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The book provides an introduction to an interdisciplinary
field of inquiry that can be called "global linguistics" (GL).
GL emerges to tackle the ever-growing phenomenon of
intercultural communication (IC) in today's world of
international contacts. The specific aim of GL is to look at
the form and contents of dialogues among speakers of
different cultural backgrounds who will use a "default
language" or koiné (usually English) to interact, in order
to detect communication breakdowns at various levels of
"depth", as well as the opportunities for developing
sound intercultural communication practice. The book
includes an accessible presentation of fundamental
questions concerning languages and language use.
Among the questions addressed are the universal design
features of languages, the connection between language
and conceptual systems, how people use language to
coordinate their actions and interact in a variety of social
contexts, and the place of language in a semiotic view of
culture. The volume also addresses how language,
context and culture shape the way in which we argue a
point and try to persuade other people, and why
intercultural argumentation is both necessary and risky.
--Publisher description.
This highly engaging textbook presents a linguistic view
of the history, society, and culture of the United States. It
discusses the many languages and forms of language
that have been used in the US – including standard and
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nonstandard forms of English, creoles, Native American
languages, and immigrant languages from across the
globe – and shows how this distribution and diversity of
languages has helped shape and define America as well
as an American identity. The volume introduces the
basic concepts of sociolinguistics and the politics of
language through cohesive, up-to-date and accessible
coverage of such key topics as dialectal development
and the role of English as the majority language,
controversies concerning language use in society,
languages other than English used in the US, and the
policies that have directly or indirectly influenced
language use. These topics are presented in such a way
that students can examine the inherent diversity of the
communicative systems used in the United States as
both a form of cultural enrichment and as the basis for
socio-political conflict. The author team outlines the
different viewpoints on contemporary issues surrounding
language in the US and contextualizes these issues
within linguistic facts, to help students think critically and
formulate logical discussions. To provide opportunities
for further examination and debate, chapters are
organized around key misconceptions or questions ("I
don't have an accent" or "Immigrants don't want to learn
English"), bringing them to the forefront for readers to
address directly. Language and Linguistic Diversity in the
US is a fresh and unique take on a widely taught topic. It
is ideal for students from a variety of disciplines or with
no prior knowledge of the field, and a useful text for
introductory courses on language in the US, American
English, language variation, language ideology, and
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sociolinguistics.
'Christopher Hall's book is the best new introduction to
linguistics that I have seen in decades. It is engagingly
written without talking down to the reader and it covers
all the subparts of the field in a comprehensive and evenhanded manner. I plan to use it the next time that I teach
an introductory course at Washington.' Professor
Frederick J. Newmeyer, University of Washington 'With
apt examples from novels and newspapers, courtroom
trials and telephone conversations, the lowly and the
mighty, his book repeatedly startles as it casts light on
language. This is a bright, humorous, and completely
accessible tour of 21st-century linguistics.' Professor
Edward Finegan, University of Southern California This
book introduces the fundamentals of human language
from a linguistic point of view, using examples drawn
from everyday life to aid comprehension, and
encouraging critical thinking throughout. Besides
presenting the fundamental building blocks of language
and explaining how these function, the book also
introduces other key elements of the discipline of
linguistics, including language acquisition, applied
linguistics, psycholinguistics and discourse analysis.
Packed full of examples, this is the ideal introduction to
language for those who are interested in studying
linguistics, have already started a course, or just want to
study at home.
Romani is a language of Indo-Aryan origin which is
spoken in Europe by the people known as 'Gypsies' (who
usually refer to themselves as Rom). There are upwards
of 3.5 million speakers, and their language has attracted
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increasing interest both from scholars and from policymakers in governments and other organizations during
the past ten years. This 2002 book is the first
comprehensive overview in English of Romani. It
provides a historical linguistic introduction to the
structures of Romani and its dialects, as well as
surveying the phonology, morphology, syntactic typology
and patterns of grammatical borrowing in the language.
This book provides an essential reference for anyone
interested in this fascinating language.
This introductory textbook provides readers with a
foundation in methods for analysing and understanding
language from various theoretical perspectives within
linguistics and language studies. Its novel approach
introduces systemic functional linguistics, text and
discourse analysis, and formal approaches to linguistics.
It demonstrates applications of these approaches to
reveal how we use language in society, how our brains
process language, and how we learn language. Topics
include phonetics, phonology, conversation analysis,
morphology, semantics, functional and formal syntax,
text linguistics, genre analysis, evaluative lexis in text,
multimodal representations of meaning, language
change and variation, animals and language, the brain
and language, and first and second language
development/acquisition. The main language focused on
is English, while other languages are also drawn on to
illustrate the principles, models and theories. Learning
outcomes, exercises (with answer key), ideas for project
work, and questions for reflection are provided
throughout. A final chapter gathers explanations of
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various fields of practice within linguistics, written by
linguists from around the world, including David Crystal
(Clinical Linguistics), Frances Christie (Educational
Linguistics), and Malcolm Coulthard (Forensic
Linguistics). An Introduction to Linguistics and Language
Studies offers an array of analytical tools for
undergraduate students of language, communication,
and education, and provides an overview of the field for
those interested in further study in linguistics and applied
language studies. Readers will come away with a
heightened sensitivity to and appreciation of their own
and other's use of language for creating meaning and for
interaction.
This accessible, hands-on text not only introduces
students to the important topicsin historical linguistics but
also shows them how to apply the methods described
and how to thinkabout the issues; abundant examples
and exercises allow students to focus on how to do
historicallinguistics. Distinctive to this text is its
integration of the standard topics with others
nowconsidered important to the field, including syntactic
change, grammaticalization, sociolinguisticcontributions
to linguistic change, distant genetic relationships, areal
linguistics, and linguisticprehistory. Examples are taken
from a broad range of languages; those from the more
familiarEnglish, French, German, and Spanish make the
topics more accessible, while those fromnon-IndoEuropean languages show the depth and range of the
concepts they illustrate.This secondedition features
expanded explanations and examples as well as updates
in light of recent work inlinguistics, including a defense of
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the family tree model, a response to recent claims on
lexicaldiffusion/frequency, and a section on why
languages diversify and spread.
The second edition of this highly successful textbook
offering a unified approach to language from a range of
perspectives.
The fully updated second edition of this critical work
includes a new introduction, a wide range of new entries
and added specialised further reading for lecturers and
more advanced students.

Provides a linguistic foundation for students of all
majors Assisted by numerous pedagogical aids, A
Concise Introduction to Linguistics, 4/e explains all
concepts in a systematic way making complex
linguistic topics as easy to learn as possible. This
introductory title covers the core topics of linguistics,
providing the information and concepts that will allow
students to understand more detailed and advanced
treatments of linguistics. This student-friendly and
well-balanced overview of the field of introductory
linguistics pays special attention to linguistic
anthropology and reveals the main contributions of
linguistics to the study of human communication and
how issues of culture are relevant. Its workbook
format contains well-constructed exercises in every
chapter that allow students to practice key concepts.
What is the nature of human language? How did it
originate? How did it come to be so diverse and what
are the connections between the thousands of global
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languages? How do we learn language? Stories of
Linguistics explores the people, ideas and events
that have shaped linguistic thought and research for
more than two thousand years.
Overview of the interface of language and the law,
illustrated with authentic data and contemporary
case studies. Topics include collection of evidence,
discourse, courtroom interaction, legal language,
comprehension and forensic phonetics.
Learning About Language is an exciting and
ambitious series of introductions to fundamental
topics in language, linguistics and related areas. The
books are designed for students of linguistics and
those who are studying language as part of a wider
course. Cognitive Linguistics explores the idea that
language reflects our experience of the world. It
shows that our ability to use language is closely
related to other cognitive abilities such as
categorization, perception, memory and attention
allocation. Concepts and mental images expressed
and evoked by linguistic means are linked by
conceptual metaphors and metonymies and merged
into more comprehensive cognitive and cultural
models, frames or scenarios. It is only against this
background that human communication makes
sense. After 25 years of intensive research, cognitivelinguistic thinking now holds a firm place both in the
wider linguistic and the cognitive-science
communities. An Introduction to Cognitive Linguistics
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carefully explains the central concepts of
categorizaÂtion, of prototype and gestalt perception,
of basic level and conceptual hierarchies, of figure
and ground, and of metaphor and metonymy, for
which an innovative description is provided. It also
brings together issues such as iconicity, lexical
change, grammaticalization and language teaching
that have profited considerably from being put on a
cognitive basis. The second edition of this popular
introduction provides a comprehensive and
accessible up-to-date overview of Cognitive
Linguistics: Clarifies the basic notions supported by
new evidence and examples for their application in
language learning Discusses major recent
developments in the field: the increasing attention
paid to metonymies, Construction Grammar,
Conceptual Blending and its role in onlineprocessing. Explores links with neighbouring fields
like Relevance Theory Uses many diagrams and
illustrations to make the theoretical argument more
tangible Includes extended exercises Provides
substantial updated suggestions for further reading.
This is an introduction to linguistics, the study of
human language. The author provides a succinct but
lucid outline of the ways in which language has been
defined, described, and explored, and guides
readers towards further exploration of their own.
The latest edition of a popular introductory text,
including a section on computational linguistics, new
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non-English examples, quizzes for each chapter,
and additional special topics. With this edition,
Linguistics and content formerly included in A
Linguistics Workbook are available as an interactive
online textbook. Access codes are required for the
interactive eTextbook. New print copies of this book
include a card affixed to the inside back cover with a
unique access code. If you purchased a used copy
of this book, this is a separately purchased printed
access card.
Language is a sophisticated tool which we use to
communicate in a multitude of ways. Updated and
expanded in its second edition, this book introduces
language and linguistics - presenting language in all
its amazing complexity while systematically guiding
you through the basics. The reader will emerge with
an appreciation of the diversity of the world's
languages, as well as a deeper understanding of the
structure of human language, the ways it is used,
and its broader social and cultural context. Part I is
devoted to the nuts and bolts of language study speech sounds, sound patterns, sentence structure,
and meaning - and includes chapters dedicated to
the functional aspects of language: discourse,
prosody, pragmatics, and language contact. The
fourteen language profiles included in Part II reveal
the world's linguistic variety while expanding on the
similarities and differences between languages.
Using knowledge gained from Part I, the reader can
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explore how language functions when speakers use
it in daily interaction. With a step-by-step approach
that is reinforced with well-chosen illustrations, case
studies, and study questions, readers will gain
understanding and analytical skills that will only
enrich their ongoing study of language and
linguistics.
Linguistics: An Introduction to Linguistic Theory is a
textbook, written for introductory courses in linguistic
theory for undergraduate linguistics majors and firstyear graduate students, by twelve major figures in
the field, each bringing their expertise to one of the
core areas of the field - morphology, syntax,
semantics, phonetics, phonology, and language
acquisition. In each section the book is concerned
with discussing the underlying principles common to
all languages, showing how these are revealed in
language acquisition and in the specific grammars of
the world's languages.
A 1981 introduction to linguistics and the study of
language, for beginning students and readers with
no previous knowledge or training in the subject.
This undergraduate textbook introduces English
literature students to the application of linguistics to
literary analysis.
The latest edition of a popular introductory linguistics
text, now including a section on computational
linguistics, new non-English examples, quizzes for
each chapter, and additional special topics. This
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popular introductory linguistics text is unique for its
integration of themes. Rather than treat morphology,
phonetics, phonology, syntax, and semantics as
completely separate fields, the book shows how they
interact. The authors provide a sound introduction to
linguistic methodology, focusing on a set of linguistic
concepts that are among the most fundamental
within the field. By studying the topics in detail,
students can get a feeling for how work in different
areas of linguistics is done. As in the last edition,
part I covers the structural and interpretive parts of
language—morphology, phonetics, phonology,
syntax, semantics, variation, and change. Part II
covers use and context of language and includes
chapters on pragmatics, psychology of language,
language acquisition, and language and the brain.
This seventh edition has been extensively revised
and updated; new material includes a chapter on
computational linguistics (available in digital form
and updated regularly to reflect the latest research in
a rapidly developing field), more non-English
examples, and a wide range of exercises, quizzes,
and special topics. The seventh edition of Linguistics
includes access to a new, web-based eCourse and
enhanced eTextbook. The content from the former
print supplement A Linguistics Workbook is now
available in this online eCourse as interactive
exercises. The eCourse is available via the Rent
eTextbook link at http://mitpress.mit.edu/linguistics7,
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and may be used on its own for self-study or
integrated with instructor-led learning management
systems. The eCourse is a comprehensive, webbased eLearning solution. There is nothing to
download or install; it is accessible through any
modern web browser and most mobile devices. It
features a singular new tool for building syntax trees,
an IPA keyboard, a combination of auto-graded and
essay questions, and classroom management tools.
The enhanced eTextbook includes videos and
flashcards and allows bookmarking, note-taking,
highlighting, and annotation sharing. Access to the
eCourse is free with the purchase of a new textbook
or e-book. New print copies of this book include a
card affixed to the inside back cover with a unique
access code for the eTextbook. If you purchased an
e-book, you may obtain a unique access code by
emailing digitalproducts-cs@mit.edu or calling
617-253-2889 or 800-207-8354 (toll-free in the U.S.
and Canada). If you have a used copy of this book,
you may purchase a digitally delivered access code
separately via the Rent eTextbook link at
http://mitpress.mit.edu/linguistics7.
LINGUISTICS FOR EVERYONE: AN
INTRODUCTION, Second Edition, will capture the
interest of all students, regardless of major, and offer
them a thorough, engaging introduction to the
science of language. To achieve this goal, the
authors devised a unique arrangement of chapters
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that distinguishes this book from conventional
introductory linguistics textbooks. Without sacrificing
rigor, the authors focus on larger themes rather than
on technical details or formal analysis. The book
opens with a strong introductory chapter addressing
basics such as how to define language, prescriptive
versus descriptive grammar, differences between the
human language system and other animal
communication systems, and so on. The second
chapter, devoted to language, mind, and brain,
addresses both psycholinguistic and neurolinguistic
evidence for humans' innate capacity for language.
To address core linguistics areas in depth, there are
two chapters each on phonetics and phonology,
morphology, syntax, and semantics. Throughout the
text, special features relate the study of linguistics to
the language we use in the real world and every
chapter includes innovative and varied activities that
review and practice the content and offer your
students many opportunities to apply the knowledge
in their own lives. Important Notice: Media content
referenced within the product description or the
product text may not be available in the ebook
version.
The use of large, computerized bodies of text for
linguistic analysis and description has emerged in
recent years as one of the most significant and
rapidly-developing fields of activity in the study of
language. This book provides a comprehensive
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introduction and guide to Corpus Linguistics. All
aspects of the field are explored, from the various
types of electronic corpora that are available to
instructions on how to design and compile a corpus.
Graeme Kennedy surveys the development of
corpora for use in linguistic research, looking back to
the pre-electronic age as well as to the massive
growth of computer corpora in the electronic age.
I-Language introduces the uninitiated to linguistics
as cognitive science. In an engaging, down-to-earth
style Daniela Isac and Charles Reiss give a crystalclear demonstration of the application of the
scientific method in linguistic theory. Their
presentation of the research programme inspired
and led by Noam Chomsky shows how the focus of
theory and research in linguistics shifted from
treating language as a disembodied, human-external
entity to cognitive biolinguistics - the study of
language as a human cognitive system embedded
within the mind/brain of each individual. The
recurring theme of equivalence classes in linguistic
computation ties together the presentation of
material from phonology, morphology, syntax, and
semantics. The same theme is used to help students
understand the place of linguistics in the broader
context of the cognitive sciences, by drawing on
examples from vision, audition, and even animal
cognition. This textbook is unique in its integration of
empirical issues of linguistic analysis, engagement
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with philosophical questions that arise in the study of
language, and treatment of the history of the field.
Topics ranging from allophony to reduplication,
ergativity, and negative polarity are invoked to show
the implications of findings in cognitive biolinguistics
for philosophical issues like reference, the mindbody problem, and nature-nurture debates. This
textbook contains numerous exercises and guides
for further reading as well as ideas for student
projects. A companion website with guidance for
instructors and answers to the exercises features a
series of pdf slide presentations to accompany the
teaching of each topic.
Language Files: Materials for an Introduction to
Language and Linguistics has become one of the
most widely adopted, consulted, and authoritative
introductory textbooks to linguistics ever written. The
scope of the text makes it suitable for use in a wide
range of courses, while its unique organization into
student-friendly, self-contained sections allows for
tremendous flexibility in course design. The twelfth
edition has been significantly revised, clarified, and
updated throughout--with particular attention to the
chapters on phonetics, phonology, pragmatics, and
especially psycholinguistics. The restructured
chapter on psycholinguistics makes use of recent
research on language in the brain and includes
expanded coverage of language processing
disorders, introducing students to current models of
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speech perception and production and cutting-edge
research techniques. In addition, exercises have
been updated, and icons have been added to the
text margins throughout the book, pointing
instructors and students to useful and engaging
audio files, videos, and other online resources on the
accompanying Language Files website, which has
also been significantly expanded.
This volume shows how the language system works
in order to cultivate a correct attitude towards
language, and to familiarize readers with the science
of linguistics and issues related to it. All linguistic
phenomena discussed here are accompanied by
examples to allow the reader to understand how they
are embedded in real linguistic contexts. The book
discusses linguistic issues scientifically by
considering findings from research studies.
An Introduction to Applied Linguistics, Second Edition
provides a complete, authoritative and up-to-date overview of
the state of the field. Each of the 15 chapters offers an
extended survey of a central element of Applied Linguistics
and is co-authored by two leading international specialists,
thus ensuring a full and balanced treatment of the topic
covered. The book is divided into three sections: a description
of language and language use; essential areas of enquiry;
and the four skills and testing. An Introductory chapter
familiarises readers with key issues and recurrent themes
whilst hands-on activities and further reading sections for
each chapter encourage practical analysis and wider reading.
For this new edition, each chapter has been fully revised in
line with new research and thinking in Applied Linguistics.
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With its accessible style, broad coverage and practical focus,
this book is ideal for students of applied linguistics, TESOL,
and second language pedagogy as well as practicing
teachers and researchers wishing to update their knowledge.
This is the first book of its kind to provide a practical and
student-friendly guide to corpus linguistics that explains the
nature of electronic data and how it can be collected and
analyzed. Designed to equip readers with the technical skills
necessary to analyze and interpret language data, both
written and (orthographically) transcribed Introduces a
number of easy-to-use, yet powerful, free analysis resources
consisting of standalone programs and web interfaces for use
with Windows, Mac OS X, and Linux Each section includes
practical exercises, a list of sources and further reading, and
illustrated step-by-step introductions to analysis tools
Requires only a basic knowledge of computer concepts in
order to develop the specific linguistic analysis skills required
for understanding/analyzing corpus data
Statistics for Linguists: An Introduction Using R is the first
statistics textbook on linear models for linguistics. The book
covers simple uses of linear models through generalized
models to more advanced approaches, maintaining its focus
on conceptual issues and avoiding excessive mathematical
details. It contains many applied examples using the R
statistical programming environment. Written in an accessible
tone and style, this text is the ideal main resource for
graduate and advanced undergraduate students of
Linguistics statistics courses as well as those in other fields,
including Psychology, Cognitive Science, and Data Science.
How different are sign languages across the world? Are
individual signs and signed sentences constructed in the
same way across these languages? What are the rules for
having a conversation in a sign language? How do children
and adults learn a sign language? How are sign languages
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processed in the brain? These questions and many more are
addressed in this introductory book on sign linguistics using
examples from more than thirty different sign languages.
Comparisons are also made with spoken languages. This
book can be used as a self-study book or as a text book for
students of sign linguistics. Each chapter concludes with a
summary, some test-yourself questions and assignments, as
well as a list of recommended texts for further reading. The
book is accompanied by a website containing assignments,
video clips and links to web resources.
Since its inception, Language Files has become one of the
most widely adopted, consulted, and authoritative
introductory textbooks to linguistics ever written. The scope of
the text makes it suitable for use in a wide range of courses,
while its unique organization into student-friendly, selfcontained sections allows for tremendous flexibility in course
design. The eleventh edition has been revised, clarified, and
updated in many places. Additional readings have been
added to all sections, and the number of cross-references
between chapters has been increased. In many areas
throughout the text and exercises, there are references to
websites and online resources. In addition, the accompanying
Language Files webpage has links to all these sites as well
as to many other websites related to language and linguistics
that instructors and students may find interesting. --Publisher
description.
Assuming no prior knowledge of linguistics, AN
INTRODUCTION TO LANGUAGE, Tenth Edition, is
appropriate for a variety of fields--including education,
languages, psychology, cognitive science, anthropology,
English, and teaching English as a Second Language
(TESL)--at both the undergraduate and graduate levels. This
completely updated edition retains the clear descriptions,
humor, and seamless pedagogy that have made the book a
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perennial best-seller, while adding new information and
exercises that render each topic fresh, engaging, and current.
Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product
description or the product text may not be available in the
ebook version.
Chinese is spoken by more people than any other language
in the world, and has a rich social, cultural and historical
background. This book is a comprehensive guide to the
linguistic structure of Chinese, providing an accessible
introduction to each of the key areas. It describes the
fundamentals of its writing system, its pronunciation and tonal
sound system, its morphology (how words are structured),
and its syntax (how sentences are formed) - as well as its
historical development, and the diverse ways in which it
interacts with other languages. Setting the discussion of all
aspects of Chinese firmly within the context of the language
in use, Chinese: A Linguistic Introduction will be of great
benefit to learners wishing to extend their knowledge and
competence in the language, and their teachers. It will also
be a useful starting point for students of linguistics beginning
work on the structure of this major world language.
Language and LinguisticsCambridge University Press

Now in its third edition, John Olsson's practical
introduction to forensic linguistics is required reading
for students of language and the law. This third
edition has been revised, expanded and updated
throughout, and includes new chapters on identifying
forensic texts and important interactional aspects of
the language used in legal contexts. There is also a
substantial chapter on forensic phonetics by Harry
Hollien, a world renowned forensic phonetician. The
book includes an appendix of forensic texts for
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student study, and even more exercises and
suggestions for further reading. This practical
introduction to forensic linguistics is based on
Olsson's extensive experience as a practising
forensic linguist and as lecturer on dozens of
courses worldwide. Olsson's work has been
successfully combined with Luchjenbroers' research
into the language used to and by criminals,
witnesses and legal professionals, to become
essential reading for students, and researchers
encountering this branch of applied linguistics for the
first time.
For the Love of Language: An Introduction to
Linguistics is an engaging introduction to human
language and the role of linguistics in understanding
its fundamental design, acquisition and functions.
Replete with case studies and examples from
Australia, New Zealand and around the world, this
text offers a thorough introduction to core topics,
including the structure and meaning of words, the
systems that organise language, strategies for
learning about language, the evolution of language
and the function of language as a complex social
resource. The second edition includes extensive new
content across the entire text, including the areas of
orthography, syntax, corpus linguistics, language
acquisition and multilingualism. Each topic is
accompanied by a wide array of pedagogical
resources designed to consolidate student
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understanding, including examples and exercises.
Each chapter ends with a research project, providing
readers with an opportunity to build on fundamental
skills and engage more thoroughly with each topic.
This accessible textbook is the only introduction to
linguistics in which each chapter is written by an
expert who teaches courses on that topic, ensuring
balanced and uniformly excellent coverage of the full
range of modern linguistics. Assuming no prior
knowledge the text offers a clear introduction to the
traditional topics of structural linguistics (theories of
sound, form, meaning, and language change), and in
addition provides full coverage of contextual
linguistics, including separate chapters on discourse,
dialect variation, language and culture, and the
politics of language. There are also up-to-date
separate chapters on language and the brain,
computational linguistics, writing, child language
acquisition, and second-language learning. The
breadth of the textbook makes it ideal for
introductory courses on language and linguistics
offered by departments of English, sociology,
anthropology, and communications, as well as by
linguistics departments.
An Introduction to Language offers an engaging
guide tothe nature of language, focusing on how
language works – itssounds, words, structures, and
phrases – all investigatedthrough wide-ranging
examples from Old English to contemporary
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popculture. Explores the idea of a scientific approach
to language,inviting students to consider what
qualities of language compriseeveryday skills for us,
be they sounds, words, phrases, orconversation
Helps shape our understanding of what language is,
howit works, and why it is both elegantly complex
and essentialto who we are Includes exercises within
each chapter to help readers explorekey concepts
and directly observe the patterns that are part of
allhuman language Examines linguistic variation and
change to illustrate socialnuances and language-inuse, drawing primarily on examples fromEnglish
Avoids linguistic jargon, focusing instead on a
broader andmore general approach to the study of
language, and making it idealfor those coming to the
subject for the first time Supported by additional web
resources – available uponpublication at ahref="http:
//www.wiley.com/go/hazen/introlanguage"www.wiley.
com/go/hazen/introlanguage/a– including student
study aids and testbank and notes forinstructors
This accessible textbook offers balanced and
uniformly excellent coverage of modern linguistics.
Offers a contemporary approach to the study of
language. The engaging, thought-provoking
discourse of this book makes it accessible to all
learners.
A fresh and contemporary introductory textbook for
all students of linguistics and language studies.
This highly engaging textbook presents a linguistic
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view of the history, society, and culture of the United
States. It discusses the many languages and forms
of language that have been used in the US including standard and nonstandard forms of
English, creoles, Native American languages, and
immigrant languages from across the globe - and
shows how this distribution and diversity of
languages has helped shape and define America as
well as an American identity. The volume introduces
the basic concepts of sociolinguistics and the politics
of language through cohesive, up-to-date and
accessible coverage of such key topics as dialectal
development and the role of English as the majority
language, controversies concerning language use in
society, languages other than English used in the
US, and the policies that have directly or indirectly
influenced language use. These topics are
presented in such a way that students can examine
the inherent diversity of the communicative systems
used in the United States as both a form of cultural
enrichment and as the basis for socio-political
conflict. The author team outlines the different
viewpoints on contemporary issues surrounding
language in the US and contextualizes these issues
within linguistic facts, to help students think critically
and formulate logical discussions. To provide
opportunities for further examination and debate,
chapters are organized around key misconceptions
or questions ("I don't have an accent" or "Immigrants
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don't want to learn English"), bringing them to the
forefront for readers to address directly. Language
and Linguistic Diversity in the US is a fresh and
unique take on a widely taught topic. It is ideal for
students from a variety of disciplines or with no prior
knowledge of the field, and a useful text for
introductory courses on language in the US,
American English, language variation, language
ideology, and sociolinguistics.
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