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In the first volume of an exciting new series, bestselling
author Alison Weir brings the dramatic reigns of England’s
medieval queens to life. The lives of England’s medieval
queens were packed with incident—love, intrigue, betrayal,
adultery, and warfare—but their stories have been largely
obscured by centuries of myth and omission. Now esteemed
biographer Alison Weir provides a fresh perspective and
restores these women to their rightful place in history.
Spanning the years from the Norman conquest in 1066 to the
dawn of a new era in 1154, when Henry II succeeded to the
throne and Eleanor of Aquitaine, the first Plantagenet queen,
was crowned, this epic book brings to vivid life five women,
including: Matilda of Flanders, wife of William the Conqueror,
the first Norman king; Matilda of Scotland, revered as “the
common mother of all England”; and Empress Maud,
England’s first female ruler, whose son King Henry II would
go on to found the Plantagenet dynasty. More than those who
came before or after them, these Norman consorts were
recognized as equal sharers in sovereignty. Without the
support of their wives, the Norman kings could not have ruled
their disparate dominions as effectively. Drawing from the
most reliable contemporary sources, Weir skillfully strips
away centuries of romantic lore to share a balanced and
authentic take on the importance of these female monarchs.
What emerges is a seamless royal saga, an allencompassing portrait of English medieval queenship, and a
sweeping panorama of British history. Praise for Queens of
the Conquest “Best-selling author [Alison] Weir pens another
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readable, well-researched English history, the first in a
proposed four-volume series on England’s medieval queens.
. . . Weir’s research skills and storytelling ability combine
beautifully to tell a fascinating story supported by excellent
historical research. Fans of her fiction and nonfiction will
enjoy this latest work.”—Library Journal (starred review)
“Another sound feminist resurrection by a seasoned historian
. . . Though Norman queens were largely unknowable, leave
it to this prolific historical biographer to bring them to life. . . .
As usual, Weir is meticulous in her research.”—Kirkus
Reviews
A stunning debut historical thriller set in the turbulent 14th
Century for fans of CJ Sansom, The Name of the Rose and
An Instance of the Fingerpost.
Wed by royal command! Widow Valerie of Florham wants
nothing more than to forget her abusive marriage and live
peacefully at the mercy of no man. She'd never have
dreamed of a liaison with handsome Sir Gil Wolford, but then
comes a royal decree—they must wed! Gil craves military
conquest in Castile, far from his haunted past. Marriage to
Lady Valerie is the last thing he should want, yet both have
truths to hide from the rumormongers at court. They have no
choice…and, once wed, the marriage bed changes everything!
A child born in the plague year of 1348, abandoned and
raised within the oppressive walls of a convent, Alice Perrers
refused to take the veil, convinced that a greater destiny
awaited her. Ambitious and quick witted, she rose above her
obscure beginnings to become the infamous mistress of
Edward III. But always, essentially, she was alone... Early in
Alice’s life, a chance meeting with royalty changes
everything: Kindly Queen Philippa, deeply in love with her
husband but gravely ill, chooses Alice as a lady-in-waiting.
Under the queen’s watchful eye, Alice dares to speak her
mind. She demands to be taken seriously. She even flirts with
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the dynamic, much older king. But she is torn when her
vibrant spirit captures his interest...and leads her to a betrayal
she never intended. In Edward’s private chambers, Alice
discovers the pleasures and paradoxes of her position. She is
the queen’s confidante and the king’s lover, yet she can rely
only on herself. It is a divided role she was destined to play,
and she vows to play it until the bitter end. Even as she is
swept up in Edward’s lavish and magnificent court, amassing
wealth and influence for herself, becoming an enemy of his
power-hungry son John of Gaunt, and a sparring partner to
resourceful diplomat William de Windsor, she anticipates the
day when the political winds will turn against her. For when
her detractors voice their hatred,and accusations of treason
swirl around her,threatening to destroy everything she has
achieved, who will stand by Alice then? Includes a readers
guide
'Weir combines high drama with high passion while involving
us in the domestic life of a most remarkable woman in an
equally remarkable book' Scotland on Sunday The first fulllength biography of an extraordinary love affair between one
of the most important men of English History and a thoroughly
modern woman. Katherine Swynford was first the mistress,
and later the wife, of John of Gaunt, the Duke of Lancaster.
Her charismatic lover was one of the most powerful princes of
the fourteenth century and Katherine was renowned for her
beauty and regarded as enigmatic, intriguing and even
dangerous by some of her contemporaries. In this impressive
book, Alison Weir has triumphantly rescued Katherine from
the footnotes of history, highlighting her key dynastic position
within the English monarchy. She was the mother of the
Beaufort, then the ancestress of the Yorkist kings, the
Tudors, the Stuarts and every other sovereign since - a
prodigious legacy that has shaped the history of Britain.
In The Monstrous Regiment of Women , Sharon Jansen
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explores the case for and against female rule by examining
the arguments made by theorists from Sir John Fortescue
(1461) through Bishop Bossuet (1680) interweaving their
arguments with references to the most well-known early
modern queens. The 'story' of early modern European
political history looks very different if, instead of focusing on
kings and their sons, we see successive generations of
powerful women and the shifting political alliances of the
period from a very different, and revealing, perspective.
Forget everything you thought you knew about Henry the
Eighth. While Henry VIII has frequently been portrayed as a
womanizer, author Philippa Jones reveals a new side to his
character. Although he was never faithful, Jones sees him as
a serial monogamist: he spent his life in search of a perfect
woman, a search that continued even as he lay dying. This
book brings together for the first time the 'other women' of
King Henry VIII. When he first came to the throne, Henry
VIII's mistresses were dalliances, the playthings of a powerful
and handsome man. However, when Anne Boleyn disrupted
that pattern, ousting Katherine of Aragon to become Henry's
wife, a new status quo was established. Suddenly noble
families fought to entangle the king with their sisters and
daughters; if wives were to be beheaded or divorced so
easily, the mistress of the king was in an enviable position.
Yet he loved each of his wives and mistresses, he was a
romantic who loved being in love, but none of these loves
ever fully satisfied him; all were ultimately replaced. "The
Other Tudors" examines the extraordinary untold tales of the
women who Henry loved but never married, the mistresses
who became queens and of his many children, both
acknowledged and unacknowledged. Philippa Jones takes us
deep into the web of secrets and deception at the Tudor
Court and explores another, often unmentioned, side to the
King's character.
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This edition offers true tales of these take-charge princesses
plus dozens more in a fascinating read that’s perfect for
history buffs, feminists, and anyone seeking a different kind of
bedtime story. You think you know her story. You’ve read the
Brothers Grimm, you’ve watched the Disney cartoons, and
you cheered as these virtuous women lived happily ever after.
But real princesses didn’t always get happy endings. Sure,
plenty were graceful and benevolent leaders, but just as
many were ruthless in their quest for power, and all of them
had skeletons rattling in their majestic closets. Princess
Stephanie von Hohenlohe was a Nazi spy. Empress Elisabeth
of the Austro-Hungarian Empire slept wearing a mask of raw
veal. Princess Olga of Kiev slaughtered her way to sainthood.
And Princess Lakshmibai waged war on the battlefield with
her toddler strapped to her back.

Katherine SwynfordThe Story of John of Gaunt and His
Scandalous DuchessRandom House
14th century England is in turmoil: the king is in debt to
the city and the old order has broken down - it is a time
of opportunity for those who can seize the moment. Alice
Perrers, the king's mistress, has become the virtual ruler
as the king lies in his sickbed. But Alice faces a host of
enemies who threaten her command.
Fascinating and authoritative of Britain's royal families
from Henry VIII to Elizabeth I to Queen Victoria, by
leading popular historian Alison Weir 'George III is
alleged to have married secretly, on 17th April, 1759, a
Quakeress called Hannah Lightfoot. If George III did
make such a marriage...then his subsequent marriage to
Queen Charlotte was bigamous, and every monarch of
Britain since has been a usurper, the rightful heirs of
George III being his children by Hannah Lightfoot...'
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Britain's Royal Families provides in one volume,
complete genealogical details of all members of the royal
houses of England, Scotland and Great Britain - from
800AD to the present. Drawing on countless authorities,
both ancient and modern, Alison Weir explores the
crown and royal family tree in unprecedented depth and
provides a comprehensive guide to the heritage of
today's royal family – with fascinating insight and often
scandalous secrets. 'Staggeringly useful... combines
solid information with tantalising appetisers.’ Mail on
Sunday
Set against the turbulent backdrop of 14th-century
England, a portrait of Katherine Swynford documents the
colorful life and times of a woman who became the
mistress and eventual wife of the powerful John of
Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, played a key role during the
age of chivalry and gave birth to a line of royal
descendants. Reprint.
This is the story of John of Gaunt and the impact that he
had not only on his own times, but on the history of the
western world as well. Seldom does one man impact so
much. It is the time when parliamentary democracy was
being forged in the 'Good Parliament' (against the duke
of Lancaster's strenuous opposition). When the 'Back to
the Bible' philosophy that would lead to the Protestant
Reformation was being shaped by John Wycliffe (and
spread under the sheltering influence of John of Gaunt's
arm). Fourteenth century England was where a man took
a stand and the world changed directions. It was also the
time when Katharine Swynford's brother-in-law, Geoffrey
Chaucer, was painting the word-pictures of his times that
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endure to this day. 'Although Book Two in the trilogy is
about John of Gaunt, and covers the years of his
separation from Katharine, I never lost Katharine. I
always knew where Katherine Swynford was, and what
she was thinking'. Readers Focus Group In many ways
the history of both England and America has depended
on the decisions John of Gaunt made, and the actions
John of Gaunt took during his life time. For more than six
centuries, the royal families of England (Lancaster, York,
Tudor, Stuart...) have descended from him, and no fewer
than six U. S. presidents (including George Washington
and James Monroe) would descend from the love affair
John of Gaunt had with his beautiful enigmatic mistress,
Katherine Swynford, the woman history has forgotten!
The love affair that changed the world has largely been
overlooked, even though not only kings and presidents
can be traced back to John of Gaunt and Katharine
Swynford, but also the very first seeds of the Protestant
Reformation can be tracked to John of Gaunt's door and
the support the mighty Duke of Lancaster gave to John
Wycliffe. This is the story of what happened behind the
scenes. It covers the actions of a small group of men
who formed a Lollard (Protestant) underground which
changed both the history of the western world and
Church History. It was a period in history where the
Wycliffe Bible, the Blackfriar's Council, and the formation
of a Lollard underground involved both John of Gaunt
and Katharine Swynford in extremely dangerous times.
Love, Honour and Royal Blood also brings to light John
of Gaunt's relationship with the two principal players in
this great drama of church history: John Wycliffe and
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William Courtenay (Archbishop of Canterbury). The
cultural revolution which swirled around John of Gaunt,
his relative Geoffrey Chaucer, his friend John Wycliffe,
and the love of his life Katharine Swynford, is the untold
story of the 'Back to the Bible' theology which changed
the world and started the Protestant Reformation. This is
John of Gaunt's story.
BONUS: This edition contains an excerpt from Alison
Weir's Mary Boleyn. In this vibrant biography, acclaimed
author Alison Weir reexamines the life of Isabella of
England, one of history’s most notorious and
charismatic queens. Isabella arrived in London in 1308,
the spirited twelve-year-old daughter of King Philip IV of
France. Her marriage to the heir to England’s throne
was designed to heal old political wounds between the
two countries, and in the years that followed she became
an important figure, a determined and clever woman
whose influence would come to last centuries. Many
myths and legends have been woven around Isabella’s
story, but in this first full biography in more than 150
years, Alison Weir gives a groundbreaking new
perspective.
BONUS: This edition contains an excerpt from Alison
Weir's Mary Boleyn. Handsome, accomplished, and
charming, Henry Stuart, Lord Darnley, staked his claim
to the English throne by marrying Mary Stuart, who
herself claimed to be the Queen of England. It was not
long before Mary discovered that her new husband was
interested only in securing sovereign power for himself.
Then, on February 10, 1567, an explosion at his lodgings
left Darnley dead; the intrigue thickened after it was
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discovered that he had apparently been suffocated
before the blast. After an exhaustive reevaluation of the
source material, Alison Weir has come up with a solution
to this enduring mystery. Employing her gift for vivid
characterization and gripping storytelling, Weir has
written one of her most engaging excursions yet into
Britain’s bloodstained, power-obsessed past.
This classic romance novel tells the true story of the love
affair that changed history that of Katherine Swynford
and John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, the ancestors of
most of the British royal family. Set in the vibrant 14th
century of Chaucer and the Black Death, the story
features knights fighting in battle, serfs struggling in
poverty, and the magnificent Plantagenets Edward III,
the Black Prince, and Richard II who ruled despotically
over a court rotten with intrigue. Within this era of danger
and romance, John of Gaunt, the king's son, falls
passionately in love with the already married Katherine.
Their well-documented affair and love persist through
decades of war, adultery, murder, loneliness, and
redemption. This epic novel of conflict, cruelty, and
untamable love has become a classic since its first
publication in 1954.

There may not be a more fascinating a historical
period than the late fourteenth century in Europe.
The Hundred Years' War ravaged the continent, yet
gallantry, chivalry, and literary brilliance flourished in
the courts of England and elsewhere. It was a world
in transition, soon to be replaced by the
Renaissance and the Age of Exploration -- and John
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of Gaunt was its central figure. In today's terms,
John of Gaunt was a multibillionaire with a brand
name equal to Rockefeller. He fought in the Hundred
Years' War, sponsored Chaucer and protoProtestant religious thinkers, and survived the
dramatic Peasants' Revolt, during which his
sumptuous London residence was burned to the
ground. As head of the Lancastrian branch of the
Plantagenet family, Gaunt was the unknowing father
of the War of the Roses; after his death, his son
usurped the crown from his nephew, Richard II.
Gaunt's adventures represent the culture and mores
of the Middle Ages as those of few others do, and
his death is portrayed in The Last Knight as the end
of that enthralling period.
“The theme of this book is reincarnation, an attempt
to show the interplay—the law of cause and effect,
good and evil, among certain individual souls in two
periods of English history.” Green Darkness is the
story of a great love, a love in which mysticism,
suspense, and mystery form a web of good and evil
forces that stretches from Tudor England to the
England of the twentieth century. The marriage of
the Englishman Richard Marsdon and his young
American wife, Celia, slowly turns tragic as Richard
withdraws into himself and Celia suffers a debilitating
emotional breakdown. A wise mystic realizes that
Celia can escape her past only by reliving it. She
journeys back four hundred years to her former life
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as the servant girl Celia de Bohun during the reign of
Edward VI—and to her doomed love affair with the
chaplain Stephen Marsdon. Although Celia and
Stephen can't escape the horrifying consequences of
their love, fate (and time) offer them another chance
for redemption.
A Sunday Times Bestseller England’s Forgotten
Queens ‘O’Brien cleverly intertwines the personal
and political in this enjoyable, gripping tale.’ -The
Times
Packed with incredible true stories and legendary
medieval intrigue, this epic narrative history
chronicles the first five queens from the powerful
royal family that ruled England and France for over
three hundred years. The Plantagenet queens of
England played a role in some of the most dramatic
events in our history. Crusading queens, queens in
rebellion against their king, seductive queens,
learned queens, queens in battle, queens who
enlivened England with the romantic culture of
southern Europe—these determined women often
broke through medieval constraints to exercise
power and influence, for good and sometimes for ill.
This second volume of Alison Weir’s critically
acclaimed history of the queens of medieval England
now moves into a period of even higher drama, from
1154 to 1291: years of chivalry and courtly love,
dynastic ambition, conflict between church and
throne, baronial wars, and the ruthless interplay
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between the rival monarchs of Britain and France.
We see events such as the murder of Becket, the
Magna Carta, and the birth of parliaments from a
new perspective. Weir’s narrative begins with the
formidable Eleanor of Aquitaine, whose marriage to
Henry II established a dynasty that ruled for over
three hundred years and created the most powerful
empire in western Christendom—but also sowed the
seeds for some of the most destructive family
conflicts in history and for the collapse, under her
son King John, of England’s power in Europe. The
lives of Eleanor’s four successors were just as
remarkable: Berengaria of Navarre, queen of
Richard the Lionheart; Isabella of Angoulême, queen
of John; Alienor of Provence, queen of Henry III; and
finally Eleanor of Castile, the grasping but beloved
wife of Edward I. Through the story of these first five
Plantagenet queens, Alison Weir provides a fresh,
enthralling narrative focusing on these fascinating
female monarchs during this dramatic period of high
romance and sometimes low politics, with
determined women at its heart.
Eleanor, Duchess of Aquitaine was one of the
leading personalities of the Middle Ages and also
one of the most controversial. She was beautiful,
intelligent and wilful, and in her lifetime there were
rumours about her that were not without substance.
She had been reared in a relaxed and licentious
court where the arts of the troubadours flourished,
Page 12/21

Online Library Katherine Swynford The Story Of
John Of Gaunt And His Scandalous Duchess
and was even said to have presided over the fabled
Courts of Love. Eleanor married in turn Louis VII of
France and Henry II of England, and was the mother
of Richard the Lionheart and King John. She lived to
be 82, but it was only in old age that she triumphed
over the adversities and tragedies of her earlier
years and became virtual ruler of England. Eleanor
has exerted a fascination over writers and
biographers for 800 years, but the prevailing myths
and legends that attach to her name still tend to
obscure the truth. By careful research, Alison Weir
has produced a vivid biography with a fresh and
provocative perspective on this extraordinary
woman.
The Wars of the Roses were not just fought by men
on the battlefield. There were daughters, wives,
mistresses, mothers and queens whose lives and
influences helped shape the most dramatic of
English conflicts. This book traces the women's
stories on the Lancastrian side, from the children of
Blanche, wife of John of Gaunt, through the turbulent
15th century to the advent of Margaret Beaufort's
son in 1509, and establishment of the Tudor
dynasty. From Katherine Swynford and Catherine of
Valois's secret liaisons to the love lives of Mary de
Bohun and Jacquetta of Luxembourg, to the
Queenship of Joan of Navarre and Margaret of
Anjou, this book explores how these extraordinary
women survived in extraordinary times.
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A historical novel based on a true story of the
Jacobite rebellion, from “a writer who has a special
feeling for the dramatic” (Chicago Tribune). This
fiercely beautiful novel tells the true story of Charles
Radcliffe, a Catholic nobleman who joined the shortlived Jacobite rebellion of 1715, and of Jenny, his
daughter by a secret marriage. Set in the
Northumbrian wilds, teeming London, and colonial
Virginia—where Jenny eventually settled on the
estate of the famous William Byrd of
Westover—Jenny’s story reveals one young
woman’s loyalty, passion, and courage as she
struggles in a life divided between the Old World and
the New. “Miss Seton’s narrative is richly buttressed
with the results of scrupulous research on the
personages and the period. Her sole purpose is to
tell a rousing good tale plainly and simply and this
she does admirably.” —New York Herald Tribune
Weir revisits the life of Isabella, Edward II's Queen. A
pawn in 14th century European politics she was
married to Edward at the age of 12 and so began a
turbulent and eventful life.
Katherine Swynford and John of Gaunt lived in a world
peopled by some of the greatest minds the world has known,
the movers and shakers of history - Geoffrey Chaucer; John
Wycliffe; Richard II; Henry IV and Henry V to name just a few.
The powerful people in Katharine Swynford's world changed
the course of history! She interacted with them, was affected
by them, argued with them, loved or hated them. Katharine
Swynford's world was truly amazing. Enter her world in the
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magnificent trilogy Love, Honour and Royal Blood by Carol
Sargeant. The third book in the well-researched historical
trilogy, Love, Honour and Royal Blood, tells the story of one
of the world's great romances - the great love that John of
Gaunt bore for Katherine Swynford. Katharine Swynford fell in
love with John of Gaunt, the man, but found herself living in
the world of intrigue, danger, and compromise that the great
Duke of Lancaster inhabited. The Duke of Lancaster was the
most powerful prince in Europe; it was not all that easy for
him to marry a commoner. The treacherous and erratic King
of England, Richard II, was on their side, but the wedding had
to be kept secret, or it would never take place. Rose Red,
Royal Blue Lancaster is the story of how they accomplished
the impossible, and were allowed to wed! Katharine Swynford
is the girl who married a prince and started not just one
dynasty - the Tudors - but a legacy. All the kings and queens
of England since her time have descended from John of
Gaunt. 'Can Carol Sargeant's version of the Katherine
Swynford story complement Anya Seton's famous novel
Katherine? The answer is a resounding yes! Carol Sargeant's
Rose Red, Royal Blue Lancaster lights up and illuminates the
world in which Katharine Swynford lived, loved, and
influenced world history' Rose Red, Royal Blue Lancaster
tells a story that has even more impact than an unlikely
romance that changed dynastic history. Behind this great
historical romance between John of Gaunt and Katharine
Swynford lies the untold story of the very beginning of the
Protestant Reformation, bringing to life the huge risks faced
by early reformers and their underground movement. Danger,
intrigue, and triumph are the threads woven into the tapestry
that is Katharine Swynford's love story.
Malcolm Bradbury’s classic skewering of 1970s academia,
hailed by the New York Times as “an encyclopedia of radical
chic as well as a genuinely comic novel” Among the painfully
Page 15/21

Online Library Katherine Swynford The Story Of
John Of Gaunt And His Scandalous Duchess
hip students and teachers at the liberal University of
Watermouth, Howard Kirk appears to be the most stylish of
them all. With his carefully manicured mustache and
easygoing radicalism, Kirk prides himself on being among the
most highly evolved teachers on his redbrick campus. But
beneath Kirk’s scholarly bohemianism and studied cool is a
ruthless, self-serving Machiavellian streak. A sociology
lecturer who outwardly espouses freethinking nonconformity,
Kirk is himself vain and bigoted, dismissing female students
and colleagues while releasing vitriol against those who
contradict him, particularly his clever, wayward wife, Barbara,
the long-suffering mother of his two children. A funny and
incisive satire of academia and ideological hypocrisy, The
History Man is one of Malcolm Bradbury’s most acclaimed
novels and remains just as sharp and witty today as when it
was first published.
Bestselling author and acclaimed historian Alison Weir brings
her Tudor Queens series to a close with the remarkable story
of Henry VIII's sixth and final wife, who manages to survive
him and remarry, only to be thrown into a romantic intrigue
that threatens the very throne of England. "A superb read and
a remarkable end to a brilliant series."--Historical Novel
Society Having sent his much-beloved but deceitful young
wife Katheryn Howard to her beheading, King Henry fixes his
lonely eyes on a more mature woman, thirty-year-old, twicewidowed Katharine Parr. She, however, is in love with Sir
Thomas Seymour, brother to the late Queen Jane. Aware of
his rival, Henry sends him abroad, leaving Katharine no
choice but to become Henry's sixth queen in 1543. The king
is no longer in any condition to father a child, but Katharine is
content to mother his three children, Mary, Elizabeth, and the
longed-for male heir, Edward. Four years into the marriage,
Henry dies, leaving England's throne to nine-year-old
Edward--a puppet in the hands of ruthlessly ambitious royal
Page 16/21

Online Library Katherine Swynford The Story Of
John Of Gaunt And His Scandalous Duchess
courtiers--and Katharine's life takes a more complicated turn.
Thrilled at this renewed opportunity to wed her first love,
Katharine doesn't realize that Sir Thomas now sees her as a
mere stepping stone to the throne, his eye actually set on
bedding and wedding fourteen-year-old Elizabeth. The
princess is innocently flattered by his attentions, allowing him
into her bedroom, to the shock of her household. The result is
a tangled tale of love and a struggle for power, bringing to a
close the dramatic and violent reign of Henry VIII.
The author will have a riot on her hands when people reach
the last page of this book - readers will be so anxious for the
second book in the trilogy to be published.' Gloria McAuley,
the first person ever to read this book If Chaucer was your
brother-in-law; William Wycliffe your good friend; and the
most powerful man in England - John of Gaunt, the great
Duke of Lancaster - was your lover . . . what would your life
be like? Katharine de Roet is one of the most enigmatic
women in history; and yet she sat at the centre of some of the
greatest changes the world has known. Intrigue, betrayal, and
intimate connections with some of the greatest minds of not
just her own times, but of all recorded history, was the daily
stuff of her life. But for all that, the essence of Katharine's life
was a love story, and the story of John of Gaunt and
Katharine Swynford is truly one of the great love stories of
history. At the age of seventeen Carol Sargeant read Anya
Seton's lovely novel 'Katherine' and was so moved by it that
she started a 30 year research project to answer a single
question. The question was 'what really happened'; what is
John of Gaunt and Katharine Swynford's story? If Katharine
had not said yes to love, the Tudor dynasty would not have
existed, George Washington would not have been there to fi
ght for American independence, and Alfred Lord Tennyson
would not have written his famous poetry. And that is just the
story of some of her descendants. More important is the story
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of the woman and the world she knew."
John of Gaunt's illegitimate line whose role in the Wars of the
Roses led to the capture of the crown.
After the death of King Henry V, his young queen and mother
of the future monarch, Katherine de Valois, becomes the
center of a political game where her hand in marriage is worth
a kingdom.
A TIMES AND SUNDAY TIMES BEST BOOK OF 2021 ‘The
Red Prince announces Helen Carr as one of the most exciting
new voices in narrative history.’ Dan Jones Son of Edward
III, brother to the Black Prince, father to Henry IV and the sire
of all the Tudors. Always close to the English throne, John of
Gaunt left a complex legacy. Too rich, too powerful, too
haughty… did he have his eye on his nephew’s throne? Why
was he such a focus of hate in the Peasants’ Revolt? In
examining the life of a pivotal medieval figure, Helen Carr
paints a revealing portrait of a man who held the levers of
power on the English and European stage, passionately
upheld chivalric values, pressed for the Bible to be translated
into English, patronised the arts, ran huge risks to pursue the
woman he loved… and, according to Shakespeare, gave the
most beautiful of all speeches on England.
In her remarkable new book, Alison Weir recounts one of the
greatest love stories of medieval England. It is the
extraordinary tale of an exceptional woman, Katherine
Swynford, who became first the mistress and later the wife of
John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster. Katherine Swynford's
charismatic lover was one of the most powerful princes of the
14th century, the effective ruler of England behind the throne
of his father Edward III in his declining years, and during the
minority of his nephew, Richard ll. Katherine herself was
enigmatic and intriguing, renowned for her beauty, and
regarded by some as dangerous. Her existence was played
out against the backdrop of court life at the height of the age
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of chivalry and she knew most of the great figures of the time
- including her brother-in-law, Geoffrey Chaucer. She lived
through much of the Hundred Years War, the Black Death,
and the Peasants' Revolt. She knew loss, adversity, and
heartbreak, and she survived them all triumphantly. Although
Katherine's story provides unique insights into the life of a
medieval woman, she was far from typical in that age. She
was an important person in her own right, a woman who had
remarkable opportunities, made her own choices, flouted
convention, and took control of her own destiny - even of her
own public image. Weir brilliantly retrieves Katherine
Swynford from the footnotes of history and gives her life and
breath again. Perhaps the most dynastically important woman
within the English monarchy, she was the mother of the
Beauforts and through them the ancestress of the Yorkist
kings, the Tudors, the Stuarts, and every other sovereign
since - a legacy that has shaped the history of Britain
Jean Plaidy's popular Plantagenet series continues with this,
the tenth volume. Richard of Bordeaux, young heir to the
throne after Edward the Third, is surrounded by ambitious
uncles who believe it would be better for the country if they
could take the crown. While Richard shows himself capable of
reckless bravery in defeating the Peasants' Revolt, his
extravagance soon brings him into conflict with his people.
Before long the king's most powerful opponents confront
Richard and threaten to depose him. Here is a vivid picture of
Richard's court, his devotion to his favourite Robert de Vere,
his love for two Queens, clever Anne and the little Isabella,
and of his headlong journey towards disaster. He is
determined to take his revenge on the five lords who have
humiliated him, but while he succeeds with four of them, the
fifth proves to be far more of a challenge. Henry of
Bolingbroke, son of John of Gaunt, is clever, subtle and
absolutely set on achieving what his father had failed to ...
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A funny, raucous, and delightfully dirty history of 1,000 years
of bedroom-hopping secrets and scandals of Britain's royals.
Insatiable kings, lecherous queens, kissing cousins, and
wanton consorts-history has never been so much fun. Royal
unions have always been the stuff of scintillating gossip, from
the passionate Plantagenets to Henry VIII's alarming head
count of wives and mistresses, to the Sapphic crushes of
Mary and Anne Stuart right on up through the scandalblighted coupling of Prince Charles and Princess Diana.
Thrown into loveless, arranged marriages for political and
economic gain, many royals were driven to indulge their
pleasures outside the marital bed, engaging in delicious
flirtations, lurid love letters, and rampant sex with voluptuous
and willing partners. This nearly pathological lust made for
some of the most titillating scandals in Great Britain's history.
Hardly harmless, these affairs have disrupted dynastic
alliances, endangered lives, and most of all, fed the salacious
curiosity of the public for centuries. Royal Affairs will satiate
that curiosity by bringing this arousing history alive.
John of Gaunt and Katherine Swynford, Chaucer's sister-inlaw, fall in love in the 14th century.
An acclaimed biography that recreates the cosmopolitan
world in which a wine merchant’s son became one of the
most celebrated of all English writers Geoffrey Chaucer is
often called the father of English literature, but this acclaimed
biography reveals him as a great European writer and thinker.
Uncovering important new information about Chaucer’s
travels, private life, and the circulation of his writings, Marion
Turner reconstructs in unprecedented detail the cosmopolitan
world of Chaucer’s adventurous life, focusing on the places
and spaces that fired his imagination. From the wharves of
London to the frescoed chapels of Florence, the book
recounts Chaucer’s experiences as a prisoner of war in
France, as a father visiting his daughter’s nunnery, as a
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member of a chaotic Parliament, and as a diplomat in Milan.
At the same time, the book offers a comprehensive
exploration of Chaucer’s writings. The result is a landmark
biography and a fresh account of the extraordinary story of
how a wine merchant’s son became the poet of The
Canterbury Tales.
A novel of England during the Viking era, from an author who
“has vividly and colorfully portrayed life during the tumultuous
Dark Ages” (Historical Novels Review). The last quarter of
the tenth century was a time of conflict and exploration—while
the Anglo-Saxons fought against the Vikings, Norsemen
voyaged into the unknown looking for new lands to pillage,
and so discovered America. Prince Rumon of France,
descendant of Charlemagne and King Alfred, was a searcher.
He had visions of the Islands of the Blessed, perhaps King
Arthur’s Avalon, “where falls not hail, or rain, or any snow.”
Merewyn grew up in savage Cornwall—a lonely girl, sustained
by stubborn courage and belief in her descent from great
King Arthur. Chance—or fate—in the form of a shipwreck off the
Cornish coast brought Rumon and Merewyn together, and
from that hour their lives were intertwined. Bound by his vow
to her dying mother, Rumon brings Merewyn safely to
England, keeping hidden the shameful secret of her birth. He
considers his responsibility ended. At court, he is dazzled by
the beautiful Queen Alfrida—but when a murderous truth is
revealed, he turns to Merewyn, only to discover that he may
have lost her. And he will journey across the Atlantic to find
her again . . . From the beloved bestselling author of
Katherine and Dragonwyck, this is a romantic tale of history
and adventure “characterized by an authentic sense of time”
(The New York Times Book Review).
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