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John Winthrop Americas Forgotten Founding Father
In The American Puritans , Dustin Benge and Nate Pickowicz tell the story of the first
hundred years of Reformed Protestantism in New England through the lives of nine key
figures: William Bradford, John Winthrop, John Cotton, Thomas Hooker, Thomas
Shepard, Anne Bradstreet, John Eliot, Samuel Willard, and Cotton Mather. Here is
sympathetic yet informed history, a book that corrects many myths and half-truths told
about the American Puritans while inspiring a current generation of Christians to let
their light shine before men. Table of Contents: Introduction: Who Are the American
Puritans? 1. William Bradford 2. John Winthrop 3. John Cotton 4. Thomas Hooker 5.
Thomas Shepard 6. Anne Bradstreet 7. John Eliot 8. Samuel Willard 9. Cotton Mather
Biography of the colonial leader.
No book was more accessible or familiar to the American founders than the Bible, and
no book was more frequently alluded to or quoted from in the political discourse of the
age. How and for what purposes did the founding generation use the Bible? How did
the Bible influence their political culture? Shedding new light on some of the most
familiar rhetoric of the founding era, Daniel Dreisbach analyzes the founders' diverse
use of scripture, ranging from the literary to the theological. He shows that they looked
to the Bible for insights on human nature, civic virtue, political authority, and the rights
and duties of citizens, as well as for political and legal models to emulate. They quoted
scripture to authorize civil resistance, to invoke divine blessings for righteous nations,
and to provide the language of liberty that would be appropriated by patriotic
Americans. Reading the Bible with the Founding Fathers broaches the perennial
question of whether the American founding was, to some extent, informed by religiousspecifically Christian-ideas. In the sense that the founding generation were members of
a biblically literate society that placed the Bible at the center of culture and discourse,
the answer to that question is clearly "yes." Ignoring the Bible's influence on the
founders, Dreisbach warns, produces a distorted image of the American political
experiment, and of the concept of self-government on which America is built.
This New York Times Notable Book from the two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning author of
The Underground Railroad and The Nickel Boys is a brisk, comic tour de force about
identity, history, and the adhesive bandage industry. The town of Winthrop has decided
it needs a new name. The resident software millionaire wants to call it New Prospera;
the mayor wants to return to the original choice of the founding black settlers; and the
town’s aristocracy sees no reason to change the name at all. What they need, they
realize, is a nomenclature consultant. And, it turns out, the consultant needs them. But
in a culture overwhelmed by marketing, the name is everything and our hero’s efforts
may result in not just a new name for the town but a new and subtler truth about it as
well. Look for Colson Whitehead’s new novel, Harlem Shuffle, coming this September!
In the 1600s, over 350,000 intrepid English men, women, and children migrated to
America, leaving behind their homeland for an uncertain future. Whether they settled in
Jamestown, Salem, or Barbados, these migrants—entrepreneurs, soldiers, and pilgrims
alike—faced one incontrovertible truth: England was a very, very long way away. In
Between Two Worlds, celebrated historian Malcolm Gaskill tells the sweeping story of
the English experience in America during the first century of colonization. Following a
large and varied cast of visionaries and heretics, merchants and warriors, and slaves
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and rebels, Gaskill brilliantly illuminates the often traumatic challenges the settlers
faced. The first waves sought to recreate the English way of life, even to recover a
society that was vanishing at home. But they were thwarted at every turn by the perils
of a strange continent, unaided by monarchs who first ignored then exploited them. As
these colonists strove to leave their mark on the New World, they were forced—by
hardship and hunger, by illness and infighting, and by bloody and desperate battles with
Indians—to innovate and adapt or perish. As later generations acclimated to the
wilderness, they recognized that they had evolved into something distinct: no longer
just the English in America, they were perhaps not even English at all. These men and
women were among the first white Americans, and certainly the most prolific. And as
Gaskill shows, in learning to live in an unforgiving world, they had begun a long and
fateful journey toward rebellion and, finally, independence
Puritan politician, lawyer, and lay theologian John Winthrop fled England in 1630 when
it looked like Charles I had successfully blocked all hopes of passing Puritan-inspired
reforms in Parliament. Leading a migration, he came to New England in the hopes of
creating an ideal Puritan community and eventually became the governor of
Massachusetts. Winthrop is remembered for his role in the Puritan migration to the
colonies and for delivering what is probably the most famous lay sermon in American
history, "A Model of Christian Charity." In it he proclaimed that New England would be
"a city upon a hill"--an example for future colonies. In John Winthrop: Founding the City
upon a Hill, Michael Parker examines the political and religious history of this iconic
figure. In this short biography, bolstered by letters, sermons, and maps, John Winthrop
introduces students to the colonial world, the Pequot Wars, and the history of American
Exceptionalism.
For 350 years Governor John Winthrop's journal has been recognized as the central
source for the history of Massachusetts in the 1630s and 1640s. Winthrop reported
events--especially religious and political events--more fully and more candidly than any
other contemporary observer. The governor's journal has been edited and published
three times since 1790, but these editions are long outmoded. Richard Dunn and
Laetitia Yeandle have now prepared a long-awaited scholarly edition, complete with
introduction, notes, and appendices. This full-scale, unabridged edition uses the
manuscript volumes of the first and third notebooks (both carefully preserved at the
Massachusetts Historical Society), retaining their spelling and punctuation, and James
Savage's transcription of the middle notebook (accidentally destroyed in 1825).
Winthrop's narrative began as a journal and evolved into a history. As a dedicated
Puritan convert, Winthrop decided to emigrate to America in 1630 with members of the
Massachusetts Bay Company, who had chosen him as their governor. Just before
sailing, he began a day-to-day account of his voyage. He continued his journal when he
reached Massachusetts, at first making brief and irregular entries, followed by more
frequent writing sessions and contemporaneous reporting, and finally, from 1643
onward, engaging in only irregular writing sessions and retrospective reporting.
Naturally he found little good to say about such outright adversaries as Thomas Morton,
Roger Williams, and Anne Hutchinson. Yet he was also adept at thrusting barbs at most
of the other prominent players: John Endecott, Henry Vane, and Richard Saltonstall,
among others. Winthrop built lasting significance into the seemingly small-scale actions
of a few thousand colonists in early New England, which is why his journal will remain
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an important historical source.
This study provides a broad examination of the overlapping conflicts and power
struggles among the indigenous population, colonists, and other European peoples that
shaped the American colonies. The author analyzes the origins, development, and
outcomes of such conflicts and their various cultural and political impacts.

When John Winthrop, first governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, emigrated
from Stuart England to America, he and the colonists who accompanied him
carried much of their culture with them. Written by leading English and American
scholars, the essays in The World of John Winthrop: England and New England,
1588-1649 vigorously assert a new unity to the transatlantic and Puritan, AngloAmerican sphere, integrating the English and colonial stories from a refreshingly
single perspective. Contributors: Tom Webster (University of Edinburgh) * Mark
A. Peterson (University of Iowa) * David D. Hall (Harvard Divinity School) *
Alexandra Walsham (University of Exeter) * Alden Vaughan (Columbia
University) * Virginia Mason Vaughan (Clark University) * Richard J. Ross
(University of Illinois) * James S. Hart (University of Oklahoma) * Richard
Godbeer (University of Miami) * Mark Valeri (Union Theological Seminary of
Virginia) * Lyn Botelho (Indiana University of Pennsylvania) * Francis J. Bremer
(Millersville University of Pennsylvania)
Presents a critical analysis of the Founding Fathers' original intentions that
argues that America is a nation bound by a radical and unprecedented idea
about liberty and freedom that must be upheld by every citizen.
This reader provides students with key documents from colonial American
history, including new English translations of non-English documents. The
documents in this collection take the reader beyond the traditional story of the
English colonies. Readers explore the Spanish, French, Dutch, Russian,
German, and even Icelandic colonial efforts throughout North America, including
California, New Mexico, Texas, the Great Plains, Louisiana, Florida, Virginia,
Pennsylvania, and New England. Throughout, the collection provides not only the
perspectives of Europeans but also of Native Americans and Africans. By looking
beyond traditional sources, students see the power and diversity of Native
Americans and learn that European domination of the continent was not
inevitable. They see different forms of slavery and ways that slaves dealt with
their captivity. By considering multiple perspectives, students learn that colonial
history was largely the attempts of various peoples to understand strangers and
adapt them to their own will.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Pulitzer Prize-winning author Jon Meacham
reveals how the Founding Fathers viewed faith—and how they ultimately created
a nation in which belief in God is a matter of choice. At a time when our country
seems divided by extremism, American Gospel draws on the past to offer a new
perspective. Meacham re-creates the fascinating history of a nation grappling
with religion and politics–from John Winthrop’s “city on a hill” sermon to Thomas
Jefferson’s Declaration of Independence; from the Revolution to the Civil War;
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from a proposed nineteenth-century Christian Amendment to the Constitution to
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s call for civil rights; from George Washington to Ronald
Reagan. Debates about religion and politics are often more divisive than
illuminating. Secularists point to a “wall of separation between church and state,”
while many conservatives act as though the Founding Fathers were apostles in
knee britches. As Meacham shows in this brisk narrative, neither extreme has it
right. At the heart of the American experiment lies the God of what Benjamin
Franklin called “public religion,” a God who invests all human beings with
inalienable rights while protecting private religion from government interference. It
is a great American balancing act, and it has served us well. Meacham has
written and spoken extensively about religion and politics, and he brings historical
authority and a sense of hope to the issue. American Gospel makes it
compellingly clear that the nation’s best chance of summoning what Lincoln
called “the better angels of our nature” lies in recovering the spirit and sense of
the Founding. In looking back, we may find the light to lead us forward. Praise for
American Gospel “In his American Gospel, Jon Meacham provides a refreshingly
clear, balanced, and wise historical portrait of religion and American politics at
exactly the moment when such fairness and understanding are much needed.
Anyone who doubts the relevance of history to our own time has only to read this
exceptional book.”—David McCullough, author of 1776 “Jon Meacham has given
us an insightful and eloquent account of the spiritual foundation of the early days
of the American republic. It is especially instructive reading at a time when the
nation is at once engaged in and deeply divided on the question of religion and
its place in public life.”—Tom Brokaw, author of The Greatest Generation
The American history of the 'city on a hill' metaphor from its Puritan beginnings to
its role in Reagan's American civil religion and beyond.
""One Small Candle tells how the religious values of the Pilgrims prompted their
settlement of the Plymouth Colony and how those values influenced the political,
intellectual, and cultural aspect of New England life a hundred and fifty years
before the American Revolution. It begins in early seventeenth-century England
with their persecution for challenging the established national church, and their
struggles as refugees in the Netherlands in the 1610s. It then examines the
challenges they faced in planting a colony in America, including relations with the
Native population. The book emphasizes the religious dimension of the story,
which has been neglected in most recent works. In particular it focuses on how
this particular group of puritan congregationalists was driven by the belief that
ordinary men and women should play the determinative role in governing church
affairs. Their commitment to lay empowerment is illustrated by attention to the life
of William Brewster, who helped organize the congregation in its early years and
served as the colony's spiritual guide for its first decade. The participatory
democracy that was reflected in congregational church covenants played a
greater role in the shaping of Massachusetts churches than has previously been
accepted. This outlook also influenced the earliest political forms of the region,
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including the Mayflower Compact and local New England town meetings. Their
rejection of individual greed and focus on community was an early form of an
American social gospel. ""-In Prospero's America, Walter W. Woodward examines the transfer of alchemical
culture to America by John Winthrop, Jr., one of English colonization's early
giants. Winthrop participated in a pan-European network of natural philosophers
who believed alchemy could improve the human condition and hasten Christ's
Second Coming. Woodward demonstrates the influence of Winthrop and his
philosophy on New England's cultural formation: its settlement, economy,
religious toleration, Indian relations, medical practice, witchcraft prosecution, and
imperial diplomacy. Prospero's America reconceptualizes the significance of early
modern science in shaping New England hand in hand with Puritanism and
politics.
"'For we must consider that we shall be as a city upon a hill,' John Winthrop
warned his fellow Puritans at New England's founding in 1630. More than three
centuries later, Ronald Reagan remade that passage into a ... celebration of
American promise. How were Winthrop's long-forgotten words reinvented as a
central statement of American identity and exceptionalism? In [this book], ...
Daniel Rodgers tells the surprising story of one of the most celebrated
documents in the canon of the American idea"--Dust jacket fla
Gale Researcher Guide for: John Winthrop and the Founding of America is selected
from Gale's academic platform Gale Researcher. These study guides provide peerreviewed articles that allow students early success in finding scholarly materials and to
gain the confidence and vocabulary needed to pursue deeper research.
Looks at how the lives of John Winthrop, governor of Massachusetts, and Oliver
Cromwell, Lord Protector of the Puritan Commonwealth in England, were intertwined at
a time of conflict between church and state and between Native and European
Americans.
The comprehensive history of a system of faith that shaped the nation.
Here is a vividly written and compact overview of the brilliant, flawed, and quarrelsome
group of lawyers, politicians, merchants, military men, and clergy known as the
"Founding Fathers"--who got as close to the ideal of the Platonic "philosopher-kings" as
American or world history has ever seen. In The Founding Fathers Reconsidered, R. B.
Bernstein reveals Washington, Franklin, Jefferson, Adams, Hamilton, and the other
founders not as shining demigods but as imperfect human beings--people much like
us--who nevertheless achieved political greatness. They emerge here as men who
sought to transcend their intellectual world even as they were bound by its limits, men
who strove to lead the new nation even as they had to defer to the great body of the
people and learn with them the possibilities and limitations of politics. Bernstein deftly
traces the dynamic forces that molded these men and their contemporaries as British
colonists in North America and as intellectual citizens of the Atlantic civilization's Age of
Enlightenment. He analyzes the American Revolution, the framing and adoption of state
and federal constitutions, and the key concepts and problems--among them
independence, federalism, equality, slavery, and the separation of church and
state--that both shaped and circumscribed the founders' achievements as the United
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States sought its place in the world.
An introduction to the diverse lives of the Puritan founders by a leading expert
A cultural profile of Puritan life covers a wide range of topics, from their covenant
communities and deep-rooted ideologies to their beliefs about church and state and
their perspectives on other faiths, in an account that also evaluates their legacy in
today's world. 125,000 first printing.
A New York Times Editor’s Choice "This book is an original achievement, the kind of
history that chastens our historical memory as it makes us wiser." —David W. Blight
Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize Widely hailed as a “powerfully written” history about
America’s beginnings (Annette Gordon-Reed), New England Bound fundamentally
changes the story of America’s seventeenth-century origins. Building on the works of
giants like Bernard Bailyn and Edmund S. Morgan, Wendy Warren has not only
“mastered that scholarship” but has now rendered it in “an original way, and deepened
the story” (New York Times Book Review). While earlier histories of slavery largely
confine themselves to the South, Warren’s “panoptical exploration” (Christian Science
Monitor) links the growth of the northern colonies to the slave trade and examines the
complicity of New England’s leading families, demonstrating how the region’s
economy derived its vitality from the slave trading ships coursing through its ports. And
even while New England Bound explains the way in which the Atlantic slave trade
drove the colonization of New England, it also brings to light, in many cases for the first
time ever, the lives of the thousands of reluctant Indian and African slaves who found
themselves forced into the project of building that city on a hill. We encounter enslaved
Africans working side jobs as con artists, enslaved Indians who protested their
banishment to sugar islands, enslaved Africans who set fire to their owners’ homes
and goods, and enslaved Africans who saved their owners’ lives. In Warren’s
meticulous, compelling, and hard-won recovery of such forgotten lives, the true variety
of chattel slavery in the Americas comes to light, and New England Bound becomes the
new standard for understanding colonial America.
In 1637, Anne Hutchinson, a forty-six-year-old midwife who was pregnant with her
sixteenth child, stood before forty male judges of the Massachusetts General Court,
charged with heresy and sedition. In a time when women could not vote, hold public
office, or teach outside the home, the charismatic Hutchinson wielded remarkable
political power. Her unconventional ideas had attracted a following of prominent citizens
eager for social reform. Hutchinson defended herself brilliantly, but the judges, faced
with a perceived threat to public order, banished her for behaving in a manner "not
comely for [her] sex." Written by one of Hutchinson's direct descendants, American
Jezebel brings both balance and perspective to Hutchinson's story. It captures this
American heroine's life in all its complexity, presenting her not as a religious fanatic, a
cardboard feminist, or a raging crank—as some have portrayed her—but as a flesh-andblood wife, mother, theologian, and political leader. The book narrates her dramatic
expulsion from Massachusetts, after which her judges, still threatened by her
challenges, promptly built Harvard College to enforce religious and social
orthodoxies—making her the mid-wife to the nation's first college. In exile, she settled
Rhode Island, becoming the only woman ever to co-found an American colony. The
seeds of the American struggle for women's and human rights can be found in the story
of this one woman's courageous life. American Jezebel illuminates the origins of our
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modern concepts of religious freedom, equal rights, and free speech, and showcases
an extraordinary woman whose achievements are astonishing by the standards of any
era.
John WinthropAmerica's Forgotten Founding FatherOxford University Press, USA
The settlers of New Netherland were obligated to uphold religious toleration as a legal right by
the Dutch Republic's founding document, the 1579 Union of Utrecht, which stated that
"everyone shall remain free in religion and that no one may be persecuted or investigated
because of religion." For early American historians this statement, unique in the world at its
time, lies at the root of American pluralism. New Netherland and the Dutch Origins of American
Religious Liberty offers a new reading of the way tolerance operated in colonial America. Using
sources in several languages and looking at laws and ideas as well as their enforcement and
resistance, Evan Haefeli shows that, although tolerance as a general principle was respected
in the colony, there was a pronounced struggle against it in practice. Crucial to the fate of New
Netherland were the changing religious and political dynamics within the English empire. In the
end, Haefeli argues, the most crucial factor in laying the groundwork for religious tolerance in
colonial America was less what the Dutch did than their loss of the region to the English at a
moment when the English were unusually open to religious tolerance. This legacy, often
overlooked, turns out to be critical to the history of American religious diversity. By setting
Dutch America within its broader imperial context, New Netherland and the Dutch Origins of
American Religious Liberty offers a comprehensive and nuanced history of a conflict integral to
the histories of the Dutch republic, early America, and religious tolerance.
A Study Guide for John Winthrop's "A Model of Christian Charity," excerpted from Gale's
acclaimed Literary Themes for Students: The American Dream. This concise study guide
includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical
context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust
Literary Themes for Students: The American Dream for all of your research needs.
Three generations of English merchant adventurers-not the Pilgrims, as we have so long
believed-were the earliest founders of America. Profit-not piety-was their primary motive. Some
seventy years before the Mayflower sailed, a small group of English merchants formed "The
Mysterie, Company, and Fellowship of Merchant Adventurers for the Discovery of Regions,
Dominions, Islands, and Places Unknown," the world's first joint-stock company. Back then, in
the mid-sixteenth century, England was a small and relatively insignificant kingdom on the
periphery of Europe, and it had begun to face a daunting array of social, commercial, and
political problems. Struggling with a single export-woolen cloth-the merchants were forced to
seek new markets and trading partners, especially as political discord followed the straitened
circumstances in which so many English people found themselves. At first they headed east,
and dreamed of Cathay-China, with its silks and exotic luxuries. Eventually, they turned west,
and so began a new chapter in world history. The work of reaching the New World required the
very latest in navigational science as well as an extraordinary appetite for risk. As this
absorbing account shows, innovation and risk-taking were at the heart of the settlement of
America, as was the profit motive. Trade and business drove English interest in America, and
determined what happened once their ships reached the New World. The result of extensive
archival work and a bold interpretation of the historical record, New World, Inc. draws a portrait
of life in London, on the Atlantic, and across the New World that offers a fresh analysis of the
founding of American history. In the tradition of the best works of history that make us
reconsider the past and better understand the present, Butman and Targett examine the
enterprising spirit that inspired European settlement of America and established a national
culture of entrepreneurship and innovation that continues to this day.
Written by a leading expert on the Puritans, this brief, informative volume offers a wealth of
background on this key religious movement. This book traces the shaping, triumph, and
Page 7/9

Download Ebook John Winthrop Americas Forgotten Founding Father
decline of the Puritan world, while also examining the role of religion in the shaping of
American society and the role of the Puritan legacy in American history. Francis J. Bremer
discusses the rise of Puritanism in the English Reformation, the struggle of the reformers to
purge what they viewed as the corruptions of Roman Catholicism from the Elizabethan church,
and the struggle with the Stuart monarchs that led to a brief Puritan triumph under Oliver
Cromwell. It also examines the effort of Puritans who left England to establish a godly kingdom
in America. Bremer examines puritan theology, views on family and community, their beliefs
about the proper relationship between religion and public life, the limits of toleration, the
balance between individual rights and one's obligation to others, and the extent to which public
character should be shaped by private religious belief. About the Series: Combining authority
with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's
most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest
contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
A fresh, original history of America’s national narratives, told through the loss, recovery, and
rise of one influential Puritan sermon from 1630 to the present day In this illuminating book,
Abram Van Engen shows how the phrase “City on a Hill,” from a 1630 sermon by
Massachusetts Bay governor John Winthrop, shaped the story of American exceptionalism in
the twentieth century. By tracing the history of Winthrop’s speech, its changing status
throughout time, and its use in modern politics, Van Engen asks us to reevaluate our national
narratives. He tells the story of curators, librarians, collectors, archivists, antiquarians, and
often anonymous figures who emphasized the role of the Pilgrims and Puritans in American
history, paving the way for the saving and sanctifying of a single sermon. This sermon’s ragsto-riches rise reveals the way national stories take shape and shows us how those tales
continue to influence competing visions of the country—the many different meanings of America
that emerge from its literary past.
An award-winning study of Puritans and the formation of their towns.
In this provocative study, David W. Hall argues that the American founders were more greatly
influenced by Calvinism than contemporary scholars, and perhaps even the founders
themselves, have understood. Calvinism's insistence on human rulers' tendency to err played
a significant role in the founders' prescription of limited government and fed the distinctly
American philosophy in which political freedom for citizens is held as the highest value. Hall's
timely work countervails many scholars' doubt in the intellectual efficacy of religion by showing
that religious teachings have led to such progressive ideals as American democracy and
freedom.
A study of the rise and decline of puritanism in England and New England that focuses on the
role of godly men and women. It explores the role of family devotions, lay conferences,
prophesying and other means by which the laity influenced puritan belief and practice, and the
efforts of the clergy to reduce lay power in the seventeenth century.
The tragic and fascinating history of the first epic struggle between white settlers and Native
Americans in the early seventeenth century: “a riveting historical validation of emancipatory
impulses frustrated in their own time” (Booklist, starred review) as determined Narragansett
Indians refused to back down and accept English authority. A devout Puritan minister in
seventeenth-century New England, Roger Williams was also a social critic, diplomat,
theologian, and politician who fervently believed in tolerance. Yet his orthodox brethren were
convinced tolerance fostered anarchy and courted God’s wrath. Banished from Massachusetts
Bay Colony in 1635, Williams purchased land from the Narragansett Indians and laid the
foundations for the colony of Rhode Island as a place where Indian and English cultures could
flourish side by side, in peace. As the seventeenth century wore on, a steadily deepening
antagonism developed between an expansionist, aggressive Puritan culture and an
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increasingly vulnerable, politically divided Indian population. Indian tribes that had been at the
center of the New England communities found themselves shunted off to the margins of the
region. By the 1660s, all the major Indian peoples in southern New England had come to
accept English authority, either tacitly or explicitly. All, except one: the Narragansetts. In God,
War, and Providence “James A. Warren transforms what could have been merely a Pilgrim
version of cowboys and Indians into a sharp study of cultural contrast…a well-researched
cameo of early America” (The Wall Street Journal). He explores the remarkable and littleknown story of the alliance between Roger Williams’s Rhode Island and the Narragansett
Indians, and how they joined forces to retain their autonomy and their distinctive ways of life
against Puritan encroachment. Deeply researched, “Warren’s well-written monograph
contains a great deal of insight into the tactics of war on the frontier” (Library Journal) and
serves as a telling precedent for white-Native American encounters along the North American
frontier for the next 250 years.
At a time when surveys reveal that Americans know less and less about our past, Tony
Williams provides entertaining and informative descriptions of 50 of the most important and
dramatic events from the colonial and Revolutionary period—some known and some
forgotten—from the Mayflower Compact to the Annapolis Convention. Published in association
with The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, America's Beginnings takes the reader throughout
the American colonies and introduces many leading figures, from John Smith and John
Winthrop to the Founding Fathers. Along the way, Williams examines the principles that led
colonists to come to America and succeeding generations to become a free and independent
nation. Read individually or from cover to cover, these stories illuminate the founding principles
and heroic struggles that established the country and shaped the American character.
The first full-length biography of the first governor of the Massechusetts Bay Colony delves
deeply into the life of this seminal figure in the formation of American society and culture.
John Winthrop (1588-1649) was the first governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony and is
generally considered the principal architect of early New England society. He led the colonists
through the initial struggles to survive in a new world, shaped the political organizations that
gave the colonists the right to govern themselves through elected governors and
representatives, worked to mediate between those who advanced radical religious and political
ideas on the one hand and those who sought a very narrowly defined orthodoxy, and
contributed to the development of a system of education which insured the preservation of the
founders' heritage. The details of this brief biography is drawn from the author's larger, prizewinning study, John Winthrop: America's Forgotten Founding Father (Oxford University Press,
2003), though modified in minor ways by his ongoing research. To render it more accessible to
an undergraduate audience, Bremer avoids in-depth discussion of theology and other
specialized topics and focus instead on trying to provide students with an appreciation of how
Winthrop's world differed from theirs, but how at the same time he dealt with issues that
continue to resonate in our own society. In placing his life in the context of the times, Bremer
discusses Winthrop's family life and the challenges of life faced by men, women, and children
in the seventeenth century. The key themes that are integrated into the biographical narrative
are how Winthrop's religion was shaped by the times and in turn how it influenced his family life
and the moral outlook that he brought to his political career; his understanding of society as a
community in which individuals had to subordinate their individual goals to the advancement of
the common good; and his struggle to define where the line needed to be drawn between new
or different ideas that enriched religious and political growth, and those that threatened the
stability of a society.
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