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Can something as simple as friendship have a transformative impact in a divided
world? Through a series of richly textured historical portraits and reflections on personal
experience, this book shows that boundary-crossing friendships in Christian mission
have shaped theologies, built organizations and partnerships, facilitated mission work,
and changed attitudes and ways of thinking. This is true in settings as varied as
eighteenth-century French women's work, twentieth-century urban Boston, colonial
India, the Jim Crow South, and twentieth-century rural Congo. In all these settings and
more, friendship has mattered. Boundary-crossing friendships are, however, not easy.
Despite their power, such friendships are complicated by race, gender, ability, class,
nationality, and other elements of identity, as this book also demonstrates. Friendships
are not immune from the divisions in the world, nor a simple cure-all for them. Still,
friendship stands as a powerful testimony to the gospel. Therefore, the book calls for
more attention to friendship in the study of mission history and more living out of
friendship as a practice of mission. In this way, this book pays honor to Dr. Dana L.
Robert as a pre-eminent mission scholar and exemplary friend and mentor to others in
the fields of missiology and world Christianity.
This is a textbook for college and university classes in discipline-based composition.
Grounded in contemporary genre theory, this text provides practical ideas about how to
develop a sophisticated research paper. It respectfully addresses undergraduate
students as apprentice scholars, thus departing from journalistic approaches to
composition. Designs for Disciplines contains ample instructional commentary, and is
also a reader. In most cases, discussion material in each chapter is supplemented by a
selection of sample essays.
Here is a fresh look at how science contributes to the bigger picture of human
flourishing, through a collage of science and philosophy, richly illustrated by the
authors' own experience and personal reflection. They survey the territory of
fundamental physics, machine learning, philosophy of human identity, evolutionary
biology, miracles, arguments from design, naturalism, the history of ideas, and more.
The natural world can be appreciated not only for itself, but also as an eloquent
gesture, a narrative and a pointer beyond itself. Our human journey is not to a theorem
or a treatise, but to a meeting which encompasses all our capacities. In this meeting,
science is the way to find out about the structure of the physical world of which we are a
part, not a means to reduce ourselves and our fellow human beings to mere objects of
scrutiny, and still less to attempt the utterly futile exercise of trying to do that to God.
We have intellectual permission to be open to the notion that God can be trusted and
known. The material world encourages an open-hearted reaching out to something
more, with a freedom to seek and to be received by what lies beyond the scope of
purely impersonal descriptions and attitudes.
SCOTT (copy 1) From the John Holmes Library collection.
"With commentaries by Hans K©?ng and Karl-Joseph Kuschel"--Cover. Commentaries
translated from: Erkl©Þrung zum Weltethos. Includes bibliographical references.
Proceedings, 1957-1974; with introduction.

This volume provides a wide range of research on the psychological and
sociological aspects of spirituality and religiousness. Volume 19 also contains a
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special section focusing on issues related to adolescent spirituality.
One of the most original thinkers on the role of religion in the modern
world—author of such acclaimed books as A History of God, Islam, and
Buddha—now gives us an impassioned and practical book that can help us make
the world a more compassionate place. Karen Armstrong believes that while
compassion is intrinsic in all human beings, each of us needs to work diligently to
cultivate and expand our capacity for compassion. Here, in this straightforward,
thoughtful, and thought-provoking book, she sets out a program that can lead us
toward a more compassionate life. The twelve steps Armstrong suggests begin
with “Learn About Compassion” and close with “Love Your Enemies.” In
between, she takes up “compassion for yourself,” mindfulness, suffering,
sympathetic joy, the limits of our knowledge of others, and “concern for
everybody.” She suggests concrete ways of enhancing our compassion and
putting it into action in our everyday lives, and provides, as well, a reading list to
encourage us to “hear one another’s narratives.” Throughout, Armstrong makes
clear that a compassionate life is not a matter of only heart or mind but a
deliberate and often life-altering commingling of the two.
"The practice of deep hospitality can help us step into a more vital, vibrant
embrace of this great adventure we call life-which includes our relationship with
God, however you might define God. ... It is an invitation to walk through life with
a liberating posture of receptivity, reverence, and generosity."
Invitation to World ReligionsOxford University Press, USA
Addressing religion and feminism on a global scale, this unprecedented book
contains a nuanced and fine-tuned treatment of seven of the world’s religions
from a feminist perspective by leading women scholars. Feminism and World
Religions contains chapters on Hinduism by Vasudha Narayanan, Buddhism by
Rita M. Gross, Confucianism by Terry Woo, Taoism by Karen McLaughlin and
Eva Wong, Judaism by Ellen M. Umansky, Christianity by Rosemary Radford
Ruether, and Islam by Riffat Hassan, along with a general introduction and a
postscript by Katherine K. Young and a preface by Arvind Sharma. The fact that
these authors share a dual but undivided commitment both to themselves as
women and to their traditions as adherents imparts to their voices a prophetic
quality, and if Mahatma Gandhi is to be believed, even scriptural value.
From the introduction by the renowned Archbishop Desmond Tutu and his
daughter the Rev. Mpho Tutu to the Epilogue by His Holiness the Dalai Lama,
this magnificent volume explores the birthplaces of the five great religions and
follows them as they spread around the globe, defining the role of faith in human
life and culture over the ages. Witness the births of Hinduism and Buddhism in
India, and of the three great monotheistic religions-Judaism, Christianity, and
Islam-in the Middle East. Then trace their paths to the 21st century. A fascinating
history of worship unfolds, beginning with simple rituals inspired by the early
humans' awe of nature and evolving through millennia into sophisticated beliefs,
rich scriptures, and elaborate traditions. Highlighted by 200 illustrationsPage 2/6
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unforgettable photographs, informative maps, and stunning examples of sacred
art from all over the globe-every page of this elegant, eloquent book brings new
understanding both of the unique roots of the world's great religions and of the
universal principles they share, all the more timely in this era when our world is
divided by conflict, often stemming from differences in faith. Here are the great
figures-a creator god common to all, even the earliest tribal beliefs, and the
teachers and prophets: Buddha, Abraham, Moses, Jesus, Muhammad. Witness
their teachings, along with the holy places where they flourished and the age-old
observances that mark their traditions, from the Hindu ritual bathing in the
Ganges before prayer to the Muslim hajj to Mecca, from the Jewish Passover
seder to the Christian celebration of Christ's Resurrection. Here too are excerpts
from each religion's texts, and evocative essays by eminent scholars on what
their faith means to them and how it has shaped their view of life. In all,
Geography of Religion reveals a vivid map of the paths we follow toward a higher
truth. The Geography of Religion is an invitation to understand the great religions
of the world. This gorgeously illustrated book is an authoritative text that portrays
the great religions of humankind with vivid photographs, tracing each from its
ancient roots to its role in modern life. Eminent scholars share the faiths they
have lived and studied. For each of 5 major religions, explore the landscapes,
areas, and cultures where these faiths took hold and flourished. See them spread
around the world, survive conflict, and translate into other enduring faiths based
on their geographic location and cultures. Learn what it means to be a Hindu and
bathe in the sacred Ganges; for a Buddhist to revere a statue of the Enlightened
One; for a Muslim to trek to Mecca; for Christian martyrs to welcome death.
Beautiful maps, photographs, and art illuminate the history of each religion.
Globalization has taken the world by storm and has facilitated the unprecedented migrations of
the peoples of this world. Whether we like it or not, we will meet foreigners in our communities,
schools, universities, buses, and other public places. But, when people migrate they take their
religions with them. If people of different religious traditions are to live side by side amicably,
interfaith dialogue becomes imperative. But, for people to be able to speak about their own
religions with enlightenment and listen to other people's religious beliefs with respect, they
must have some basic knowledge of how faiths and believers operate because for some
people, religion is inseparably intertwined with their economics, politics, and everyday lives.
This book clearly and concisely introduces religious studies to the reader. It makes a strong
case for the quest and study of world religions and explores the challenges, controversies, and
methodological issues in the study of religions. It also explores other pertinent religious issues
such as beliefs, rituals, myths, sacredness, morality, the problem of evil, and interreligious
dialogue. Although written from a classroom perspective, this book can be useful to any reader
who would like to acquire knowledge of religious issues.
In this the third edition of Jacob Neusner's basic, accessible, and proven guide to the world's
religions as they are practiced in America, new chapters explore the Church of Scientology,
Nature Religions, and the Baha'i faith. In addition, the chapter on Islam in America has been
expanded. Each chapter includes study questions, essay topics, and suggestions for further
reading.
The fourth edition of World Religions in America continues its lauded tradition of providing
students with reliable and nuanced information about America's religious diversity, while also
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reflecting new developments and ideas. Each chapter was updated to reflect important
changes and events, and current statistics and information. New features include a timeline of
key events and people for each tradition, sidebars on major movements or controversies,
personal stories from members of various faiths, a theme-based organization of subjects, more
subheads, three new chapters exploring America's increasing religious diversity, and
suggestions for further study.
"Research in the Social Scientific Study of Religion" (RSSSR) publishes reports of innovative
studies that pertain empirically or theoretically to the scientific study of religion, including
spirituality, regardless of their academic discipline or professional orientation. RSSSR is
published annually with the kind support of Loyola College, Maryland, USA. This volume of
RSSSR contains several articles on spiritual development among adolescents, spiritual
transcendence, Jung and pastoral counseling and spirituality and religiosity. In addition to this,
a special section of nine articles is devoted to several aspects of positive psychology and its
usage in practice.
The three-volume project 'Concepts and Methods for the Study of Chinese Religions' is a
timely review of the history of the study of Chinese religions, reconsiders the present state of
analytical and methodological theories, and initiates a new chapter in the methodology of the
field itself. The three volumes raise interdisciplinary and cross-tradition debates, and engage
methodologies for the study of East Asian religions with Western voices in an active and
constructive manner. Within the overall project, this volume addresses the intellectual history
and formation of critical concepts that are foundational to the Chinese religious landscape.
These concepts include lineage, scripture, education, discipline, religion, science and
scientism, sustainability, law and rites, and the religious sphere. With these topics and
approaches, this volume serves as a reference for graduate students and scholars interested
in Chinese religions, the modern cultural and intellectual history of China (including mainland
China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Chinese communities overseas), intellectual and material
history, and the global academic discourse of critical concepts in the study of religions.
Seven Testaments is volume one of a trilogy, introducing and supplementing the already
popular academic texts, Three Testaments: Torah Gospel and Quran (2012) and Four
Testaments: Tao Te Ching, Analects, Dhammapada, Bhagavad Gita (2016). Organized in
three parts, Seven Testaments will cover the foundations of how these testaments were
formed, the essence of each one of the testaments and a section of primary source documents
that frames the testaments in a modern setting.
Adam Hamilton, named by PBS’s Religion and Ethics Newsweekly as one of the top “Ten
People to Watch,” has created an inviting new series of video-and-book studies on love and
marriage, life issues, world religions, and Christian denominations. Hamilton calls these smallgroup studies “fishing expeditions,” because they include tools for congregation wide and
communitywide programs to draw in new members. Components include DVD, participant’s
book, leader’s guide, and pastor’s guide with CD-ROM. 6-8 sessions / 60-90 minutes
Christianity and World Religions: Wrestling With Questions People Ask is a video-based smallgroup study and outreach program that explores four major world religions- Hinduism,
Buddhism, Islam, and Judaism – and compares the beliefs of each with those of Christianity.
This six-week study deals openly and honestly with questions people ask about other religions,
including why we should believe the claims of Christianity over those of other faiths. As part of
the study, author and presenter Adam Hamilton interviews a religious leader from each
tradition. He treats the world religions with great respect, recognizing the unique contributions
of each. In examining these major world religions and the beliefs of their followers, the
Reverend Hamilton urges us as Christians to build bridges with others so that we might grow in
our faith, seek peace in our world, love our neighbor, and find positive ways to share the
gospel. For group or individual study, the book can be used by class participants during the
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study group meeting or at home for additional reflection. Includes detailed content for the six
sessions. For more information about Adam Hamilton's studies, go to
www.adamhamilton.cokesbury.com.
The twenty-third volume of RSSSR includes a landmark collection of papers on Theism and
Non-Theism in Psychological Science, as well as papers on other key areas in the study of
religion such as spirituality and social capital.
With stories from her personal life and her experience as a spiritual director, Rev. Jane
Vennard illustrates the joys and frustrations of spiritual practice, with insights from various
religious traditions and exercises and meditations for your journey.
Particularly suited for young people, this book brings spiritual laws to life through engaging
stories and anecdotes. Wisdom from World Religions: Pathways toward Heaven on Earth is
designed to offer people of all ages and all nations an opportunity to learn more about the
laws, principles, and teachings of a variety of religions worldwide.Every religion has an
assemblage of acknowledged spiritual ideas or truths, often recorded in sacred scripture and
literature and practiced in the accumulated teachings and traditions of many generations. This
book offers a selection of readings from the teachings of Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism,
Hinduism, Islam, Jainism, Judaism, Persian, Native American, Sikhism, Taoism, Zen, and
Zoroastrianism. Included are modern-day and ancient parables, disciplines, and quotations
that may advocate beneficial growth opportunities for inquiring and open minds.Wisdom from
World Religions is a book whose contents can be read, considered, studied, absorbed, and
practiced. It encourages readers to explore the spiritual life through thought-provoking
questions, such as: How do we move toward experiencing "heaven on earth" as a way of life?
What is the purpose for humans and what is human purpose? How can we be agents of
divinity through unlimited love and creativity? Uplifting and instructional, Wisdom from World
Religions will be treasured by all.
The twenty-fourth volume of RSSSR includes a landmark collection of papers on religion,
spirituality, and health, as well as papers on other key areas in the study of religion such as
spirituality and faith development.
"Featuring a unique, consistent, and modular chapter structure and numerous pedagogical
features, Invitation to World Religions, Fourth Edition, invites students to explore the world's
great religions with respect and a sense of wonder. The authors also encourage students to
develop an appreciation for what religious beliefs and practices actually mean to their
adherents"--

Those who anticipated the demise of religion and the advent of a peaceful,
secularized global village have seen the last two decades confound their
predictions. René Girard’s mimetic theory is a key to understanding the new
challenges posed by our world of resurgent violence and pluralistic cultures and
traditions. Girard sought to explain how the Judeo-Christian narrative exposes a
founding murder at the origin of human civilization and demystifies the bloody
sacrifices of archaic religions. Meanwhile, his book Sacrifice, a reading of conflict
and sacrificial resolution in the Vedic Brahmanas, suggests that mimetic theory’s
insights also resonate with several non-Western religious and spiritual traditions.
This volume collects engagements with Girard by scholars of Judaism,
Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism and situates them within
contemporary theology, philosophy, and religious studies.
This book published by Advaita Ashrama, a publication house of Ramakrishna
Math, Belur Math, gives the reader an overview of the Parliament of Religions
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held in Chicago in 1893. Also presented here are some of the speeches of the
delegates which reflect the myriad rays of human thought emanating from the
different religions of the world. Needless to say, special stress has been laid on
Swami Vivekananda’s participation in the Parliament and his stupendous
success which paved the way for a greater harmony between followers of all the
religions of the world.
This book codifies, describes, and contextualizes group rituals and individual
practices from world religious traditions. At the interface of religious studies,
psychology, and medicine, it elucidates the cultural richness of practices and
rituals from numerous world religions. The book begins by discussing the role
that religious rituals and practices may play in the well-being of humans and the
multi-dimensional cultural and psychological complexity of religious rituals and
practices. It then discusses rituals and practices within a number of religions,
including Christian, Islamic, Jewish, Buddhist, Taoist, Sikh, Hindu, Confucian,
and other traditions. There is a need for a more inclusive collection of religious
rituals and practices, as some practices are making headlines in contemporary
society. Mindfulness is one of the fastest-growing psychological interventions in
healthcare and Yoga is now practiced by tens of millions of people in the U.S.A.
These practices have been examined in thousands of academic publications
spanning neuroscience, psychology, medicine, sociology, and religious studies.
While Mindfulness and Yoga have recently received widespread scientific and
cultural attention, many rituals and practices from world religious traditions have
remained underexplored in scholarly, scientific, and clinical contexts. This book
brings more diverse rituals and practices into this academic discourse while
providing a reference guide for clinicians and students of the topic.
This volume includes a wide range of papers from Europe, North America and
Australia that explore individual and institutional aspects of religion from a socialscience perspective. The special section is on clergy work-related psychological
health, stress, burnout and coping strategies.
A collection of essays by internationally renowned female scholars contesting
notions of fundamentalism and examining women's roles in religion.
Primary Source Readings in World Religions provides your students with the
opportunity to read foundational texts from the major world religions. Through
understanding other religions we can create an atmosphere of genuine respect
and honest discussion. In doing this we can respond to the invitation Pope
Benedict XVI extended to all of us when he said, "I encourage all religious groups
in America to persevere in their collaboration and thus enrich public life with the
spiritual values that motivate your action in the world" (from Benedict XVI;
Meeting with Representatives of Other Religions.) In Primary Source Readings in
World Religions you will find portions of the foundational texts and teachings of a
wide variety of world religions, including Islam, Shinto, Confucianism, Sikhism,
Judaism, Hinduism, Taoism, Christianity, and Buddhism.>
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