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Iran and Saudi Arabia have had no diplomatic relations.
Bilateral relations between the countries have been strained
over several geo-political issues such as the interpretations of
Islam, aspirations for leadership of the Islamic world. In this
book, you will know that this struggle continues to the present
day, where proxy countries and terrorist groups are used by
Saudi Arabia with Sunni groups like the Muslim Brotherhood,
Hamas, and the so-called Islamic State in Syria and Irag. Iran
also has a militant Shia proxy called Hezbollah that operates
in Shia countries like Iraq and Syria against the Sunni Saudis,
and in Lebanon against Israel. Assad, the President of Syria
is a Shia and Iraq now has a Shia majority government and
many former Iragi army members who were dismissed, have
joined the Sunni so called Islamic State in high military roles
in Iraq and Syria.

First published as: Saudi Arabia and Iran: soft power rivalry in
the Middle East. London: I.B. Tauris & Co Ltd, 2013.

How Iran—and the world around it—have changed in the four
decades since a revolutionary theocracy took power Iran’s
1979 revolution is one of the most important events of the late
twentieth century. The overthrow of the Western-leaning
Shah and the emergence of a unique religious government
reshaped Iran, dramatically shifted the balance of power in
the Middle East and generated serious challenges to the
global geopolitical order—challenges that continue to this day.
The seizure of the U.S. Embassy in Tehran later that same
year and the ensuing hostage crisis resulted in an
acrimonious breach between America and Iran that remains
unresolved to this day. The revolution also precipitated a

calamitous war between Iran ?nd Irag and an expansion of
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the U.S. military’s role in maintaining security in and around
the Persian Gulf. Forty years after the revolution, more than
two dozen experts look back on the rise of the Islamic
Republic and explore what the startling events of 1979
continue to mean for the volatile Middle East as well as the
rest of the world. The authors explore the events of the
revolution itself; whether its promises have been kept or
broken; the impact of clerical rule on ordinary Iranians,
especially women; the continuing antagonism with the United
States; and the repercussions not only for Iran’s immediate
neighborhood but also for the broader Middle East. Complete
with a helpful timeline and suggestions for further reading,
this book helps put the Iranian revolution in historical and
geopolitical perspective, both for experts who have long
studied the Middle East and for curious readers interested in
fallout from the intense turmoil of four decades ago.

The U.S. government classified members of the Mujahedin-e
Khalg (MeK), a cult and designated foreign terrorist
organization that was listed as an enemy force in Iraq, as
civilian protected persons rather than combatant prisoners of
war under the Geneva Conventions. A RAND study of this
controversial decision recommends that MeK members be
repatriated to Iran, which has promised amnesty to the group
and appears to have upheld its commitment.

Iranian-Saudi tensions are at their worst level in decades. Not
only are diplomatic relations broken, but also the two
countries are involved in several proxy wars in the region.
The United States has sided with Saudi Arabia in these
disputes largely because of longstanding strategic ties to
Riyadh and because it sees Iran as a regional threat and a
destabilizing force in the area. However, pursuing a one-sided
policy in this rivalry carries long-term risks for Washington,
because the close embrace of Saudi Arabia's problematic
external and internal polig:ijgesélszuch as the war in Yemen,



denigration of Shia doctrines, and human rights problems,
may have an ill effect against the United States. The one-
sided policy can also alienate the younger generation of
Iranians who want better relations with the United States and
are Iran's future. Hence, this monograph argues that U.S.
policymakers should maneuver with more dexterity through
the Iranian-Saudi rivalry, avoid entanglements in the Sunni-
Shia sectarian conflict, and keep their eye on long-term U.S.
interests, which involve bringing about stability in the
region.The monograph recommends that U.S. policymakers
should devote sufficient time and resources to end the proxy
wars in the region, as a first step toward easing Saudi-Iranian
tensions. It also recommends the facilitation of dialogue
between Saudi Arabia and Iran to air grievances, and come
to some common ground such as non-interference in each
other's internal affairs. Although the current environment may
not seem conducive to such a dialogue, it should be
remembered that relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia
were not always acrimonious, and the two countries have
cooperated in the past. To assuage Saudi concerns that such
a policy might be perceived as a U.S. tilt toward Iran, the
monograph recommends more joint military exercises
between the U.S. and Saudi Arabia militaries as well as the
deployment of U.S. Army's Stability Force Assistance
Brigades (SFAB) to the Saudi kingdom for training and
defensive purposes.

Tehran’s ability to fight by, with and through third parties in
foreign jurisdictions has become a valuable and effective
sovereign capability that gives Iran strategic advantage in the
region. Tehran has possessed a form of this capability since
the Islamic Revolution in 1979, but its potency and
significance have risen sharply in the past decade, to the
point where it has brought Iran more regional influence and
status than either its nucIF%geré?zrsballistic-missile programmes.



The 1ISS Strategic Dossier Iran’s Networks of Influence
provides an understanding of how Iran builds, operates and
uses this capability. Based on original field research, open-
source information and interviews with a range of sources,
the dossier conducts an audit of Iran’s activities in the
principal regional theatres of Iraq, Lebanon, Syria and
Yemen, and its reach into Bahrain, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait.
It includes an examination of Tehran’s nurturing of groups
such as the Houthis in Yemen, the Badr Organisation in Iraq,
Hizbullah in Lebanon and Shia militias in Syria, and details
related to recruitment, weapons supply, logistics and
command-and-control systems. Iran’s Networks of Influence
is intended through objective, fact-based analysis to inform
both policymakers and practitioners, and to stimulate debate
on the wider significance of Iran’s use of third-party partners
and the strategic depth they afford Tehran. The dossier also
examines the advantages that Iran possesses through its
recent experience of conflict, and its ability to mobilise and
deploy sympathetic Shia communities across theatres. In a
time of rising tension in the region, the dossier looks at how
Iran might further develop the use of its partnership capability
and the risks and constraints it might face.

For four decades Saudi Arabia and Iran have vied for
influence in the Muslim world. At the heart of this ongoing
Cold War between Riyadh and Tehran lie the Sunni-Shia
divide, and the two countries' intertwined histories. Saudis
see this as a conflict between Sunni and Shia; Iran's ruling
clerics view it as one between their own Islamic Republic and
an illegitimate monarchy. This foundational schism has
played out in a geopolitical competition for dominance in the
region: Iran has expanded its influence in Syria, Irag and
Lebanon, while Saudi Arabia's hyperactive crown prince,
Muhammad bin Salman, has intervened in Yemen, isolated
Qatar and destabilized Lg%gqgg]. Dilip Hiro examines the toxic



rivalry between the two countries, tracing its roots and asking
whether this Islamic Cold War is likely to end any time soon.
A New York Times Notable Book of 2020 “[A] sweeping and
authoritative history" (The New York Times Book Review),
Black Wave is an unprecedented and ambitious examination
of how the modern Middle East unraveled and why it started
with the pivotal year of 1979. Kim Ghattas seamlessly weaves
together history, geopolitics, and culture to deliver a gripping
read of the largely unexplored story of the rivalry between
between Saudi Arabia and Iran, born from the sparks of the
1979 Iranian revolution and fueled by American policy. With
vivid story-telling, extensive historical research and on-the-
ground reporting, Ghattas dispels accepted truths about a
region she calls home. She explores how Sunni Saudi Arabia
and Shia Iran, once allies and twin pillars of US strategy in
the region, became mortal enemies after 1979. She shows
how they used and distorted religion in a competition that
went well beyond geopolitics. Feeding intolerance,
suppressing cultural expression, and encouraging sectarian
violence from Egypt to Pakistan, the war for cultural
supremacy led to Iran’s fatwa against author Salman
Rushdie, the assassination of countless intellectuals, the birth
of groups like Hezbollah in Lebanon, the September 11th
terrorist attacks, and the rise of ISIS. Ghattas introduces us to
a riveting cast of characters whose lives were upended by the
geopolitical drama over four decades: from the Pakistani
television anchor who defied her country’s dictator, to the
Egyptian novelist thrown in jail for indecent writings all the
way to the murder of journalist Jamal Khashoggi in the Saudi
consulate in Istanbul in 2018. Black Wave is both an intimate
and sweeping history of the region and will significantly alter
perceptions of the Middle East.

This is the deeply reported, riveting account of a war waged
on many levels-military, fFiQ&r%c/:ZiSal, covert-that most don't



realize America has been engaged in for years. For over a
decade, against the backdrop of the Middle East, Central
Asia and the Far East, the United States and Iran have been
engaged in a conflict as significant as it is hidden from view.
Using a combination of economic sanctions, assassinations,
global diplomacy and intelligence work, the United States has
struggled to stabilize and contain what it sees as the most
alarming foreign policy threat we face, while at the same time
Iran has used the overthrow of Saddam Hussein and their
own formidable intelligence networks and proxies to
undermine the United States' foothold in the Middle East.
Through missed opportunities, miscommunication, and
mistrust the two nations periodically moved toward and
backed away from moments of understanding and
compromise. Even as Iran built up their nuclear technologies,
they were eventually brought to the negotiation table under
crushing sanctions. Jay Solomon provides an unprecedented
glimpse into the power struggle that the United States and
Iran are locked into and the machinations that led to a historic
agreement.

As the Middle East descends ever deeper into violence
and chaos, 'sectarianism' has become a catch-all
explanation for the region's troubles. The turmoil is
attributed to 'ancient sectarian differences’, putatively
primordial forces that make violent conflict intractable. In
media and policy discussions, sectarianism has come to
possess trans-historical causal power. This book
trenchantly challenges the lazy use of 'sectarianism' as a
magic-bullet explanation for the region's ills, focusing on
how various conflicts in the Middle East have morphed
from non-sectarian (or cross-sectarian) and nonviolent
movements into sectarian wars. Through multiple case
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studies -- including Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain, Yemen and Kuwait -- this book maps the
dynamics of sectarianisation, exploring not only how but
also why it has taken hold. The contributors examine the
constellation of forces -- from those within societies to
external factors such as the Saudi-Iran rivalry -- that
drive the sectarianisation process and explore how the
region's politics can be de-sectarianised. Featuring
leading scholars -- and including historians,
anthropologists, political scientists and international
relations theorists -- this book will redefine the terms of
debate on one of the most critical issues in international
affairs today.

"It's all here-Islam, the family tree, a sea of oil and
money to match, palace intrigue...This is high drama and
an epic tale." -Tom Brokaw Though Saudi Arabia sits on
one of the richest oil deposits in the world, it also
produced fifteen of the nineteen 9/11 hijackers. In this
iImmensely important book, journalist Robert Lacey
draws on years of access to every circle of Saudi society
giving readers the fullest portrait yet of a land straddling
the worlds of medievalism and modernity. Moving from
the bloody seizure of Mecca's Grand Mosque in 1979,
through the Persian Gulf War, to the delicate U.S.-Saudi
relations in a post 9/11 world, Inside the Kingdom brings
recent history to vivid life and offers a powerful story of a
country learning how not to be at war with itself.

The U.S. has indirectly intervened in international
conflicts on a relatively large scale for decades. Yet little
is known about the immediate usefulness or long-term

effectiveness of contemporary proxy warfare. In cases
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when neither direct involvement nor total disengagement
are viable, proxy warfare is often the best option, or,
rather, the least bad option. Tyrone L. Groh describes
the hazards and undesirable aspects of this strategy, as
well as how to deploy it effectively. Proxy War explores
the circumstances under which indirect warfare works
best, how to evaluate it as a policy option, and the
possible risks and rewards. Groh offers a fresh look at
this strategy, using uncommon and understudied cases
to test the concepts presented. These ten case studies
investigate and illustrate the different types and uses of
proxy war under varying conditions. What arises is a
complete theoretical model of proxy warfare that can be
applied to a wide range of situations. Proxy war is here
to stay and will likely become more common as players
on the international stage increasingly challenge U.S.
dominance, making it more important than ever to
understand how and when to deploy it.

Regardless of its outcome, the Iraq War has had a
transformative effect on the Middle East. To equip U.S.
policymakers to better manage the war's long-term
consequences, the authors analyzed its effects on the
regional balance of power, local perceptions of U.S.
credibility, the domestic stability of neighboring states,
and trends in terrorism after conducting extensive
interviews in the region and drawing from an array of
local media sources.

This report provides information on the ongoing crisis in
Yemen. In 2014, the northern Yemenibased Ansar
Allah/Houthi movement (referred to in this report as "the

Houthis") took over the capital, Sanaa (also commonly
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spelled Sana'a), and in early 2015, advanced southward
from the capital to Aden on the Arabian Sea. In March
2015, after Yemeni President Abdu Rabbu Mansour
Hadi, who had fled to Saudi Arabia, appealed for
international intervention, Saudi Arabia and a hastily
assembled international coalition (referred to in this
report as "the Saudi-led coalition™) launched a military
offensive aimed at restoring Hadi's rule and evicting
Houthi fighters from the capital and other major cities.
Since then, the conflict in Yemen has killed tens of
thousands, caused significant humanitarian suffering,
and has significantly damaged the country's
infrastructure. One U.S.- and European-funded
organization, the Armed Conflict Location & Event Data
Project (ACLED), estimated in October 2019 that more
than 100,000 Yemenis have been killed since 2015.
Despite multiple attempts by the United Nations (U.N.) to
broker a cease-fire that would lead to a comprehensive
settlement of the conflict, the parties themselves
continue to hinder diplomatic progress. In December
2018, the Special Envoy of the U.N. Secretary-General
for Yemen, Martin Griffiths, brokered a cease-fire, known
as the Stockholm Agreement, centered on the besieged
Red Sea port city of Hudaydah. Over a year later, the
agreement remains unfulfilled and, though fighting
around Hudaydah has subsided, other fronts have
intensified. Parallel initiatives to secure the western city
of Taiz and exchange prisoners also remain to be
implemented. Although media coverage of the 2015
Saudi-led intervention tended to focus on the binary

nature of the war (the Saudi-led coalition versus the
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Houthis), there actually have been a multitude of
combatants whose alliances and loyalties have been
somewhat fluid. In summer 2019 in southern Yemen,
long-simmering tensions between the internationally
recognized Republic of Yemen government (ROYG) and
the separatist Southern Transitional Council (STC) boiled
over, leading to open warfare between the local allies of
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. Many
foreign observers have denounced human rights
violations that they charge have been committed by all
parties to the conflict. In the United States and some
European countries, there has been vociferous
opposition to coalition air strikes that hit civilian targets.
Congress has debated and enacted some legislation to
limit U.S. support for the coalition, while some Members
have highlighted Iran's support for the Houthis as a
major factor in Yemen's destabilization. The Trump
Administration opposes congressional efforts to restrain
U.S. support for Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates and continues to call for a comprehensive
settlement to the conflict in line with relevant U.N.
Security Council resolutions and other international
initiatives. For several years, Yemen has been
considered the worst humanitarian crisis in the world,
and public health experts warn that the COVID-19
pandemic may have significant negative effects on
Yemen's vulnerable population. Half of the country's
medical facilities are either closed or partially functioning
due to damage from the war, neglect, or lack of basic
infrastructure such as running water and electricity. In

war-torn Taiz, Yemen's third largest city, all hospitals
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combined possess four ventilators. Nationwide, Yemen
has several hundred ventilators to serve a population of
30 million. Since 2015, the United States has provided
over $2.4 billion in emergency humanitarian aid for
Yemen.

The Syrian conflict is a war of a new type, with many
dimensions, strategic goals and rivalries, one of which is
the regional struggle between Saudi Arabia and Iran.
This rivalry is part of wider ideological and military
conflict between Western imperialism allied with Zionism
to defeat the Syrian government, and Hezbollah, Syria
and Iran which comprise of the 'Axis of Resistance'. This
is a quest to achieve regional domination. This question
of the regional rivalry between Saudi Arabia and Iran is
central to understanding the nature and dynamics of the
Syrian conflict and has mostly been overlooked in
serious analysis of the war. Rather, any other analysis
has focused on a Sunni-Shi'ite division, but what this
book explores, is that the underlying rivalry has far
deeper roots incorporating imperialism, regional
hegemony and resource rivalry.

The first book to examine the interwar period origins of
the present-day Arab-Iranian conflict.

This monograph examines the conflicts in the Middle
East region between Saudi Arabia and Iran and the so-
called proxy wars that are being fought between them,
and discusses ways that the United States needs to
maneuver carefully in this struggle to preserve its long-
term interests in the area. Although Washington has
political, economic, and strategic equities with Riyadh, it

needs to think carefully about being perceived as
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engaging in sectarian strife that would alienate Shia
allies in Irag, show bias in its human rights policy, and
anger millions of Iranian young people who want better
relations with the United States.

Hostile relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia are a
major contributing factor to political instability in the
Middle East. This book argues that rapprochement
between Tehran and Riyadh is possible and delves into
the complexities of managing their long-standing conflict.
By interviewing scholars and former policy makers from
the Gulf region and abroad, the author draws out the
core themes, strategies, and dynamics of the conflict
since the American invasion of Iraq in 2003 to form a
basis of an agenda for achieving peace. The result is a
fresh perspective on a dangerous and unpredictable rift
that affects not only its primary parties - Iran and Saudi
Arabia - but also the geopolitics, economic stability and
civil wars of the wider Middle Eastern region.

An insider's account of the often-fraught U.S.-Saudi
relationship Saudi Arabia and the United States have
been partners since 1943, when President Roosevelt
met with two future Saudi monarchs. Subsequent U.S.
presidents have had direct relationships with those kings
and their successors—setting the tone for a special
partnership between an absolute monarchy with a
unique Islamic identity and the world's most powerful
democracy. Although based in large part on economic
interests, the U.S.-Saudi relationship has rarely been
smooth. Differences over Israel have caused friction
since the early days, and ambiguities about Saudi

involvement—or lack of it—in the September 11 terrorist
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attacks against the United States continue to haunt the
relationship. Now, both countries have new, still-to be-
tested leaders in President Trump and King Salman.
Bruce Riedel for decades has followed these kings and
presidents during his career at the CIA, the White House,
and Brookings. This book offers an insider's account of
the U.S.-Saudi relationship, with unique insights. Using
declassified documents, memoirs by both Saudis and
Americans, and eyewitness accounts, this book takes
the reader inside the royal palaces, the holy cities, and
the White House to gain an understanding of this
complex partnership.

"Stunning. Sean McFate is a new Sun Tzu." -Admiral
James Stavridis (retired), former Supreme Allied
Commander at NATO An Economist Book of the Year
2019 Some of the principles of warfare are ancient,
others are new, but all described in The New Rules of
War will permanently shape war now and in the future.
By following them Sean McFate argues, we can prevail.
But if we do not, terrorists, rogue states, and others who
do not fight conventionally will succeed—and rule the
world. The New Rules of War is an urgent, fascinating
exploration of war—past, present and future—and what we
must do if we want to win today from an 82nd Airborne
veteran, former private military contractor, and professor
of war studies at the National Defense University. War is
timeless. Some things change—weapons, tactics,
technology, leadership, objectives—but our desire to go
into battle does not. We are living in the age of Durable
Disorder—a period of unrest created by numerous

factors: China’s rise, Russia’s resurgence, America’s
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retreat, global terrorism, international criminal empires,
climate change, dwindling natural resources, and bloody
civil wars. Sean McFate has been on the front lines of
deep state conflicts and has studied and taught the
history and practice of war. He's seen firsthand the
horrors of battle and understands the depth and
complexity of the current global military situation. This
devastating turmoil has given rise to difficult questions.
What is the future of war? How can we survive? If
Americans are drawn into major armed conflict, can we
win? McFate calls upon the legends of military study Carl
von Clausewitz, Sun Tzu, and others, as well as his own
experience, and carefully constructs the new rules for the
future of military engagement, the ways we can fight and
win in an age of entropy: one where corporations,
mercenaries, and rogue states have more power and
‘nation states’ have less. With examples from the
Roman conquest, World War Il, Vietnam, Afghanistan
and others, he tackles the differences between
conventional and future war, the danger in believing that
technology will save us, the genuine leverage of
psychological and ‘shadow’ warfare, and much more.
McFate’s new rules distill the essence of war today,
describing what it is in the real world, not what we
believe or wish it to be.

UK ties with Saudi Arabia and the other Gulf monarchies
are under the spotlight as never before. Huge
controversy surrounds Britain’s alliances with these
deeply repressive regimes, and the UK’s key supporting
role in the disastrous Saudi-led intervention in Yemen
has lent added urgency to the debate. What lies behind
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the British government’s decision to place politics before
principles in the Gulf? Why have Anglo-Arabian relations
grown even closer in recent years, despite ongoing,
egregious human rights violations? In this ground-
breaking analysis, David Wearing argues that the Gulf
Arab monarchies constitute the UK’s most important
and lucrative alliances in the global south. They are
central both to the British government’s ambitions to
retain its status in the world system, and to its post-Brexit
economic strategy. Exploring the complex and
intertwined structures of UK-Gulf relations in trade and
investment, arms sales and military cooperation, and
energy, Wearing shines a light on the shocking lengths
to which the British state has gone in order to support
these regimes. As these issues continue to make the
headlines, this book lifts the lid on ‘AngloArabia’ and
what's at stake for both sides.

In the tradition of Shattered and Game Change,
Washington Post columnist Jennifer Rubin provides an
insider's look at how women across the political
spectrum carried a revolution to the ballot box and
defeated Donald Trump, based on interviews with key
figures such as Kamala Harris, Amy Klobuchar, Stacey
Abrams, Nancy Pelosi, and many more. In a compelling
narrative, bookended by Donald Trump's 2016 victory
and his 2020 defeat, Rubin delivers an absorbing
analysis of the women's counter-Trump revolution.
Resistance tracks a set of dynamic women voters,
activists and politicians who rose up when Donald Trump
took the White House and fundamentally changed the

political landscape. From the first Women's March the
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day after Trump's inauguration to the Blue Wave in the
2018 midterms to the flood of female presidential
candidates in 2020 to the inauguration of Kamala Hatrris,
women from across the ideological spectrum entered the
political arena and became energized in a way America
had not witnessed in decades. They marched, they
organized, they donated vast sums of cash, they ran for
office, they made new alliances. And they defeated
Donald Trump. Democratic women candidates learned
that they could win in large numbers, even in red
districts. Black women voters in 2020 surged in Georgia
and in suburbs in key swing states. Women across the
country voted in greater numbers than in any previous
election, flipped the Senate, and ensured victory for the
first female Vice President in the nation's history. While
Democrats recorded impressive victories, Republican
women delivered critical victories of their own. From the
White House to Congress, from activists to protestors,
from liberals to conservatives, Resistance delivers the
first comprehensive portrait of women's historic political
surge provoked by the horror of President Trump. This is
the indelible story of how American women transformed
their own lives, vanquished Trump, secured
unprecedented positions of power and redefined US
politics decades to come. Resistance is essential reading
for understanding the most important election in
American history and the role women played in
redesigning modern politics.

The respective policies of the governments of Iran and
Pakistan pose serious challenges to US interests in the

Middle East, Asia and beyond. These two regional
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powers, with a combined population of around 300
million, have been historically intertwined in various
cultural, religious and political ways. Iran was the first
country to recognise the emerging independent state of
Pakistan in 1947 and the Shah of Iran was the first head
of state to visit the new nation. While this relationship
shifted following the 1979 Iranian Revolution, and
tensions do exist between Sunni Pakistan and Shi'i Iran,
there has nevertheless been a history of cooperation
between the two countries in fields that are of great
strategic interest to the US: Afghanistan, nuclear
proliferation and terrorism. Yet much of this history of
cooperation, conflict and ongoing interactions remains
unexplored. Alex Vatanka here presents the first
comprehensive analysis of this long-standing and
complex relationship

The bestselling author of Overthrow offers a new and
surprising vision for rebuilding America's strategic
partnerships in the Middle East What can the United
States do to help realize its dream of a peaceful,
democratic Middle East? Stephen Kinzer offers a
surprising answer in this paradigm-shifting book. Two
countries in the region, he argues, are America's logical
partners in the twenty-first century: Turkey and Iran.
Besides proposing this new "power triangle," Kinzer also
recommends that the United States reshape relations
with its two traditional Middle East allies, Israel and
Saudi Arabia. This book provides a penetrating, timely
critique of America's approach to the world's most
volatile region, and offers a startling alternative. Kinzer is

a master storyteller with an eye for grand characters and
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illuminating historical detail. In this book he introduces us
to larger-than-life figures, like a Nebraska schoolteacher
who became a martyr to democracy in Iran, a Turkish
radical who transformed his country and Islam forever,
and a colorful parade of princes, politicians, women of
the world, spies, oppressors, liberators, and dreamers.
Kinzer's provocative new view of the Middle East is the
rare book that will richly entertain while moving a vital
policy debate beyond the stale alternatives of the last
fifty years.

For much of the last half century, the Middle East and
North Africa (MENA) has seemed the outlier in global
peace. Today Iraq, Libya, Israel/Palestine, Yemen, and
Syria are not just countries, but synonyms for prolonged
and brutal wars. But why is MENA so exceptionally
violent? More importantly, can it change? Exploring the
causes and consequences of wars and conflicts in this
troubled region, Ariel Ahram helps readers answer these
guestions. In Part I, Ahram shows how MENA'’s conflicts
evolved with the formation of its states. Violence varied
from civil wars and insurgencies to traditional interstate
conflicts and affected some countries more frequently
than others. The strategies rulers employed to stay in
power constrained how they recruited, trained, and
equipped their armies. Part Il explores dynamics that
trap the region in conflict—oil dependence, geopolitical
interference, and embedded identity cleavages. The
catastrophic wars of the 2010s reflect the confounding
effects of these traps, culminating in state collapse and
intervention from the US and Russia, as well as regional
powers like Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE. Finally,
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Ahram considers the possibilities of peace, highlighting
the disjuncture between local peacebuilding and national
and internationally-backed mediation. War and Conflict in
the Middle East and North Africa will be an essential
resource for students of peace and security studies and
MENA politics, and anyone wanting to move beyond
headlines and soundbites to understand the historical
and social roots of MENA's conflicts.

Saudi Arabia and Iran have often behaved as serious
rivals for influence in the Middle East and especially the
Gulf area since at least Iran's 1979 Islamic Revolution
and the 1980-88 Iran-lraqg War. While both nations define
themselves as Islamic, the differences between their
foreign policies could hardly be more dramatic. In most
respects, Saudi Arabia is a regional status quo power,
while Iran often seeks revolutionary change throughout
the Gulf area and the wider Middle East with varying
degrees of intensity. Saudi Arabia also has strong ties
with Western nations, while Iran views the United States
as its most dangerous enemy. Perhaps the most
important difference between the two nations is that
Saudi Arabia is a conservative Sunni Muslim Arab state,
while Iran is a Shi'ite state whose senior politicians often
view their country as the defender and natural leader of
Shi'ites throughout the region. The rivalry between
Riyadh and Tehran has been reflected in the politics of a
number of regional states where these two powers
exercise influence including Iraq, Lebanon, Syria, Egypt,
Bahrain and others.The 2011 wave of pro-democracy
and anti-regime protests known as the "Arab Spring"

introduced new concerns for both Saudi Arabia and Iran
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to consider within the framework of their regional
priorities. The Saudi-Iranian rivalry is therefore likely to
intensify as a central feature in the Middle Eastern
security landscape that reaches into both the Gulf region
and the Arab-Israeli theater. This is a reality that will
touch upon the interests of the United States in a number
of situations. In many instances, Saudi opposition to Iran
will serve U.S. interests, but this will not occur under all
circumstances. Saudi Arabia remains a deeply anti-
revolutionary state with values and priorities which
sometimes overlap with those of Washington on matters
of strategic interest and often conflict over matters of
reform and democracy for other Middle Eastern states.
Additionally, in seeking to support Middle Eastern
stability, the United States must be prepared to mediate
between Riyadh and Baghdad, and thereby help to limit
Iranian efforts to insert itself into Iraqi politics.

Turkey is a rising regional and global power facing, as is
the United States, the challenges of political transitions in
the Middle East, bloodshed in Syria, and Iran's pursuit of
nuclear weapons. As a result, it is incumbent upon the
leaders of the United States and Turkey to define a new
partnership "in order to make a strategic relationship a
reality,"” says a new Council on Foreign Relations
(CFR)-sponsored Independent Task Force.

This book analyzes the impact and relevance of the Syrian
crisis on regional and international relations. Developing into
a proxy war, the Syrian crisis has been a battleground for
regional dominance. It has also created an opportunity for
new states to emerge on the world affairs scene. Russia, for
instance, had been keeping a low profile since the fall of the
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Soviet Union, but took a leading role in the Syrian crisis
reasserting itself against the West regionally. The Syrian
crisis has also been a catalyst in reshaping many interstate
relations and allowing countries such as Russia, Iran, Turkey
and China to play an increasingly important geopolitical role.
There have been many international ramifications to the
Syrian crisis. While the crisis led to an Iranian-Russian
rapprochement, it was also a catalyst to more cooperation
between Russia and Saudi Arabia; more importantly, it also
forced states with opposing views about the crisis -- Turkey,
Iran and Russia -- to forge an alliance. Further, the crisis
created tensions between the US and Turkey with China on
the one hand balancing its interests between the Gulf and
Iran whilst focusing on its ambitious Belt and Road Initiative
and trying on the other hand to contain Islamic militancy in
Syria. The book looks at issues that are usually ignored when
discussing Syria such as the strategic control over its
hydrocarbon resources, as well as the power of propaganda
in portraying realities. It features the use of non-state actors
by regional competing powers and the role of local councils in
stabilizing the country. The edited volume brings together
contributions by authors with different backgrounds who
present conflicting views reflecting the divergence between
the various stakeholders about the Syrian crisis.

The mesmerizing story of two countries caught in history
whose rivalry can destroy the world or restore its peace, this
is the first book to untangle the complex relationship of Saudi
Arabia and Iran by rejecting heated rhetoric and looking at the
real roots of the issue to promise pathways to peace.

After a million deaths and twice that number injured, after the
destruction of much of the infrastructure of Iran and Iraq,
disruption of trade throughout the Gulf and the involvement of
the USA and USSR, was the Gulf War a pointless exercise, a

futile conflict which achieved nothing and left the combatants
Page 21/25



at the end of it all back in exactly the same position from
which they started in 19807 In this book, first published in
1989, the authors argue that the lack of territorial gain was
irrelevant: the real advantages won by each side were far
more important, intangible though they were. For Iran, the
channelling of the energies of her people away from domestic
concerns meant the continuation of the Islamic revolution and
ensured the stability of the mullahs. In Iraq, the war propped
up the increasingly shaky regime of Saddam Hussein. The
outside world, especially the superpowers, was terrified of the
spread of Muslim fundamentalism, so made no effort to
prevent Iraq from trying to halt this spread. But Israel, Saudi
Arabia, Syria and the oil states also had vested interests in
promoting the continuation of the war.
Taking the friendly relations, at various times, between the
United States and Iran, Israel, and Saudi Arabia as case
studies, Miglietta (political science, Tennessee State U.)
examines and critiques the development of U.S. alliance
strategy during the Cold War and beyond. American alliance
policy was forged in the crucible of the rivalry with the Soviet
Union and it is suggested that the collection of alliances was
considered a zero- sum game with the communist enemy.
Too often, appeasing the needs of the ally was viewed as
crucial for maintaining American credibility, argues Miglietta.
Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR.
Title first published in 2003. In this insightful book, the authors
explore Turkey's role within a globalizing world and, as a new
century unfolds, examine a nation at the crossroads of both
time and space within the international political order.
Chapters consider Turkey's policy history, its prospects and
policy issues and discuss them with positive alternatives
outlined for Turkish policy-makers and the academics who
examine them.
This book analyzes the historical quest of the Islamic
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Republic of Iran to export its revolution to the Muslim
countries in the Middle East and beyond. The authors argue
that Iran exported its revolution by using proxies such as
Hezbollah, the Iragi Shite militias, and the Houthis. The study
unravels the casual chain behind less-known cases of Iranian
sponsorship of al Qaeda (Central) and al Qaida in Iraqg. It
combines rigorous theory with detailed empirical analysis
which can add to the current debate about ways to roll back
Iran’s revolutionary export.

The author argues that to attain enduring peace and stability,
post-revolution states must engage in inclusive national
reconciliation processes which include a national dialogue, a
truth seeking effort, the reparation of victims' past injuries,
dealing with the former regime, and institutional reform.
Women, civil society, and tribes, among other social forces,
can support the transition process.

"Europe’s relationships with the six Arab Gulf states that
make up the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) have failed to
keep up with their increasing importance"--Publisher's
description.

"Yemen faces a difficult struggle for unity and sovereignty due
to the proxy war waged within its borders between Iran and
Saudi Arabia. The current struggle in Yemen reflects
important elements of all the conflicts in the region. The
Yemeni people have a rich and turbulent history that
precedes the existence of modern day Saudi Arabia. The
territory has suffered division, experienced richness, and
poverty, and shared tribal ties with its neighbors. Today, the
people of Yemen are suffering through a humanitarian
catastrophe exacerbated by the current conflict. The US
cannot sit by and do nothing, but the United States must
carefully plan any action toward this wicked problem very
carefully. The United States must strengthen its alliances with

moderate Muslim nationsij and stop the perceived threat of an
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Iranian controlled 'Shia Crescent.’ It is in the best interest of
the region and the United States to bolster ties with Saudi
Arabia, augment moderate Muslim voices, work through
Muslim partners for credibility, and stem the current wave of
human suffering. Through these actions, the US can stem the
perceived spread of Iranian control, and work for stability in
Yemen and the region"--Abstract.

The current military situation in Taiz is a stalemate
between the Houthis and a diverse, loosely formed
coalition of anti-Houthi groups. Foreign powers play
an important role in the conflict by seeking to impose
their own goals through sponsorship of armed
factions and political groups. As a strategic location
abutting Saudi Arabia’s southern border and the
shipping lanes of the Red Sea, Yemen holds
importance for several foreign powers’ regional
agendas. This has led many commentators to
analyze the conflict through the lens of proxy
warfare. Yet this lens can easily misrepresent the
war as one in which Saudi Arabia, the Gulf States,
and Iran move their proxies like chess pieces
seeking comparative advantage, while also reducing
the war as a whole to these movements. It is not
only a matter of misdiagnosing the dynamics
involved; framing the conflict as primarily a proxy war
between Iran and Saudi Arabia complicates efforts to
resolve the conflict. The framing provides strategic
advantages for many of the belligerent parties who
use it to fuel their war efforts. The narrative itself

further internationalizes the conflict, obscuring the
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essential nature of the war in Yemen, which is at
heart an internal Yemeni political conflict.

Iran and Saudi ArabiaTaming a Chaotic
ConflictEdinburgh University Press

Reveals the covert agreements that prompted
America's decision to switch allegiance from Iran to
Saudi Arabia as a dominant Middle-East oil supplier,
citing the contributions of key players from Richard
Nixon and Henry Kissinger to the Shah and Gerald
Ford while explaining how choices in the 1970s set
the stage for Iran's Islamic revolution.

The authors analyze the prospect that Iran will
further invest in Yemen's Houthis and develop them
into an enduring proxy group. The authors examine
the history, current relations and trajectory, and
possible future of the Houthi-Iran relationship.
Effective strategic thinking requires a clear
understanding of one's external environment. Each
organization has a unique environment, but as Ross
Harrison explains in Strategic Thinking in 3D, any
environment-whether in the fields of national
security, foreign policy, or business-has three
dimensions: systems, opponents, and groups.
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