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Last Centuries Of Byzantium
The late Byzantine period was a time characterized by both
civil strife and foreign invasion, framed by two cataclysmic
events: the fall of Constantinople to the western Europeans in
1204 and again to the Ottoman Turks in 1453. Mark C.
Bartusis here opens an extraordinary window on the
Byzantine Empire during its last centuries by providing the
first comprehensive treatment of the dying empire's military.
Although the Byzantine army was highly visible, it was
increasingly ineffective in preventing the incursion of western
European crusaders into the Aegean, the advance of the
Ottoman Turks into Europe, and the slow decline and
eventual fall of the thousand-year Byzantine Empire. Using all
the available Greek, western European, Slavic, and Turkish
sources, Bartusis describes the evolution of the army both as
an institution and as an instrument of imperial policy. He
considers the army's size, organization, administration, and
the varieties of soldiers, and he examines Byzantine
feudalism and the army's impact on society and the economy.
In its extensive use of soldier companies composed of foreign
mercenaries, the Byzantine army had many parallels with
those of western Europe; in the final analysis, Bartusis
contends, the death of Byzantium was attributable more to a
shrinking fiscal base than to any lack of creative military
thinking on the part of its leaders.
The Last Centuries of Byzantium, 1261-1453Cambridge
University Press
This is the first book entirely devoted to Byzantine science,
with essays by distinguished scholars offering the most
comprehensive and up-to-date history of the field currently
available, and aiming to position the field in broader scholarly
conversations.
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The church of Hagia Sophia in Trebizond, built by the
emperor Manuel I Grand Komnenos (1238-63) in the
aftermath of the fall of Constantinople to the Fourth Crusade,
is the finest surviving Byzantine imperial monument of its
period. Art and Identity in Thirteenth-Century Byzantium is the
first investigation of the church in more than thirty years, and
is extensively illustrated in colour and black-and-white, with
many images that have never previously been published.
Antony Eastmond examines the architectural, sculptural and
painted decorations of the church, placing them in the context
of contemporary developments elsewhere in the Byzantine
world, in Seljuq Anatolia and among the Caucasian
neighbours of Trebizond. Knowledge of this area has been
transformed in the last twenty years, following the collapse of
the Soviet Union. The new evidence that has emerged
enables a radically different interpretation of the church to be
reached, and raises questions of cultural interchange on the
borders of the Christian and Muslim worlds of eastern
Anatolia, the Caucasus and Persia. This study uses the
church and its decoration to examine questions of Byzantine
identity and imperial ideology in the thirteenth century. This is
central to any understanding of the period, as the fall of
Constantinople in 1204 divided the Byzantine empire and
forced the successor states in Nicaea, Epiros and Trebizond
to redefine their concepts of empire in exile. Art is here
exploited as significant historical evidence for the nature of
imperial power in a contested empire. It is suggested that
imperial identity was determined as much by craftsmen and
expectations of imperial power as by the emperor's decree;
and that this was a credible alternative Byzantine identity to
that developed in the empire of Nicaea.
The Invention of Byzantium in Early Modern Europe offers a
new approach to the history of Byzantine scholarship. By
tracing Byzantium's impact on everything from politics to
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painting, this book shows that the empire and its legacy
remained relevant to generations of Western writers, artists,
statesmen, and intellectuals.
The studies reprinted here deal with the Byzantine empire
between the 9th and 11th centuries, with a focus on the
period of the Macedonian dynasty, and include four translated
into English for this volume. They reflect both historical and
prosopographical concerns, but Professor Markopoulos's
principle interest is in the analysis of literary works and texts.
This he combines with the examination of the ideological
context of the period, as shaped in the reigns of Basil I and
Constantine VII Porphyrogennetos, and the investigation of
gender issues and other approaches. The close analysis of
the texts shows how, after the close of Iconoclasm, new
styles of writing and new attitudes towards the writing of
history emerged, for instance in the use of mythological
themes, which exemplify the changing intellectual concerns of
the time.
This revised and expanded edition of the widely-praised A
History of Byzantium covers the time of Constantine the Great
in AD 306 to the fall of Constantinople in 1453. Expands
treatment of the middle and later Byzantine periods,
incorporating new archaeological evidence Includes
additional maps and photographs, and a newly annotated,
updated bibliography Incorporates a new section on web
resources for Byzantium studies Demonstrates that
Byzantium was important in its own right but also served as a
bridge between East and West and ancient and modern
society Situates Byzantium in its broader historical context
with a new comparative timeline and textboxes
According to history books, the Roman Empire ended in 476
CE with the fall of Rome. But if you asked most people alive
at that time, they would have pointed you to what they
considered the continuation of the Roman Empire—the
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civilization we now call the Byzantine Empire. The
Byzantines, however, were more than just a remnant of
Roman glory. At its geographical peak, the Byzantine Empire
stretched out across the Mediterranean world. Culturally, the
Byzantines both preserved the knowledge of the classical
world, much of which was lost in the West, and added to it.
Inside you will read about... ? A Divided Empire ? The Fall of
the West ? Rising to Glory ? An Age of War ? The Destruction
of Icons ? The House of Macedon ? The Comnenian Revival
? The Final Decline And much more! Shaped by its classical
roots, its Christian religion, and the changing medieval world,
the story of the Byzantine Empire is one of both glorious
victories and terrible defeats, of a civilization that rose from
the brink of destruction again and again, and of the
development of a culture whose vestiges remain today.
Professor Kaegi studies the response of the eastern half of
the Roman Empire to the disintegration of western Rome,
usually dated from the sack of the city of Rome in A.D. 410.
Using sources from the fifth and sixth centuries, he shows
that the eastern empire had a clear awareness of, interest in,
and definite opinions on the disasters that befell Rome in the
west. Religious arguments, both Pagan and Christian, tended
to dominate the thinking of the intellectuals, but economic and
diplomatic activity also contributed to the reaction. This
reaction, the author finds, was in a distinctly eastern manner
and reflected quite naturally the special conditions prevailing
in the eastern provinces. Originally published in 1968. The
Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand
technology to again make available previously out-of-print
books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University
Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these
important books while presenting them in durable paperback
and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy
Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly
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heritage found in the thousands of books published by
Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
Volume 2 of the series. With 32 pages of illustrations, and 7
maps.
The acclaimed author of Byzantium and the Crusades “offers
a fresh take on this fabled but hidden civilization” across 11
centuries of history (Colin Wells, author of Sailing from
Byzantium). For more than a millennium, the Byzantine
Empire presided over the juncture between East and West,
as well as the transition from the classical to the modern
world. Rather than recounting the standard chronology of
emperors and battles, leading Byzantium scholar Jonathan
Harris focuses each chapter of this engaging history on a
succession of archetypal figures, families, places, and events.
Harris’s introduction presents a civilization rich in contrasts,
combining orthodox Christianity with paganism, and classical
Greek learning with Roman power. Though frequently
assailed by numerous armies, Byzantium survived by dint of
its unorthodox foreign policy. Over time, its sumptuous art
and architecture flourished, helping to establish a deep sense
of Byzantine identity in its people. Synthesizing a wealth of
sources to cover all major aspects of the empire’s social,
political, military, religious, cultural, and artistic history,
Harris’s study illuminates the heart of Byzantine civilization
and explores its remarkable and lasting influence on the
modern world.
This collection of studies introduces the study of logistics in
the late Roman and medieval world as an integral element in
the study of resource production, allocation and consumption,
and hence of the social and economic history of the societies
in question.
In this book, the distinguished writer Edward Luttwak presents
the grand strategy of the eastern Roman empire we know as
Byzantine, which lasted more than twice as long as the more
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familiar western Roman empire. The Grand Strategy of the
Byzantine Empire is a broad, interpretive account of
Byzantine strategy, intelligence, and diplomacy over the
course of eight centuries that will appeal to scholars,
classicists, military history buffs, and professional soldiers.
Using new methodological and theoretical approaches, A
Companionto Byzantium presents an overview of the
Byzantine world fromits inception in 330 A.D. to its fall to the
Ottoman Turks in 1453. Provides an accessible overview of
eleven centuries ofByzantine society Introduces the most
recent scholarship that is transforming thefield of Byzantine
studies Emphasizes Byzantium's social and cultural history,
as well asits material culture Explores traditional topics and
themes through freshperspectives
Was there ever such a thing as Byzantium? Certainly no
emperor ever called himself Byzantine. While the identities of
eastern minorities were clear, that of the ruling majority
remains obscured behind a name made up by later
generations. Anthony Kaldellis says it is time for the
Romanness of these so-called Byzantines to be taken
seriously.
Was the first biography in English of the Byzantine emperor
and monk, John Cantacuzene.
A student and general reader guide to the middle period, or
the most imperial era, of Byzantium's history. Jenkins strives
to provide a connected account of what actually went on in
the East Roman Empire.
The fall of the Byzantine capital of Constantinople to the Latin
West in 1204 during the Fourth Crusade abruptly interrupted
nearly nine hundred years of artistic and cultural traditions. In
1261, however, the Byzantine general Michael VIII
Palaiologos triumphantly re-entered Constantinople and
reclaimed the seat of the empire, initiating a resurgence of art
and culture that would continue for nearly three hundred
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years, not only in the waning empire itself but also among
rival Eastern Christian nations eager to assume its legacy.
Byzantium: Faith and Power (1261–1557), and the
groundbreaking exhibition that it accompanies, explores the
artistic and cultural flowering of the last centuries of the
"Empire of the Romans" and its enduring heritage. Conceived
as the third of a trio of exhibitions dedicated to a fuller
understanding of the art of the Byzantine Empire, whose
influence spanned more than a millennium, "Byzantium: Faith
and Power (1261–1557)" follows the 1997 landmark
presentation of "The Glory of Byzantium," which focused on
the art and culture of the Middle Byzantine era—the Second
Golden Age of the Byzantine Empire (843–1261). In the late
1970s, "The Age of Spirituality" explored the early centuries
of Byzantium's history. The present concluding segment
explores the exceptional artistic accomplishments of an era
too often considered in terms of political decline. Magnificent
works—from splendid frescoes, textiles, gilded metalwork, and
mosaics to elaborately decorated manuscripts and liturgical
objects—testify to the artistic and intellectual vigor of the Late
and Post-Byzantine era. In addition, forty magnificent icons
from the Holy Monastery of Saint Catherine, Sinai, Egypt, join
others from leading international institutions in a splendid
gathering of these powerful religious images. While the
political strength of the empire weakened, the creativity and
learning of Byzantium spread father than ever before. The
exceptional works of secular and religious art produced by
Late Byzantine artists were emulated and transformed by
other Eastern Christian centers of power, among them
Russia, Serbia, Bulgaria, and Cilician Armenia. The Islamic
world adapted motifs drawn from Byzantium's imperial past,
as Christian minorities in the Muslin East continued Byzantine
customs. From Italy to the Lowlands, Byzantium's artistic and
intellectual practices deeply influenced the development of
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the Renaissance, while, in turn, Byzantium's own traditions
reflected the empire's connections with the Latin West. Fine
examples of these interrelationships are illustrated by
important panel paintings, ceramics, and illuminated
manuscripts, among other objects. In 1557 the "Empire of the
Romans," as its citizens knew it, which had fallen to the
Ottoman Turks in 1453, was renamed Byzantium by the
German scholar Hieronymus Wolf. The cultural and historical
interaction and mutual influence of these major cultures—the
Latin West and the Christian and Islamic East—during this
fascinating period are investigated in this publication by a
renowned group of international scholars in seventeen major
essays and catalogue discussions of more than 350 exhibited
objects.
This book examines Byzantine political attitudes towards the
Ottomans and western Europeans during the critical last
century of Byzantium. It explores the political orientations of
aristocrats, merchants, the urban populace, peasants, and
members of ecclesiastical and monastic circles in three major
areas of the Byzantine Empire in their social and economic
context.
What kind of lives did women in the Byzantine empire lead?
Just how subservient were they in so male-dominated a
society? In this collection of biographies Donald M. Nicol
uncovers the unexpected fact that in the later years of the
empire, at least, some aristocratic women enjoyed influence
and exercised initiative. The ten ladies whose lives are
described here did not complain of male oppression: instead,
despite the conventions of caste and court, they found an
outlet for their talents in religion, patronage, friendship and
scholarship. They left a lasting influence on the society in
which they lived. The story of their achievements offers new
perspectives on the Byzantine empire, and a fascinating
insight into the lives of women in past times.
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Angeliki Laiou (1941-2008), one of the leading Byzantinists of
her generation, broke new ground in the study of the social
and economic history of the Byzantine Empire. Byzantium
and the Other: Relations and Exchanges, the second of three
volumes to be published posthumously in the Variorum
Collected Studies Series, brings together fourteen articles
published between 1982 and 2012 that reflect her enduring
interest in Byzantium's political, ideological, and commercial
relations with its neighbours. The first three articles examine
Byzantine attitudes and institutional responses to foreigners
and strangers within the empire, while the next four concern
Byzantium's response to the Crusades and, more generally,
to questions of justice in the spheres of conflict and
colonisation. The final seven articles investigate Byzantium's
political and commercial relations with other regional and
Mediterranean powers; particular emphasis is placed on
Venice and Genoa, whose increasing involvement in the
Byzantine economy so marked the final centuries of the
empire's existence.
This text is a historical account of the political, diplomatic,
ecclesiastical, economic and cultural relations between the
Byzantine Empire and the peoples of Eastern Europe. It
shows that these nations came to share a common cultural
tradition.
Byzantium, that dark sphere on the periphery of medieval
Europe, is commonly regarded as the immutable residue of
Rome's decline. In this highly original and provocative work,
Alexander Kazhdan and Ann Wharton Epstein revise this
traditional image by documenting the dynamic social changes
that occurred during the eleventh and twelfth centuries.
9th-century Byzantium has always been viewed as a midpoint between Iconoclasm and the so-called Macedonian
revival; in scholarly terms it is often treated as a ’dead’
century. The object of these papers is to question such an
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assumption. They present a picture of political and military
developments, legal and literary innovations, artisanal
production, and religious and liturgical changes from the
Anatolian plateau to the Greek-speaking areas of Italy that
are only now gradually emerging as distinct. Investigation of
how the 9th-century Byzantine world was perceived by
outsiders also reveals much about Byzantine success and
failure in promoting particular views of itself. The chapters
here, by an international group of scholars, embody current
research in this field; they recover many lost aspects of 9thcentury Byzantium and shed new light on the Mediterranean
world in a transitional century. The papers in this volume
derive from the 30th Spring Symposium of Byzantine Studies,
held for the Society for the Promotion of Byzantine Studies at
the University of Birmingham in March 1996.

The Byzantines lived in a theocratic society. They were
less ready than their western contemporaries to draw the
line between things spiritual and things temporal,
between Church and state. This book explores some of
the characteristics of that society in the age of its decline
and fall between the thirteenth and the fifteenth
centuries. Though irremediably shattered by the effects
of the Fourth Crusade in 1204, the Byzantine Empire
found the will to reassert itself and to endure for another
250 years. Material recovery was hardly possible, but
there was a remarkable reawakening of scholarship and
of the spiritual life. The world's debt to some of the late
Byzantine scholars is known to classicists and to
students of the Italian Renaissance. The contribution of
the latter-day saints of Byzantium, the hesychasts and
scholars of the spirit, has been less publicized.
'At last, hurray, the final volume of John Julius Norwich's
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magnificent history of Byzantium, which is as
spellbinding as its two predecessors' - Joanna Trollope,
Pick of the Year in the Sunday Times. From the
accession of Alexis in 1081, through the disastrous
Fourth Crusade - when an army destined for the Holy
Land was diverted to Constantinople by the blind,
octogenarian but infinitely crafty Doge of Venice - to the
painfully protracted struggle against the Ottomans, the
closing centuries of the Byzantine era are rich in pathos,
colour and startling reversals of fortune. The terrible
siege of 1453 ended the empire, founded in the year
330, which Lord Norwich has devoted many years to
recreating; this volume forms the climax to an epic
sequence of books. He tells this dark, intricate and tragic
story in a fluent and accessible way. His Byzantine
trilogy is a superb achievement, rescuing the Eastern
Empire from the contempt of Edward Gibbon and other
historians.
Provides a new angle on the Crusades – from the
viewpoint of the Byzantine Empire. An exciting narrative
describing the fall of Byzantium in the eleventh century,
the origins of modern Turkey, and the epic campaign of
the First Crusade. Will appeal to anyone interested in
history, military history or medieval history.
War in Eleventh-Century Byzantium presents new
insights and critical approaches to warfare between the
Byzantine Empire and its neighbours during the eleventh
century. Modern historians have identified the eleventh
century as a landmark era in Byzantine history. This was
a period of invasions, political tumult, financial crisis and
social disruption, but it was also a time of cultural and
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intellectual innovation and achievement. Despite this, the
subject of warfare during this period remains
underexplored. Addressing an important gap in the
historiography of Byzantium, the volume argues that the
eleventh century was a period of important geo-political
change, when the Byzantine Empire was attacked on all
sides, and its frontiers were breached. This book is
valuable reading for scholars and students interested in
Byzantium history and military history.
Constantine the Great moved the seat of Roman power
to Constantinople in AD 330 and for eleven brutal,
bloody centuries, the Byzantine Empire became a
beacon of grand magnificence and depraved decadence
. . . Here then are the centuries dominated by ferocious
arguments over the nature of Christ and his Church. By
knowledge, where scholars and scribes preserved the
heritage of the ancient world. By emperors like Justinian
the Great and Basil the Bulgar-Slayer - men pious,
heroic or monstrous. By creativity, as art and architecture
soared to new heights. In this abridgement of his
celebrated trilogy, John Julius Norwich provides the
definitive introduction to the savage, scintillating world of
Byzantium. 'Norwich tells a remarkable story with
boundless zest. He offers character sketches of the
appalling personages who infest his narrative . . . with
the assurance of a Macauley or a Gibbon.' Daily
Telegraph 'As we pass among the spectacularly varied
scenes of war, intrigue, theological debate, marital
kerfuffle, sacrifice, revenge, blazing ambition and lordly
pride, our guide calms our passions with an infinity of
curious asides and grace notes.' Jan Morris,
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Independent 'Norwich has the gift of historical
perspective, as well as clarity and wit. Few can tell a
good story better than he.' Spectator
A history of the most powerful nation in Europe for over
1000 years during the Dark and Middle Ages recaps its
intrigue, madmen, conquests, religious schism, and
eventual decline, and profiles the major personalities.
This book explores some of the characteristics of
Byzantine society in the age of its decline and fall.
Between AD 285, when Byzantium first separated from
the Western Roman Empire, and 1461, when the last
Byzantine splinter state disappeared, the Byzantine state
and society underwent many crises, triumphs, declines
and recoveries. Spanning twelve centuries and three
continents, the Byzantine empire linked the ancient and
modern worlds, shaping and transmitting Greek, Roman
and Christian traditions - including the Greek classics,
Roman law and Christian theology - that remain vigorous
today, not only in Eastern Europe and the Middle East,
but through western civilisation. This book examines the
causes behind Byzantium's successes, failures and
remarkable longevity. The author shows how Byzantine
political leadership, military strategy, cultural attitudes
and social, institutional and demographic changes
combined with the strengths and weaknesses of the
empire's enemies to explain the paradoxes of
Byzantium's long history.
The Eastern Roman or 'Byzantine' Empire had to fight for
survival throughout its long history so military ability was
a prime requisite for a successful Emperor. John Carr
concentrates on the personal and military histories of the
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more capable war fighters to occupy the imperial throne
at Constantinople. They include men like it's founder
Constantine I , Julian, Theodosius, Justinian, Heraclius,
Leo I, Leo III, Basil I, Basil II (the Bulgar-slayer),
Romanus IV Diogenes, Isaac Angelus, and Constantine
XI. ??Byzantium's emperors, and the military
establishment they created and maintained, can be
credited with preserving Rome's cultural legacy and,
from the seventh century, forming a bulwark of
Christendom against aggressive Islamic expansion. For
this the empire's military organization had to be of a high
order, a continuation of Roman discipline and skill
adapted to new methods of warfare. Thus was the
Empire, under the leadership of its fighting emperors,
able to endure for almost a thousand years after the fall
of Rome.
"Originally published in hardcover in the United States by
Crown Publishers in 2009"--T.p. verso.
The first biography of the last Byzantine Emperor.
This is the first comprehensive and up-to-date history of
Byzantium to appear in almost sixty years, and the first
ever to cover both the Byzantine state and Byzantine
society. It begins in A.D. 285, when the emperor
Diocletian separated what became Byzantium from the
western Roman Empire, and ends in 1461, when the last
Byzantine outposts fell to the Ottoman Turks. Spanning
twelve centuries and three continents, the Byzantine
Empire linked the ancient and modern worlds, shaping
and transmitting Greek, Roman, and Christian
traditions—including the Greek classics, Roman law, and
Christian theology—that remain vigorous today, not only
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in Eastern Europe and the Middle East but throughout
Western civilization. Though in its politics Byzantium
often resembled a third-world dictatorship, it has never
yet been matched in maintaining a single state for so
long, over a wide area inhabited by heterogeneous
peoples. Drawing on a wealth of original sources and
modern works, the author treats political and social
developments as a single vivid story, told partly in
detailed narrative and partly in essays that clarify longterm changes. He avoids stereotypes and rejects such
old and new historical orthodoxies as the persistent
weakness of the Byzantine economy and the pervasive
importance of holy men in Late Antiquity. Without
neglecting underlying social, cultural, and economic
trends, the author shows the often crucial impact of
nearly a hundred Byzantine emperors and empresses.
What the emperor or empress did, or did not do, could
rapidly confront ordinary Byzantines with economic ruin,
new religious doctrines, or conquest by a foreign power.
Much attention is paid to the complex life of the court and
bureaucracy that has given us the adjective "byzantine."
The major personalities include such famous names as
Constantine, Justinian, Theodora, and Heraclius, along
with lesser-known figures like Constans II, Irene, Basil II
the Bulgar-Slayer, and Michael VIII Palaeologus.
Byzantine civilization emerges as durable, creative, and
realistic, overcoming repeated setbacks to remain
prosperous almost to the end. With 221 illustrations and
18 maps that complement the text, A History of the
Byzantine State and Society should long remain the
standard history of Byzantium not just for students and
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scholars but for all readers.
A documented narrative history of the Byzantine Empire
from 1261 until its fall in 1453.
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