-time Pulitzer Prize winner, gives us a different creation story in this magisterial
history. The American Revolution builds like a ground fire overspreading Britain’s
colonies, fueled by local conditions and resistant to control. Emerging from the
continental rivalries of European empires and their native allies, the revolution pivoted
on western expansion as well as seaboard resistance to British taxes. When war
erupted, Patriot crowds harassed Loyalists and nonpartisans into compliance with their
cause. The war exploded in set battles like Saratoga and Yorktown and spread through
continuing frontier violence. The discord smoldering within the fragile new nation called
forth a movement to concentrate power through a Federal Constitution. Assuming the
mantle of “We the People,” the advocates of national power ratified the new frame of
government. But it was Jefferson’s expansive “empire of liberty” that carried the
revolution forward, propelling white settlement and slavery west, preparing the ground
for a new conflagration.
Depicts the outbreak of the American Revolution at Lexington in 1775 through stories and
illustrations.
A narrative exploration of the American Revolution in the context of the African-American
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experience analyzes questions about what freedom and democracy mean for black Americans,
covering such topics as the tasks faced by freedom-seeking slaves, the revolutionary nature of
abolitionist sentiments and how slaves remembered the Revolution.
As the colonists became increasingly dissatisfied in the rule of the British government, women
began to take an active role in the movements leading up to the Revolutionary War. After
obtaining independence from the crown, women became dissatisfied with their exclusion from
Constitutional rights. Daughters of Liberty traces women's role through the war and the Early
Republic, including the creation of the Daughters of Liberty, African-American mutual aid
societies, and the first women's relief organization, the Ladies Association of Philadelphia.
America's Revolutionary Mind is the first major reinterpretation of the American Revolution
since the publication of Bernard Bailyn's The Ideological Origins of the American Revolution
and Gordon S. Wood's The Creation of the American Republic. The purpose of this book is
twofold: first, to elucidate the logic, principles, and significance of the Declaration of
Independence as the embodiment of the American mind; and, second, to shed light on what
John Adams once called the "real American Revolution"; that is, the moral revolution that
occurred in the minds of the people in the fifteen years before 1776. The Declaration is used
here as an ideological road map by which to chart the intellectual and moral terrain traveled by
American Revolutionaries as they searched for new moral principles to deal with the changed
political circumstances of the 1760s and early 1770s. This volume identifies and analyzes the
modes of reasoning, the patterns of thought, and the new moral and political principles that
served American Revolutionaries first in their intellectual battle with Great Britain before 1776
and then in their attempt to create new Revolutionary societies after 1776. The book
reconstructs what amounts to a near-unified system of thought—what Thomas Jefferson called
an “American mind” or what I call “America’s Revolutionary mind.” This American mind was,
I argue, united in its fealty to a common philosophy that was expressed in the Declaration and
launched with the words, “We hold these truths to be self-evident.”
Author Scotti Cohn tells the stories of eleven children involved in or personally changed by
America's war for independence. From boys--and even one young woman--who entered into
battles themselves, to others whose families' involvement (or efforts not to be involved)
changed their lives forever, these children's stories show the Revolutionary War as never
before.
The fourth annual compilation of selected articles from the online Journal of the American
Revolution.
A stirring picture book biography about a forgotten hero of the American Revolution who rose
to the occasion and served his country, not with muskets or canons, but with gingerbread!
Simultaneous eBook.
Explores the lives of colonial women, particularly during the Revolutionary War
years, arguing that eighteenth-century Americans had very clear notions of
appropriate behavior for females and the functions they were expected to
perform, and that most women suffered from low self-esteem, believing
themselves inferior to men.
In his new book, Michal Jan Rozbicki undertakes to bridge the gap between the
political and the cultural histories of the American Revolution. Through a careful
examination of liberty as both the ideological axis and the central metaphor of the
age, he is able to offer a fresh model for interpreting the Revolution. By
establishing systemic linkages between the histories of the free and the unfree,
and between the factual and the symbolic, this framework points to a
fundamental reassessment of the ways we think about the American Founding.
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Rozbicki moves beyond the two dominant interpretations of Revolutionary
liberty—one assuming the Founders invested it with a modern meaning that has in
essence continued to the present day, the other highlighting its apparent betrayal
by their commitment to inequality. Through a consistent focus on the interplay
between culture and power, Rozbicki demonstrates that liberty existed as an
intricate fusion of political practices and symbolic forms. His deeply historicized
reconstruction of its contemporary meanings makes it clear that liberty was still
understood as a set of privileges distributed according to social rank rather than a
universal right. In fact, it was because the Founders considered this assumption
self-evident that they felt confident in publicizing a highly liberal, symbolic
narrative of equal liberty to represent the Revolutionary endeavor. The
uncontainable success of this narrative went far beyond the circumstances that
gave birth to it because it put new cultural capital—a conceptual arsenal of rights
and freedoms—at the disposal of ordinary people as well as political factions
competing for their support, providing priceless legitimacy to all those who would
insist that its nominal inclusiveness include them in fact.
Contrary to popular belief, the American Revolutionary War was not a limited and
restrained struggle for political self-determination. From the onset of hostilities,
British authorities viewed their American foes as traitors to be punished, and
British abuse of American prisoners, both tacitly condoned and at times officially
sanctioned, proliferated. Meanwhile, more than seventeen thousand British and
allied soldiers fell into American hands during the Revolution. For a fledgling
nation that could barely afford to keep an army in the field, the issue of how to
manage prisoners of war was daunting. Captives of Liberty examines how
America's founding generation grappled with the problems posed by prisoners of
war, and how this influenced the wider social and political legacies of the
Revolution. When the struggle began, according to T. Cole Jones, revolutionary
leadership strove to conduct the war according to the prevailing European
customs of military conduct, which emphasized restricting violence to the
battlefield and treating prisoners humanely. However, this vision of restrained war
did not last long. As the British denied customary protections to their American
captives, the revolutionary leadership wasted no time in capitalizing on the
prisoners' ordeals for propagandistic purposes. Enraged, ordinary Americans
began to demand vengeance, and they viewed British soldiers and their German
and Native American auxiliaries as appropriate targets. This cycle of violence
spiraled out of control, transforming the struggle for colonial independence into a
revolutionary war. In illuminating this history, Jones contends that the violence of
the Revolutionary War had a profound impact on the character and
consequences of the American Revolution. Captives of Liberty not only provides
the first comprehensive analysis of revolutionary American treatment of enemy
prisoners but also reveals the relationship between America's political revolution
and the war waged to secure it.
"Give me liberty, or give me death!" is a quotation attributed to Patrick Henry from
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a speech he made to the Second Virginia Convention on March 23, 1775, [1] at
St. John's Church in Richmond, Virginia. Henry is credited with having swung the
balance in convincing the convention to pass a resolution delivering Virginian
troops for the Revolutionary War. Among the delegates to the convention were
future U.S. Presidents Thomas Jefferson and George Washington
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “An elegant synthesis done by the leading
scholar in the field, which nicely integrates the work on the American Revolution
over the last three decades but never loses contact with the older, classic
questions that we have been arguing about for over two hundred years.”—Joseph
J. Ellis, author of Founding Brothers A magnificent account of the revolution in
arms and consciousness that gave birth to the American republic. When
Abraham Lincoln sought to define the significance of the United States, he
naturally looked back to the American Revolution. He knew that the Revolution
not only had legally created the United States, but also had produced all of the
great hopes and values of the American people. Our noblest ideals and
aspirations-our commitments to freedom, constitutionalism, the well-being of
ordinary people, and equality-came out of the Revolutionary era. Lincoln saw as
well that the Revolution had convinced Americans that they were a special
people with a special destiny to lead the world toward liberty. The Revolution, in
short, gave birth to whatever sense of nationhood and national purpose
Americans have had. No doubt the story is a dramatic one: Thirteen insignificant
colonies three thousand miles from the centers of Western civilization fought off
British rule to become, in fewer than three decades, a huge, sprawling,
rambunctious republic of nearly four million citizens. But the history of the
American Revolution, like the history of the nation as a whole, ought not to be
viewed simply as a story of right and wrong from which moral lessons are to be
drawn. It is a complicated and at times ironic story that needs to be explained
and understood, not blindly celebrated or condemned. How did this great
revolution come about? What was its character? What were its consequences?
These are the questions this short history seeks to answer. That it succeeds in
such a profound and enthralling way is a tribute to Gordon Wood’s mastery of
his subject, and of the historian’s craft.
Here is a brisk, accessible, and vivid introduction to arguably the most important
event in the history of the United States--the American Revolution. Between 1760
and 1800, the American people cast off British rule to create a new nation and a
radically new form of government based on the idea that people have the right to
govern themselves. In this lively account, Robert Allison provides a cohesive
synthesis of the military, diplomatic, political, social, and intellectual aspects of
the Revolution, paying special attention to the Revolution's causes and
consequences. The book recreates the tumultuous events of the 1760s and
1770s that led to revolution, such as the Boston Massacre and the Boston Tea
Party, as well as the role the Sons of Liberty played in turning resistance into full-
scale revolt. Allison explains how and why Americans changed their ideas of
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government and society so profoundly in these years and how the War for
Independence was fought and won. He highlights the major battles and
commanders on both sides--with a particular focus on George Washington and
the extraordinary strategies he developed to defeat Britain's superior forces--as
well as the impact of French military support on the American cause. In the final
chapter, Allison explores the aftermath of the American Revolution: how the
newly independent states created governments based on the principles for which
they had fought, and how those principles challenged their own institutions, such
as slavery, in the new republic. He considers as well the Revolution's legacy, the
many ways its essential ideals influenced other struggles against oppressive
power or colonial systems in France, Latin America, and Asia. Sharply written
and highly readable, The American Revolution offers the perfect introduction to
this seminal event in American history.
Liberty!How the Revolutionary War BeganRandom House Books for Young
Readers
Presentation of the little-known story of the American Revolution told from the perspectives of
the African-American slaves who fought on the side of the British Royal Army in exchange for a
promise of freedom.
A sweeping reassessment of the American Revolution, showing how the Founders were
influenced by overlooked Americans—women, Native Americans, African Americans, and
religious dissenters. Using more than a thousand eyewitness accounts, Liberty Is Sweet
explores countless connections between the Patriots of 1776 and other Americans whose
passion for freedom often brought them into conflict with the Founding Fathers. “It is all one
story,” prizewinning historian Woody Holton writes. Holton describes the origins and crucial
battles of the Revolution from Lexington and Concord to the British surrender at Yorktown,
always focusing on marginalized Americans—enslaved Africans and African Americans, Native
Americans, women, and dissenters—and on overlooked factors such as weather, North
America’s unique geography, chance, misperception, attempts to manipulate public opinion,
and (most of all) disease. Thousands of enslaved Americans exploited the chaos of war to
obtain their own freedom, while others were given away as enlistment bounties to whites.
Women provided material support for the troops, sewing clothes for soldiers and in some
cases taking part in the fighting. Both sides courted native people and mimicked their tactics.
Liberty Is Sweet gives us our most complete account of the American Revolution, from its
origins on the frontiers and in the Atlantic ports to the creation of the Constitution. Offering
surprises at every turn—for example, Holton makes a convincing case that Britain never had a
chance of winning the war—this majestic history revivifies a story we thought we already knew.
Teenage twin boys go on an adventure protecting the Great Chain at West Point, which turns
into a rescue mission when one of them gets captured by the Redcoats! The year: 1779 The
war: the American Revolution The secret weapon: twin boys and a Great Chain at West Point
In this third book in the American Revolutionary War Adventures series, John and Ambrose
Clark are hot on the trail of the spy who gave away the secret of their father’s mission, which
ultimately led to him being shot by Redcoats. But when there is an attack on America’s new
strategic defense on the Hudson River—the Great Chain at West Point—the twins must protect
it. They soon discover things aren’t always as they seem and their friends have deadly
connections. Discover how the boys’ faith in Providence and each other help the cause for
Liberty!
Liberty: Don Troiani's Paintings of the Revolutionary War, catalog for the exhibit of Troiani's
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work at the Museum of the American Revolution, highlights pivotal events of America's fight for
independence. For the first time in a museum, this special exhibition brings together Troiani's
original Revolutionary War paintings and pairs them with artifacts from the Museum and private
collections.
Chronicles the history of America's pursuit of liberty, tracing the struggles among freed slaves,
union organizers, women rights advocates, and other groups to widen freedom's promise
Uncovers the role of African Americans in the Revolutionary War, revealing that one out of
every six soldiers was black, most served in integrated units, and many slaves ran away to join
British ranks in exchange for promised freedom.
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